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Abstract: In his 2013 interview with Robert G. Lange, John L. Skinner discusses early life growing up on a farm in Nebraska, 4-H; degree in Poultry Science from University of Nebraska and master’s degree and PhD work at Texas A&M; serving in army air corps in WWII; work at University of Nebraska; time at Wisconsin starting in 1963; publications and books through UW Extension; traveling, speeches, publicity; very involved in associations; retirement; election to the American Poultry Hall of Fame; travel, conferences, and sabbatical in Europe; cross-departmental work. 
First Interview Session August 15, 2013:
Time		Keywords
00:00:04	Interviewer’s introduction
00:00:31	April 17, 1924 is his birthdate; born on farm close to Herman, Nebraska; father did custom sheep shearing; mother born in Nebraska; John an only child; animals for companionship; liked growing up on a farm;
00:04:33	Father had all pure-bred livestock; Clydesdale horses, Ayrshire cattle, Berkshire hogs, chicken and sheep; all British breeds; father had grown up in Wales; emigrated to the U.S. as a 7 year old; sold animals as sires; 
00:06:15	Interested in chickens from “day one”; father gave him a pair of  white Coch Baatom chickens when John was 5 years old; started him on his life-long career; by the time John graduated from high school, he had 40 varieties of poultry; joined 4-H; father went to Europe in 1896; John and wife followed father’s path in their own trip in 1973;
00:10:25	Pen and ink drawing by Richardson; Cornish Indian Game chicken; 
00:11:05	Raised chicken to sell and show; father showed sheep; at age 7 goal in life was to become a poultry judge; achieved that status in 1952; used G.I. Bill to get a bachelor’s degree in poultry science in 1946 from the University of Nebraska; then went to Texas A&M for a master’s degree;
00:13:10	After Texas, returned to Nebraska to work in a hatchery; John had been trained in genetics; saw changes coming in industry; returned to Texas A&M for his PhD; 
00:14:20	Good student; renegade in high school; schooling very easy; graduated with distinction from the University of Nebraska; 	always wanted to be a chicken man; oriented toward pure bred livestock; high school principal discouraged John’s interest in poultry; 
00:18:30	Mother’s youngest brother lived with the family; “a third parent”; very interested in John; father and the Nebraska state fair; Cheviot sheep; flock was bought from the UW-Madison; 
00:21:35	WWII; drafted after high school; Iwo Jima; training homing pigeons; then wire line school; went to the army air corps; multiple basic training exercises; flight school; 347th Air Service Group; Iwo Jima; 
00:32:54	Married before went overseas; Jean; met her at state fair when John was showing chickens; 1940; 
00:35:46	On Iwo when war ended; point system governed when one got home; returned to his wife in Souix City, Iowa; John and Jean “got married and grew up together”;
00:39:00	Significance of GI Bill for John; three jobs while in college; John knew people at University of Nebraska through his father; Jean was part Native American; 
00:43:50	Got degree with distinction at University of Nebraska in 33 months; poultry science program at Nebraska was a good one; artificial insemination was a new program that caught 	John’s interest; John’s work in this area attracted attention early in his career; Marlon Perkins and the tv show “Animal Kingdom”;
00:46:37	Poultry breeding; treatment of animal waste; cleaning poultry houses; egg production; California case; his work on poultry waste led to the invitation to John to come to the UW-Madison; never applied for a job; always invited;
00:49:50	Was already committed to getting a graduate degree when enrolled as a freshman at Nebraska; “get all (the education) I can”; Professor Mussei; Jean helped him a lot with his education, particularly chemistry;
00:52:30	Lt. Shelby from WWII influential in getting John to Texas A&M; Lt. Shelby had gone to A&M; Iwo; also considered Ohio State and Missouri; poultry science at A&M was strong; put on probation on A&M when entered; the dean and Yankees; master’s thesis was poultry nutrition; high energy diets; radioactive feed fed to males; 
01:00:00	More on working in the hatchery after A&M; broiler production; artificial insemination work; working with a family friend; after 4 years was clear that there was no future in small firms like this one; parted on good terms; didn’t like business in that one was selling stuff to people that they did not really need;
01:04:40	Returned to Texas A&M; department chair was Dr. Quisenberry; wanted John back; difficulties in starting at A&M; doing a lot for Dr. Quisenberry but John not able to 	get into his own PhD; confronted Dr. Quisenberry; had three job offers when word got out that John was available; took the offer from the University of Nebraska; more detail on his departure from A&M;
01:10:00	Describes work at Nebraska; did not want the job in DC; did not finish PhD; John was doing extension work at Nebraska; 6 years at Nebraska; 1957-63;
01:13:17	UW-Madison; John was known to the UW-Extension; more on Dr. Quisenberry; Jean liked the resources at the UW; issue of not having a PhD; would not give up his tenure at Nebraska; exception was made for John so he came to Wisconsin; came to Wisconsin in 1963 and was full professor by 1966;
01:19:51	End of side.
First Interview Session August 15, 2013 Continued:
01:20:34	Many publications; the crow at Nebraska; UW-Madison gave John leeway to work on what he wanted to do; lots of collaborations across campus; based in CALS but did a lot at Extension; Dean Pound was also director of the Extension; published in hobby animal journals; guinea pigs, tropical fish, rabbits, etc.; a course of companion animals; worked with L&S; also the Veterinary School;                        
01:29:30	Good luck followed John; 18 books published while on the 	UW-Madison faculty; produced the first full color publication of the guidelines to be used by poultry judges; collaborators; 
01:32:20	Developed planned mating for the Samoyed breed of dog; 
01:34:00	First book; DEVELOPMENT OF THE POULTRY INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED STATES, 1823-1973; first chickens were mascots on sailing ships; fighting roosters; 
01:37:49	Public relations for the poultry industry; taught a course in the appreciation of companion animals; Program Director for the Western Sector of Agriculture; meetings all across the state; most work was based in the UW Extension; 
01:42:30	Agricultural Engineering; agricultural nuisance cases; 
01:46:10	Pollution became a big problem as flock sizes continued to expand greatly; “Solution to pollution is dilution”; big poultry farm in Lake Mills; recounted tales of how business companies would try to influence his recommendations; 
01:51:11	Rabbit processing company;
01:53:30	Retired in 1985; changes in Extension; less resources; an attempt to make industry to pay more for services from Extension; John had good ties to poultry industry firms;
01:55:20	Godfrey Stores; 
01:56:30	Active in various national associations; primarily in extension; resources committed to poultry are less; not much travelling around the state these days; 
01:59:45	Many speeches to various civic groups across the state; a lot of 4-H meetings; 
02:00:00	Post-retirement; 
02:01:10	Unofficially worked with graduate students; federal support for extension; 
02:03:40	Changes at the UW-Madison itself; more emphasis on being self-supporting; fees for all seminars now; not much contact with various chancellors; good relationships within CALS;
02:07:40	The closing of the Poultry Science Department by Dean Roger Wyse; “I felt it in my heart.”; had too many professors for the few students they had; poultry units got consolidated; not sure Dean Wyse made correct decision; UW-Madison poultry students are in key positions across the country;	
02:10:00	Commercial chickens vs. organic chickens; 
02:13:12	End of session.
Second Interview Session August 16, 2013:
00:00:38	Career highlight was his election into the American Poultry Hall of Fame; 1989; youngest member ever; “contributions to the poultry industry in total”; led the research community to broaden its base; hobby poultry raisers and commercial raisers; UW had more members in the Hall of Fame than any other university; Cornell University; Ralston Purina nominated John for the honor; 	
00:09:30	Representing the U.S. Department of Agriculture at the European Poultry Science Conference; London, 1982; two other delegates from the U.S.; Minister of Agriculture hosted dinner; amusing story about how the Skinners were not initially recognized as honored guests; whole conference was informal and not as scholarly as John thought it should be; 
00:18:00	Overseas work during career; most of John’s work was centered on the U.S.; learned new things at the European conferences; poultry in Europe; women in poultry science not accepted in Europe; not so in the U.S.; 
00:23:00	No work in Africa but did travel there; 
00:24:28	The Malta poultry science conference; travel difficulties; finally departed Malta on a decrepit tramp freighter; 1986;
00:32:30	Conference in France; railroads on strike; 
00:35:15	Sabbatical; 1969; short course in Sussex, England; details on the course; they had trouble treating a full professor as a student; lots of time in England over the years; family origins were in the province of Fife; Falkland city; visited; gravestones of the Skinner family; Scottish Skinner relatives were working with racing pigeons;
00:48:10	John collected antique books on poultry; booksellers by the Seine in Paris; did not like Paris; liked Belgium;
00:51:40	No travel in Asia; (added during the review of the index that, indeed, John had been in Hong Kong in 1985; Macao and Hong Kong in 1987);
00:52:00	1969 sabbatical; learned how to travel; Jean did a lot of genealogical work when in Europe with John; John visited sites where chickens were housed in thatch-roofed cottages; produced problems; experience with English customs and regulations; 	
00:56:47	John’s interest in waste disposal was what led to his coming to the UW; “waste is just energy in a different form”; John was the first faculty at UW to work on poultry waste; at the University of Nebraska was just doing “chores”; UW turned John “loose” to pursue his own interests; 
00:59:00	At UW, John self-described as a “publicity man”; did that by his own choosing; did not do that much research; had relationships with the agricultural editors for the Wisconsin State Journal, the Milwaukee Journal and others; 
00:59:28	Began UW career by doing some work in waste management; led efforts nationally on issues related to waste material; also sod farming; John recognized that sod pellets would make good cat litter;    
01:03:40	Not much research at UW; doing so much speaking and travelling; mostly in Wisconsin; 
01:05:00	Got to know people in the animal welfare and animal rights movements; “good to know the opposition”; taught a course at UW-Milwaukee on animal rights and procedures that were similar to what was done to human beings;  
01:06:15	Liked teaching; “Biology of Companion Animals”; value of pet food industry; Herb Byrd of the poultry science department was very supportive; turned down offers to leave UW; very happy at UW;       
01:09:30	Former student; went to D.C.; John never wanted to go to D.C.; “too much travel”;   
01:13:10	“Always looked for areas that were not being adequately addressed”; initiated “call-in” shows about pets; Channel 3 in Madison;      
01:16:40	Treated very well at UW-Madison; supported cross department work; agricultural economics and agricultural engineering; right to farm; zoning; livestock within city limits; rabbits; further comments on artificial insemination; John “blossomed” when he got to the UW; 
01:22:15	End of Session.
 

                                                                                                          
