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Time		Keywords	

00:00:01	BM gives some background information on herself. Both of her parents attended UW. Her paternal grandfather Thomas Cretney, building contractor and inventor, served long-term as a Wisconsin state representative. 

00:02:25	Her father insisted his children attend UW. Her brother Wesley came to Madison in 1943 to study engineering. BM was turned down the first time she applied to UW in 1945 because the campus was flooded with veterans and there was limited space available for out-of-state students. She was accepted in 1948 as a transfer student.

00:04:29	Her parents paid for her education, but she held a part-time job as a desk clerk at the Madison Free Library to earn spending money. 

00:04:54	BM lived in Ann Emery Hall, which only accepted students on recommendation. She talks about trips up the dreaded Bascom Hill. Some of the more well-off residents took taxis to class.

00:06:10	A fire broke out in Ann Emery in October 1949. The top floor where BM lived suffered the most smoke and water damage. Residents were not allowed to return until after Christmas Break. President and Mrs. Fred took in a couple girls the first night. All top floor residents were assigned temporary housing; BM was assigned with five friends to a sorority house. They continued to take their meals at Ann Emery. She talks about damage to her possessions.

00:08:31	There were strict rules at Ann Emery by today's standards. The weeknight curfew was 11:00pm, weekend 12:00pm, and prom night 1:00am. Those who came in late were punished by giving up a weekend night. She talks about the staff at Ann Emery. It was one big, happy family.

00:09:29	Residents ate family-style meals in the basement dining room. Her experience at Ann Emery was pleasant, and she still corresponds with friends she made there.

00:10:25	BM decided to major in sociology before she came to UW. The presence of many WWII veterans was one of the overriding influences on campus. Professor Harlow, an anthropologist known as the "monkey man," was one of her professors.

00:11:12	Many of the classes were huge lectures of up to 500 students. Temporary structures were commonly in use. "T-16" held several hundred students. Seats were assigned for the purpose of taking attendance; people commonly bribed others to sit in their seat so they would not be marked absent. T-16 was crammed full of thrill-seekers for a lecture on sexual aberrations.

00:12:07	BM talks about an anthropology professor she terms a "real jerk." Courses she remembers include sketching, economics with "Wild Bill" Kiekhofer, and creative writing. Helen C. White, the professor of English who always wore purple, was a campus character. 

00:13:37	Class size was very intimidating at UW. As a senior, BM realized she did not know any of her professors well enough to ask for a recommendation. Her adviser Marshall Clinard was not very vigilant in checking her class schedule. In general she found the quality of instruction to be good.

00:14:30	The Presbyterian Student Center, "Pres House," was the only organization with which BM was involved. It was located on the corner of State and Murray streets. Her social life revolved around events organized by Pres House, such as parties, picnics, and trips. Interests developed at Pres House include skating, tobogganing, and folk and square dancing. 

00:16:15	On dates, BM usually went to movies if there was not a party at Pres House. The Union offered quarter movies, square and folk dancing, and The Rathskeller. 

00:16:45	Aside from social activities at Pres House, BM served on a student board of deacons and sang in the choir, which was known for its excellence. Its director/organist Miriam Bellville was a very accomplished musician. The ministers were Cecil Lower and Jack Collins. There was a spiritual resurgence after WWII, and the late 1940s and 1950s were the heyday of Pres House. As a student center and a regular Presbyterian church with student officers, it was an exciting and successful experimental project. The old Pres House building now houses the Madison Campus Ministry. 

00:17:50	There was no alcohol at Pres House parties, but it abounded at dorm and fraternity parties. The Pub served green beer on St. Patrick's Day. BM first encountered pizza at UW. She was not aware of feelings against smoking or any experimentation with drugs. She was not involved in politics. Harry Truman spoke at UW while she was here.

[bookmark: _GoBack]00:18:35	The big social concern at the time was the future of nuclear weapons. BM read the Cardinal and describes an amusing advertisement for it painted on a Quonset hut. 

00:19:30	The "Goodbye Harry (Stuhldreher)" campaign was in full swing by the time BM arrived on campus. Students waved signs at football games urging his departure. It was eventually successful. The UW marching band under the leadership of Mr. Raymond Dvorak was outstanding. There was always drinking at games by both students and alumni. Students were not rowdy at football games. 

00:20:12	BM attended basketball games at the Fieldhouse. The big excitement at the time was the track star Don Gehrmann and his anticipated four-minute mile. She watched him run at the Armory. Another runner beat Gehrmann to the record. 

00:20:47	The only discrimination of which BM was aware was against Jewish students from the East. They were considered to be loud and pushy. Ann Emery was a "closed" dorm. She was not aware of discrimination against international students, blacks, or women.

00:21:24	The Deans of Men and Women did not play any part in BM's university experience. The only reason she knew President Fred was that he was a colleague of her grandfather, who asked Fred to look after her. She was called to Fred's office and was interviewed by one of his assistants. 

00:22:09	BM's goal when she graduated from UW was to work with children through the YWCA, Girl Scouts, or Presbyterian Church. She worked as a secretary in the Commerce Department at the Bureau of Business, Research, and Service for a year. Business skills she acquired while waiting to get into UW secured her the position. 

00:22:45	She took an M.A. in Religious Education, a joint degree offered by Union Seminary and Columbia University in New York. She worked one year for a Presbyterian church in Charlotte, North Carolina. She then took a job as financial secretary at Pres House. 

00:23:47	In the fall of 1951, she met her future husband Roger Meintzer, a doctoral student in biochemistry working with Harry Steenbock. They were married in August 1954. 

00:24:20	BM's younger sister Elizabeth transferred to UW and lived at Ann Emery. She was a music major.

00:24:30	Though BM's husband received his Ph.D. in 1954, he continued to work for Steenbock as a post-doc, and BM continued work at Pres House. They lived in a house on Murray Street owned by Pres House. They moved to Chicago in 1955 where her husband worked in a lab at Northwestern University. 

00:25:11	Her sister graduated in 1956 and taught music in Fennimore, Wisconsin. She married there, and all four of her children attended UW. Her husband, David Brandemuehl, now serves as a state representative.

00:25:48	BM has seven children, none of which have attended UW. Three of them have graduate degrees. She feels fortunate to have had the benefit of an education at UW. She considers the University a progressive promoter of independent thinking. The time she spent in Madison has influenced her approach to life. She has worked for the church in various volunteer capacities since she became a mother. 

00:26:56	Madison is a magical place for BM. She visits the University Bookstore, the Union, and Pres House when she comes. Ann Emery is now divided into apartments.

00:27:12	Miscellaneous memories: the carillon playing, the ski jump from Bascom Hill, skating, sailing, and canoeing on Lake Mendota, ski classes on Bascom Hill, "Varsity" and "If You Want to Be a Badger," and skyrockets. Her days in Madison were the most exciting of her life.

00:28:00	End of interview session. 

End of Oral History #463
3

