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Proj. Description The North Oakland Avenue “University Square” commercial district, located
in eastside Milwaukee, spans across two blocks between East Linwood
Ave and East Newberry Blvd. Its business improvement program included
improvement of the streetscape and the facades of the properties. The
streetscape revitalization program primarily consisted of four steps: a
qguestionnaire survey; study of comparable commercial districts; analysis of
the problems in the area; and, design recommendations.

The residents in the area, UWM students, and business and property owners
of the commercial strip participated in the survey discussing the preferred
activities and aesthetic measures for the streetscape. An observation study
of comparable revitalized commercial districts included North Oakland
Avenue-Shorewood, State Street- Madison, and Oak Park-Chicago.

Avisually unattractive parking lot located at the busy intersection of Oakland
and Locust Avenue is transformed into a small plaza. It acts as a central
square that gives a sense of place by bringing the four segments of the area
divided by the two streets together. Using the natural slope of the site, the
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The North Oakland Avenue “University Square” commercial district, located in
eastside Milwaukee, spans across two blocks between East Linwood Ave and
East Newberry Blvd. Its business improvement program included
improvement of the streetscape and the facades of the properties. The
streetscape revitalization program primarily consisted of four steps: a
guestionnaire survey; study of comparable commercial districts; analysis of
the problems in the area; and, design recommendations. The residents in the
area, UWM students, and business and property owners of the commercial
strip participated in the survey discussing the preferred activities and .
aesthetic measures for the streetscape. An observation study of comparable i
revitalized commercial districts included North Oakland Avenue-Shorewood, VIEWOFPROPOSEDPLAZA__
State Street- Madison, and Oak Park-Chicago. Findings of the survey and the
observation studies facilitated the formulation of design solutions. Design
guidelines for facade improvements included recommendations for gable
designs, building heights, window sizes, ornamentation, awning, and signage.
Streetscape improvement proposals included recommendations for

landscaping, street furniture, lighting, banners, paving, fence_s, _parking,.and a L ,:. ;;Eiﬁ' 1

new small plaza. The proposed small plaza replaces the existing parking lot ¥ et =L | B g :

and the shoe store at the Oakland/Locust intersection. It serves as an anchor k% ‘:&%"*% (A | oee-

for the entire business district. The proposal seeks to bring back livable _ : e T &z

humane character to the entire area. ' o e e | o -
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