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WOMEN IN PHARMACY IN THE UNITED STATEES.

Introduction

ctotistics of woments work in the field of pharmacy are
very incomplete. The ﬁnited dtates census containg no data
at sll vpon the practice of pharmacy, aﬁd.all of the
information available is fragmentary or not especially.
reliable. The Reports of the various State Eoards of
Pharmacy usually contain ligts of names Of the registered
pharmacists of the state concerned. In these reports where
the initial letter of christian names only are given, it
ia imposmible to tell whether the registrants are men or
women. In cases where the full name is given it is often
difficult to do so. It has been necesgsary therefore to
gollect materisl chieflﬁ from short articles in the pharma-
ceutical journal. An abundance of such material is avail-
able. It is, at bvest, incomplete, Ekeﬂchy and not over
reliable., Much of it is written by women who are trying,
apperantly, to make out as good a case as poesible for the
women pharmacists and is, therefore, not altogether un-
prejudiéed. atill more ig absolutely worthless, being

sentimental vaporings over women's guperiority to man as

s pharmacist in that she is neater, more gorderly, more



conscientious, more careful, more accurate, more everything
degirable as & pharmacist than is man. In the la.ét few
years, however, there have appeared a numbe.r of articles
of more value,setting forth economie considerations, and

the demirability of more women to enter the field.



Historical

In ite eariiest developments, the art of pharmacy was
Bo closely assoclated with that of medicine, that it ise
quite impossible to draw any definite line of demarcation
between the two. The physician and pharmacist were em-
bodied in the person ﬁf one individual, who, with the aid
of his assistants prepared, as well as administered, hia
medicaments. Women were early associated with the heal-
ing art and have been continuously from the earliest
times till now.

In Egypt end Ieis, brother and sister, were
worshipped ag the revealers of medical knowledge to man-
kind, o©0f the two, the fémale Ipis, appears to have heen
either the more powerful in healing diseases or the more
interested in human il;a. at any rate she appears to have
acquired her knowledge of medicine from the angel Amneal,
one of the pong of God mentioned in the book of Genesis.
Tormulae credited to Isis were in existence at the time
of Gzlen,  The Papyrus Ebers, supposed to have bveen written
about 1562 B.C., begine by deeclaring that the writer had

brought help not alone from the king of Eternity bui from

the Goddess Mother as well, she who alone could inesure
protection, It was according to this document, Isis

to whom the pharmacists, in order that they might prove
effective, should pray while preparing his medicements,

The words, in part, to be used were, "That Igis may make



free, make free, liay Isie he%l_me as she healed Horus
from &ll paing. Obh Isis, Thou great Wagician, hesl me
znd save me, "

The myths and legends of ancient Greece also bear
witness to woman's part in the early practice of medicine
and pharmacy. The daughters of Aesculapias, the father
of medicine and pharmacy, were not less famed than were
hie sons. Their names indeed are in common use to-day |
while no one pretends to remember thé names of the sons,
though immortalized by Homer,., ledea of Colchis represent-
ed by eome writers as a fiend in human form, is believed
to have been & princess who devoted her life to the siudy
of the medicinal virtues of plant growing in her native
Oolchis in order that she might use them for the benefit
of the poor end sick of the land. She is reputed to have
- discovered the poisonoug properties of Colchicum, named
from Colchis her country.

liedicine, it would seem, has aslwayes been mere or less
~intimetely associated with magic, eo intimately, indeed,
thet it has not even yet been able to completely rid
itself of the associate., Among the Egyptians the prepa-
ration and administrating ﬁf medicine was done by the
priesthood. With the Greeks and Romans, medical knowlege

was the gift of some devine being, who brought it directly

from the CGods, or of some inepired person, who was in

consequence, deifled, Prayers, incantaiions exorcigms,



amulets end chorms were all used in conjunction with re-
medial agents, Priests and sorcerers, male and female
were prumineht smong medical practicloners, This con-

‘dition haa; to & measure, perslsted. Therehave always
been in a2ll countries the so called "wise women" who
eked ﬁut a more or less precarious existence by telling
fortuneg, selling medicines &nd charms, nor has this prac-
tice been canfined to women alone, as the "Indian dectors®
atill seen mometimes on our ptreels testify.

Turing the Middle Ages the pharmaciets art, was, ae &

. gort of housekeeping, essentially woman's province. The
women of the household preparing the medicine and looking
out for the health of the enftire family. In the convents
the sisters were nurses and dispensers, and often physicians
to the sick in their hospitals, and to the poor in the
surrounding country. That women sometimes served more
definitely a8 apothecaries is shown by an ancient memoxial
of an apothecary guild at Ulm in which there is a record
of a certain liargareta Hginézen Winkels} who gerved as an
Epulhecary and died in 1383, loreover in the earliest legal
records extant of medicael praciice in England 1389? both

men ahnd women are mentioned.

1, Western Druggist; 23, 537;
2, Chemist and Druggist; 77, 783;



It.iﬁ only during that period of history known as
Modern Times, that of the three lines of defence agsinsi
dipeages, medicine, pharmacy and nursing, men have
monopolized the first twe, leaving to women the less
gelentific calling, which aniy in our own day hasg been
reised to the rank of a professicn.

This monopoly, however, has never been complete. In
all countries, home remedies have always been prepared’
and dispensed by the women of the household. In new and
sparsely settled countries, the combined duties of
physician, Pharmacists, snd nurse have gdevolved upon the
wife and mother. 8he has collected the herbs, roots,
leaves and barks from the forests, compounded theﬁ into
medicine, administered them to the sick and nureed the
invalid back to health and strength.

In mast countries this has been all that she has been
permitted to do until comparatively recently. In our own
couniry, however, no legal reétrictiana have ever been
-placed upon the practice of pharmacy by women. As &
congequence, for more than a century there have been at

‘least & few women pharmaciste in America.

.



wgﬁen In Fharmacy In the United States.

In 1800 ¥rs. Jene Loring conducted a store in Enston{
ahe was not a college graduste but she has the honor of
being America's firet woman druggist.

ﬁnqthér early woman pharmaciet was Frs., Mery Klump of
Allentown Pa., who learned'the drug huainésn with her
father in 1821.°

These were protably the first women pharmaclete in
Americe, more than this they were among the first Americen
women to enter & professicnal, or even semi-professicnal
calling. Women in professions, however, have come to stay,
and are now admitted to all the colleges to which, a few
years age, they had to fight hard to gain admission, A
woman has all the.educatinnal advantages a man has. When
women firet begen to enter colleges, people believed that
they could not carry the lines of wmwrk thal men were
carrying, namely, the aciences, Now there is no question
of woman's making a success of science, Eoth the medical
and phermaceutical professions.are open to women, and the
success which they have attained in the study of medicine
ig an argument in favor of their ability to succeed in
pharmecy, or in other profesaions.

In 1908 ther were eight thousand women practicing medicine
~in the United states, Sixty years ago a woman sought in

vain to gain admiseion to twelve universities, only one being

1.Druggiet Circular; 53, 4%l
B, H . 53, 498



willing té admit her. Since then, time and sentiment have
changed. It ig the ssme with women in pharmacy. People
believed that they would not make & success of pharmacy,
but it has been proven by the number of women in pharmacy
that they are at least equal to men in ability. The work
a8 & wnole is well puited to educated women, for the art
of mixing druge and the endless variety of work in & drug
store appeals to them. Also, women customers prefer to
have their reqﬁirem&nts attended to by one of their ocwn sex.
Women are successful as druggists. ‘This is true not only
of the United States but similar conditions exist in most
of the civilized countries. Women are urged to enter the
field of pharmascy, which they are particularly fitted for,
and they may enter it an.aqu&l terms with men. All schools
of pharmecy are open to women and men under the same con-
ditinnf.
The firet woman pharmsceutical graduate of the United
States received her certificate of praduation from the
FWew York school of pharmacy in 1l#862. There were in 1913
approximately 754 women graduates in the United States,
end a few in Canada, and 582 regisiered women who had
" college training. Statistice of 1893 show that there were
then 500 women who owned drug stores in the United States

and more than 700 who were drug clerks.l

The firet woman to pass the examination as licentiate

i, Journal A. Ph., A; 2, 1277



of pharmacy in Wispanain[ in 1895, was lMies Anna Anderle,
now lre, F. L. Hinmgn of Hﬁinelander.l She was not a
college graduate, but had nbtainéd her knowledge of pharmao=-
ey by working in a drug store for a number of years, doing
outeide studying. The second woman to pass the examination
wag liiess Emma Seaman of Eeenah.l Thege two women have the
reputation of bteing among the best and most successful |
pharmaciate of the state,

In 1895 Wigcongin had 28 women druggiste. Ten holding
‘asgistant certificates, nine licentiates, seven registered,
and two graduatea.l

The first women to graduate from the pharmacy depart-
ment of the University of Wisconsin were lilss Emily'Grote
of lauston, and xiss Clara lisy Abbot of liilwaukee both in
1892, Their diplomas rank smong the first of the United
States,

The women gradustes of the pharmascy course of the

University of Wiscongin are as follows:
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In thie list of twenty, six hold the degree of Bachelor
of Science, three Waster of Science, and one Doclor of
Fhilosophy.

From the available data the conclupion may be drawn that
there are more women pharmacists in the west than in the
east, or even in the middle west. California has meny women
atudents in its colleges of pharmacy and slsc & women's
pharmeceutical association.

According to the Irugeist Circular, in 1800, there was
not a state in the United States nor a territory with the
exception of Hawaii, in which there was not at least one
woman phermecist, TFrom this same source we learn that of
the whole number of pharmacists in californis there are
2.8% women pharmacists, Illineis 2.5%, Michigen2.5%, Ohio
2,49, Wisconsin 2.3% .

Trom the reports of their respective State Board of

Pharmscy, however, we learn that during the period 19C5=



1910 inclueive, the relative proportion of women pharmaciste
to men pharmacists was greater in Wigcensin than in Illinois
both for registered and for ageiptant pharmacists.

This is shown in ihe following tahie.

WISCONSIN
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Women In Pharmacy In European Countries.

The conditions governing the practice of pharm&c&, and
women's relation there to in European countries, are go
different from those prevailing in the United States that
not much can be galned from comparison, In spme countries
the number of pharmeciste is restricted by the government
and it has been difficult for her to obtain entrance, even
after the restrictions to her gualifying have heen removed,
Germany is an example of thiﬂ condition. In ¢thers the
greateat difficulty, has been prejudice, not so much popu=
lar prejudice as the prejudice of pharmacist themselves;
Switzerland and Austria sare cases in point. In other
countries, again, the number of women pharmacists far
exceeds the men. Holland and Demmark are examples, but
here, as elsewhere in Europe, most of the women pharmacists,
having not yet fully gualified according te law. There
are few proprietors smong the women pharmacists of Europe.

With the excepiilon of England, but little information as
to war time conditions in pharmecy are available. In
England the number of women pharmacists is large and
rapidiy inecreasing. When the pharmacy act was passed,
in 1868, therewere already sbout 150 women engaged in
pharmacy in England, in 1900 about 3000 in England and

Wales, a ratio of about one woman to every eight men,

Since 1914 this ratio has rapidly increasged, women every-



where taking the place of men who have gone to the front.
Since 1915 steps have been taken to replace male members

of the ptaffs of home military hospitals by women, thus
liberating more men for active serwvice at the front.

The women so placed, though serving without rank and with
almost no pay, are proving thempelves, perfectly responsible

and egqual to the tasks before them.
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give just as good, if not better satisfaction.

Hoehr, C. ¥ 1913
The Earning Capacity of the women Pharmacists.
JOUI‘. Ai Phrl A‘j 2’, 13&‘?

The women pharmacists at the present time are earn-
ing as much as the average male dispensers.

If pharmacies would employ more women pharmacists,
much of the trade that the department stores now
enjoys would be turned to the smaller, out rightful
owners, the pharmacists,

..... - 1913
Women Pharmacists Associstion -
Chem. Drugg., 83, 608
Comments on talk given by lMiss Buchanan, as to
the demand for women in pharmacy. They are

urged by the Secretary to obtain the treining
to fit them for such positions.



1915

Fraulein Margarethe Hildebrand, the First Woman
Pharmacist in Germany.

Chem, and Drugg., B2, DEB

The Hohenzollern apotheke in Holle, on the Basale,
enjoys the distinction of being the first pharmacy
of Germany to be owned and conducted by a fully

gualified "pharmapister®,

Stimson, Charlotte 1913
The Fleld for Women Pharmacist in Hospitals.

Jour. A, Ph, &., 2, 1289

Comments on, the fitness for women pharmacists

for hospital work and the opportunities there

are for success and advancement.
The demand for womeén pharmacists in the hospitals
is increasing, and the demand is greater than the

_lupply.

Godding, lirs, Je. 1913

Place of Women in Pharmacy
Jour. A. Ph, A,, 2, 1277. Meyer Bros. Drugg., 35,4

The first womesn to graduate from a school of pharm-
acy in the United States was from the Hew York
College of Pharmacy in 1862, The field for women

in pharmacy is unlimited,

______ 1913
A Drugglst Wife as & Popular Novelist

Bulletin of Pharm., 27, 143

Gene Strattan Porter, the wife of a pharmacist,
was always interested in pharmacy and espéchally
interested in botany or study of nature.



Bl 1913
Women &s Pharmaciste in Fngland
Chem. Drugg., 82, 9§42

Comment on how the Insurance Act has favourably
influenced the women to take up pharmacy.

------ 2 1915

Women in Pharmacy
Brit. Col. Drugg., 68,53

Since 1898 the number of women pharmacists has .
grown from 48 to 300,
Women far exceed the men menbers of the Scciety
of Apothecaries, from 80-75% of the succegsiul
canidates are women,

______ 1215

Women Digpensers
Chem. Drugg., 87, 4Z8

Comments on a letter written by Kiss Emily I,
Forgter, on the women's point of view about the
positione for which the British Red Cross Society
and 8t. John's Ambulance sssoeciation are selecting
women as dispensers.

VWomen Diepensere in Military Hospitale

Chem. Irugg., 8%, 341

Commente upon a item appearing in the *"Daily Newa®

to the effect thai women dispensers were being
engaged by the War 0ffice for the militery hospitails
A pecheme to replace more members of the staff

of home military hospitales by women, in order to
relieve more men for duty at the front.



o ' _ 1915
Openings for Women Pharmacists

’ Chem. and Drugg., 87, 62

Comments on an article in "Daily Chroniele® by

- Miss Buchanan Ph, C,, to fhe erféct thal good
openings for women pharmaciasis were created by
the war.

Forsiers, E. 1915
War Work for Women
Chem, Drugg., 8%, 47o

Comments on the importance of women dispensers'
" in hogpitals, and thenumber employed now compared
with previous years,

------ % 19186

Women Pharmacists
Chem. Drugg., 87, 542

Article on assoclation of women pharmacists, and
the great advantages of an apprentice-sghip to a2
girl as a preliminary to a pharmaceutical career,

Dow, C, 1917
' Cora Dow az Pharmacist
FPharm, Fra., 45, 489

In = pergonal letter ghe tells what place any am-
bitipus woman can hold in pharmacy, and compares
it to what she has done herself. How business
ean be built up by keeping the good will of the
employers, and by being on the job every minute,
even though one has to give up the social parts
of Life.



Prevost, E. - _ ; 1218
A Women's Pharmacy
Horthwestern Drugg., 19, 9
Comments on her life as pharmacist in Montana,

and the diffieculties she had encountered to
prove that women could become a spuccess in pharmas

oY .
Kuever, R. A. 1918
Women in Fharmacy Today
Yorthwestern Drugg., 19, §: Mid., Drugg., Pharm,
RE?;; 52, 251: JEI'U-T. A- Phi Al‘- I?. 54; E‘A'R#DI
Jour., 26, 570; Nat'l Drugs. Clerk, 6, 148,

Comments upon the necesaity for more women to
enter the field of pharmacy.
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