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publisher followed by ita almost immedizte Yguppression® and

sendemation is 2n vnnlessant e: jence. Sugh was ths ax-

perience of Theodere Drelser {1871-1943) with Zister Sarrie.

How did be respend to this hoteeold trealement? with salism

sed dizpeasion 23 ong eritie puggests, ov with despalr?

To esteblish the psvchological basis for the event, the
firat zsetion potices the zmbivelence of Ureliser's personali-
W%wmhiﬁ lagk of self-gsenildence alternating »ith beerish

wride, his sense ol inhussn fate halancsd by hig dogzed

The sazond ssctisn notes the partisulars of the zentrash:,

ingivding 2 guestlon aboul the ressen for relaetion; and the
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el Sister Carris and the sstablishasnt of Urelser
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rank boubisdzy 2pd hisz wife Helije had besy o

a lunier partneyr, and

mavtnar, had accapted

1

wdavs . raturnsd

o

Doubl

diallikesd 1T,

Doubladay, a strong-willed sseial werker, took sueh an

syerelon Lo the boek that zhe a2s%ed her hushand Lo bresk

the conbresct 1s Lrus mey nevsr be koowa, Yhat is importent
i
iz Urelser's beliel that shes wss the meaunz of the "suppression”

af Dister Ugrrie, The dvrztiens) Bltterasss that 52 harbe

uycﬁﬂmg in a letter dated Hovember 27, 1923, te

Heinemanp
of Londen for ~ i ? togk the
ook home snd @ ve i% %w his %%fmﬁ ﬁ@img ot & COnven-
tionsl and %i@%@fi@ﬁ turn, I believe-~{1 have slways
been told soi--ghe book 2 viglent disiike to the book
snt procesded 5o dissourspe hey husband 35 o 1ts
subiicstion., He in turs sent for me, and zzksd me to
relezse him from the gontrest whizgh had alresdy bsen
sisned, His statement to we was that he 4id not liks
%@@ﬁ%&@% and would net publizh it éwﬁzﬁﬁfﬁg 1T, vp. LiE-
5@3}%@ @
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29
and questioning his ability, Dreiser was difficult to live
with, His suffering was developing into neurosis, a minor
psychiatric reaction characterized by disorder of the per-
sonality functions or the functions of bodily organs and
resulting in personality difficulties.

The one bright spot in the gloomy picture was Frank

Norris's steadfast belief in Dreiser as an artist. In May

1901, Norris had sent a copy of Sister Carrie to the British
publisher; William Heinemann; who had liked it, William
Heinemann in a letter written to Doubleday, Page and Company
said he looked on Dreiser as an author of exceptional merit
and congratulated them heartily in having discovered him.
Doubleday, Page and Company forwarded the letter to Dreiser
without comment. In August 1901; Heinemann contracted with
Dreiser to bring out in England a curtailed version of Sister
Carrie to fit his Dollar Library of American Fiction (Swanberg,
pp. 95-97).

The British gave Sister Carrie a warmer reception than

had Dreiser's own country. The New York Commercial Adver-

tiser, September 18, 1901, wrote that in England "where it

/Sister Carrie/ had just appeared in Heinemann's Dollar

Library of American Fiction, it is winning golden opinions
from the eritics" (Stature, p. 65).
Warmed and encouraged by the praise of his British

crities, Dreiser became persistent in his effort to have



30
Sister Carris reissued in America, Dreiser sent the boek teo
"Appleton's, Stokcs; Scribners, Dodd, Mead, A. 5. Barnes,
and others,” but in view of its recent failure, the book
received rejections (Swaﬁberg, Pe 97)e

The judgments of English eritics published in English
papers created a stir of condemnation in New York for "their
fantastic notions of American fiction" (Stature, p. 178).

Dreiser found that magazine editors were suddenly
uninterested in his articles and stories, which had
once been widely published; the new ones were coming
back with rejection slips. One editor said, "You are

s disgrace tg America.” The %&;gg%;g Mont wrote him

tgzg.hfszgg n?r;%l 73??krup and could not publish

The English edition of Sister Carrie which brought
Dreiser international recognition "sold 1,161 copies te
J anuary 1; 1902; bringing Theodore Dreiser $111.46 in
royalties" (Swanberg, p. 543). Royalties from the sale of
Sigter Carpie in America and in England brought a return te
Draiser of less than §200 - a negligible amount,

Dreiser, whe had feared becoming a total falilure,
becoming a man whom socliety condemned, becoming a man
spurned and tosssd by frivelous chance, sank even deeper
into despair.

But Drsiser did receive one encouraging response from a
firm to whom he had sent 3ister Carrie for reissue, Rutger
B. Jewopt; editor of the small firm of J. F. Taylor and

Company, said he admired Sister Carrie and wrote to Dreiser
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Yindliness and encouragement

if the book cannot meture in time fpr Jepltember
@%@Ei@%%i%m it will %@‘%@ﬁﬁﬁw to postpone the issue
until the fellowing Februsry.... 0o not get dig-
gouraged %%%%%@f from R, B, Jewett Lo ?ﬁ%@ﬁ%wﬁ
Drelssr, June 27, 1992, Swanberg, p. 100,
In six months tinme Draijger because of his traveill bad

been able Lo write only ten shoprt chapters of Jennle Ler-

which Jewett had resd and exclaimed over sagerly in

%

wwo letters to Drelser in May 1902 {Swsnbsrg, ». 100},

o
i

Tn Polladelohis, July, 1902, Ureiser nervously %ﬁ@%yﬁﬁg;
rezlized the bhopslessness of his «ffortes and was unsble o
wirite, His moods sliernated betwesn moments of alstion snd
Fite of profound devyresapion., He

Felt 111, dmeszined he was losing his %giyg suffersd
nping 4n his fiﬁ%ﬁfﬁi“ﬁg devaloved an @%%@?ﬁ%iﬁy large
@%m@?i@ﬁ but tried Lo save money by curteiling the
amount he sls, could not slesp W%@ﬁ he nesded rest,
and gould not writs when he tried te use his mind
géa@ﬁ w:i? Pe 135{&“’}@@§§a

e

e

Reealling this illness, Drelser wrote to Willisa C.

Lengel en March &, 1927:
I daveloped not only neuresthenis in s shary
fare bubt 2il8c 2 lung #pol 28 oressnt ¥=-78VE ghm%mm@ﬂ
gid gosr. 1 found mf%@if unable Lo write, ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%

unable to esrn. And I went down and down {Lehters, 11,
Pe hZ3i.

Jug Jeined Ureiser in Philsdelzhia before the end of

N Ew

the zummer of 1902 but was unable %o helr hinm overcome ths
moerrors of his dllness snd his fezpr thet his Troublss wore
*loreordained--worked out by invisidble snd adverses powsrs®

{Swanberg, p. 101).



He chose bto live in Hrooklyn where Living would be

him, and where be hoped

) 3 F e P : | 2
ghespar, where no friends would see

foresd to make sn effort to ssrn & living., He did

recelive a8 few asslignments from magazine editors bubt wess teo

inehle to avail myvsel! of this nanuscript I had to lsan
heavily on Swenberg's and Elizs’s ascount of the ordesl
linder such stesrk sconomy 8 erislis was certein. Drelser,

now suffering from melputrition, dropped in waight Irom

“qw@gaﬂ@ Dreiser to H, L, Mencksn, Mareh 27,

filiac e, Letters of Thegdore Dreiser
p. 80, Hersaiter Lhis relersnce
5 Letters, II1l, ODrelser ststes




and by gheatly dresns when he 4id ghanee to slsep, Urelssy
s 2e) felt his seslp wrickle a3 hs
snd zzohing for %@&g lesped out
his Lemp and Dind no ons thars,
nis in 2 @ﬁiﬁ ﬁ%@%%g staping sut
th ness, woellting dully for the
Pa

and brought with i% heliveinations., “He saw himsell divide
into two parsons, one 3 ta2ll selfish individual, the othsy
s silsnt rhilosovher whe watchsd his strugzles with oslm
detachment® (Swanberg, p. 103). Dreiser rezardsd this
rwo~sided seul--one whoe struggled, and sne who watehsad the
rugglas with shilosophic detschuent~~a3 sn inllunence

whigh

might save him.

g
The palns Drelser haed

falt in his Tingeriics when he was o Philadelohiz now
returned with iﬁﬁ?@ﬁ%@ﬁg severity. Flngers and also
enes bDurned snd blistersc. His svas %@?wﬁ Lo iteh and
stingy bis left eye becoming slightly weaker, losing
sone of 1ts power of %'ﬁﬁﬁ%§ﬁ§%§ﬁﬁg and wheraver hes
isoked, the sngles and I{ines of housss, strosts, :
aolusns apneaped %?&ﬁ%%ﬁa fpreover,

rletures, newssaves

whether he wasg ﬁiﬁ%iﬁf gr standling, he found hissell
) peiled Lo Lurn 3?@@@@ a8 though he pust
8 r bheing himsell into zlighnment with
i 2, Ds 127},

ir ai¥% in ¢ wirels as "pobhing =ure
nor less bha Lyt [ Swanberg, v. 1041,
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This list of beek reviews and notices was Laken from Alired
Eazin and Charles Shapire [ede ;
Ursiser {Indisna, 1955}, bp.

Book Reviews and Hetices
Trom publishing date bo Januvary 1902

AR, @h@f@hﬂ%u Devenber ﬁ%, iscs,
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Compilstior of book reviews znd noticez szppearing by month:
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