Women’s Studies 

Goals of Women’s Studies

1.
To learn about women’s contributions in all arenas of society and culture, and to counter the effects of androcentric bias in all fields of knowledge.

2.
To critically study the forms and effects of gender bias and discrimination in human societies, and to gain an understanding of the particular issues and challenges facing women in the past and present.

3.
To empower women and men to take control of their own lives, to identify discrimination and injustice wherever it occurs, and to work to improve the human condition.


Participating in the Program

The Woman’s Studies Program offers four academic options for students.

1. Earning a minor in Women’s Studies.

2. Creating an Individually Planned Major related to Women's Studies.

3.
Enrolling in courses as electives for personal enrichment and intellectual development.

4.
Enrolling in courses to fulfill general degree requirements (e.g. humanities, social science, minority studies, writing emphasis). 
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Women’s Studies Courses
Spring 2004
Women’s Studies 105 — Introduction to Women’s Studies (3 cr. GDR:SS2;MNS)  

Examines the status and roles of women historically and cross-culturally, in society, school, family, employment and politics.  

9:35-10:50 Monday & Wednesday

Religious Studies 105 — Myths of Creation(3 cr. GDR:HU3;NW)  — Donald Fadner
Examines the creations of the mythic imagination that have arisen out of human experiences with hunting, with nurturing/gathering/planting (featuring the Goddess), and with warrioring.

9:00-9:50 Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday

Psychology 240 — Psychology of Women (3 cr. GDR:SS1 Prereq: 110) — Renae Franiuk
Research and theory concerned with women’s personality, roles, and capacity; emphasis on socialization and sex role development.

9:00-9:50 Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday

English 285 — Women in Literature. (3 cr. GDR:HU2) — Pat Gott
Examine literature to determine how women are depicted in Western cultural tradition, how images of women have developed and been perpetuated, and how they shape a woman's sense of who she is and a man's idea of what she should be.

6:30-9:00 Wednesday

Music 301/501 — History of Women in Music. (3 cr. GDR:HU1) — Patricia Holland 

The contribution of women as composers, performers, authors, and teachers throughout European and American history. 

12:00-12:50 Monday, Wednesday & Friday

English 383/583 — Themes in Literature: Witches, Witchcraft, and Witch-hunts in Literature (3 cr. GDR:HU2) — Rebecca Stephens
Explores the depictions of witches and witchcraft in literature from a range of historical periods and contexts to analyze the social constructions of witches in response to a variety of social anxieties across time.  The literature depicting witches and witchcraft will be examined for gender and economic implications, and particularly for the way ideology influences the motivations for particular witch-hunts.
11:00-12:15 Tuesday & Thursday
Communication 396/596  — Communication and Gender (Formerly 370/570, 3 cr. Prereq: 175 or cons instr.) — Karlene Ferrante
Explores the role of gendered communication in the construction of identities, family life, friendships and romantic relationships, education, organizations, and the media.  Topics also include verbal and nonverbal communication, the rhetoric of women's and men's movements, language, epistemology, and violence.  The class benefits from the enrollment of women and men with diverse perspectives.

4-6:30 Tuesday

Political Science 408  — Politics and Popular Culture (3 cr. Prereq: 101 or cons instr) — Michelle Brophy-Baermann

Analysis of the intersection of politics and popular culture, with emphasis upon the ways in which popular culture "feeds into", perpetuates and shapes social constructions of gender, sexuality,  race and class.
11:00-12:15 Tuesday & Thursday



Requirements for the Minor

The Women’s Studies Minor consists of 22 credits distributed as follows:

      Requirements:

1.
WS 105 (MNS):  Introduction to Women’s Studies
2.
Three credits from:

WS 300: Topics in Women’s Studies
OR WS 320 (MNS):  Literary Perspectives on Race and Gender
OR WS 350:  Women and Science

3.  Three credits from:

WS 490:  Seminar
OR WS 499:  Independent Study
4.  At Least Thirteen additional credits from:

Com.
  370
Communication & Gender

English
  285
Women in Literature

English
288
Literature of Love & Sexuality

English
309
Fiction & its Ghosts

English
327
Victorian Literature in Transition

English 
  365
Science Literature

Geog
371
Gender & the Environment

History
  384
Women in American History I

History
  385
Women in American History II

History
  386
Women's Rights & Feminism

History 
490
Subtitle: Women & War

History
490
Subtitle: Women & Sexuality

Music
  301
History of Women in Music

Phil

  350
Feminist Philosophy

Poli Sci
  408
Politics & Popular Culture

Poli Sci
  414
Race, Poverty, Gender, & the Law

Psych
  240:
Psychology of Women

Rel Std
  105
Myths of Creation

Rel Std
  330
Female Images & Myths

Rel Std
333
Women & Goddesses in India

Sociol
  240
Marriage & Family

Sociol
  316
Child Welfare

Span
493
Latin American Women’s Writing

Wmn Std 396
Practicum 


Women’s Studies
pursuing a vision of equality, justice, and freedom for all 
women and men
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For More Information Contact:

Dr. Rebecca Stephens, Coordinator

Women’s Studies Program

445 CCC

715-346-4331
restephe@uwsp.edu
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