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Abstract: In her 2012 interview with Elaine Ayers, Kathryn (Steiner) Stevenson describes her years as a UW undergraduate in the 1930s. As a psychology major, Stevenson worked in Harry Harlow’s research lab, where he conducted studies on primates, particularly macaques. Stevenson was not a researcher herself nor did she partake in the experiments, but offers her remembrances of Harlow and Abe Maslow. Beyond her student job and psychology degree, Stevenson also describes her social life at UW. The interview also touches on Stevenson’s experiences during the Great Depression and World War II.
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Interview Session: Tape 1
Tape 1/Side 1	Keywords
00:01:03	Question: Why did you choose to attend the University of Wisconsin? Answer: KS details her decision on choosing UW: her sister, Ruth, was married to UW English professor Irwin Griggs.
00:02:06	Question: Could you tell me a little about your personal background? Answer: KS describes her personal background. KS’s Parents were Reformed Mennonites from Switzerland. Her father was an engineer in Waynesboro, Pennsylvania.
00:03:14	Question: And when you decided to come to the University of Wisconsin, was your family involved in that decision, or did you make that decision yourself? Answer: Her sister Ruth decided that KS should leave Pennsylvania and attend UW, but her parents did not support the college decision. KS’s other sister, Mary, paid for her schooling, but her father still contributed financially as much as possible.
00:04:24	Question: What made you be interested in psychology, how did you decide to major in that? Answer: KS decided to major in psychology, psychology as a discipline that not widely popular in 1930s.
00:05:29	Question: Did you consider any other majors, or were you set on psychology from the beginning? Answer: KS originally wanted to work with those with mentally disorders, but changed her mind after visiting a mental hospital.

00:06:06	Question: So did you have any idea of what you wanted to do with your psychology major? Answer: KS didn’t consider using her psychology degree outside of the university setting because most women didn’t work. She married her husband, Joe Stevenson, during her junior year at UW.
00:07:05	Question: Do you remember any other students or friends that you had while you went here? Answer: KS recalls her best friend, Irene Kreutzman.
00:07:49	Question: Were you involved in any organizations, or extracurricular activities while you were here? Answer: Other students were interested in the Communist Party. KS did not join a sorority because her sister did not approve, but lived in Alpha Omicron Pi house. 
00:09:38	Question: And what sort of things would you do on the weekends, were you a big studier, or did you go out with your friends? Answer: KS dated during her free time. Follow-up question: And were you questioning how you were raised at all?
	Answer: During college years, KS questioned everything, but she was not pressured into joining the Mennonite church. Never became religious.
00:11:03	Question: Now do you have any memories of the Memorial Union, and especially the end of Prohibition? Answer: Prohibition ended, and students drank at Memorial Union. KS fondly remembers eating at the Union Cafeteria and at the Chocolate Shop. KS believed that men and women drank at the union together.
00:14:19	Question: you worked at the Harlow Lab. Was that typical? Answer: KS discusses working at the Harlow Primate Laboratory. She did not recall any other students working while attending UW. Besides her lab job, KS worked for three months as a typist.
00:16:28	Question: So getting back to your job at the Harlow Lab—was it unusual for women to work there? Answer: One of the only things KS remembers from her job at the lab was that scientists performed brain surgery openly on rhesus macaques. The experiments fascinated KS in a way. She retells an anecdote about being told by Abraham Maslow to check the sex of incoming primates, but she did not know how to and never learned. KS recalls that there was one other woman worked in the Harlow lab.

00:17:42	KS remembered Harry Harlow as a professor but not as a primate specialist. She feels that she may have gotten her job in his lab because of her friendship with Abe Maslow.
00:18:48	Question: Now, were you familiar with Harlow himself, as a person? Do you have any personal stories about him? Answer: KS did not have any personal stories about Harlow, but he was young and she liked him. She does not recall much more about him, KS notes that Harlow did not impress her as much as Abe Maslow did. KS was surprised about the amount of controversy that surrounds his research work. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]00:21:27	Question: So let’s turn to your relationship with Abe Maslow, I’m really interested in any stories you might have about him. Answer: KS first knew Abe Maslow because he was a friend of her sister’s. KS remembered him as a sensitive, warm man. 
00:23:21	Question: Now, were you aware of any anti-Semitism on campus, or did Maslow talk about it at all? Answer: KS was not aware of anti-Semitism on campus during the 1930s though she did go looking for conflict, whether religious, racial, or otherwise. KS accepted difference among individuals and attributes this to her parents being part of a group of 1,500 Reformed Mennonites in the US.
00:25:44	Question: Now, do you have any memories of life during the Great Depression, did that affect your family? Answer: Although the Great Depression did not cause her father to lose his job, KS and her family lived humbly during the Great Depression. Her father had a difficult time paying to educate KS and her four siblings, so KS’s sister helped with her schooling. The Depression also strained labor relations. KS’s family home was guarded for a short time because workers at her father’s stool company threatened violence during a strike.
00:27:24	Question: Now how about World War II, were you involved in any war efforts, or was your family involved? Answer: Parents were conscientious objectors to World War II and were not involved in any war efforts. KS remembered rationing and blacking out windows of her house in PA because of bomb fears during the war.

00:29:04	Follow-up question: And your husband wasn’t involved in any war efforts either? Answer: KS’s husband was a refrigeration engineer on battleships in the first company. Joe was a skilled tennis player at Cornell and later looked after family farms. KS and her husband attended grade school together.
00:31:06	Question: Did you go to the prom when you were at the University of Wisconsin? Answer: KS attended UW prom at Memorial Union and received a prize. 
00:33:45	Question: Now, do you think that your years at the University of Wisconsin prepared you for anything later in life? It sounds like you did not use your psychology degree after you graduated very much. Answer: KS did not use her psychology degree professionally, but it taught her how to observe social behavior and helped her raise her children.
00:34:39	Question: Do you have any more memories of working at the primate lab? Do you remember the types of monkeys that you worked with, or any specific things that you were doing? Answer: KS worked with capuchins and rhesus macaques at the Harlow lab. KS was curious about the current primate research center and Maslow’s later psychological work.
00:38:00	Question: Well do you have any other memories or experiences of your time here that you’d like to talk about? Answer: KS discusses the various activities she participated in at UW, including one interesting experience ice boating. She hated the winters in Madison and she returned to Pennsylvania during the summers. 
00:39:55	KS mentions the she graduated with honors and, at graduation, she was given her diploma by a well-known Broadway actress. KS still is unsure who the woman was. 
00:40:34	Interviewer: So it sounds like you did well in your classes, then. Answer: KS did not consider herself much of a student. In her free time she played bridge and dated, but she cannot remember what all she did at the university
00:43:06	Question: Well, do you have any other memories or experiences you wanted to share? Answer: Enjoyed UW, especially the English department. Attended cocktail parties with professors because of her family connections. KS recalled the birth of her nephew, who she babysat throughout college.
00:45:03	Question: Do you remember if it was normal for students to have drinks or go out with professors? Answer: KS does not really know about that. She think her experience at UW would have been different had she joined a sorority. 
00:46:14	Question: Now is there anything else you would like to share or say while we’re still recording? Answer: KS again states how terribly cold Madison was, but that UW was a great school. She liked the buildings, teachers, and campus as a whole.
00:48:33	End of interview.
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