Women’s Studies Advisory Committee Meeting   Feb. 17, 2006
Present:  Dorothy De Boer (Sociology), Rebecca Stephens (English, former WS coordinator), Nerissa Nelson (Library), Theresa Kaminski (History), Kama Almasi (Biology), Pat Gott (English, WRC advisor), Alice Keefe (Religion, interim WS coordinator), Nancy Bayne (Assoc. VC, former WS coordinator)
Visitor:  Dean Lance Grahn
Secretary of the day:  Nancy Bayne
1.
Minutes from 10/28 were approved (Stephens/Kaminski, 8-0-0)
2.
Funding requests:
· $200 for Guerilla Girls on April 27 and 28 approved (Nelson, Stephens, 8-0-0)
· For faculty attending WS Consortium conference but not presenting, WS normally pays the registration fee.  One person has requested support so far.  Dorothy DeBoer and Elia Armacanqui-Tipacti are presenting but expect to have support from the college and provosts offices.   Keefe will provide support as she deems appropriate, based on the funds available.
3.
Course availability issues:  Sociology and Psychology need a strong anchor course presence.  There is also a need for some WS presence in the sciences.  Terese Barta does sometimes teach a Women and Science course in the Biology senior seminar.  Kama will look into the possibility of this being a WS course.  We need to be sure to offer WS 300 courses often enough for our minors to complete their requirements, perhaps every other year.  Possible 300 level courses include, Alice Keefe’s Women in Biblical Times, Teresa Kaminski’s Women and War and Peace, Dorothy DeBoer’s, Women and Crime or Victimology, and Terese Barta’s Women and Science.  We should remember that WS 200 is available for a topics course at the sophomore level. We might want to offer this as a WE course to attract students to the program. Finally, we need to explore how the reduction in extra section funding may affect WS 105 offerings.
4.
For information:  Fall 2006 courses

· WS 105 (Lisa Giordano.)

· English 285 Women in Literature (Pat Gott)

· English 214 American Literature II (Rebecca Stephens)

· English 385 Major Authors: Charlotte Bronte & Elizabeth Gaskell (Lorri Nandrea)

· History 391 (1W) Contemporary Historical Problems: Narrative of History (Theresa Kaminski)      
· Music 301 History of Women in Music (Patricia Holland)

· Political Science 414 Politics of Race, Class and Gender  (Michelle Brophy-Baermann)

· Sociology 240 Marriage and Family (Kathleen Lamb)

· Sociology 316 Child Welfare (Alton Smart)

5.
Alisa Garbisch is forming a Coalition on Sexual Violence with Annie Hoffman and SAVS.  They are looking for interested faculty to participate.

6.
The dean would like to keep the WS bulletin board outside the deans office.  He wants to have an interdisciplinary presence there.  He and Alice will negotiate on this.

7. 
Motion (Bayne/Stephens) to accept Alice Keefe’s offer to serve one more year (2006-07) as Interim  Women’s Studies Coordinator was approved 7-0-0.
8.
The need to revise the Women’s Studies Goals was discussed and it was agreed that we would continue this discussion via email.  Rebecca Stephens will try to provide us with goals for some of the other System WS programs.  The two most recent versions of UWSP’s goals follow.
Existing goals (written in 2002):  The minor provides both female and male students with an opportunity to pursue the following goals:  

1. To learn about women’s contributions in all arenas of society and culture, and to counter the effects of androcentric bias in all fields of knowledge. 

2. To critically study the forms and effects of gender bias and discrimination in human societies, and to gain an understanding of the particular issues and challenges facing women in the past and present.

3. To empower women and men to take control of their lives, to identify discrimination and injustice wherever it occurs, and to work to improve the human condition.  

Older version of goals (revised in 1994): 

The Women's Studies Program is interdisciplinary and serves to complement the student's major area of study.  Specific program goals are:

1.
Raising women's perceived value and women's own aspirations by providing access to: a) information on women's contributions to society; b) the ordinary and extraordinary stories of women's lives; c)
role models and mentors who clearly value women and are committed to improving women's lives.

2.
Improving our understanding of women's lives through:  a) expanding the available research methodologies; b) making explicit the effects of gender and other bias on research; and c) reframing women as subjects rather than objects of study and as central rather than peripheral to our understanding of the human condition.

3.
Empowering students to take control of their own lives and to work to improve the human condition through an understanding of the impact on our lives of: a) gender and its institutionalization; and b) the interlinking of gender and other asymmetric systems such as race, class, sexual orientation and age.

