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00:00:00    Start of Interview. 

00:00:02
Question: Tell me about your background. Answer: Brought up in High Andes in Peru because his father was mining engineer. Born 1938 [as of June 4, 2012 Michael is 73] in Beloit, Wisconsin because mother would go back to states to have her babies. He was three months old when went back to Peru. Left Peru when he was 14 with his brother for high school in Tucson, AZ. Went to a military academy — private school. His brother stayed there. Spanish and English are native languages. Sister came back for eye treatment. Junior year of high school moved to California to be with his sister with their grandmother (father's mother). Moved to the Bay Area. Senior year moved back to Peru. Father sent Michael to England for his final year of high school at a private school for a year and a half.
00:03:52
[no question] Entered college that fall in 1957, Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois for 4 years, got BA in 1961. Came to UW for grad school because it was good in American literature, and he thought he would be teaching that subject. Was at UW in 1961-1962. Then got into Peace Corps –– “Kennedy's Peace Corp” –– in 1962, training at Cornell, sent to Peru. Ran medical post in Southern Andes for two years. Learned Quechua of Incan empire. Came back to Madison in 1964. Has been here for the rest of his life. 

      With respect to the “gay part” of his sexuality, Michael knew that something was “fishy” since he was seven years old. Didn't know what 'it' was. “There wasn't a whole lot in the 40s or 50s lot to tell you what it was.” 


Had “purely sexual” experiences with men through most of the 60s. But from 1964-1970 Michael was active in anti-war (Vietnam) movement. He also came out at this time. But it was a confusing time. At UW when he sent to the student union, and spoke with other gay people, he wouldn't get together with three people in case the third person was a “screamer or would squeal” so as to avoid attracting the negative attention of straight people. 
00:06:13
[no question] It was an “odd time” in the late 60s. Michael had come out, but when he went to parties – the gay men would bring lesbians or straight women who liked being around gay men. Because “when the police came, and they almost always did, it seems to me that those parties got raided quite often.” As soon as the police came, the gay men partnered up with lesbians and pretended they were attending a straight party.


The repercussions of being arrested as a gay man were “terrible.” Michael can't remember when the first gay bar started in Madison. He observed that most gay men met each other in bus depot, bathrooms. There was a bar, “The Velvet Swing.” After 11 PM it became gay. It was awkward, Michael said, for straight people coming in when it was all men –– “when it was gay.” Michael observed that he “lived in terror” that someone might come in that you knew when it was all men. It did happen to him a few times. 

00:08:13
[no question] Michael's struggling with alcoholism and used some heavy drugs in a few incidents by late 1959-1960. It was causing problems. He went to 5 of the 6 graduate schools at UW Madison because would drop out and not finish of each program. Working at Memorial Library — picked up by the man who was the head of the catalogue department there.
00:10:06
[no question] Michael describes the bars near Memorial Library, particularly the nearest bar to the University was the Kollege Klub [714 State St., 1965-1970] and how he met his employer at this bar. He was hired in 1970 by the WI Department of Justice to become their first law librarian. That became his career from the fall of 1970 to 2000 when he retired.


[no question] Michael did not know of Stonewall, but he was 'out' by 1970 and joined Alcoholics Anonymous (AA). In March of 2012, Michael celebrated his 40th year of sobriety. There were very few gay people in AA, but didn't matter to him.


Michael published a couple of books during the 1970s, which “made my name nationally.” They were index digests of the Attorney General. He is listed in the catalogue of the Library of Congress 
00:12:25
[no question] He met someone in 1971 and he dated this person for 10 years when they broke up. 


At this time, Michael was involved in the Gay Liberation Front (GLF). He remembers meetings at a Co-Op on Langdon St. He remembers conflict between lesbians and gay men, over issues of feminism. He doesn't remember having very many women involved in the GLF. He recounts and incident in which he told off a woman for being unpleasant, in his opinion. The woman left the meeting. 

00:14:16
[no question] Michael remembers many events at this time with the GLF. “We were feeling, finally, we had a place in the world and that we weren't so afraid of being exposed as gay men and women.” 


He notes that WI was the first state to protect gay men in their workplace. He remembers going to the National March on Washington DC for Lesbian and Gay Rights — October 14th, 1979. He describes a program of events. “It was the most thrilling time.” Seven busses from Madison went to the march. He describes his picture on the front page of the Daily Cardinal, which depicts him marching in Washington DC.
00:16:16
[no question] Question: What was special about being at that march? Answer: Michael was enchanted with seeing so many gays and lesbians in one place. He describes his feeling that the community made him feel like he finally belonged in the United States, and didn't feel alone  —  like he had during the 1960s, and somewhat in the 1970s. He describes his feelings of alienation as a gay man. 
00:18:20
[no question] He describes his feelings about theories of sources of homosexuality. He describes people’s fascination with attempting to find the cause of what makes someone gay.
00:18:49
Question: Was that a question that came up often? Answer: He describes the American Psychiatric Association's publication of the DSM, and it's definition of homosexuality as a disease, and the familial theories of causes of homosexuality. Michael describes his two admissions to the University of Wisconsin psychiatric ward [Wisconsin General — the old hospital on University Ave.] on separate occasions due to two suicide attempts. The reasons included his intoxication as an addict 
00:20:33
[no question] He described feeling depressed and lonely and drunk. The first time he was admitted, the mental ward staff were having group meetings. He doesn't recall any discussion of homosexuality, but his lover of the time visited him. When the lover left, he hugged Michael. Michael notes that gay men did not kiss or hold hands in public at the time. The head psychiatrist in 1968 or 1969 came in and told Michael that they we're not in the hospital to cure homosexual relations, and to fix up homosexuality in any way. He observes that alcoholism wasn't successfully treated then and they didn't know how to approach it. He felt stigmatized by the psychiatrist's presumption because Michael didn't ask for them to treat his homosexuality.
00:24:12
[no question] He went to several meetings of the American Association of Law Librarians, and he mentions one held in Minneapolis where he made a friend with a colleague from San Francisco. Michael describes visiting his friend in San Francisco as “an amazing thing … of feeling the normalcy of being gay and who I was.” This time period was approximately around 1974-1976. Michael was also a sponsor at this time for individuals in AA. He describes two of the men he sponsors and how he mixed his AA sponsorship duties with his emerging sense of indignation about discrimination as a gay man. After visiting San Francisco, Michael came 'out' “big time.” 

00:28:12
Question: You mentioned prior to that you felt a sense of loneliness? Answer: Michael felt incredibly lonely as a result of feeling different, and being a “sissy.” Felt being attracted to men was wrong and sinful, although he his upbringing wasn't religious in that sense. It came from lack of information. So in the 1960s and early 1970s, Michael didn't think he could have a relationship with another man [in the traditional marriage sense], but he was having sex with men occasionally  —  he knew he could find them in places where men traditionally had sex in bus depots, bathrooms, and bushes. He describes the difficulties of meeting, much less recognizing other gay men. 
00:31:54
[no question] Michael fell in love with a couple of men in the late 1960s  —  was also an alcoholic by then. It occurred to him at this point that he “could know this person, more than just for sex. Maybe we could be friends.” However, the concept of moving in or having a long-term lover didn't exist for him. When this concept did form, Michael had purchased his house [in 1978 or 1979] in Madison [on the isthmus's East side]. One of Michael's sponsors noted that Michael “really loved” his [Michael's] partner, (at that time) Reese, in the same way a straight man cared about his wife or girlfriend. Michael discusses the difficulty of finding other gay men with respect to “gaydar” and locating other men. He describes an incident on Transatlantic Crossing on the cruise liner Queen Mary in May 10, 2008 with his current partner of 25 years, Duane. 
00:37:21
[no question] He observes the changes in attitudes to gay parenting. He sees a change from an absence of options, to options like “marriages of convenience” or “an arrangement with a straight woman.” He sees this change as occurring during the 1980s  —  which was with respect to AIDS “a really terrible time when nobody was getting well.” At this time Michael was working at the Madison AIDS Support Network (and was one of the original 8 founders). Now called the AIDS Network. He mentions Will Handy [Handey?] and Chaz Pope, who were also involved. 
00:38:43
[no question] When Michael saw an ad in the Isthmus newspaper from two lesbians who were looking for a gay man to father their child. In the process of getting to know one another “we kind of dated.” They had a child via artificial insemination. His resulting daughter is 24. She lived with him 1-2 times a week.
00:43:18
[no question] Michael describes the ordinariness of gay parenting and neighborhood life  —  including details like domestic chores, children running in the yard. He also remarks about the normality of having gay neighbors.

00:44:00
Question: But what was it like in the 70s [1978 or 1979] when you moved in? Did it feel the same way? Answer: Michael describes his predominately straight neighborhood when he first moved in. He didn't think too much about a gay versus straight neighborhood while house shopping. In fact he specifically didn't want to live in a “gay ghetto,” despite the sense of liberation it instilled in him. 
00:47:14
Question: Can you say more about the beginning of Madison AIDS Network, the concerns? What was the situation? Answer: AIDS network began when the first patient came in hospitals with AIDS. Generally, were people who moved back to Wisconsin from places like San Francisco. Michael discusses a close friend named Neil Peckett [spelling?] who contracted AIDS. He describes the bleakness of the AIDS ward at the hospital, and the prejudice that permeated its walls.
00:51:10
[no question] Michael describes the need for AIDS services that would be sensitive to the needs of gay men, and non-judgmental. He, along with Chaz Pope [spelling?] and Will Handy [spelling?] provided care for HIV-positive people, and they along with five others formed the Madison AIDS Support Network (which became the Madison AIDS Network). He describes caring for a gay man, Paul, who was suffering from AIDS dementia. He describes weekly meetings with the other seven founders of the Network and the grief they went through as their peers died throughout 1984 through 1994 (approximate dates). He describes his fear of catching the virus, and he admits that some of his fears were irrational. He describes the ways HIV is transmitted and emphasizes that during this time period, infection was still fatal. “That was when everyone who got AIDS died.” He mentions that his partner tested positive in 1987 –– shortly after his daughter was born. He describes his “shock” that he didn’t contract HIV because of the amount of sex he had throughout the 1970s and 1980s.
00:57:03
Question: Were you using condoms? Answer: Michael describes what sex was like, after noting that he saw virtually no use of condoms prior to the AIDS epidemic among the gay men he had sex with, as well as the gay community in general. “We didn't know about condoms when it was the high time when you were getting it.” He describes differences in attitudes to sex and dating between his generation and the older gay teens and twenty-somethings of 2012. He describes the mathematics of having sex with multiple partners in the bathhouse culture of San Francisco. He emphasizes his amazement that he was not infected with HIV given the amount of people he had sex with. He describes his gratefulness with HIV drugs that sustain infected people’s lives, specifically his partner Duane, but also notes the suffering that accompanies HIV’s transformation into a chronic illness.
01:00:29
[no question] Michael describes the rate at which people were dying and how this translated into several funerals that he would attend each week. He describes the mental toll the death created. “I thought 'this is worse than a war.' It's a wonder that any of us came out sane.” He provides a story of his friend Paul and discusses the conflict between burial rights between distant families and the departed’s gay friends. Paul’s family would not visit him until after he died.
01:04:21
[no question] Michael describes the pact he made with God that sustained him throughout his time caring for gay men dying from AIDS. He describes the stigma that gay men faced. He sees this as a step backwards in light of the freedoms he perceived resulting from gay liberation.
01:06:27
Question: What were women around you doing at the time? Answer: Michael perceived the AIDS epidemic bringing lesbians and gay men together. “Many of the lesbians, many of them joined the Network when they found out about it, or when they decided to. And they were very supportive of gay men. He describes the connection between gay men and lesbians as that of family. With respect to straight women, Michael describes an instance in which he was critical of a woman who feared getting infected after she learned that Rock Hudson had contracted HIV.
01:07:05
[sound of airplane] 

01:10:02
Question: So you and Duane meet in 1984, and within that first year… Answer: Michael estimates that his partner Duane was tested in 1987, shortly after his daughter Alana was born that same year. He notes he wasn’t having protected sex with Duane, and Duane was asymptomatic. He highlights that he lacked serious information until 1986, which was after Duane had been infected (likely in 1984).
01:10:43
Question: Where did you hear about it? Answer: Michael describes reading news as information about AIDS was released. He mentions that information came from both gay and straight sources.
01:11:15
Question: You're reading it in newspapers? Answer: Michael describes people in cities sharing information with him over the phone, as well as reading “medical texts or journals.” Doctors would spread information to their patients, and staff members from Shanti, an HIV agency based in San Francisco, also shared information with AIDS Network staff. Michael discusses that the people who became infected seemed out of touch with the sexual behavior of the gay men in question.
01:13:29
[sound of car] He discusses Duane’s experiences with opportunistic infections. He discusses changes over time in the prevalence of opportunistic infections and the treatments available. Michael describes the experiences he had with being the legal guardian for many dying gay men. “We had scenes in the hospital, I'm telling you. It was just horrible.” 
01:15:28
Question: How so? Answer: Michael describes instances in which patients had been mistreated (actual and/or perceived mistreatment) “because he was gay or because he had AIDS.” In particular were instances in which religious nurses attempted to convert dying AIDS patients to Christianity. He expresses frustration that these patients were often suffering from AIDS dementia, and thus were taken advantage of, citing his friend Paul as an example. Michael notes that Paul was neglected because his dementia made him a difficult case, even while in the psychiatric unit.
01:18:31
Question: Ten years, Michael is an awful long time to do that kind of work. Many people at that time couldn't do it that long. They had to just stop. How did you do it? Answer: Michael describes his Peace Corps experience as training for working in the tough conditions presented by dying AIDS patients. He describes his eclectic sense of faith, derived from many sources such as episcopalianism and Tibetan Buddhism.
01:23:55
Question: You mentioned the move to San Francisco being, in some way, very transformative or mind opening. Answer: He would go to San Francisco twice a year. It became his “other home.” In particular was the city’s large Spanish community. He also notes that many of his gay friends died in San Francisco, which is part of his reason to choose San Francisco as the location of his burial. In addition to Madison and San Francisco, Michael also considers Buenos Aires his home. He visits relatives annually. “When I land at Ezeiza airport, I become Latino.”
01:27:47
Question: What do you think kept you in Madison? Answer: Alcoholism made it difficult for Michael to leave Madison. “When you're drinking like I was drinking in the 60s, you can't get it together enough to move away.” However, Michael also found Madison an exciting place to live, especially during the anti-[Vietnam] War years. His entire Career was also developed in Madison. He expresses gratitude for his good fortune: finances, health, and family. Despite moments when he wanted to leave, Madison remains home. Michael jokes about his sexual connection to Madison, and his sexual exploits with an older man.
01:32:29
 Question: Your love of gay literature and gay poetry. How did you get interested in it? Answer: “In 1970, the only thing you could read in gay literature was a novel where they all died or killed themselves.” Michael also mentions the existence of medical literature on homosexuals. He notes an example: The Homosexual In America by Donald Webster — pseudonym, 1951. He summarizes the book as: being “gay was not necessarily a disease, but if it was, you were stuck with it and would be that way for the rest of your life, “so get used to it.” 



Michael started to collect other books with gay characters, but decided it was impossible to collect all gay books ever written in English. He notes the emergence of gay and lesbian presses in the 1970s. He decided to collect all gay poetry written in English or translated into English.  
01:35:14
[no question] Soon Michael’s bookshelves were full. He realized it wasn't safe to store his collection in the house. He decided to donate the collection to Memorial Library's Rare Book Department, which has a collection of private presses and small magazines. This happened to be the format of gay poetry. 


The library “pounced” on the opportunity to acquire Michael’s collection. It included over 1000 copies of gay poetry –– mostly gay male poetry. Michael notes that his friend Roy (who initially provided the job at the UW law library, offered to provide a funding source to maintain the collection, so the collection was named for Roy’s dead lover: the Bemis/Flaherty Collection of Gay Poetry. 

01:40:06
[no question] At the collection’s dedication ceremony (sometime around the year 2000), important university administrators attended. Michael used this opportunity to read four poems that included emotional and sometimes sexually explicit content. poems. One poem he read, called “The Bugle Boy,” is about fellatio.
[Duane, Michael's partner walks into the room]


Michael chose to read such emotional poems because he “was feeling all those feelings for some reason at that time.” He got “such glee” out of reading these poems because the library staff and important administrators were just “so proper.” and he wanted to subvert the protocol that “dignif[ied] the proceedings.” He notes that his lack of respect of the law and legal authorities had precedent in lying about his gay identity, especially in the Peace Corps.
01:45:20
Question: Did you know about the purge that was happening on the campus in 1962? 


Answer: “No…But there was a librarian at the public library, who would shill like the police did to catch people who were gay, even though he was gay. Because he was afraid that he would be exposed.” Michael describes in further detail how this exposure took place in the public restroom. Michael notes that he was not arrested for being gay, but rather for being intoxicated in public.
01:47:06
[sound of truck] Question: So we're talking about policing gays, do you have a sense of how that's changed over time? Have you seen that change during your time in Madison? 


Answer: Yes. Michael describes a baseball game that took place between the Madison police and gay community on Picnic Point. He notes that during the Anti-Vietnam War Era “everything was falling apart,” particularly in regard to the hostility of the city’s police force. The police chief ​​_____ Cooper was recruited to change the situation. “You didn't trust the police, they were the enemy. They were the pigs. And Cooper came in and changed all that.” He emphasizes that his fear to police was a general one concerning the Vietnam War protests, not because of his gay identity. 
01:49:25
Question: What sorts of things were you doing in the Vietnam War era? Answer: Michael describes the activism he engaged in, and the political differences that existed between different groups of protestors.
01:51:17
Question: What do you perceive in literature/gay poetry a sense of gay writers pervious, who have now written something overtly 'gay'. Answer: Gay writers changed with the times. Many gay writers in the 1970s through 1990s often wrote more explicitly, overtly 'gay' novels after they had previously  —  novels that were “more real.”  e.g. Gordon Merrick, Christopher Isherwood. For example, Gore Vidal changed the plot of The City and the Pillar by removing the suicide of the gay character.
01:55:45
Question: How do you relate/feel to a sense of gay lineage, and how do you relate to younger gay men? Answer: Michael finds a sense of gay lineage in writers like Rousseau, who are important because they “were such good people who did such good things.” They represented individuals who “put themselves out on the line and said 'this is who I am.' ” Bemis also finds connection with radical gay figures e.g. the Founder of the Radical Fairies  —  Harry Hay  —  and Harvey Milk. 
02:08:12
Question: What do you think of the generation of (gay) folks who have come after you? 


Answer: Michael perceives many differences between his generation and young gay people of the current period. He sees obvious differences in the music (he listened to disco and Donna Summer), but he sees this as indicative that the bar scene revolved more around dancing. He also doesn’t understand the current use of the Internet as a way for gay people to interact. 


Finally, his understanding of sex and relationships between gay men is different than younger generations (in his opinion). He sees the relationship between sexual activity and intimacy as having changed –– specifically the idea that gay men now go out on dates initially, as opposed to starting the relationship through sexual activity. Michael notes that after having sex, he and his peers would discover whether they were compatible with their partner for anything beyond sexual activity. 
02:15:46
[no question] Michael notes his involvement in Madison’s chapter of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF), as well as the Madison AIDS Support Network (with the latter for ten years). He looks back upon those years as “hard.” He notes that AIDS is not something he sees mentioned in the press like it was during the 1980s. He implies that younger gay people may not understand the seriousness of the disease in light of this vacancy in the news content.
02:18:35    End of Interview Session

END OF INTERVIEW #1256
