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First Interview Session (September 26, 2006): Tapes 1-2

Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:33	Thomas Schaub was born in Aurora, Illinois, in 1947.  He talks about his parents and their careers; his father aspired to a fortune in business before joining the army.  Both his parents eventually worked as teachers.

00:06:55	His mother had studied music and psychology at Northwestern and Aurora College.

00:07:52	TS grew up in a “family of readers.”  His father became an English teacher.

00:11:56	He talks about learning to be a literary critic through his own reading and under the encouragement of high school teachers.

00:17:46	TS discusses his awareness of gender issues from an early age.  He talks about his close relationship with his mother, whom he considers a profound intellectual influence on him.

00:26:03	He talks about his intellectual self-awareness in high school.

00:29:45	TS names some influential teachers with whom he has studied.

00:30:54	End of side.

Tape 1/Side 2

00:31:21	Tom Schaub continues to discuss some of his influential teachers, including his music teacher.  He talks about his musical talent.

00:41:01	TS applied to Stanford, Illinois, and Cornell College.  He chose to attend Cornell College in 1965.

00:47:11	In the summer prior to college he worked as a bellhop.  This experience exposed him to class difference.

00:58:48	TS talks about going to Cornell College.

01:02:02	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 2/Side 1

01:02:22	Tom Schaub continues to discuss his experience at Cornell College.

01:13:38	He talks about an English course that pressured him to excel.

01:21:23	TS planned to go to law school.

01:28:19	He describes taking an influential honors sequence during his sophomore year.

01:33:24	End of side.  

Tape 2/Side 2

01:33:30	Tom Schaub continues to discuss his undergraduate career at Cornell College.

01:34:58	During the summer he was a tennis instructor at a camp in the Berkshires.

01:53:29	TS participated in the Newberry Scholars Program in Chicago in 1968, studying the Enlightenment and eighteenth-century literature.

02:03:22	End of side.  End of tape.

Second Interview Session (October 2, 2006): Tapes 3-4

Tape 3/Side 1

00:00:22	Tom Schaub talks about how much he read during his youth.

00:21:41	TS talks about being in Chicago in 1968.

00:31:18	End of side. 

Tape 3/Side 2

00:31:30	Tom Schaub talks about his education at Cornell College.  He talks about some books he read at the time, particularly on psychological subjects and Eastern religious texts.

00:40:34	He developed an interest in Wittgenstein and John Donne’s poetry.

00:43:27	More about his undergraduate years at Cornell College.

00:54:43	He continued to read and work on his honors thesis on John Barth.

00:57:38	TS describes an interview in Iowa City with Robert Scholes, who encouraged him to read Thomas Pynchon.

00:59:34	TS flew to Buffalo to meet Barth.

01:02:14	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 4/Side 1

01:02:41	Tom Schaub continues to discuss his meeting with John Barth.  He asked Barth how to go about reading Lost in the Funhouse.

01:05:18	TS talks about his interpretation of Barth.

01:08:38	Cornell College offered no courses on contemporary literature.  Working independently of his adviser, Robert Dana, TS studied all of Barth’s works and all the criticism of Barth for his honors thesis.

01:12:00	His honors thesis research evolved into a history of ideas: the ideological context in which Barth operated.

01:14:03	TS took a course on the history of religion.

01:14:56	He decided against going to law school and began applying for graduate fellowships.  He received a Danforth Graduate Fellowship, Rockefeller Brothers Theological Fellowship.

01:17:24	TS deferred his Danforth Fellowship to attend Yale Divinity School.  He discusses his education at Yale.

01:32:13	He realized he missed reading literature and picked up Joyce’s Ulysses.

01:33:56	End of side.

Tape 4/Side 2

01:34:10	Tom Schaub continues to talk about turning back to literature during his time at Yale Divinity School.  He read James Joyce and William Faulkner.

01:37:32	In spring 1970 TS transferred to SUNY Buffalo.  He found that the graduate program had no structure.  

01:43:52	He was unwilling to settle down as a graduate student and train to be a professor.  He dropped out of SUNY Buffalo.

01:49:09	TS considered going to law school but took a job at Poughkeepsie Day School.  He talks about his teaching, which included a course on American history and politics.

02:03:20	He decided to leave after one year of teaching and go to graduate school.

02:05:30	End of side.  End of tape.

Third Interview Session (October 16, 2006): Tape 5

Tape 5/Side 1

00:00:11	Tom Schaub applied for graduate school and chose to attend the University of Iowa.

00:03:18	He was pleased with his graduate education at Iowa because of the wide range of courses that were required.

00:09:59	A course from Sherman Paul on twentieth century literature and culture changed his vocational outlook.

00:19:14	Reading for prelims on the American novel and 19th and 20th century British literature.  He talks about working with Professor Coolidge.

00:31:06	End of side.

Tape 5/Side 2

00:31:23	Tom Schaub talks about taking his prelims.

00: 36:52	His reading on criticism and culture led him to think about the social context of literary works.

00:41:02	After his exams he read Thomas Pynchon’s Gravity’s Rainbow.

00:44:43	TS planned to write his dissertation on how the revaluation of American history affected literature.  Sherman Paul encouraged him instead to write on Pynchon.

00:51:06	He discusses Pynchon’s cult figure status and his readership.  His writing was attractive to the New Left and to people who were suspicious of the government.

00:58:24	TS describes The Crying of Lot 49 as an updated The Great Gatsby.  In his dissertation he studied how Pynchon’s writings construct a reader.

01:00:22	His lectures on The Crying of Lot 49 led to his first published article.

01:01:52	End of side.  End of tape.

Fourth Interview Session (October 23, 2006): Tapes 6-7

Tape 6/Side 1

00:00:25	Tom Schaub discusses his dissertation on the novels of Thomas Pynchon.

00:02:12	He talks about the names of characters in Pynchon’s works.

00:06:47	While visiting his brother in Berkeley, he found the name of one of the characters, Tyrone Slothrop, in the phone book.  TS suspected that this man was Pynchon and sent him a postcard.  

00:12:28	He describes meeting Tyrone.

00:21:23	Several years later he met Robert Gillespie, who had lived with Pynchon.  Gillespie thinks TS met Pynchon.

00:24:19	Five years after the initial meeting he found Slothrop’s name in the San Francisco phone book.

00:29:33	TS completed his PhD in 1976 and taught at Iowa in spring 1977.

00:30:47	End of side.

Tape 6/Side 2

00:31:04	During the spring of 1977, Tom Schaub taught at Iowa and worked part-time in construction. He also applied to law school.  For the following year he lived in Maine.

00:34:58	He worked as a grant writer for a family planning clinic in Maine.

00:36:57	During this time he rewrote his dissertation and contracted to have it published by the University of Illinois Press in 1978.

00:38:47	TS went back on the job market and was hired as an assistant professor by UC-Berkeley.

00:44:10 	White at Berkeley he learned to accommodate his personality to teaching.

00:48:49	TS describes his book on the impact of political culture on the literary and intellectual culture during the Cold War.

00:50:28	TS was the first scholar to describe how to read Pynchon.  He describes Pynchon’s writing as creating an “underground history.”

00:58:39	Some of his colleagues doubted the value of studying Pynchon.

01:00:50	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 7/Side 1

01:01:02	Tom Schaub anticipated receiving a negative tenure review at Berkeley despite the volume of his publications, his favorable teaching reviews, and the receipt an NEH fellowship to complete another book.

01:02:07	He decided to go on the job market and interviewed with Joseph Wiesenfarth at UW.  He was struck by how familiar many of the faculty were with contemporary literature.

01:03:25	The English department at Berkeley gave TS a negative vote on tenure; he successfully appealed the decision and was given tenure.

01:06:04	TS decided to come to UW; he found the intellectual vitality of the English department to be superior to that at Berkeley.  

01:12:38	The department ranks in the top twenty English departments in the nation.

01:14:27 	He came to Madison in 1986; he was on leave with his NEH grant to work on his book.  He became interested in the intellectual background of Michel Foucault.

01:16:04	In 1991 he taught in Giesen, Germany.  He was put up for department chair when he returned.

01:17:29	In 1989 he chaired a revision committee for the undergraduate English major curriculum.  He wanted to transform the Baroque curriculum into a modern curriculum.

01:22:40	TS wanted to develop a “topics in...” course to enable faculty to create new courses without going through a cumbersome administrative approval process.  This issue became the focus of his chairmanship; he talks about building consensus for the curriculum change.

01:25:48	He served as chair from 1992 to 1995.

01:29:46	End of side.

Fifth Interview Session (December 20, 2006): Tapes 7-8

Tape 7/Side 2

00:00:16	Tom Schaub discusses his service as chair of the English department.  During this time the legislature placed a hiring freeze on the college.  He also discovered that a committee was attempting to reestablish the writing and rhetoric requirement–without a representative from the English department.

00:01:44	He begins to speak about the hiring freeze.

00:03:35	TS identifies two factors that contributed to the decline of the English department by the mid-1980s: first, the department cut its courses on writing and composition, which led to the shrinking of the graduate student body.  Second, former Letters & Science Dean David Cronon felt that the English department did not merit the large number of faculty that it had.

00:08:57	Lloyd Bitzer and Lee Hansen ran the writing and rhetoric committee, which was appointed by the chancellor.  TS wrote to David Ward to press the claims of the English department to participation in the committee.

00:12:02	TS met with L&S Dean Crawford Young and Professor Mary Anne Fitzpatrick from communication arts.  Young set up a committee within L&S with TS as chair.  He soon realized that the issue of composition requirements became a battle over funding among the agricultural and life sciences, communication arts, and the English department.

00:22:23	David Ward wanted to mollify the Bitzer committee but TS refused.  TS served on the committee to implement the new requirement, known on campus as “the committee from hell.”

00:26:21	He proposed that each department should convert one of its courses into a composition course taught by a faculty member. 

00:29:40	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 8/Side 1

00:29:50	Tom Schaub describes the “pitched battle” between departments over the composition requirement.  

00:34:10	The committee decided that the new requirement would be in writing and rhetoric courses offered by English and communication arts.

00:38:17	TS wrote submitted the committee’s report to the University Committee.  The dean of the Engineering School, John Bollinger, nullified the committee vote.  The University Committee agreed that the composition requirement would be taught in engineering, agricultural and life sciences, English, and communication arts.

00:40:22	The Faculty Senate approved the new composition requirement.

00:42:30 	TS knew that the English department needed to have a large stake in teaching the new composition requirement because it would bolster the graduate program during the time of the hiring freeze.  

00:43:56	The composition ‘A’ requirement was fulfilled by straightforward composition or rhetoric courses.  The composition ‘B’ requirement was to be taught by faculty and focus on writing within the discipline.

00:46:04	TS talks about the Writing Fellows program.

00:48:46	He describes how composition ‘B’ courses are designated.

00:51:10	During his chairmanship of the department he worked 80-100 hours per week.

00:53:36	He talks about teaching while he served as chair.

00:55:56	TS reflects generally on his service as department chair.  He speaks about his talent in dealing with colleagues.

01:01:10	TS talks about managing a faculty dispute.

01:04:40	End of side.

Tape 8/Side 2

01:04:47	Tom Schaub continues to describe his handling of a faculty dispute during his chairmanship of the English department.

01:12:05	He talks about negotiating for the recruitment of Richard Young and Jacques Lezra.

01:21:15	TS enjoyed the art of writing nomination letters for faculty.

01:26:45	He speaks about personnel issues he encountered as chair.

01:37:26	TS describes setting salaries.

01:37:59	End of side.  End of tape.

Sixth Interview Session (December 21, 2006): Tapes 9-10

Tape 9/Side 1

00:00:13	Tom Schaub resumes the discussion of his method of setting faculty salaries and merit raises while he was chair of the English department.

00:28:43	TS assesses the impact of wage compression at UW.

00:33:05	End of side.

Tape 9/Side 2

00:33:08	Tom Schaub continues to talk about faculty salary and raise issues.

00:37:18	The declining share of state revenue that goes to the UW System has also affected salaries.

00:39:52	TS doesn’t view himself as a great scholar.

00:41:33	He talks about taking into consideration service and research time when 	calculating raises.

00:43:56	TS comments on the significance of research at a “Research 1" university.

00:46:50	TS undertook a second term as chair of the English department to prevent the rival 	candidate from acceding to the chairmanship and also as a form of personal 	therapy following his divorce.

00:50:49	During his second chairmanship, he worked with Robert Lange to develop a 	Board of Visitors for the English department. He describes traveling with Lange 	to cultivate interest and financial support among alumni.

01:05:02	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 10/Side 1

01:05:11	Tom Schaub continues to discuss the Board of Visitors of the English department.

01:08:13	The Board of Visitors has had a major impact on the graduate program: the 	department can now offer funding for all first-year students.

01:10:13	During his second term as department chair there was more money available from 	the state and the chancellor’s office to hire new faculty.  Over three years TS 	hired seventeen people, many of them through joint appointments.

01:22:31	He credits L&S Dean Phillip Certain with being an administrative ally in efforts to 	strengthen the English department.

01:26:10	TS doubts that he will serve a third time as chair.

01:27:35	He speaks about what it means to write literature that is critical of the social and 	political history of the US.

01:33:03	He talks about editing the journal Contemporary Literature.

[bookmark: _GoBack]01:36:08	End of side.  End of tape.  End of interview.
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