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Abstract Design & Method Results
« There was no significant effect on perceived male
< Socioeconomic status(SES), or income, plays a role when it 3X2 Between-Subjects Design attractiveness in correspondence to socioeconomic status
comes to mate preference. This study analyzed how SES % The participants were given a survey that was generated (SES) when rated by the two female age groups, as
effects heterosexual female preferences in the likelihood of through Qualtrics, an online survey builder. Surveys were indicated in F (1, 110) = 20.07, p = .08. The effect size was
engaging in “hooking up” or a long-term relationship. dispersed through the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire small, indicated by n2 = .08.
+ Participants of this study consisted of 110 Midwestern email and through Facebook, a social networking site. < When rating the desirability to enter into a short-term
college students ranging from ages 18 to 30 years old. % The requirements of the study were that the participant relationship with the confederate of both high SES and low
must be a heterosexual female older than the age of 18 SES, there was a significant effect £(2,110)=46.83, p=.02,
and younger than 30 years old. Participants were divided n?=.09 indicating a small effect size.
P a into two age groups: Group 1 was ages 18 to 24 and “ Women rated the confederate with high SES consistently
Deciding the topic of SES Group 2 was ages 25 to 30. The survey was not altered on more desirable than the confederate with low SES as
< The researchers reasoning behind choosing socioeconomic the basis of age. represented both the long-term and the short-term
status and the effect it has on mate preference is that it % Subjects were randomly assigned to one of three groups: comparisons: {(1,110)=87.31, p=0.0, n?=.19 and
applies to a wide variety of people. % Photo Only Group F(2,110)=46.83, p=.02, n=.09, respectively.
<+ Much of the intrigue for this study was developed out of the “ Photo of the Confederate and a Low SES Description
“Gold-digger complex,” that is, the idea that women will be < Photo of the Confederate with a High SES Description : :
more attracted to men that have higher amounts of income. Dlscussmn
“ From this perspective the researchers wanted to discover if “ Women within the age range of 18 and 30 have similar

the SES of a _male affects the process of heterosexual . i L viewpoints on preferences for men when it comes to SES.
women’s desire to have a “hook-up” or a long-term partner. | Participants Ratings of Desirability for Confederate | ... \ynen iooking for a short-term partner, heterosexual

# - =SS females prefer men with high SES rather than low SES.
/ B “ This also matches heterosexual women'’s preference for

long-term partners, in that women prefer men with high
SES in a long-term relationship than men with low SES.

Questions

< Does socioeconomic status (SES) have a statistically
significant effect on perceived male attractiveness when 5
rated by females of two different age groups?

% Does SES have a statistically significant effect on the
desire of females to engage in a short-term relationship?

< Does SES have a statistically significant effect on the
desire of females to engage in a long-term relationship?

Assertions & Limitations

< Males with high SES are overall most desirable when rated
by heterosexual females for ages 18 to 30, short-term
relationships, and long-term relationships.

< Due to the fact that the study focused on a relatively small
range of women, the results are not a full portrayal of the
female population.

< Women were the focal point of our study, and because of
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Participants Ratings

this, the male perspective on SES and attraction was not
o
H yp ot h eses Shortterm Desirabiity Long-term Desirabilty Overall Altractiveness observed.
‘. Photo Only Group || Photo with High SES [l Photo with Low SES |
“ Women ages 18 to 24 will rate a man with low SES more  picture by catin vangreschmist Referen
favorably than women of ages 25 to 30. = ererences
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2 . Lon -term Relationshi Desirabilit Below are exam Ies < Isaac, S., & Michael, W. B. (1971). Handbook in research and evaluation. San Diego: EdITS.
favorably than a man with low SES. 9 P Y- ples. <+ Singh, D. (1995). Female judgment of male and desi for Role of
< “By using the slide feature below, please indicate how attractive you find the waist-to-hip ratio and financial status. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 69, 1089-1101.
man in the picture doi:0022-3514/95/$3.00
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