atfairs or visiting prostitutes? It is here that guestions

r

Miwhi l eness of bthe reformers’ worl. i

Phs  wor

helisve that, in this respect, the reforoers did hundreds of

win wimen a di sewvi e over dbs forty-five vears of

Sl

oprerat i on.

I Table MNMo. 14, the statistics 1llustrate several

i fferent lengths of sentences given to the inmates
HIHW. Most of the womsn wsre given indeterminent sentences,

that stat Phigy would he there "until cursd? or

o

"until transferred.? These would apply bto bthe women who were

o

Phers for pregnancy or For vensre breatment, and

i

many of the inmatl

~4 ml MHoms for Girls who

@ From the Toodos
wonul o return bthere for the complebion of theilr ssntence.
Howsver , & rather substantial portion of the womsn served oneg

of 2R womend o sentences which al lowed them to be

WEER

ore vear  (Ses Plgur s

rreed £ oin bthe Appendixl.

amined the parole records of

g WHINENY . A were many different wavs for owomen bo leave

ion of their sentence.

the reformatory bhefore the complet

SBome, due to good bebavior and the willingress of somsons to

hecone thelr guardian, were paroled.  Thess women, 38 of

women, were sbill oander the cowd’ s supervision until the end

oaf  Lheilr senben bult bhey weare allowsd bto retuarn to

cisby. Obhers succeeded in plessing the couwrt with their

e behavioor and ware charged early--92 of 245 women.

-

Howssvere , 11 of the women o their sentences short by

albthough most were caught and reburned (see Filgures

ok oA in bthe Appendixd. 0OFf those womsn paroled sarly, @
hbroke their parole agresments and wers returned, and of those

Lol and resentenced to bhe
A

ol harged, 4 were raary



reformatory.  The rest of the women, due fto thelr physical or

mesrh condition, were placsd in othsr state institutions.
Therefore, the women at the HIHM were incarcerated

within a state institution that strove initially to give them

an environment that differed from the prison. Run by womsn,

the WHIHN promoted homey cobtages, beaubtifully landscaped

- inmates

grounds, and various educational activitiss to b

pew mental and physical skille to prepare them for a new 1ife

o the M de. P They were womsn who cams from all walks of

e and well-terained in a

Tifa-many of whom werse well-oedo

sive reformners of Wsoonsin

profession. Although the Peogre

belisved thalt they were helping rid Wisconsin of undesicab

women and were reshaping thoss undesicable womsn into

cially acos counterparts, I belisve that the

raformera and bthe reformatory falled o “"do right® by many of

marty of them did not belong thers, did not

mrve to have sven ong mooth of their lives taken away by

wrvice to those women who

Fowmers oid a di

i R

the stat

weare living theier 114 fo e aw they could, many with

abusive relatives. How could the reformers believe that they

weare correscting social d1ls and reshaping the morals of many

of The ssrual offendsrs when many of the "sexual of fenders

the victims of sskrual abuse?  Why weren’t the men

el of

smnsible for their vensresal dissasss, pregranciss, and

iliggitimate children incarcerated and taught new morals and

wal e "t it po ble that many of the women who made a

foad sl mistake in an insxperiesnced love relabtionship were

lTater suyposed to women in the reformatory who had done things

@il

maerh s Reformers, in their middlie-class, sdoo

wisdom, may have done irrevocable damage to hundreds of womnen
A



in HWisconsin their omn misplaced morals and

Futbuyre,

cesarve Fur

valuss, These

Although the WNIHE was originally based on the model at

Bedford Hille, New York, Wisconsin's reformatory devel
very crucial differences:  a strong smphasis on the rooting

anc its cure. In the

testing for wvense
following chapter, 1 intend to argus that the state of

ceat in controlling

Wisconsin bhad an overwhelning int

H owas built, and that

venereal osesass sven befors the WIH

bing and ouering

Forused the HTHE on arrs

s prdor

women who had venereal dissasss.  This esphasis would win it
Gy kneean as "the medical model reformatory.’

iFio




Hisconsin Deviation from the Bedford Reformatory

v reform was an interest

of Frogr

ial asp

in vensreal dissases.  FPhysld ang during this time saw fhe

problem of venereal disease as a way to olegarly "define moral

order " ang as a roubtse to "growing reliance on techniocal

gupertise” (Brandb 8,

-ians had been studying venereal diseass

Al though physi

{
L

pepecially syphilis, since the late 1800s, they did not

¥ ites degensrative effect on the

cmgr over ly alarmed albion

fimerican family wnbil 1907, when immigration officials began

ding their

B E

to worry about dncoming nationalitid

Lo Yolesan® fAmerdoan commurnd B Fesd ormer s,

smial ly those who belonged to the Omerican Booiebty for

Social and Moral Frophylasis, began bto fear that immigrants

wars not the only people who could spresd vensrsal ol

por of veneresal dissases in

Ffwar oonbea

fmer i

ionesd

Phe fAmerican mil it

foreign oount N WEAE §

{Brancdt 20,

I order to prepare service men for the dangsres of

Fhat lurked in foreign prostitutes prior to Americ

aricl

involvensnt in World War T, Y"social hygienis

a program that would

e s over padormers. .. sought bto devi

create a new army, physically fit and morally uperight?

(Brandt 5%y, PFamphle movies, and lechurss bheoams

Frogressive and dmerican military artillery against venereal

dissssns, There was, howsver, a push from Frogressive

reformeres to strike oloser Lo heart of the problem--the

&



Lhutdon

W A

Of  pros

elimination of “"rodolight di steiet
(Frandt 79 . As Stokes states, "to drain a red-light
district and destriovy thereby a breeding place of syphilis and

gonorrhea is as logical as it is to drain a swamp and destroy

theresby breeding place for malaria and yellow fever" (100).

In Wisconsin, the resaetlve push to eliminate the

tonf ovenere aimed primarily at the

threa

general public and specifically at the Wisconsin male.

loser to involvement in both

America direw

Eveanto

Tly,

World War 1 and World World War 11, reformers pushed for the

incarceration of prostiltab ang the seizing of “red-light"

’

sronsin s route to the

districtes,

fare then, ws

elimination of vensreal dise: 1, and, inadvertently, its

auant devialtion from the sastern model reformatoriss.

By 1913, the

mein legislaltoers

a law that zeroed

inoorn bthe sub ject of

vaener aal o s

A1 bhough W

WA &

o

hrehing the r

by in 213 g

wi i vt

) Y

2l dlispases,

[SIRTiee

jar, their

commi tment was Lenaclous.

Surprisingly, the |aw,

ater numbe 7R in khe §




the male as the most (See Figurs 7). Pikely carrier of
vangreal dissases. The law was craabted to foroe males who
wers applying for their marriage license to submit o a

venereal test fiftesn dave prior bto the date of their

wdding-—the test had to prove they wers uninfected beftore

they could receive thelr marriage licsnss (Wisconsin Session

L.awes Fesolutions, and Memorials, 1913, 10600

Fig. 7. Poster warning couples, rather than just the male,
to be checked for venereal diseases before marriage, in Allan

Brandt ‘s Nop Magic Bullets A Bocial History of Venereal

SE PR AP B

in the United States Since 18806, New York, Mew York:

Fvarton Pub., Inc., 1965, 148,

I 1915, the 19173 law was amendsd, and specitic tes

for gonorrhea were to be done at the reguest of any doctor

Yhy the St of Hygiens free of chargs!
(Wi seonsin Session Laws, Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials,

that the Wasserman best was

1915, &%5),. The law also

21y used for the testing of the presence of

Loy be speocifi

Cube at

gyphilis, and could be btaken at
Mendota frese of ochargs" (95,

By 1917, Wisconsin became sven more olear aboul whalt it

tenuptial physicael sraminations” (Wisconsin Session

Fesnlutions, and Memorials, of Wisconsin, 1917,

7

£
9
1
iz
i
=
ot
5
&
-
4
"
0
g
~+

mf bhe Hizsconsin

EFPFy . fAm Chapter number 483




No person who has ever been afflicted with gonorrhea
or syphilis shall be granted a marriage license in
this state wuntil such person shall furnish to the
county clerk issuing the license a certificate from
the director of the state laboratory of hygiene, or
the state board of health [sicl.,.. that the micro-
scopical examinabtion has been made and that the
individual named in the certificate is not in the
infective or comnunicable state of gonorrhea...or

in the infective or communicable stege of syphilis.
Any person who shall obtain any such license contrary
to the provisions of this section shall, upon
conviction thereod, be punished by a fine of not
less than ong hundred dollars or by imprisonment in
the county jdail for not less than thres months, or
by both such fine and imprisonment. {798

&l

Therefore, Wisconsin legislators stressed that any male who

auffered from gonorebeas or syphilis needed to go through a

physical to prove they were free from venereal diseases,

her bhe communicable or intective stage.

specifically in

fAnd, iF they obtained a license withoot being properly

e, they could be fined or imprisoned.  Much of the

pmphasis on the breating the mals, abt this poinbt, comss from
the gensral push across Amsrica from obthesr FProgressive

paformers bo kesp men fres from disease so bthalt they could be

in peal physical condition when they were signed up to fight

FBormany in Woeld War T

s of Wi orsin

By 1918, it became evident thal the s

3

wanted better reporting by physicians of Wisconsin citizens

whes wers carriers of gonorebhea or syphilis.  Doctors who now

atients with vensreal dissases were reoguired

saw angd brealed

E

9 oof the i

"

onzin e

v Taw, Dhapber

et an examination and btreatment to the Brtate Bosed

2

i owriting (1814, Dootors were also now expected

over bhe role of a2 sex counselore-advising infected

atisnts against marriags and further promiscouous adventuares
P -

arbil they were cured (133, Rather than allow man o marry,

i



despite a physicians knowledge of vensreal infection, as was

e with many doctors in bthe sarly 19  Wisconsin

decided o force doctors b report the dispase so the mlerks

could not grant matrimonial licenses (Brandi 18Y.

i}

Interestingly snough, this was the first yvear fthat the stat

e made mention of a moman who may have been

a femals physician

infected. She was given the right to g

if oshe so oho

poouread to the legislaturs

e may guestion why it never

to best bobh pariners who wished bo be married as

The answer may De

For vensreal dis

LI argli o

that physicians "fell women should be spared the degrading

guperianoe of e wutal  krowl edget (Brandt @8 . iy

obbar words, Viod about womnesn s supposed apathy

bowarod sex might ma wenen very uncomfortable; henoe, 10 was

andg therefors seducation

clwo i deed that vensreal

atiouh verereal  dis

WEE O

Lhey
showld be spared.  Bramddb also notes that many physicians

felt guilty aboul having coversd up for busbands who brought

vanersal ois rrw wivese-obhey were afraid of the

women weould dieplay once they realized that 1t was

ofben the male, not the female, who was the cause of the

urthinkabl s

deadly dissases (Brandb 1éd. was al

at that time that wvoung women about bto be married would have

al inter

Lhigy were assumed o be virging.

prEsmalr

The 1918 law concerning vensreal oissase supanded

vl s | aws ing that any patient who stopped

Fore bhey were past the communicable

vhage was o be summarily sent to sither a Ycounty or a state

o

irstitution” (W sonns 21 on Laws, Acts, Resolubtions, and

46



apme hhe

Memorials, 1918, 14y, This was a key statement, bso

e then

s vensreally diseased peopls as

Wimoconsin 1

worthy of penal punishment. From this 1918 law, il was only

a short dump to imprisoning women in bhe NIHY for being

vengreally dissased with sither gonorrhea o syphilis. The

Paw & wIE=S )

that "any person who shall violate any of the

provisions of this...shall upon convicbion thereof be deewmed
guilty of a misdemeanor and be punished by a fing of not more
thamne . « Fire hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the county

' ot mingdy (1é&2.

jail for nob mors than ong YEEF ...

Therefors, people refusing treatment for venereal dissases

et .

could now be dmpedsonsd For falluars to @ Trres

By 1919, two yvears prioc to the opening of bhe WIHN,

Farvcs o venseaal ol Seass even more

Wigoonsin fien

1143 gy

1 s wounld now be responsible for

ael wibh Cther gonorehea or

coring indigent pereons affli

ang wers notb

viohilis, and deuggistbs who were nobt physic

commengd boooan Yoo LYET E0ON

cedbe or re

allowsd to "give, ssell, pre

v by e oused For the

i o obther subsbanc

ary ol g

B

cure or oallevis ofF syphi lis, gonorrheal infection or

chanceroid. . " (Wisconsin 8 ion Laws, Acts, Resolutions, and

Memorials, 1919, 4063, This is griificant because it shows

that the legisiature e worrisd aboul "guac abtempting to

se which it is trying to

cure a seriously dangesrous di

~at bhe desi ot bthe

areacicate. Tt also

F

slatire to keep the authority over venersal reporting and

in the hands of the doctor: if any pharmioclst were

treat me

to give oul medication to somgonsg who had not besen wheokesd

o, the sbtate would not have acourates
47

anc



reporting on numbsrs of cases of venersal
patisnts might nob use the medication corvsctly 80 as Lo oure
themnssl ves. T is also ismportant to nobs that, in 1919, the

mment about how it feltb

tegisiature made a direct sts
Their laws on vensreal dissases should be incorporated into

the soon to oo WIHW. As the Wisconsin Sesxzion {awms, 1919,

Chaptar 34%, staltes

The board of control Csicl shall equip and maintain
one ward or department of the said industrial home
with suitable hospital Facilities for the treatment
of women atflicted with venereal disease; and shall
also equip and maintain a psychological laboratory
for the study and treatment of mental disorders to
which womaen and girles addicted to immoral practices
are subject. Such females shall be committed for
freatmant and such industrial training as shall
enable them to support themselves properly, and
shall bhe subject to such examinations, treatments,
pperations and tests, under the regulations of the
board as may be deemed necessary by the state board
of health Csicl to improve their physical and mental
gondition. (455 45E&)

Fyv making this statement in 1919, the Wisconsin

predestined the HITHW Lo becoms--from bhe day it Firet opsned

ite doorse-a medical  moo reformnatory. The emphasis upon

and ouwring of vensreal

the acknowl edogemnsat, e
diseasss, as wall as the emphasis upon the Defsotive-
Delinguent Movement by the addition of a psyvochological
testing ward, crested a reformatory which was fundamental 1v

=t Umodel

i fferent from the reformatory ab Bedfoed

raformatory in fAmerica.  While the Bedford reformatory

pmphasi zed social reform, the WIHK emphasized medical reform.

IH

Thersfore, | fesl it is abundantly clear that the HIHH

H

madical model because bthe

e

was predestined
progressive Wisconsin legislaturs, through ite legislation

from 1913 through 1919, smphasized the importance of testing
453



and bresating both the general public and eventually women

incarcerated in the ¥IHW for vensreal oisg

2R It alsn,

hecause of the srovisions mads for a pevohological b

iy

¢

Phe state ogovernment ‘s faith in

ware in

the Defesctive-Delinguent Movemsnt as a way in which to

detearmine why womsn becams criminals. Iy the following

chapter, I will sxaminsg why the WIHN felil disuse afbsr

twenty--four vesrs of serviose.

4%



The Decline of Progressivism and the Death of the HIHW

Movemsnt, bhelisves that the primary

decline of Progressivism between 19161930

groups supporbing the central issues had

thought wers permissible reforos” (Colbuern

Therefore, according to Mowsry, reformers finally sensed

to push For any more reforms would stret

the public and local,

Frison reforners wars able to accomplish mooch b

and the mid 19230¢0

archai o, dungson-1i

v centur

wevr e Fovbidden-- Lo bthe twenbis

WIIMED @ owith nature, wesar

closely resenblsd strest olo

breated for i1lne %, el S

g e

goucabi onal  and phvsd

ang national

Y

woe Mowery, a prominent historian of

Frian

Women went Ffrom living in

s et

ook

10T ward o

It iwm nob

the Frogre

was bhecause

ot of what

and Poszetta

groavEr nments.,

Peamny 1R93

mai ve

For bhe natd o de

"Ehe

ey
174y,

that

o the patisnoce of

restrichive,

o mat ory -

Frivigg that

b medically sxamined

Formes of

difficult

[ isong-whers s frEE h and e W LI tact

wher e

anel

o

underetand that conservative forces within society may have

criminals as going "too Ffar. " Whal then,

Freogres

Fulure of the HIHWT

as Mowsry

tapsr off, Wisconsin h bans alan saw

a time when Progre

happsned Lo

a ti

me whan

Frogressiviesm began to dissppesr.  According to Herbert

further attempts abt 1ifting restrictions from female

iviam in Wisconsin, and how did that influence the

sivism began to

the Progressive period in Wisconsin was dominated

by Robert M. La Follettse-a Republican governor in Wisconsin




from 1901 bo 19086 (124, However, he asserits that the
alection of Fmanusl Fhillip to the governorship in 1915 ended

the FProgressive Era in Wisconsin (124, aGpparently, Fhillip

@i va-onoe bthey gailned a

and his followers were anbi-proges
maiority within the 1915 legislature, any and all Frogressl ve
raforn legislation cessed (1243, Although it is true that
Frogressiviem in Wisconsin ended in 1915, it may have haan

islation pertaining to vensreal

HEe e ened ve 't s

nobed th

RS A From 1911 to

Adiessases continuesd wuntdl bo 191% in

VEEE LN

1919, the desire to btake care of vensreal oiss

¥

prnsin e ldeology angd became

Wisconsin was adopbed into Wiso

ive reforms.  Therefore, albi

mneparate from obther Progrs
other Progressive reforms would not pass the legislature

Tation dealing with venereal dissases mould

an dssus to which Wisconsin had developed a
spsoial attachment.

Pwiwmm encded in Wisconsin was

fnother reason Progres

CWIERE S8

agieement anong progeressi

heoauses of "a fundamenbal o

te the nature of the movement and strategy that was reoguired”

i

i

(Margul ies 984, La Follebte belisved that man wotlol always

e Fighting for Frogressive it ause corruption in

=ial insguitiss would alwavs be

politics, sconomios, and s

presenpt.  Meanwhile, obhers both inside and outside of the

ivism had alveady

@ive Movemsnt believed that Progres

Foeogre
mercded sush corruption G284,

balieves that Progressl ves were

Finally, Marguli

N

always short on monesy (285).  As he states:

On & national level, they sspoused sound money and
the protective tariff.... 0On the state level, the
reforms they sought, though important, were unim-
peachably moderate. That Wisconsin was able to gain
recognition as the leading progressive state on the

s



hasis of so conventional a foundation was cause + o
wonder . {PE2&)

Tn effect, Margulies

more progressive than other s

i stating that, although Wisgonsin was

tes, Wisconsin reformers were

slill fairly money conscious in their reforms. This bhecomes

more rlear if we remember that the legislature of 1211 did

Nt pe

reformatory

What then, happened bto bl

ma jonr fFactors o

a bill allowing for the construction of a

hecause of too litile money in the treasury.

@ WIHW? Unfortunately, four

it to meet its demise in 1945,

aon for the demise of the HIHK was the negative

influence one superintendent had as she ran hoth the WNIHKH and

ths women s
Fime falonsg

Waryzun with

I EMTE

L S, Up until 19335, woman who were second -
were sent o complete thelir prison terms at

the male criminal . This was because their

ton severe Lo gualify them for a committmen L )

The WIHW, and the fact thal therse was no pe ison at the time

F O WOMETY .

bed

rOE

requests of the Board of Contro 1 and Warc

bafter lisbening for ten years to the

sy Dscar

Wy

nf the State Prison, the legislature of 1931 appropr iated

funds For the construction of a prison for women on the

grounds of

Fhe Tndustrial Home for Women" (Odegard and Kei th




Fig. 8. Fhoto of the women's prison in Wisconsin, built on
the same lot as the reformatory, in Odegard and Keith's A

History of the State Board of Contrel of Wisconsin and the

e A A

State Institution: 1849-197%9, Madison, WI.: State Board of

AR

Control , 1939, 230

Al though the prison was to be built upon the same lLand
as the WIHW, both institubtions were to remain separabe from
gach obther bul would be run by the same superintendent

WA (Gee Figuress % oand 103,

fegard and b

Becanse both facilitiss werse bo be run by bthe sams

supsarintendent, the ong bebwsen the perison-

i shment mentality and The radormatory-rehabd Tatation

mantal ity bhe bo bl It would be impco hle for the

superintendent of the reformatory, Mrs. BElizabethb g
and later, Mre., Marcia Simpson, not to allow bthe prd sonn

MEN of punishesst--rathee bthan rehabilatetion-—to enter

walls of the reformatory.  Thersfors, the use of one
superintendent Lo run both the reformatory and the ISR -t L
allowed for prison punishment jdeals to oross over into the

e dnbo

reformatory, angd for o rehabilatabive foe
the prison. By bringing prison methods into the raformabory,

much of the long ardupus work of reformers to oreate & penal

wnlike the prison was desbroved.

Therse was, however, a mors positive result

3

srictanoy.  Albthough the WIHH

attributable to the dual superint

il fFall into disuse, a fsw of i ideals survived.,  How did

thise happesn?

a
L otd
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The vegetable gardens and cannecry at the state
prison for women and women'’s indusirial home
at Taycheedah are busy spots these days as in-
mates harvest and preserve in a stepped up
production program, an important part of their

war activities work. A group from the indus-
trial home is shown (top photo) sacking leeks,
while (beiow) women from the prison stack
filled cans and jars in the cannery bnik‘iina

.Ion\bnnl Sinft
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clie

WIHMN

i

11,

LM

Figa

Unpubliﬁhed Collection. 18 March, 1988.

Thi mhind e puroose of the reformabory, according to the

ord Model, was to women ot as prisoners but as

nts. RAVE::

#11, the reformatory attempted to care for the
WOMan i physically, mentally, and socially. When the

1945, not all of its ideals died with ity

pr, @ome were incorporated by the prison’s

rintendent, Mrs., Marcia Simpson (See Figure

aned nthers who followed in her footsteps, into the day-to-da

ing of the Wisconsin rison fOr women.

11. Photo of Mrs. Marcia Simpson. Lewis, Catherine.

This occurred becauss Mrs. Simpson had been a

superintendent to bobth the WIHN and the womsn s prison

[N T

exby e

many of them in the pri

Thves

with

[RARF- e

v ent v, I'n all probablility, Mrs. Simpson saw things

Tl

abont the reformatory and attempted to utilize as

son as she could, while still running

prison essentially for female felons. In an interview

Mrs., Datherine Lewis (See Figwe 12), a former mabtron-

tboand Leacher at snain Home. for Women, Mrs

s s atbtempt to "reformatorize" the prison was

subaltantiated., To begin wilth, Mrs. Simpson maintained {as had

towen

Fimbh century reformers! that the women inmates be known

rlisnts" and rot prisoners (Lewis interview). Mrs, Lewis

notes very firmly that this rules was to be strictly obhserved

I a

wimnen b homnsel ve

who worted at the prison--particularly in front of the

and visitors to the prison.




Fig. 12. FPhoto of Mre. Catherine Lewis, from Thi
Sunday, Aug. 24, 1986, Sec. E., 3.

Mrs, Lewis also neoted, in an
article in memory of Mrs.

hreac

Simpson, that the clien
many opportunities for
ducational  and récwaatimmal
activities: "there were classes,
chapel attendance, programs,

musical choruses, book panels,

recreation, programs, and

celebrations on all holidavs"

biony. Although

]

the SNTHW did not follow through on this, 71t made attempts to

soo in the beginning. Mre, SBimpson was apparently very

concesrned that o womern in prison be able to support themsel ves

e They Tefb, angd this would have been impossible had they

nobt recel ve some type of education. Im keeping with the

beaubtiful grounds of the reformatoriss, with their trees,

Fawns, and flowsr gerdens, "Marcia Simpson believed that

It SRRt went hand in hand. ... bthe grounds

by and ol

for.. g bandl visitors expressed both

ath i fFl by o

ement at the lovely surroundings” (Lewis

3N TR

PO Y w M Leawis also remarked that, just as in the

of the HIHK, therse was a deemphasis on supervision-e

although 11 was a prison and guards were necessary, they

malking the clients and staff fesl

{Lewis ir rovi em e, Finally, Mrs.

¥

that appeared in the Fornd du Lac

it

Loemmdos oo



Commonwealth Reporter after Mrs. Simpson’s death, ab age 85,

bR (S

in FPennsylvani as

[Marcia Simpson’ sl...recent death was a reminder to
all who knew her that she was out in front of the
avolutionary process of prison administration.

She was not among those who belisved that prisons
ware for warehousing society’'s troublemakers. Her
enlightened goal was to give women who erred a
chance for a fresh start., and in the years she
served the people of Wisconsin, that’'s precisely
what she dide (Qewis Dollscbion?

Thaerefors, Mrae. Simpson carvied on omany of the ideals of
the reformatory-—ideals which had besn cherished by

Frogressvives of bthe sarly twentielh century. T doing bthis,

Fowr womsn in

Mre., Simpson vitally changsd the penal

Wisronsin from a bharsh, uancaring, punishing syvshem into a

more gentle, concerned, and rehablitative sysbem, iF tt

consin Industrial Howpe For Howen haod nsver exid

wender how long it might it bhave taken Wisconsin bo

LA

tremat female prison inma wi b humanensss and hope,

themselves so that they might

wrcouraging them Lo

sucoesd once they left the world of the prison?

Along with the influsnce of one supecintendesnt Fowr bhe

Pwen female pesnal inebtitubions, an overcrowding problem

areod within bhe prison in late 1934 which also hely

bring aboul the downfall of the reformatory. I an unknown

Pl PWomsn s Fenal Insbitobilon

newsoaper, an arbicle enl

a Dr. Boodland of

Dverorowded, State Warned,” s

wl el

Racins ingoired 1F women in the home, nobt the prison,

he paroled early in order to provide more roodm For bhe

in the prison. (Wisconsin Home for Women--Uorrections

Serapbonlk By 1943, the two institubions, built to house 93

inmates, hat crammed 138 into their facilities {Wisconsin
T



Homa for Women-—Dorrections Scorapbookl . In this instanoce,

space was literally the reason for pushing out redormatory

womeEn -1t wonld be interesting to know how many reformatory
women 1ived with prison inmates in order o easze the

cowiding in the prison.  Who can know the extent toy owhich

[mANE

prison inmates negatively aff =S A wigh ary womenT Many

of the raformatory women had besn commitlted for pregnancy-

wntike the prisonsrs, who had commmited mourder and other

For the Wisconsin Womsn s prid

Falonies. Henose, the ng

W inmates was a seoond

by use bthe reformabtory Lo hoo

+a in the demise of bthe reforma

iz dus bto the

A third reason bhat the NIHE de

mint of venersal

heavy emohasis on the <bing and tre

el Thie reaussd the reform and sducabion of the woman

ily eubinch.

at the raforms Lo become secondary, if virbua

an effort bo oommsnoe 31 R

A Dodsgard and

art

wiohoonl work s the Industrial Home in 19324, but

the dinsbitubion was handio by the lack of school room

aned mopdd pment ™ 2

AL I8 Fow e venereal

’

ang a great deal of the reformatory’s funding

Ffor the medical

weanh in suppliss and salaries
personal . An pxample of the WINN = ohassssion with vensreal

spreel by bhe

v The tes adminis

teating can bhe

were given when they

For wenesraal di

s
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antered the facility, two or three bimes yearly, and onoe

hefore they left to snsurse bthat nong of the inmaltes were

of Fublic Welfars 1-301,

I the KIHE s bisnnial reports, an inoreass oan bhe seen,




during the mid twenbies, in bhe volums of doctor s reporbs

concerning general medical examinabions as well as vensreal

dissase exaninablons. In the 1924 piennial report, Dr. Boyd

e g

makes the following sts

In making my biennial report T wish to state that
every girl who enters this institution has a good
physical examination including the more common re-
flexes, the Argyll-Robertson pupil, Rombergs symptom
and also an examination of the mouth including the
teath, tonsils, the throat, chest gramination
including the heart and lungs, abdominal gxamination
and vaginal taking two smears for MNeisser and blood
for examination for Wasserman., All those having
positive Wassermanng Lsyphilisl are given six
intravenous injections of Merousal....

R

te Board of Control, 1924, 3703

This illustrates all of the medical svaninations that bthe

woman sndured at bhe WIHN, as well as the bvpe f breatment

they received in the and curing of syphilis. In the
bisnnial report of 1926, & special saction was devoted bto a

discussion of vanscrsal o se fim The report states:

Figures...indicate that of inmates received, 12 per
cent were infected with Gonorrhea and 205 per ceant
with Syphilis. These entrants are either committed
primarily for specific treatments or are found to
be infected upon entrance examination.

(Bhate Board of Control, 1926, 469

Hers again, one can ses bhe pmphasis placed upon vensraal

i seases

Alen during 1926, the FIHN regquesied more
farilities and funds for “new admissions, hospital ared
makewmihy wardes; segregation of specific dissase inmates
Fandl offices for Dthel physician, psychiabrist and dentist”
(474, Finally, in the 1928 report, . Bacl Borsaclk reports

that Lhe total pumber of venersal treatments given in  was

A0, 467 (State BHoard of U

ieE, 478, Therefors, as



more and more emphasis was placed on the testing and
Fraeatment of venereal dissases, less and lsss time was being
speEnt  on P@%mkmimg wimen through sducational procssses.

The fourth and final reason the HIHN died ococurred due

to the dissppearance of the Frogressive Mowvament from

Wisconsin. This left a Progesssive institubion withoot

Feogressive backing in the legislaturs. In 1945, due to the

“lining interest in the Progressive

m
i

resd for space and a o
peform of women, “the legislature combined the two
inatitutions [RIEN and the women s prisonl and they becams
he Wisconsin Homs for Women” (Wisconsin Homs for Womeno-

Sorraphook) . Thus ths reformatory, dus to the need o SRace

For felonious women and a | of Frogressive support for o the
maintenance of the reformatory, mebt its death.
Arcording to Mowsey, bthe Progressive Movement

crmers felt that the time had come when they

ercledd b

FRRRE- 1L

4 For Furbhsr reforms. Marguliss stabes

could no longers p

2in, bhe Progressive Movement

that, specifically in B
came bo & haldt due bto thrse reasonss the slection of Emanusl

Fhillip in 1915 as a Wisconsin governor, a general

Avesn as Lo the nature of bthe

i magresnent among Progre

Frogressive Movemsnt, and a chronic shortage of Funds.

i

Finally, the reasons for the death of the KIHK incluade

the role of h

women s prison, an overcrowding problem in Phe womsn ' s

meialization in venereal oisease, and a lack of

reform braining, and the end of the Frogressive

wit of the dual

Movement in Wisoonsin. A, A% A res

superintendents, Mrs. Marcia Simpson in particular, many of

srtury reformers were not lost

o
A

the ideasls of the twentiebh o



when the HIHE was closed because many of them were

assimilated into the Wisconsin women’s prison.
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The Historical Significance of the WHIHH

Why, then, is it important that the Hizconszin Industrial

Home For Homen is shudied?

(e reason it is important o study this in iory is
berause it exemplifisd Wisconsin’'s participation in bhe
Frogressive Movement, as well as Frogressiviam s sub-
movement s, Mi%émnﬁing maught up in the reforms of

Frogressivism, attacked such social problems as prosbition,

gaps between the wsalithy and the poor, and abusss by loocal,

state, and fedsral goveranmesnts. Wisconsin attempls

rectify these problems by o cing women s groups bo fight

vinst corcuption, as well bhe reformatory. Wisconsinsin

paroed ved reform through Social Foi bty s spherses of

i bthe lTowse olasses’

gnie s el

infFluence, bthreough BEog

Vity to criminal tendanciss, through the Defecbive-

Deal 4 opassnt 7 in a disegas ming, and in the Prison

Feform s belief in rehabilation versus punishment.

interest

Swmoongd, it i1l alerd Wisconsin s deep-

R The sucoession of

in the curing of venersal dis

W ginning in 1913 with the reguirement

al dissase laws,

md bhe male to be tested for vensrsal diseases hetores he

s, eventually lsd to the

1 he granted o marediage 1
incorporation of a venersal Jiseass testing and ouring

Facility on the premises of the WIHE in 1919, Although

Wisconsin coneidered one of the most Progressive of

ional trends +wmar of the

atas, 1b was following a ne

yrear of vensreasl oissase and a desire to erracdicate the

prositinte who spread venereal disgases.
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Third, the HINN became a unigue facility because it

the medioal - rather than the sacial---reform of

smphas
WEIMEY o This change came about due to Wisconsin's obsessive
desire to test, btreat, and cure each and every inmate who

consin del ved

passes bhrough the doors of the WIRK. s W

further into venereal dissase treabmsnt, it deviated from the

Radford Hillsy although Bedford

mational raformatory model

also emploved venereal dissase testing, it did not go to the

exbremnss bthat Wisconsin oid,. This deviance from bthe national

Wisconsin to stand out from obher

raformabory modsl ¢
states as an jnstitution which left behind social reform and

swfirl .

which was therefors unsuooes

Fourth, there was a varisbty of women who wers

]

incarcerated in the ¥IHN during the first five vears of its

oparation. 2lientes differed in family baoclgrounid

races, nationalities, education, oooupations, and other

5, Many should never have been sent to the WIHH.

A

A, Finally, a study of the HIHN illustra why  Lhe

Frrgr s iwve Movement, and, ulimately, the WIHK, ended.

Changes in Wisconsin leadership, fear of pushing reforms

further (past the public’'s level of toleranced, dual

supgrintendship, and the merging of the Wisconsin reformatory
with the Wisconsin women s prison werse all factors that

brought about the end of Progressivism and the Progressive s

insbtitution:  the reformator

In retrospect, we must ask owselves 18 such an

institution was worithy of Wisconsin's progressive ldeals.

Tronically, Progressive reformers truly desired to olean up

fAmerica bolbh socially and morally. Albhough their intentions

were nobile, they often defesated thelr own purposes,
&2



Fetormers abttempted Lo tell the world of theiv concern for
female criminals, for wavward women. They attempted to save
mociesty from bhese women and their oriminal and immoral ways.

Howsver , in the process of "reforming” and "rehabilatating®

thess women, they ofbten bhecame the foroe which, in many

v the crusliest of all foroes o socially attack

weets, W

women in the sarly 190 They took away their freedom to
Tive a normal life by olacing them--aome dndeberminently-

aods From bthem thelr dignity and pride

behind "bars."  They
by exposing their sexual mistakes and abuses to their

conminund T es. In many cases, they incarcerabted women who were

the wvi ims of sexual abuse and pushed them into contaoct

inside the reformatory with women who bruly were thisves or

wagyan Women who may have entered as nalve

BH

S

o innocent certainly could not have left without soaoh

unsavory womsn having a negative sffect on them. ther tThan

el bhe treated with

creating & social olimabe whers wimen wou
more soualiby, they placed yvel another burden upon womsn--bhe

st eatment by obher women.

e den of mi

Finally, the Misc in Fodustrial Howme For Women,

al though it did not 1 foraver, left its Progressive-

raformatory marlk on the Wisconsin Home for Women and on the

penal history of Wisconsin. it is not possible to claim that

wves institution, it

bhe reformetory was completaely a neg

o take women in Wisconsin from the overcrowdsd facilities

at Waupun and created a slightly more open and educative

gVl onmsnt . The Tives of countless clients in the prison

for the bebtter becausse FProgressive prison

were chang

raeforners, such as Mrs. Marcia Simpson, inhegrated some of

the ideals of the reformnatory (open and beautifully
&5



sion, the term "client”

SURDEr VI

Landscaped grounds,

O COLrses)

rathar than “"prisonse," incorporation of educat
into the prison sysbem. Tt is worth noting that the

in the one word that, in a

Wisconsin prison for Women Jid ret

consin reformer s mind, epitomized the women’'s

sed v Wis

the two inmate buildings. The windows have

Inmates of the Wisconsin home for women at ‘ :
no bars and the grounds are surrounded by a

Taycheedah take part'in the prison’s recrea-

tional program on the lawn in front of one of fence with an open gatg. 2 Journal Staft
Fig. 13. Wisconsin Home for Women. QCorrections Bcrapbooks,

Series 12389, Reel #1, 1928-1951.
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