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Background and education; Decision to come to UW; Professors and courses; Graduate work; Major professor Walter Meek; WARF fellowship; Research assistant to Meek and Raymond Herrin; Teaching; Chairmanship; Physiology Department and its rating; Faculty and staff; Deans and administrators; Controversies in Department; Protest era; TA strikes; Blacks; Committees.
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00:00:01	Background.  Born in suburb of Cincinnati on February 3, 1910.  Biography has appeared in the American Men of Science and Who's Who in America.

00:00:53	WY filed a biography, description of research projects and list of publications with the Archives and the Department of Physiology.

00:01:07	Received his B.S. in 1932 from Western Kentucky State College.  He majored in biology and minored in chemistry.  From 1932-35, he was an Instructor in Biology at Western Kentucky State College.

00:1:24	As student at Western Kentucky, he had several courses with professors who received their Ph.D.'s from UW—H. L. Stevens, Plant Physiology and Plant Biology; J. T. Skinner, Agricultural Bio- Chemistry; M.C. Ford, Soils.  They all influenced him to apply to UW for his Ph.D.

00:02:01	Also explored going to Vanderbilt.  He met with Walter Gary, Head of the Physiology Department there.  Gary was enthusiastic about the UW and Dr. Meek of the Physiology Department.

00:02:26	WY received Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation (WARF) Scholarship for the academic year 1935-36.  Recommendations from Drs. Stevens and Skinner convinced Dr. Walter Meek he should accept WY.

00:03:13	Being a graduate student under Dr. Meek was like becoming member of his family.

00:03:23	Dr. Meek advised him to take all medical science courses the first year and the second year, he advised him to enroll as both a graduate and medical student.  As a result, at the end of his third year he had completed all the requirements for his Ph.D. in Physiology and his first two years of medical school.

00:03:53	In 1938, he accepted a one year appointment as Instructor of Physiology at the University of Oregon.  The position became permanent and he accepted it.  He had to give up his plans to return to UW Medical School.

00:04:36	From 1942-44, WY resumed study at the University of Oregon Medical School and completed his work for his M.D.

00:05:00	Discusses his research work as a research assistant under Dr. Meek and Dr. Raymond Herrin of the Department of Physiology.

00:07:14	In the mid 1930s, the Department of Physiology at UW was a small department but was doing a huge amount of teaching. 

00:07:54	Best lectures were given by Dr. Meek and Dr. C. H. Bunting.

00:08:16	Discusses work done by Dr. Meek.

00:08:58	Dr. Meek was WY's major professor.  All of Dr. Meek's graduate students went on to become successful researchers, teachers, or administrators and in many cases all three.

00:09:17	WY gives four reasons why Dr. Meek was successful as a major professor.

00:09:47	Talks about his research as assistant researcher.

00:11:33	Tells about professors and courses he had while at UW.

00:12:32	Discusses the staff of the Physiology Department including Dean William Middleton, Dr. Walter Meek, and Josephine Maurer who was secretary for the Department.

00:13:02	Writing paper for publication.  Dr. Meek's procedure.

00:15:06	Discusses appointments while a graduate student at the UW.

00:16:07	WY taught at the University of Oregon Medical School from 1938, after receiving his Ph.D., until 1944 when he went to Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit to do his internship.

00:16:41	Shortly after returning to Oregon after his internship, he was appointed as Chairman of the Department of Physiology at the University of Oregon Medical School.

00:17:44	In 1951, Dean Middleton and Dr. John Eyster asked WY to return to Madison as Chairman of the Department of Physiology.  WY accepted and returned to Madison in 1952.  He had tenure from 1952-76.

00:00:00	Physiology Department taught more undergraduate credit hours than another department in the Medical School combined.

00:00:00	Gives figures on teaching load.  Physiology Department was consistently high ranked.

00:00:00	Physiology Department didn't believe that students should have to take boards—it should be their choice.

00:00:00	Between 1923 and 1951, 39 Ph.D.'s were granted and from 1952-1971, 53 Ph.D.'s were granted.  All graduates went on to be successful members of their profession.

00:21:41	WY advised 24 students from 1952-1971.  He lists students by name.

00:23:09	WY on NIH Committee for twelve consecutive years.

00:23:25	Served on Wisconsin Heart Association, Research Committee for six years and as chairman the last two years.

00:23:45	Discusses types of funding for UW Department of Physiology and where the funding came from.  While at UW, funding was easy to get.

00:24:12	Article in Summer 1985 Wisconsin Alumni Medical Quarterly, Vol. 25, #3 on the Philosophy Department faculty.  Also, in Chapter 13 of Paul Clark's History of the Medical School.

00:25:26	Discusses how the Physiology Department functioned.  

00:28:07	Relates two controversies in department while there.  One on disagreement as how UW should seek out-of-state support and the other on status of Lab of Neurophysiology.

00:36:33	Talks about salaries.

00:38:13	Discusses physical space of the Physiology Department.

00:39:31	Working with various Deans of the Department of Physiology while at UW.

00:42:50	Mentions Presidents of the UW he knew including Fred, Elvehjem and Harrington.

00:44:16	Faculty of Physiology Department.  WY instrumental in hiring Richard Wolf, Warren Dennis, and Edward Bittar.
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00:46:04	Tells of letter he wrote to the chairman of the Board of Regents concerning ID cards for student and faculty.

00:47:53	Governor Knowles.

00:48:42	Discusses protest years ('60s-'70s) at Madison.

00:51:18	WY personally didn't believe U.S. should be in Vietnam.  His feelings were influenced by Wayne Morse, whom he knew.

00:52:28	Sit-ins of black students.

00:52:57	TA strikes.  No TA from Physiology participated.

00:53:05	WY thought black students were treated well and was involved in increasing black enrollment at UW.  Was major professor for several black students.

00:53:38	Rating of department.  ACE—only an opinion report.

00:58:25	Salaries were published in papers.  Some higher than governor.

00:59:40	Leaves and sabbaticals.  There was no sabbatical policy.  WY took only one leave from 1961-62 when he was a special fellow for the National Institutes for Health.

01:00:24	Why he returned to the UW.  Urging of such people as Middleton, Meek and Harrington with whom he would be working closely.  To personally direct Ph.D. candidates in Physiology.  Found it an enjoyable experience.

01:01:26	Returned to Port Angeles, Washington after retiring.  Has resumed his hobby of playing the banjo after a forty-year break.  He concludes by playing “On Wisconsin.”   

01:02:31	End of interview.                 
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