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Interview Session 1 (June 6th, 2012): Digital File

Time		Keywords
00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction

00:00:37	Question: When were you born? Answer: February 15th, 1991, the same day as 
		the Chinese New Year, in Honolulu, Hawai’i

00:01:04	Question: How long did you stay in Honolulu? Answer: He lived there until he was seven (1998) and then moved to Lacrosse. WI.

00:01:24	Question: Is that where you stayed? Answer: Yes, until 18

00:01:37	Question: Do you remember a lot about living in Hawai’i? Answer: He remembers enough about Hawai’i to remember a lot of positive experiences

00:02:01	Question: What sort of memories? Answer: Seeing biological father’s side of the family (parents split when he was young), the beautiful weather, the city life

00:03:10	Question: How did it feel moving from Honolulu to LaCrosse? Answer: Sad to leave aspects of old life, excited for new opportunities

00:04:08	[no question] When he moved from Honolulu to Lacrosse, he was “forced to see [himself] as a person of color”. In Lacrosse, he was seen as this person from an exotic locale and was identified by others as a heterosexual female. This affected when he came out as queer because he had been so wrapped up in these stereotypes.
00:07:32	Question: What was it like for you to go from a community of primarily Asian people to a community of primarily white people? Answer: There was an obvious division between the Asian and white people in the community, so it was hard being of both ethnicities to find out where he fit in.

00:09:38	Question: How did your overall identity from Lacrosse to UW-Madison change? Answer: He saw going to college as an opportunity to reinvent himself, to get involved with things he wouldn’t have felt comfortable doing in a high school environment. Began dating women.

00:12:06	Question: How did your friends react to you coming out to them? Answer: His friends were fine with him coming out as queer, but there wasn’t any continued support from them. Family was supportive, but didn’t know how to support.

00:14:45	Question: How did your biological dad/ step dad react? Answer: Never told biological dad, just let him figure it out. Told mom, and she told step dad.

00:16:18 	Question: Were there any changes in the family dynamics with you coming out? Answer: Raised to be blind to other people’s race. His coming out changed the way his siblings see the world.

00:18:58	Question: Expand upon why you were sad during the summer between high school and college. Answer: His identity was pulled away from him when he began to identify as queer. There was still a lot of shame for him to be identified as something other than heterosexual and was worried about his future. 

00:21:38	Question: Could you expound upon how your sister helped you? Answer: She was very supportive when he told her that he was queer. She was the first to make a real effort to start calling him by masculine pronouns. 

00:24:36	Question: Define cisgender for recording Answer: Defines cisgender

00:25:39	Question: What was the process of changing preferred gender pronouns like for you? Answer: It’s tricky for people to change what they’re used to using certain pronouns for someone, but when they aren’t making an attempt to change that he isn’t worthy of their respect and that you’re reinforcing what the state does to control my body. Now that he can pass for a male in public, it is more dangerous for him if others use the wrong gender pronouns because it would automatically out him as transgender.

00:29:11	Question: What are some of the legal aspects of being transgender? Answer: The state is invested in regulating people’s bodies as sexed bodies, making any change of them hard. You have to go through a lengthy process to make any changes to your own body. It costs a lot of money to change name. In some states, sex changes aren’t legally recognized.

00:33:11	Question: Are sex changes legally recognized in Wisconsin? Answer: Yes

00:33:26	Question: How do you accepting do you feel UW-Madison is to the LGBTQ community? Answer: There are really great pockets of people who are accepting, but at the same time there are pockets of intolerance and pockets of those who are apathetic.

00:34:11	 [no question] He doesn’t feel safe 100% of the time on campus. Madison is not always a safe place for LGBTQ people, though a lot of great communities exist. Discusses QPOC a bit. 

00:37:40	Question: Could you describe some of the negative situations you’ve encountered here on campus that have made you feel unsafe? Answer: When he and his girlfriend were walking down State Street, they were called names. They both felt really angry. In Union South, he overheard someone else say that if Sam were a “trannie” that he would kill him. He confronted him and he left. Another friend almost got beaten up by other guys.

00:46:17	Question: In what ways have your mentors helped you? Answer: Introduction to Queer Theory professor, transgender history professor Finn opened him up to the idea of possibly being transgender. Another was a queer woman of color. They taught him how to organize groups in such a way that includes everyone, including transgender people.

00:51:07	Question: What are the dynamics within the LGBT community? Answer: As a transgender person, he feels left behind. It’s also frustrating that being gay or transgender doesn’t mean that one necessarily understands what it’s like to be a person of color as well. There’s a divide between trans and non-trans in the LGBTQ community. He feels that gay people need to recognize their gender privilege. 

00:55:41	Question: Could you describe the Human Rights Campaign? Answer: He describes the Human Rights Campaign and some ways they exclude transgendered people.

00:57:53	Question: How do your racial identity and your gender identity interact? Answer: It’s tricky to separate the gender and racial identities. He said that it is important to take into account how Western cultures portray other cultures. I could get read as female because Asian men are feminized in Western culture. Western-based gender norms often oppose other people’s bodies.

01:01:40	Question: Can you describe your involvement in the LGBTQ community? Answer: Part of GSA first year, LGBT Center events like Queer Immersion Leaders Program, Peer Mentor and tried to continue GSA there, getting a certificate in LGBT studies, Diversity Coordinator, facilitated SafeZone trainings, QPOC member
01:05:55-01:06:23	Pause

01:06:23	Question: Can you describe the parts of the transitioning process? Answer: Not all transgender people transition, and it can be done in different ways. He uses hormonal transitioning. Talks about process of procuring and using testosterone. 

1:09:39	Question: Describe the other ways people can transition. Answer: Some people don’t want to transition, some want to get surgery, and others want to use hormones and get surgery. Testosterone makes some people’s voice lower, get facial hair, muscle growth, menstruation stops, fat distribution changes, experience moods differently

01:13:29	[no question] He’s more confident because he feels better in his body. People treat him differently now that he can be read as a male. Effects if person goes off testosterone for a while.

01:15:54	Question: So you would permanently have to stay on testosterone if you wanted to retain the physical characteristics? Answer: Yes, one might get their period, voice change permanent, hair follicles on face stay, but hair doesn’t grow in as thick or as fast. 

01:17:20	Question: How have your friends and family reacted to your transitioning?  Answer: Generally positive, but mother concerned. His ex-girlfriend was very supportive. Family has a hard time with pronouns. He’s worried that he won’t be recognized by his community, though overall everyone has been really supportive.

01:21:08	Question: Have you ran into people after you transitioned who knew you from before you transitioned? Answer: Yes, he finds it funny. Some people don’t recognize him. Once ran into one of his friends from high school in the bathroom. 

01:23:38	Question: Have you noticed any trends in the LGBTQ community over time? Answer: Things have changed but they haven’t changed. In general, things have changed for the better, but it’s hard when other members of the LGBT community don’t include everyone. People are building coalitions with other issues such as LGBTQ community and immigration. Pushes for education policies. As far as trans issues, things have improved.

01:28:37	Question: How do you think that the LGBTQ community will change? Answer: Marriage will still be important of a national level, a higher level of trans visibility, really hopeful for Madison community.

01:30:21 	Question: What was the Cici McDonald case? Answer: Describes Cici McDonald case

01:34:00	End of interview #1

End of Oral History









