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GIDEON COOLEY HIXON

Some men by forcefulness of character, ingenuity; and business
acumen make an indelible mark on the history of a city. Such a man
was Gideon Cooley Hixon who came to La Crosse, Wisconsin in 1856,
During his thirtyhsix years in la Crosée he accumulated a fortune that
exceeded a million dollaré, became a leading citizen, and obtained an ‘
important position in the local financial and business world of his
time.

Gideon Hixon was born in Roxbury, Vermont on March 28, 1826.
Soon thereafter, his parents, Joseph and Electra Hixon, moved to .
Longmeadow, Massachusettis. There Qere four children in the family,
Gideon, two younger brothers, Joﬁﬁ and Ely, and one sister, Eliza Jane.
As was common in that daj, Gideon had little formal educations he
became apprenticed to a tinner in Springfield, Massachusetts at an
early age.1 Finishing his term of service, he left New England and
séught new opportunities in the west. He stayed in Pennsylvania for a
short period, working as a contractor, but before long moved on to
Illinois and became interested in mining. Between mining and his
tinnerfs trade, Hixon apparently managed to accurmilate around $10,000

in capital holdings while he was in Illinois.?

1George W. Hotehkiss, Historv of the lLumber and Forest Industrv
of the Northwest, (Chicago: George W. Hotchkiss & Co., 1898), p. 510.

2Tbid.; Statement of Mrs. Frank Pennell Hixon, interview
November 20, 1966,
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During this period Gideon married Sarah Crosb&. While on a trip
to St. Louis in 1855, Hixon met his brother-in-law, William W, Crosby,
who had reéently moved to La Crosse from New York.3 Crosby and Charles
G. Hanscome, a la C;osse fur-trapper and financier, were interesied in
starting a sawmill in La Crosse; and apparently offered Hixon the
opportunity to invest in the venture. Using part of his capital
holdings as his initial investment Hixon entered into the partnership.

La Crosse was an ideal location for lumbering because of its
proximity to wood and stream. It was situaled on the fringe of white
pine forests that stretched across the northern United States from
New England to western Minnesota. -In Wisconsin this woodland lay
north of a line drawn from Manitowoc to Portage and from there north-
west to the falls of the St. Croix River. The southern edgé, from
thirty-five to fifty miles wide, was a hardwood tract with little pine.
To the north lay a belt of mixed hardwoods and pine, interspersed with
grasslands, marshes, and open‘spaces. The true white pine forest
stood along the headwatérs of the Wolf, Menominee, Wisconsin, Black,
Chippewa, and St. Croix Rivers.“(Figure 1)

Moreover, La Crosse was located at the confluence of the
Mississippi, Black, and La Crosse Rivers, avenues used for transporting
logs from fqrests‘to mills and markets. Timber shipped out of this

Black Rlver pinery had to pass La Crosse on its way to distribution |

3Hotchkiss, gg.cit., p. 512,

bRobert Fries, Fmpire of Pine, (Madison: State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, 1951), pp. 5-6.




" Figure 1: Distribution ¢f white pine in Wisconsin.



centers at St. Louis and other.Mississippi River towns.
| Hixon must have‘noted the role that La Crosse, a natural focal

point for timber taken out of the Black River pihery, was beginning to
assume in the lumber trade. Later figures.estimating increased output
from 1854 to 1855 at ten million board feet* corroborated Hixon's
assess;men.t.5 A good location, a growing market, and an offer to enter
a partnership to take advantage of both caused Hixon to come to La Crosse.

‘Hixon's spheres of action caﬁ be divided into three groups ==
manufacturing, which centered around the lumber industry, finance, and
politics. In the first two Hixon amassed and expanded his fortune;
politics was least important to him.

Hixon's interest in lumber?ng dated from the spring of 1856
and increased in scope and investment until his death. His start was
the sawmill built by Crosby and Hanscome on the banks of the Black
River in 1856, but he soon realized the advantages of cutting timber
rather than buying a log supply for milling. In the fall of 1836 he
and Niran H, Withee, a ia Crosse businessman, started a partnefship
which lasted twenty-five years. They began to buy timber lands in
Clark County with any surplus cash they had on hand.6 To finance this

venture, they contracted to cut, haul, and deliver logs off specific

© *Board Foot: A piece of lumber one foot long, one foot wide,
and one inch thick.

SIbid., p. 20.

6Clark County, Grantee-Grantor Records, Vols. 2-10. 1861-1875,
passin, : :
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trgcts, ran the winter logging camps, and in the early spring sold the
logs they had cut to the Crosby‘Mill.7 In the early 1860's Hixon and
Withee began operating the Island Mill in North La Crosse, buying logs
for milling from various individuals who were dontracting in the woods.®
” They supplemented this venture in 1866 when, together with A.W. Pettibone,
they opened a sawmill in Hannibal, Missouri.

This decision must have resultéd from several factors. Uncut
saw logs were easier to handle and transport than cut lumber and rafts ?
_of logs could be larger and more profitable. Once the Civil War ended,
Southern and Wéstérn'markets began to open again; the lower Mississippi
River had been cut off since early in the war and the entire South
had a shortage of lumber. The expanding West became another vast
ma?ket as new settlers moved on to the treeless plains. To open a mill
and yards in Hannibal would save more than it cost to ship cut lumber
to the same area. Because they were far-sighted and aware of the
profit margin gained‘by shipping logs instead of cut lumber, Hixon,
Withee, and Pettibone selected an ideal site for expansion.

The Hannibal Milllbegan operations in 1866 with A.W. Pettibone as
ménégef; A majority of the 1pgs at first came from the upper Black

River area, especially Clark County, where Hixon and Withee owned vast

7G.C. Hixon Papers, Area Research Center, Florence Wing Library,
Wisconsin State University, Wisconsin, Vols. 154-156, passim;
Box 1, legal contracts. Hereafter referred to as Hixon Papers.

8 bid., Vols. 157-159, passim.
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tracts of timber,lands.9 This source séon proved inadaquate to meet
the growing demandiof the.Hannibal”Mill\and_by the mid-1870's Hixon
and Pettibone ﬁere reaching into the Chippewé pinery for logs. The
Thornapple Rivér, a tributary of fhe Chippewa, provided-much lumber
by the end of the 18701s,10 |

The Hixon and Withee partnership in Clark County timber 1éndsv
ended in 1879 when Withee bought out Hixon's interest in the joint
land holdings for $70,OOO.11 Their cooperation in the Island Mill
lasted until 1881 when Hixon sold out to Withee for $217,000.12

During this period from 1856 to 1882, Hixon had investments in
all phases of the lumber indﬁstry. He owned timber lands and was
involved in logging operations and transportation to mills. His
interests in the Crosby, Hannibal, and Island Mills demonstrated his
active involvement in the process of turning out finished lumber and
by~-products such as lath and shingles.

7 In 1883, Hixon and Pettibone further expanded their lumber
interests, buying‘into the T.B. Scott Iumber Company Ltd. of Merrill,
Wisconsin. Hixon boueht a 3/8 interest and Pettibone a 1/8 interest

in the pine lands that Scott held. The total investment amounted to

9Clark County, Grantee-Grantor Records, Vols. 8-27, 1869-1879,
passim. :

10Hixon Papers, Boxes 1 and 2, legal papers, log contracts.

1101ark County, Grantor Records, Vol. 22, 1879,

12La Crosse County, Grantor Records, Vol. 53, 1881,
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$158,OOO.13 In 1888, after selected cutting of the prime white pine,
they sold part of these lands to the Praire River Lumber Company of
Hilwaukee, Wisconsin for $425,000. ‘Thé ihitial investment on the land

14 The profit was $299,000 oﬁ the land alone, not

sold was $126,000.
including the value of the lumber cut off before it was re-sold. Using
these figures and the percentage of ownership each held in these lands,
Hixon made a profit of $188,975 and Pettibone $30,525.

Hixon extended his holdings in retail lumber outlets in 1883 by
partially financing a series of yérds in southern Wisconsin and
southeastern Minnésoﬁa with T.B. Brittingham of Madison, Wisconsin.

His son, Joseph Morris Hixon, helped to run this venturs with
Brittingham during the 1880's until it was incorporated and Brittingham
took active control, though the Hixon family continued to hold stock.15

During the middle 1880's Hixon became involved in a minor way
with railroad development along the upper Wisconsin River. A road was
needed to ship logs 6ut of this area, enabling lumbermen to forego the
dangerous and costly raffing of timber through a suécession of rapids.

A question arose as to which of two groups might be encouraged to

construet such facilities, and Hixon, along with lumbermen from Merrill

13Lincoln County, Grantee-Grantor Records, Vol. 16, p. 403, -
1883; Vol. 17, p. 325, 1884,

34, Vol. 30, 1888.

15Hixon Papers, Box 2; Vol. 1; Index, Articles of Incorporation,
Office of the Secretary of State, Madison, Wisconsin.,
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and Wausau, cohvinCed the Wisconsin Lumber Line to build‘a spur into
the region.16 Hixon's money and reputation may héve been décisive in
this contest for he had begun to concentrate his business energies oﬁ
the task of financing mortgages and private notes for mills.and
lumbermen. By the late 1880's, althoﬁgh he still held stock in many
lumber concerns, he no longer took part in their operétions and
functioned chiefly as a source of credit.

Hixon was a local financier and held notes at various times from
prominent lumbermen and other entrepreneurs, particularly those in
grain and flour milling. Many of these men were personal friends who
were unable to secure credit from a bank. They needed larger amounts
than the banks were able to provide, or wished to use these funds for
sbeculative purposes. Hixon carriéd these notes at interest rates from
two to four percent below the legal limit of twelve percent, but
maintained.a close watch over his investments through correspondence
with the ménagers and frequent requests for financial statements.17

Although Hixon was conservative in financial matters, he was
generous when it came to helping his friends, At his death in 1892,
the list of notes held included those of well-knowm La Crosse business-

men such as C.L. Colman, E.B. Usher, S.S. Burton, C.H. Tillman,

16Hlxon Papers, Box 1, Correspondence 1869-1893, letters from
Walter Scott to G.C. Hixon, Eec. 16, Dec. 23, 1886; Ietters from
Frank P. Hixon to G.C. Hixon, Jan. 12, Feb. 8, July 22, Nov. 16, 1886.

17Ib1d., Box 1, Monthly statements Hannibal Mill, Hixon and Withee,
1877-1882, passim; Box 2, Bills and Receipts, 1881~ 1889, passim,
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M.C. Dorset, John Paul, and W.Wl.Cargill.ig- Over $600,000 was tied up
ingnotes, and, at eight nefcent interest, thisvﬁust havé prévided at
least $48, 000 in interest for 1892,

Hixon's involvement in banking probably dated from the 1870's
when, as a state senator, he served on the State Finance Comm1ttee.19
Buring this period he probably had a chance to appraise the national
and state banking systems. He began to play an active role after 1877,

John M, Levy started the first bank in La Crosse in 1855. Soon
after, the Green Bay Bank was organized, but both failed in the Panic
of 1857. Gysbert van Steenwyk established the Batavian Bank in 1861
and re-organized it in 1883 as a national bank., The First National
Bank became a competitor in 1863 but failed in 1875.20 A group of
wealthy citizens, G.C. Hixon and Jﬁdge S.3. Burton among them, saw the
rneed for another bank. They organized the La Crosse National Bank and
started operations on January 3, 1877. It was capitalized at $100,000
and opened for businéss on the corner of Second and Main Streets. Hixon

21 The directors

became president and a member of the board of directors.
obtained a new charter in 1896 designating it as the National Bank of
La Crosse. Sixty years later their successors changed its name to the

First National_Bank of la Crosse.

181bid., Vols. 88 and 103.

19Ib1d., Box 1, .Letters to G.C. Hixon from Benj. G. Semon,
Feb. 27, 187L and C.C. Mehlum, Aug. 6, 1875.

ZOFifty Years of Banking in La Crosse, Compliments of Batavian
National Bank, La CGrosse, Wisconsin, 1912,

211a Crosse Republican and Leader, Jamuary 3, 1877.
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Hixon had an office in tﬁe bank building located at Third and
Main Streets after it was completed in 1881 and ran his private and
public business froﬁ'this location. A record of his investments for
the yéar 1884 showé that he had $252,§53.33 outstanding in personal
loans, most of them at eight percent interest. Two of the lérger notes
amounted to $82,965.33. The total valuation of the Hixon holdings in
notes andhlnmber lands in 1884 came to $842,958.50.22

The investment in notes for 1886 shows an increase in valuation
of $71,015.17 bringing the total to $325,468.50 in a two year period.
These figures do ﬁot take into consideration the interest that the notes
- would draw, norbare the stock and property holdings shown. Estimating
the interest rate at eight to ten percent, these notes would bring in
another $25,877.88 to $32,346.85 yearly., The 1889 investment holdings
show a somewhat contracted position. The valuation amounted to
$299,477.89, a decrease of $23,990.61 from 1886. There is some.
indication that his income for the year 1889, with interest on the
outstanding notes and thé_amount collected onvnotes due, was $h6,456.57.23

An interesting local investment was a subdivision venture on the
northside of La Crosse. The lénd that was platfed for lots is described
as the Ef of the SWi of Section 20, Township 16 North of Range 7 West.

 Hixon originally bought part of the land on September 10, 1869, as a

2ZHixon Papers, Vol. 103, p. 15.

231bid., pp. 15-18.
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tax deed for $2.85.24 This was éalled Pavidson's Additién to La Crosse.
‘When the land sold, beginning in 1881, Hixon received about $1,200

‘on his transactidns.ZS

Turing the 1880's Hixon concent#ated on increasing his
investments by manipulating securities. In a sense he became a
private bank, 1§nding his own funds to men whose business enterprises
contributéd to the growth of La Crosse. The financial successes of
those who used Hixon'é money prove his business acumen. Through wise
selection of investments he amassea a million dollar estate.

The third sphere, politics, is one into which a man in the
financial and influential position that Hixon found himself would often
gravitate. He heavily supported thg Republican Party with financial
contributions but except for four épecific instances kept out of public
service. He was an aldermaﬁ from the First Ward of La Crosse in 1863
whén A.W. Pettibone was mayor.26 He served as a-member of the State
Aésembly from the Sixth District in 1871, From 1872-1876, Hixon was
the Republican Senator ffom the 31st Distriet and during this period
was on the Finance Cormittee and the Railroad Committee. In 1876, he

became State Lumber Inspector for District Two, a patronage position

2415 Crosse County, Grantee Records, Vol. 36, 1869.

25Tbid., Vols. 6U4-306, 1881-1895, passim.

26Wéstern Historical Company, History of la Crosse Countv,

Wisconsin - 1881, (Chicago: Western Historical Company, 1881), p. 499.
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assigned by the governor.2’ He did not seek public office after 1880
nof would he be drafted into any contest.?8

In 1886 Gideon and Ellen Hixén*'took an extended frib to
Europe.29 From tﬁis pbint on Frank apd Joseph Hixon began to take a
more active part in ihe management of the family business, with Frank
assuming the pbsition of general business manager. There are
indications that Gideon's health Began to féil during this period from
1886 to 1892. He died after an illness of several months and was
buried in Oak Grove Cemetery in lLa Crosse.Bo-

Gideon Cooley Hixon left a will dividing his property among
his family. His wife, Ellen, was to receive a trust fund of $100,000
to be.sef up in selected securities so that her incomé would be assured.
Each of the four oldest sons was to get $80,000 in property and stock.
The youngest son, Robert, was to have a total of $100,000 held for him.
At age twenty-one, he was to receive $50,000. At age twenty-five he
would receive another $50,000 if he was of Mtemperate and steady

habits." If this was not the case, this $50,000 was to be held until

*Gideon's first wife, Sarah died in 1856, and he married Ellen
Jane Pennell in 1861. See Appendix B for the family history.

27Hixon Papers, Box 1, Certification of Election, Fecember 9, 1872;
Certlflcatlon of Appointment, April 1, 1876.

28La Crosse Republican and Leader, September 23, 1892,

29Interview, Mrs. Frank P. Hixon, November 20, 1966.

3OLa Cfosse Republican and Leader, September 23, 1892.
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he was thirty. Ellen also was willed the home on 7th and Badger
Streets and all the household appurtenanceg. Another $100,000 in
stocks waé fo have been selectea by Ellen for her own use.31

The family érobated the will in Febuary of 1893 and the court
appointed the executors, although legal procedures were never completed.32
On November 1;>1893, the heirs declared their intention not to divide
the estate according to the stipulations of the will, but to keep it
intact.* The following is the text of their agreement:

It has been the expressed wish and intention of several of the
heirs, to wit: Ellen J. Hixon, F.P. Hixon, J.M. Hixon, W.L.
Hixon, George C. Hixon to keep their portion of the estate
together and carry on business as a stock company or otherwise.
To this end they have left their several bequests undistinguished
and in consideration of their having forgone payments, leaving
the estate as a whole to profit by the use of funds which they

"~ were entitled to receive, the éxecutors have allowed them the
amounts shown in the credits below:

Ellen J. Hixon $19,299.67
F.P. Hixon 5,600,00
J.M. Hixon ' 5,600.00
W.L. Hixon ' 5,600.00
G.C. Hixon 5,600.00
Estate to Sundries $41,629.67 33

*See Appendix A for a copy of the estate 1nventory as of
November 1, 1892,

312 Crosse County, Warrantv Deeds, Vol. 81, pp. 309 325,
April 25, 1983.

32La Crosse County Probaté Court Records, Interview with
Judge Eugene Toepel, April 20, 1967,

33Hixon Papers, Vol. 88, p. 189,
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Between 1893 and 1900, ail busineés transactions were carried
.out in the name of The Estate of G.C. Hixon., During this period
Frank P, and Jbseph M. Hixon‘managed all business affairs for the
family. They had dealings in wheat and flour sales in Minnesota,
Chicago, and points east. The estate bought part.interest in a
cattle ranch in North Dakota and organized the Crosby Cattle Company
in Jamuary of 1893. They bought cattle in Texas and Utah and drove
them to railheads for shipment to North Dakota., These operations
continued until January of 1898 when they dissolved the company.34
In 1900, the Hixon fortune was incorporated into the Hixon and

Company of La Crosse. The charter stated the following purposes:

For the business and purpose of carrying on and conducting of a

general logging operation and of retail lumber yards in Wisconsin

and any or all other states and territories of the United States;

To engage in manufacturing, mining, mercantile, or other like

business in Wisconsin and any or all other states and territories

of the United States;

To loan money or securities or otherwise buy, sell, exchange, and

deal in all kinds of personal property, including the stock,

bonds, and securities of other corporations; ' _

To buy, sell, exchange, and deal in all kinds of real estate.35
The listed capitalization was $100,000, and remained at that level
until the company was dissolved in 1925,

From the middle of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th

century phenomenal fortunes were made through the exploitation of this

3Q’Ibid., Boxes 74~75, Correspondence and shipping agreements.

35Articles of Incorvoration for the State of Wisconsin - Hixon
H-389, State Historical Society Archives, Madison, Wisconsin.
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nation's natufél resources. Once the Civil War was éver, vast
opportunities in the West gave men of intelligence and foresight
unclaimed resources with Whiéh to make their fortuneé. .In ﬁsing the
natural assets of 1ana, they contributed much to the economic growth
of the nation. They made money, created employment, spurred the
spread of railfoads, and extracted the raw materials used to build
the nation.,

Gideon Cooley Hixon played a small but important part in this
larger story. Basically a conservative man, his intelligence and
natural abilities enébled him to take advantage of opportunities
found in Wisconsin. In a period of less than fifty years, he
increase& his fortune from ten thousand dollars to over one million
dollars. In doing so, he encouraged the settlement:of Wisconsin and

helped La Crosse become an important city.
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Inveﬁtory of the Estate of Gideon Cooley Hixon

- November 1, 1892

Bills Receivable
Davis, Medary and Plantz
N.S. Donaldson
Henry Emerson
B.E. Edvards
Chauncy He Tillman 10 notes
Gem City Saw Mill Company
Henry Heil
Edwin Howard
Charles F. Listman
William Listman 2 notes
Listman Mill Company 4 notes
McDonald Brothers 5 notes
John S, Medary 9 notes
M.Jd. Burke 9 notes -
John S. Medary 6 notes
S.W. Anderson
Brittingham and Hixon 2 notes
Charles S. Burke 2 notes
A.D. Bass 13 notes
Estate of W.W. Crosby
Jos. Clarke 2 notes
C.L. Colman 5 notes
Geoe. We Permell 2 notes
Minnie C., Dorset 13 notes
John Paul
John Paul Lumber Company
W.A. Roosevelt
Sawyer and Austin Iumber Company
W.E. Sawyer 2 notes
Ellis B. Usher 3 notes
John Paul .
W.W. Cargill and Brothers
Geo. W. Pennell L notes
Hannibal Saw }ill Company
Gem City Saw i1l Company

W. Crosby ‘

Brittingham and Hixon
SeS. Burton 2 notes
J.W. Polleys 5 notes
W.W. Cargill Company 2 notes
Feo. Atkinson
Mary J. Deane

5,000.00
1,400.00
200,00
6,700.00
1,850.00
30,000.00
500,00
1,200.00
3,000.00
3, 500,00
Lp,000.00
80,332.55
9,000.00
9,000.00
6,000.00
2,000.00
L,400,00
420.00
14, 500,00
4,000.00
16,000.00
130,000.00
L,000.00
8,000,00
45,000.00
55,000.00
600.00
10,000.00

- 10,000.,00

1,598 .44

750,00
5,000.00
L,000.00
20,000.00
20,000,00

5,000.00 °

8,000.00
1,000.00
5,000,00

£40,000.00

100.00
500.00

$ 612,550.99

20



Due on Accounts and Contracts
T.B. Scott Lumber Company on land a/c purchase
Braire River Lumber Company on land a/c purchase

Real Estate
Store Building, Main Street
Clarke Lots
Medary Lots
Sixth Street Property
Bussell and Hixon Arkansas Lands
Bomested ’ '

Personal Property
Naptha Launch

Household goods, furniture, horses, and vehicles

Cash and Cash Items
Deposits in La Crosse Wational Bank
Certificates of Deposite LaCrosse National Bank
Cash in Safe Deposit Box

_ Stock in Corporations
T.B. Scott Lumber Company
Hannibal Saw 1Mill Company
Gem City Saw lMill Company
Lindsay Land and Lumber Company
Madison Land and Lumber Company
La Crosse National Bank
State Bank of Wisconsin (West Superior)
Listman Mill Company
Davis, Medary and Plantz Company

Enhancement of Stock Corporations
T.B. Scott Lumber Company
Hannibal Saw }Mill Company
La Crosse National Bank
Listman Mill Company

$

134,460.00
12,150.00

146,610.00

10,000,00
5,000.00
5,000,00
6,000.00
5,000.00

15,000.,00

L5, 000,00

500.00
10,000.00

10,500.00

123,309.00
18,000.00
72923.00

149,232.90

68,700.00
36,900.00
18,750.00
5,000,00
30,800,00
22,700.00
5,000.00
37,000.00
5,000,00

$

229,850.00

45,000.00
24,000.00
12,000.00
26,000.00

5

107,000,00

2y



Summary of Estate
Bllls Receivable
Accounts and Contracts
Real Estate
Personal Property
Cash and Cash Items
Stock in Corporations
Stock in Corporations Enhancement

Bllls and Accounts Payable
Estate of Eliza J. lMoore notes
Eliza Fales notes
F.P. Hixon afc
W.L. Hixon a/e

Net Value
Estate to Sundries - bequests of estate

Adjusted Net Value

22

$ 612,550.99
146,610,00
46,000.00
1105500.00
149,232.90
229,850.00
107,000,00

$1,301,783.89

$ 10,000.00
750.00
6,179.88
2,227.88

§ 19,207.76

$1,282,536.13
23,300.00
$1,259,236.13
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Frank Pennell Hixon
October 15, 1862 - October 24, 1931
| Frank started in his father's lumber busineés‘in Hanﬁibal,

Missouri, at the ége of seventeen. in 1883, heAmoved to Merrill to
become in effect the manager of the T.B. Scott Lumber Company with the
 title of Secrétary—Treasurer. Here he met and married the daughter of
Thomas B. Scott, Minnie Louis Scott, who was born March 22, 1863. They
were married December 15, 1886. She died on July 26, 1909, leaving .
two children, Dorothy Hixon, the oldest, was born in Merrill,
Wisconsin on July 22, 1892, She married Logan Clendening, a doctor,
of Kansas City, Missouri, on July 22, 191k. Her first husband died around
1936, and she married Alfred B. C;ark in 1950. The second daughter,
Ellen Josephine Hixon, was born in La Crosse in Febuary of 1894, She
mafried Charles Fosﬁer Glore from Chicago, Illinois, on September 11,
1915, In 1893 the Frank Hixon family returned to La Crosse to manage
the family business after the death of his father, Gideon. Frank was
married for>the second tﬁme in 1921, to a lMiss Alice Green, formerly
of Fond du Lac, who was a teacher at La Crosse Central Eigh School.
The family business corporation was dissolved in September of 1925,
and Frank and his wife movéd to Lake Forest, Illinois. He died there
in 1931 of a heart attack and was returned to La Crosse for burial

in the Oak Grove Cemetery. Mrs. F.P. Hixon still resides in lake Forest.,
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Joseph Horris Hixon
April 7, 1864 - 1936
Joseph married Irene Copeland, daughﬂer of Col. F.A. Copéland
of La Crosse, in what was the largestlsociety wedding éf 1902, .They
had six children: Elizabeth (Mrs. Paul Hunter), Joseph Horris, Jr.,
_George C., Fréderic Cooley, Frank, and Alexander Paul. Joseph became
the right hand man of Frank in running the family business, and élso
resided here in La Crosse. The family moved to California in 1919
and sold their home at 1326 Cass Street. Joseph died in California

and was buried there.

William Lloyd Hixon
Febuary 18, 1867 - August 3, 1919
William was educated at Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts
and was of sickly health in his early youth. There are letters written
by him to his father, Gideon, telling of his ill ﬂealth and the
uéual college boy's éxcqseé for why he was in need of money. A4lso
inzluded are detailed expense accounts of how he spent every cent.
This is some indication that Gideon was a strict disciplinarian and
a very close financial manager. William's schooling ended in June of
1886 and he returned to Merrill, Wisconsin, and began working in the
yards learning bookkeeping and the genefal lumber business. William
married Sélly McDonald of Louisville,'Kéntucky, and they had two
children, William Lloyd, Jr., and Frank Pennell. They moved to

Mankato, Minnesota, where he ran the retail end of the lumber yards
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for the expanding north central area. covered by Hixon yards. He died

in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Burial was in Ozk Grove Cemetery in La Crosse.

George Cooley Hixon
farch 6, 1871 - April 1, 1923
George married Blanch Kelleher of New York and they had no
.childrén. George was educated at Phillips Acadeﬁy in Andover,
Massachusetts,‘starting in the fall terﬁ of September 1886, He was
concerned with the eastern end of the family business and operated out
of Chicago, dealing in grain. lumber products, the grain market, and
. the Chicago Stock Exchange. He died of cancer in Chicago. Burial

was in Oak Grove Cemetery in La Crosse.

Robert Hixon
May 23, 1878 - December 27, 1945
Robert married Marquerite Strean of Kansas City, Missouri. They
had three children, Margaret Ellen (Mrs. Maurice Houser), Barbara
(brs. Milton Wilson, Jr;), and Joan (Mrs. J. Martin). Robert resided
in Toledo, Ohio for some time, and handled parf of the eastern business
in wheat and flour along with lumber. He returned to Lake Forest,

I1linois where he died. Burial was in Oak Grove Cemetery in La Crosse.
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