Women’s Studies 

Goals of Women’s Studies

1.
To learn about women’s contributions in all arenas of society and culture, and to counter the effects of androcentric bias in all fields of knowledge.

2.
To critically study the forms and effects of gender bias and discrimination in human societies, and to gain an understanding of the particular issues and challenges facing women in the past and present.

3.
To empower women and men to take control of their own lives, to identify discrimination and injustice wherever it occurs, and to work to improve the human condition.


Participating in the Program

The Woman’s Studies Program offers four academic options for students.

1. Earning a minor in Women’s Studies.

2. Creating an Individually Planned Major related to Women's Studies.

3.
Enrolling in courses as electives for personal enrichment and intellectual development.

4.
Enrolling in courses to fulfill general degree requirements (e.g. humanities, social science, minority studies, writing emphasis). 
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Women's Studies students interact with students and faculty at other campuses through compressed video classes.

Requirements for the Minor

The Women’s Studies Minor consists of 22 credits distributed as follows:

Required:

Women’s Studies 105 (MNS):  Introduction to Women’s Studies.  Emphasizes the socialization of sex roles by examining the status and role of  women historically and cross-culturally, in society, school, family, employment and politics. GDR:SS2

Three credits from:

Women’s Studies 300: Topics in Women’s Studies.  Interdisciplinary examination of one of the major topics in women’s studies.

Women’s Studies 320 (MNS):  Literary Perspectives on Race and Gender.  How U.S. ethnic minority women writers treat the subjects of race, ethnicity, and gender; social and historical contexts of their literature.  GDR:HU4




Women’s Studies 350:  Women and Science.  Explores the interaction of women and science including survey or women’s contributions to science, impact of science on women, feminist critiques of science, and feminist standpoints on the future of science.

Three credits from:

Women’s Studies 490:  Seminar.  Examine the changing status of  women in contemporary society; by investigating selected aspects of woman’s  role, e.g. in government, education, law, family, community; research leading to a final paper. 

Women’s Studies 499:  Independent Study. Independent research on a selected topic leading to a final paper.

At Least Thirteen credits from:

Com.
  370:
Communication & Gender

English
  285:
Women in Literature

English 
  365:
Science Literature

History
  384:
Women in American History I

History
  385:
Women in American History II

History
  386:
Women's Rights & Feminism

Music
  301:
History of Women in Music

Poli Sci
  414
Race, Poverty, Gender, & the Law

Psych
  240:
Psychology of Women

Rel Std
  105
Myths of Creation

Rel Std
  330:
Female Images & Myths

Sociol
  240:
Marriage and Family

Sociol
  316:
Child Welfare

Wmn Std 200:
Special Topics

Wmn Std 396:
Practicum 

From time to time there will be other special topics courses and seminars with appropriate subtitles approved for inclusion in the Women’ Studies minor.

Some Common Questions about Women’s Studies

Will a women’s studies minor help me get a job?

Yes.  Experience in Women’s Studies adds a dimension to your education that is valued by prospective employers, especially in business,  social services, education or any other profession where an understanding of women’s issues is important.

Are there graduate programs in Women’s Studies?

Yes.  You can earn a Masters or Ph.D. in Women’s Studies or you may earn a Masters or Ph.D. in your major discipline with a minor or emphasis in Women’s Studies.

Can men participate in the Women’s Studies Program?

Yes.  While more women than men participate in the Women’s Studies Program, men are welcome and encouraged to enroll in courses or the Women’s Studies Minor.




Women’s Studies
pursuing a vision of equality, justice, and freedom for all 
women and men
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For More Information Contact:

For More Information Contact:

Dr. Rebecca Stephens, Coordinator

Women’s Studies Program

445 CCC

715-346-4331

restephe@uwsp.edu
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