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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTPION

Bageball hae long besn considered the nationsl rvastime
far the people of the United States. Since 1ts conception st
ﬁeagarsﬁawn, Hew York in the yeayr 1B4%, the game hag survive
ad the erisis of seandsl and the glories of auccess, The
atory of beaebpll at the Wisconelin State College at Lz Croasse
hag followed a similar pattern of growth. From the firaet
taam fielded by the Hormal %ehool at La Crosse in the spring
ef 1910, inter~collagiste baseball at thias inetitution han
survived itas shoky foundation snd eharges of professionalism,
o stand firm today a2z » fully ssnotioned major conference
sport.

The development of baseball ag s major inter~colleg-
inte sport a2t the Wisconsin Btate Oollege 2% La Crosse was
selrcted as a4 tople by the author due to the lack of avall-
able information showing the total growth of tha asport as
this inetitution, It 18 possibdle for & student %o glean
what litersture L8 avallable to ascert:in the faots of the
dsvelopment, but 1% is the hone of the author that thisz work
will be availshle to the atudent and tencher of this institue
tion %o have the story of the develorment of basebell essily
aecessible,

The procedure to be uzed in thie study will be =

narrative approsch of the faota soncerned interapsced with



ineidents of that particular era. Ime to the restrictions
nseessery a8 %o the length of the atudy, statiaties which
are & part of the anslysls of the gamne of baseball, will be
puitted, |

-~ The story of the davmla@mant‘ar hassball at La Croase
arr&ngea‘&ﬁgalt into four énranalagiaai divistiens: The ﬁia;
neers, the Pre-World War One ers beginning with the first
year of agaﬁaﬁ&an of the sollege 1909-1010 up %o and inelud-
ing the year 1916; The Roaring ?wenti@a;‘zha Poatuwnrlﬁ Har
One ers from the spring of 1921 through the apring of 1926;
Haroon gnﬁ Grey %o Khski, the p@riaa before Yorld Var Two
from 1938 $o 1942; and An swelted Recognitlon, the Fonte
world ¥War Two era ineluding the $ime from 1945 to the pre-
sent ﬁay* I% will e poseible for the resder to follow the
development of baseball from the old Normsl fichpmol, through
the State Taa@hars dollege, up %o the pregent Wiaconsin State
dollegs,



CHAPTER IX
THE PIONEERE

The bageball eams hurtling through the sir, trooing
i€$ yﬂﬁh't@wara the oantoher with s white blurr, The infield.
ers tensed with antlolpation., The bell game was underway,
The date: May 3, 1910; the plsee: ths Ls Orosse High Sehool
diamond, What made this gane different from any of the other
basebsll games that these players had sxperienced thet could
pouae 8 ney apprehension? 1% was the realization of tﬁ% men,
now playing together as 8 new unit, that laat year thay had
baen rivels playiag @Q&inét one gnother with the ?1@2&, La
Farge, or Trempelesu High School temms. This was the La
Grosse Normsl School's first baseball team and they were
plonearing in the firet regulerly schedunled geme under Eérm&l
Sehool susploss,

Baaeball at this time was one of the three sports
offered Lo the men for abthletie a&m@et&tieﬂ &t the Normal
Schooly the others Being basketbell and trask, The Hormsl
Sohool's flrat president, Ir. Faesett A. dotton, wss 2 loyal
haweball fan end often ascompanied the Yeam on Lts venfures
Cout ol the sily of La Crosss.  The sghedule was completed
with Gele Onllege, whioh woe located 2t Oalesville st that
time, and the hiph sochoolr of La Orosse and the sres teans
furnishing the @@ﬁngitiﬂﬁc

At thls point 1% wight be worthy te mention that



though high school teans were opposed, 1% could not be
sompared with the same slSuation 12 1t existed todsy., The
flornal School peczived boye who hed completed their high
#sohool work without sny setbsek wvhich would gend them to Nore
mal 2t a falrly young sge as is the situstisn %odsy.  The
biggeet @iffereaaa wag that there was no ape rasiriction
placed on athletis competition within the high esheol. It
wag poesible for the high sohool Seeam to be older in sge

then the Normal School hall players,

*rutoh® Suweller was mign@& to soazch the neophites in
both baekethall and &aﬂahallsl Ka.wma not 5 member @f“%hﬁ
fagulty but juet handled the athletioc tesma. *ueller wes o
La Urceae resident. By the end of the basketball sesson Qf
1910«1911, the Hormel fchool had run out of money o pay
¥ueller. President Cotton ssked the ¥en's Athletisc rssocioe
tion to elect a atudent ag basebpll scosoh. The eleotion
narroved down to fwo men, these heing Les Griffin of Viols,
now & member of Ginn and Company'a Foard of Dirsetors snd a
Yise President of the flem, éna . 0, Xewlun, now Fresident
of the ¥iseonein State Uollege al Plattevilis. Hewlun won
 the elestion and hecawe the ﬁﬁud&n@ oaach of tﬁw 3@13 nin@.g
This ogpregation won sll of their games with the excention

of one logs and one tie. The tis remited Prom the visifing

lpersonal latter written by O. 0. Newlun o the
suthor on July %, 1957,

Qxh;ﬁ,



tonm having to mske train connestions so that extra innings
ware an imposaidility., There were virtuslly no subomobiles
in those days sad the few thrt thers wers, were not used %o
trangport athletie teans.

411 of the home games snd practices were held on the
¥isgonsins¥innesots League diamond, This lesgue diamond woa
the seene of battler weged by the loosl @?Qfﬁﬁﬁi@ﬁ&l‘ﬁéﬁm-

It was situated on the 0ld La CGrosse VTalr grounde nesr the
aite of the present college basebell dlamond., Home plate
wea situsted in the north-weat corner of the present football
preastice field with the third base-line vyanning persllel to
h&-araaﬂe ﬁ%?a@t.3 The lohe loas suffered by the 1911'£§am
esme at the hands of this ssme La Urosae yr@fagsganai‘temﬁs

in the firet of two praotice gomes played before the La Crosse
team's semmon began. Normal was beaten 60 by & 16?@ handed
pltsher nanad ¥Wataon, In July af‘xgll, Wataon wag sold o
the B, Loulns Ggr&inglﬁ where he remsmined for a few seasons.
In the return #Bﬁsign, Hormal won the a@ntsﬁ%u&uﬁ; %aéﬁan@
recalls thet the Normel School players 414 not slways report
#p the folks at home that in the ssoond gome anly eight of
$h§m§oilage men parbicipsted, The professionsl team furnishe-
o4 Normsl with one of their best pitohere shon they believed

would e hefier for thelr purpose than the pmatsur nitchep

Sgtated by L, 5. Griffin in an interview with the
suthor on July 5, 1957,

Qﬂﬁﬁlﬂﬁ, on. 81%.



who was not quite up %o such competition.

Joel %aore,5 a greduste of Albion Jollege and the
Untversity of Tllinols, was added %o the fasulty in the fall
of 1911 %o handle ths athletics of the inatitution, which
now included football, thus becoming the Pirat prﬂf@gsianal
oonal of the Normal Sehool, Dr. Jesn Rolfe, retired Chair-
nen of the Tlementary Department of the Hiaconain ﬁt&ta ol
legs et La Oresse, snd Sarson Hatlleld, ¥Wisconsin é@miatant
aupérinﬁenﬁent of Schools, weré active memhers gf'the 1912~
1613 tenus,

4 graduste of the Univeraity of Yiscenaln and Colume
biaz University, ¥Fred G&rtgré_raaneeﬁ.%aora 28 ecsch in the
311 of 1912, Joel Yoors remained on the faeulty.

%y the spring of 1913, the hagebsll scheduls had been
g¥panded to include games with the Hormsl Pehonl ot Plattew
ville and Gemplon Cellege st Frairis du Ohien, Hatfield! re.
calle 2 particularly humorous inclident that ftook »lace during
the 19173 bareball season following 2 gzwe at Prairie du Chien
afteyr the Wormsl School hed upset the fevorsd Camplon Galiega
teon,  YWormal hed a2 smusd meaber named ?f&ﬁx Hetaneld who
wags the aplrit of $he %eam, Tor his lsughtsr» bacsme o famile

iay sound, The Usmplon vlayers wers unselt sbont lesing the

SGuilege yesybook, The Nsccuet, 1912, ©. 21.
6&@11&@3 yearbeok, The Hasauet, 191%, 1. 21,

73tated by Careon Hatfield in sn interview with the
suthor st La Crosse, Yisconsin on June 25, 1957,




game and kidnapped Frank, After holding him for z ghort
period, they relessed him unhiarmed., Upon thelir radturn %o

La Urosgee, the plsyers fzeling elefted shout their viotory

and sapselally confident that the oity polisce would not
bother them ss Freoldent (otton had sosompenied then on their
trip and wes in thelr coupsny, ahagr&d and yelled from the
train depot te thelr plases of lodeing.

Fred Jarter remained at the Novmal Scheol through the
gpring of 1915 at whish time he resigned %o return %o sehonl
to pursue the degree of Dostor of &gﬁiﬁin@.ﬁ

Sapter wag replassd by Gustave Heinemenn in the £al3
of 1915.%7 Helnemenn oame to La Orosse from the 0. 0. Hormal
Gollege of the Horth Awerican Gymnastisse Dnieon, His bagew
ball tesm of 1916 onjoved sn undefested deason.

The yasr 1917 markted the enfry of the UInited Ttatesn
into the war to end &1l wars, The combined pregsurs of ware
tlue enlistments und draffings, and the pragmure for Dasee
Hall to be self-pupporting, foreced the sport fo be dropped
from the athletic offerings.

The “imbey swinging @iﬁﬂ%ﬂ?@ ned oleaped o nath to
show the beginning of bassball through seven successiul sesw
ﬁﬁﬁéu ?hagﬁ teame @i&y@ﬁ aﬁéér the niskapme of “?ﬁﬁﬁgégﬁﬂﬁﬁ
Whioh may bs 4efined zs teschers of shildren or persons of

pedantry, dogmatism, end Tormality.

Serirrin, op. gif.
92cllege yearbook, The Hacouet, 1914, p. 18,



OHAPTER ITI
THE EOARING TUENTIES

Pollowing the complebtion of the firet World Yar, base-
ball was not restored to the athletio scene, 7he athlstilo
@fg&nizatxon contained feotbell, baskethall, gymnasﬁima; and
traok. The &m@rimﬁﬂ\boy desires to coupebe In aotive feam
gamed, The elament of competition ia present in track but
this ap@%ﬁ dnse not agnta@n the closer relationship of the
tesm sgpeod as ls present in the game of besebsll, Hany
yempla-mieaed'%he ahaenes of bageball., OCersld ﬁihs0n§l writ~
ing for the 1920 ahnual, desoribed hia interest in the sport
and wished to know the veason for its being omitted frow the
Normal School athletie program. Oibson's desire to know the
snaswer to this question hesame go atrong that "Tubby® Keeler
wes cross-examined. Keeler was the soach at this time, hende
ling the nrogras of sthletios with the exeeption of the gyne
nasties egusd. The only spring aotivity wag track., Heeler
spoke to this effect:

Uy to 1917, hzasbell was s rert of our sthlaties,

but had to be dropped because it wes mueh s Tidsnelald
fallurs, Tn 1916, the laast yesr the nationsl suetine
wae with us, the athletie Tund sulTered veversen, 4o
pi¥e the fact that no long trips werse tsken and bsasbail
neterial was at that time very chesp in comparison %o
whiet 1% 12 now, The chiel reason for bassball being =2
losing finanainsl propoasition iz the Ilsck of interest in

the aport on the part of the student body, There are in
turn two ressons for this laosk of inftersat, first, track

laeliega yearbook, The Racaust, 1920, p. 9L,



gengon rung rarallel $o baeebsll season and desands w
lnrge part of the students interest nnd attention:
sesond atudents ere not sstisfled with the brand of ball
offerad by sehool tesnme,

The last reason is the most important and Kesler oxw

plains 1% in this way!

Dur taste for baseball akill is too high to be sate
isfied by snything short of lesgue ball, snd sometines
not even by leasgus hall, ss is shown by the support
which our Senfral Aedogintion baeshell tesn received a
Tew years ago. From the time the Amerlioan boy is old
enough to 110% & bat, he playn the gawe. The flrst
gift & father glves ﬁis son e # basedball., Our youth
plays. tba game whensvey he hos spare flme and hy the
$ime he ia of college age he is very well vorsed in the
fine points of the gepe and will not be aatlisfied to
pay & quartsr to se2 a bunoh of fellows go oul on the
dlamond snd mekes s bevy of errors, Trrors in footbsll

sre exoused beoauee the game ilg not so thar@ughly wndere
a%ma&, but in ba@a%&l& - nsv@r.- :

Am the winser of 19201921 drew to = miaaa, the bags-
bell fever broke out anew on the Hormal Sshool csmpus.
Bngeball had been ah&&aﬁ_fwﬁm‘%ﬁﬁ~atﬁlatie progren for &
neriod of five vesre, &ﬁa sl been dropped beosusme 1% was &
finsnoial failure end 5 f@@ling that the pame oconld nod
sxwist as an szebteur sporit., President ﬁ@%ﬁang 4414 not ba-
Lizve this 3o he sbaclutely true, and 1% wae he vho authop-
jxed Robept ¥ohr to selest & Beam and o schedule gawes for
the 19221 ﬁ@#ﬁﬁﬁ. ?‘iﬁty men revoriad for the organizziionzld
Goli 2id the Heraal Sehoel sgein Fielded a Tignding nine.

fosah Hehr snd hie tesn 444 net have o dismond on

21b14., p. 9.
ﬁﬂallgga yenrbook, The Rsaguet, 1921, p. 97.
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whielh they migzht prectice and schedule home gamea during
thia re-prganizstional period, #o taking the task in hsnd,
the men comstructed their dimmond in the genter of the old
fsir grounde track and on the feothall fleld. The dismond
was 1ald out in the assme @Oﬁiﬁiﬂﬁ_&$‘§h$ now defunct YWiaoonw
aiﬁ-ﬁlnaa&mté lesgue diamond, with the axis Prom home pl&#a‘
%o sesond base feeing a southeeazatarly direction, dohr® ro~
oslla th&% “Tubhyﬂlxﬁelar'wmg net very happy about the dage
age to the grass thet consegquently resulted,

wh@n_unifﬁrma were tssued from a supnly diecovered
in the ﬁﬁhiatia sguipment room, Yohr found that he had socks
and panta enaugh to ontfit the tesn, but only eix shirsge
sonld be found. aa the team mddled together and decided %o
wesr swestshirts so that the entire fesn would be dressed
alike, This wan neanedsary as no uoney would he slleted for
the parchasge of new uniformsa,

The highlight of the sesson was a 8.2 viotory over
Lather Opilege, hie Luther %ezam, with the excention of one
st wee the team that had won the 1920 Tows state ehamplon-
ahip. |

The baseball nines of the early 1920%s had an intere
.ﬁﬁtiég spaciallist wha waal&.a&usé ity & sontroversy 17 ha

iy

- wares Bo pilteh todsy. The Resgue

T

1

anaribes

it

-4 . B > E%
Hisg =rt in the

=~

K

¥
ol
B

this person *is our other pitcher whe ususlly works » while

¥agated by novert Hohr in en interview with the
suthor at Nadison, Wisconsin on July 20, 1957. :
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in every gone. He is noted for his famous ﬁyitﬁars.“s The
spitter wan s legel pitioh of o sitcherts vepertoire in this
ors. the plitoh desaribed as 2 gplititer resulted when sz pltchw
er spplied salivae to the ball to incresse alr r@ﬁiszaace.&@
2 ball is thrown to shorpen ths dropping sffect of the bell,

E The La Crosse Normal School beoame a menber of the
Yestera Tnter-ftate Inter-lolleziste Amsnciation in the
spring of 1923.% Hobert Nohr wes elscted nresidant of the
organizantion. Easeball, sa yot, 414 not reaeive yvecopnition
ae an inter-cellegiste aeport, Janotioned sports wers foolt-
ball, besheiball, sad track.

The sport was never in o very securs position during
ita axistance in the ?@&riﬁg twentiesa, Fazeball had %o be
self-supporting o exist, “Hehr? reeslled that the game wan
wall received in cloas proximity %o La Orossg, o g&még
were scheduled with ares tewn tesma sueh as Trempeloau,
Yionls, and La Farge where the colleglang rveceived an sversge
guarantes of one hundred dollars per game. By scheduling
thres games with these Sown teamas, it was nossible to tnke
other Srips and purchase nsoessary eduipment fo last ouit ths
gangal.y&mr.

In the spring of 1926, a mixer was held in the sshocl

gysnreivg the srocseds frem thiz xizer geing Is the Lesn

S5cellsge yeorbook, The Raeauet, 1922, p. 75.
6@@11@@5 newapaper, The Reconuet, Aoril 11, 1927, p. 1.
Tuonr, op. pil.
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%o he uzed Bo purchass eguipmant. & totel of sixty dollars
weg pregsented o the basebsll tean. >

| During Nohr's fenure, he roscalls most vividly the
grine gxay@d againgt Columblz Cellege at Dubugue, Towa,
This perticuler game waa very sasy %o vemember as 1t wae
played unﬁgr guch adverase conditions., Om Mey &, IQEB,XG'
Uolumbie College end the Le Crosee Hormel School played So
ann S-8 tie in the aseventh inning when the gane wae called by
smtusl gonaent, The day wae loy eéiﬁ and the finel innings
‘were played in & Hlizzard where the glmyéra had 4iffieuliy
digtinguishing the ball from the snow flskes, Nohr recsils
thaet the players from both %eams gathered %havlwﬂaﬁ TEE G-
valleble znd Bullt bonfiras in front of thelr benches ia &n
atssupt to wara thsmselvae,

Robert ﬁ&&r aoeched basedall durling =11 of iis yoars
of sxistense in the 1920's with the exosption of the spring
of 1924, Jean Rolfe guidad the Normal nine that spring.
Nohyr resigned from =11 of his athletle connections when

Proaidant Jotton 1eft Norasl Tor s new posifion., Yhen Dr.,

1

bed B e & BTm P P F'by o = N N b T o 0
EEOSED NI R0 D88ANS L0 BSC0n ;.;I"ﬁﬁi&ﬁ??% of the La Orosse

t"l

Hormal Schonl, Zohyr spaln resumed his Jdutles ss athledic
Girsotor and Beseball ocuch. luring hiz mentorshinp, the
bagehnll fesme anjoyed some very oulelanding sessong, Hohp

reaipasd from the staff of the Normal Sehool in the £21l of

8on1lege yesrbook, The Bagquet, 1926, p. 65.
Inenr, op. oit..
10, 138

Dubugus Telar




1926 to sccept a position at the ﬁniv@rgi%y‘ﬂf‘ﬁiﬁeanﬂin.ll
The athletio evouncil dladbanded inter-collagiaste begew
brll in the apring of 1927, Bub the athletic counell could
not ban the desire for the men to play the gane and an indew
yénd@nt tean was foraed which wlsyed under the newme of %he

Hornel Vag&banﬁﬂzzz

1liokr, gp. 21%.
125611ege yeorbook, The Raeaquet, 1927, p. 44,
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UBATTER IV
HMARDOE AND GREY TO EHAXY

A the ﬁormmi ?&g&banms of the raaring twanﬁiéa ;&ﬁﬁﬁ
into ab@@uriﬁy. & new grmun of independent b&aeball wluyarﬁ
rose to the task of trying to reinstate the national gama
on the campug éf the institution th@ﬁ known ©8 thé La Croase
State %ﬁ&ahefa Jollege. | ' ._

The ﬂnllegiaﬁg wers & group of young men from the
college whmrrérmeﬁ thls teas oul of the &aaira'ta pley booge
ball. Rey Lolger man&geﬁ'this group and also, Legsh 2 pore
- gonsl &riva o get bageball as & $ﬁn@ﬁienaﬁ ap@rﬁ, through
hte column thet a@pear@@ ia The Raoquet, the sahool news~
poapar. In 1@38 Lotzer wrote that "high thﬂ@la are rasﬁarm
{ng the game in thelr athletic programe. Why should a phy-
sioal sducation school fall to ase the need of giving pro-
spectlive teschers an opportunity to setuslly plsy the peme
ander the school's auparvi&&an.“l

Ray Lotzer's sppexl direcied to the sdministration,
wie intercented by the La ﬁraésa Tribune snd Lesder Preass
sind sppsared in & solusn $itlad Asroses the Lins, ?bg IoR o 1
tole stated that the majority of the sres high echools wers
atarting basebsll 25 25 inter-gceholastis sport., In guoting

¥

Lotzerts srticle, the writer stated that:

1?@11&@& nawapaner, The Reequet, January lb, 1938,
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Cogssh Howerd Johnson is well qualified to direct the
aport, He formerly hesfed the Pranz Tires here anﬂ.nas
tiad considersble experience in the semi.pro ranks.  The
boys reslly want the sport at the college., Harold Beat-
by end Bartheu Bhelley, vwho conducted s quast&annﬁira.
have yet to Tind & ?&jﬁ@%iﬁﬁ.z

Thie aggaal thraugh the press brought about a me@tgmg

of the a?hl@tie %aar&iiﬁ amng&ﬁ@r&tigﬁ‘af the @ﬁvig&biiity'l
of recelving bsseball baek inte the wrogrsm of sthletios.
The h@arﬁ“inviﬁeﬁ Latzér and several other membere of ths
iniﬁp@n&emﬁ bageball teaw to be present at the meeting o
present thelir oage, LutzerBIraparﬁa that the board met on
¥areh 10, 1272 and voted against the restorstion of basebsll
bessuse of the 1&@&_@? funde and the &%ﬁen@a'of'a'sult@bia
vlaying Taoility., Preszident Snodgranse was raported to be
hesding s drive to locste snd construct sn infield on the
sractice Toothall field. If this site can be arranged, the
next dport ﬁa be added to the athletie program would be beares
ball. |

Later that snring, Lotzer geve o report of the pro-

greas of constructing 2 dismond on the practioe f&etbéil
field snd stated that work would hegin seon, The 1nok of
this aeility was one of the main reasons for not hoving
b&ga%all n8 on 1aév 113%i”2w aﬂort. "y, Onodgrass,

Howspd Johnaon, Dr. ¥, Glovar snd other ?aﬁﬂ&t§ BmEmIeTs on

28 p0rpse the Line", La Grosse I o4 ]
Preas, Jeamuery 16, 1938, p, 14,

3Gnllﬁga-newa§ap@r, The Rsoguat, Yarch 25, 19385 we 4,

12 pnd Lesder
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the athletic bosrd seem Yo e of the mind that the school
will insert basebsll ne s major sport nexd gpring."g

Through the groundwork prepaved by Rasy Lotzer, by
means of the ink of hle column 1ﬁ the Ragguelt, people began
to talk of b&saball ggein sppearing on the cnmpus, ahmrtly
after the turn of the year 1929, Por Walter Wlttich wes
quoted by a Paequet reporter =e saying thet false rumors of
bageball being one of the offieisl aeports of the college
this sesson hsve been elveulsting sround th@ sempus. “The
only way that bBaseball osn be entered in our zports ig that
4F sufflcient funde can be carried over from other events.

in March of 1939, word was officially recelved thzt
bageball, the long swalted sport, was once ageln on the athe
letie program, sod wss considered by the sthletie hoard as a
major eport, Bsseball hsd besn sbsent from the onm TS 48 8
ganstioned asport for a period of thirtesn years, Upach (lyde
&mmthé was salected ag the wentor, Smith srrived at Ls Oroese
in the fall of 1938 from a previous aralgnment nt the Univerw
sity of Indlana, Yesides piloting the varsity in baseball,
Dossh Suith slao srganized the fMirst freshman braeball tean.

48 far as equipment wee consernsd, the team had o

furnish mogt of ftheir own., The collsge hed catohing gear

boilege newspeper, The Racgust, fpril 29, 1978, = b,
5ﬁgllag@ newapeper, The Hsoouet, Februsry 17, 1939,

éﬁollaga newspaper, The Rasomek, Waroh 24, 193%, ». L,
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svsileble that h&ﬁ been borrowed by the ﬁmllagl&né for two
seasong prior %o thie and now the Collegians r@@iprﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁj‘
with the use of the sehlsnd 2lty team unif@rmé-thﬁﬁ velonged
to ons of the pleyers.? HSpring of 1940 brought with 1% 5
ohange of ﬁrﬁés for the bagebsll team., Nnw uniforag were
éurch#&&ﬁ for the flrat time since the year 1910,

-ﬂaaahiﬁlyﬁﬂ fmith @ﬁjﬁyaﬁ four succersful sgssons
?éi@r to hiﬁ enlletment 1& the Mavy in 1643, ﬁuring‘his
genﬁnrahig, three e@nfareﬁea‘mhamyienghiy@-1n Daseball were
brqught home %o the eallag@.g The conference during this |
2rs wag composed of Ls Oronss, Stout, Biver Falls, and Msu
Gleire,9 o

The highlight of thise periwﬁ-iﬁ the development of
baseball at La Crosse was the pitehing of Arnold ¥ilhelw.
ring the 1981 sessnn, Wilhelm pitehed s ne hit-ne run
game, This was the first and only nine inning feat in the
history of this adll&g@ bageball team. The win was garnered
againat Piver Talls by = acore of 5*@.13 Turing ﬁilhalm’glz

career at the college, he ponted eaventeen viclories sgsinst

_ zﬁtg%eﬁ'bg Gordon Banr in an interview witlh the
sythor st La Crosse, ¥iseonsin on July 22, 1957.

gﬁa&l@g&*n&w&yaﬁerg The Rapgust, Febrasry 5, 1953,

95#&1?, %; ﬁ‘* ?& »
YWaellege yearbook, The Le Grosse, 1942, p. 121
1lpeilege newsnaper, The Regquet, December 18, 1942,
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one defeat, |
Although Clyde 3mith departed for %he Navy, baseball
agaln apreersd on the campus Auring the epring of 1943 ag
Yplter Putterwvick guided tha Indian nine that apring, +2 AR
abbrevisted schedule @f’ﬁix panen @&a mampleted;' _
The Waf hed tzken sueh a tmlli@h thé'aaﬂgawer'af the
Le Urouse Htate ?ﬁa&h@rs Spllege by the fmli 5? 19473 ﬁh&t
211 inter-collegiate athletics, with the exeeyﬁion of haskebe
ball, were dropped from the program, The eolléga snrolliment
had dropped from over eight hundred students in 1941 %o

three hundred and PLfty nine in the fall of 194310

, 12&911@@@ newspaper, The Hasdquet, April 16, 1943,
‘Q- i‘. .

2 iﬁﬁallage newspapsr, The Raeaued, September 30, 1943,
e L.
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HALTER ¥

AN AWRTTED RWOOLETTION

The a?méﬁ ponfliet with the &xia Grie tm.aﬁ g%rayt
helt with the dropping of the firet stomlo bowd aﬁ Eiya@h&m@
in August of l?kﬁﬁ The sompletion of the war faleasaé the
warriors o again take up %hair peane ﬁi%& activities, |

Bpring af 1986 gaw the && Groase Sbate Taaﬁhara ﬂmlzag@
Tn&iﬂﬂﬁ %&kﬁ to the &iamand far the first time aince 1@&% b
&1yﬁe “mith,was ageln gulding the fortunse of the Thdiisn nine,
sterting his £if%h seasmon ss Deseball cosch., Coach Smith re-
msined 28 the bzseball mentoer for two succaseful sersons
aftar his return from the ﬁavy antil news was released in
iproh of 1948 that he hed been appointed head football eoach
#t the ﬂn;varaity of Indisns #usaea&ing Eé 30%&111&, whon he
garved uﬁ&aﬂ &8 line coach before soming %o Le fresse ?

Jlyde Smith left La Crosse in the spring of 1948 bee
fore the atart of the bsasball seasson, For the sesond tize
in the hisgtory of interwcollegiaste hasebsll a%t La Grosse, s
atudant wes selected Yo cosch the temm. Fobert Easuer coubine
24 directordhip #8 studsnt coseh with 7. B, Hasmussen, Faoule
Ty mensgey, o muids ths Tighting ning o the conferente nerw

thern seciional ﬁh&ﬁpiﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁ.‘

18o1lege yesrbook, The La Crosse, 1947, p, 81,
2Gollege newspmper, The Reequet, Mareh 18, 1948, p. 1,

3”911@@@ yearbook, Tha Le ﬁraa&a, 19h9, p, 163,
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T, willlam Vickroy,”! a graduate of Ohio State nivere
aity, was aaﬁa& to the feoulty in the fall of 19ﬁ% ta AsYve
48 1ine conch in foothell and $o be the ninth basebsll coach
of the teas a8 & sanctloned enllege apori. Yhe basaball
nenson of 1949 saw the Tndians sealp one nonference mﬁpmn@n@
aftar snother to run the é%ring of confersnce viectories to
eleven withoud s sethack., This of eouras bﬁaught_hmme the
agaond camgéaativa sectional ohompionanis In basebsll o
dag Grasa@.5 | .

:ginning‘t&ams in bagehall begade the habit of the
Lo Orosse State Temchers College, Aftaer a,ﬁiga year stretohn,
in 1@55,Aba Grosee firet Tolled to win oy %ie for She cone
ference titie.” One of the highlights of Yickroy's tenure
wag the sesond no hiteno run game in the eollege basebsll
hiatory. “Thig did not malteh Arnold ¥Wilhela's feat »r 13243
pe Bob Glaon only pitched » ssven inn&ng‘game*7

| In 1950 the college oonatructed & new daseball diae-
mond losated in the northeeast sorner of the practice fooi-
vall f1e1d,% This diomond hes besowe the home 1eld of the

Lo frosze Tndlaneg with 211 home gemer baelng schedulad on

Hrmis., p. 18,
!-:. L - * - - L - o
Jiplleme yearbook, The La Srosse, 1950, p. 118,
¥ 195?3 }:Pa 12 :726

73tated by B. ¥illiam Vickroy in sn interview with
the author 2% lLa Jrosse, ¥Wizeonsin on July 2%, 1857,

1m1a.

63@1&&@& yoaroeek, The Le UFosse
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this dlsmond gince the spring of 1985,

Enseball had nade exbenaive progress since 1%s inceps
tion in 1910 as & college spori. After a rather hard climb
yp sn laterrupted slope, the sport resched a Mrw plabteau

with 1ts re-coteblishusnt as o sanotloned college spori in

19539, The sound fpundption woa Jue te sn abbrevisted cone

Perence where by four teans, River Fells, Feu Claire, Stout,
and Lg Srosse comprised the northern saction.mf.ﬁhe Gtate
Teschers College Conference. In order %o win a seotlionsl
title, it was necessary for & teas o play o sinlsuwm of five
cﬁnf@reaae‘gamﬂa.@ ALBO aﬁﬁin@«ﬁa the stabllity a8 o GOl
lege aport, was the preotice of seheduling gemes only with
reosognized collegs tesme, wlth no high school or independent
tenng eompetling with ccllegs men. During Yorld ¥War Two and
the Horesn Senflict, gsmes were aontracted with Lamp Saloy
Bt thess teams were augnented by ex-college players and
profeasionsl ball players so that the level of compestition
was nbove the high nchool and independent team lavel. Vicke
roytC peealla that during the time thet Gamp Melloy was ro-
#3%ivated for the Korvesn Jonflloet, gaues were played with
the ocsmp team snd 5%, Jloud ab places other than the home
fieid, The eollege %esam was playing their home ganes in the
afterncon and psople from the Lo Crosse ares were unsble %o

witness the toam play Lte gemes. There was & high interest

S1bia,
0rpia,
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in the Upulee Reglon to see the Indisns play, ss the teoan

was compossed of many sres bell players, DBo Zames ware scheds
uled for night contests with Casp ¥eloy furnishing the ope-
poailtion at Tomah and 5%, Glond at Sparts.

Though bhaseball hed progressed o lts solid atature
of the 1950%s, it was not until the £a11 of 195& that it ro=
ceived fall econference renking ns & compebtitive aport., Tn
SGeplomdbsyr the faculiy represeniatives of the Yiesonsin “taba
College Conference noved that:

The confersnios adopt Dareball se o resegnized con-
ferancg aport, Ratings will be determined by » collepe
vlaying o schedule of & minlmum of eight gsmues in the
gouthern sention, and z winisum of slw gesee in the
northern seetion, il |

The confarenee coasehes khen zet in Yovenmber and made
arrangenente for sectionsl 4ivieions with:

A three game play off betwesn the North snd South:
to be played on a neutrsl field centrelly loeanted to the
schools iavolved in the play off., In the event of » tie
within & gasciion o one gane pl&{ off #1131 bhe pleyed to
detaruing the sectional winner, 12

in May of 1957, the Yisoonsin Tiate Tollege of

La Orosse completed ite fivrst Daseball smeasen ss s

114,3”n.e. —_— o . ™ ‘ v ; bl
desting notes of ths Feoulity Penvesentalives o the

Yianonain fhate COollege Athletic Conference held at the
Wimconsin Stebe Oollege at Fiver Falle on September 1%, 1936,

B lzﬁeﬁting notes of the Consshes of the Wissonain Htste
Sollege Athleltie Confersence held st the Whiting Hotel,
Stevens Point, Wisoonain en Hovember 1%, 1955,



ra@mgniz@ﬂ conference sport with Viekroy cospleting his

ninth yesr as mentor.

Bl
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