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00:00:00
Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction
00:00:36
Question: Where were you born and what was your childhood like? Answer: Deshawn McKinney (DM) was born in Milwaukee and grew up in poverty. His home life was not necessarily stable. He describes his K-12 school life, including his time in the International Baccalaureate program at Rufus King High School.
00:05:53
Question: Why UW-Madison? Answer: DM was initially drawn to the P.E.O.P.L.E. program, which helps students of color prepare for college and apply to UW-Madison. He then became involved in poetry slams during his senior year of high school, which connected him to First Wave Hip Hop and Urban Arts Learning Community at UW. Both programs offered scholarships.
00:11:10
[No question] DM describes his interest in both journalism and creative writing. He was on the staff of the high school newspaper, but it was cut after his sophomore year. His interest eventually shifted away from journalism to creative work, which influenced his decision to attend UW-Madison.
00:13:37
Question: Year and major? Answer: DM is a sophomore. He is majoring in English/Creative Writing.
00:14:16
Question: Extracurricular activities? Answer: Much of DM’s activities are connected to First Wave. He enjoys the opportunity to travel through these activities. He has also been involved in community events and has led workshops.
00:16:40
Question: Study abroad? Answer: DM plans on going to Shanghai and London this summer. He will also be presenting some research in Jamaica this fall. He plans to go to Japan next year.
00:19:08
Question: Have you had any mentors? Answer: He has not had any mentors, per se, but DM has surrounded himself with many people who have taught him a lot during his time here.
00:21:52
Question: What has living in Madison been like? Answer: For DM, it feels like a very different world compared to what he grew up with in Milwaukee, in both positive and negative ways. He has experienced and witnessed some racism on campus, but feels he has fared better than most of his peers. He is not interested in the party culture in Madison, but is more drawn to the art and rap culture that he has found around town.
00:27:55
Question: Do you feel your experience standard for students of color? Answer: DM does not think his experience is standard and feels fortunate. He has seen many friends struggle.
00:29:11
Question: Any previous activism? Answer: Before arriving in Madison, DM had not been involved in any activism. He was not connected to those networks in Milwaukee. A Young, Gifted, and Black march was his first foray into activism.
00:31:55
Question: Young, Gifted, and Black? Answer: They are a Madison community organization working on improving racial disparity and state violence issues. They have also protested against the building of a new jail.
00:35:00
Question: Why did you put together the “die-in” at College Library? Answer: Most people on campus seemed oblivious to the non-indictment in the Eric Garner case. His friend, E.J., staged a silent vigil to bring attention to the issue, but those in attendance received a lot of hate. In reaction to that incident, DM decided to stage the “die-in” at College Library within a few days.
00:40:48
Question: What other events have you been involved in? Answer: DM became involved with the fight against the budget cuts at UW since he knew that would disproportionately affect students of color. He helped organize students to run for ASM so that there would be people involved who would support students of color.
00:44:41
[No question] DM started a new student group called Students for Education and Climate Equality (SECE). He sees it as a central hub for social justice issues. He has run into problems finding people who can commit to building this organization since many students are busy with other commitments or need to focus on taking care of themselves.
00:48:35
Question: Thoughts on Tony Robinson? Answer: DM remembers very clearly the night the shooting happen and going out to the scene to support the family. He did his best to keep people calm. Later that night, people walked over to the county jail. Since that night, there have been a lot of events and more information has come out regarding the incident.
00:56:25
Question: Role of social media? Answer: He does not see that it’s played a big role yet in Madison, but it has in Ferguson and nationwide. Sites like Twitter have been a more reliable source of news.
00:59:33
Question: Future of the protests? Answer: On campus, people are actually listening now, which will help enact real change. In the larger Madison community, however, DM thinks it will be a lot harder to change the system. There is an opportunity to make change, but the community will have to put a lot of pressure on people. DM plans to stay involved in the movement.
01:07:47
End of Interview Session
End of Oral History #1423
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