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FROm THE EDITORS 
T h i s  B r i d g e  C a l l e d  My Back; N ice  Jewish G i r l s ;  Lesb ian  Poetry;  The Wander- 
ground. What do these  landmark books have i n  common? They a r e  four  o f  t h e  
f o u r t e e n  books publ  f  shed by  Persephone Press s i n c e  i t s  founding i n  1976. 
Persephone developed i n t o  one o f  t h e  most  i n f l u e n t i a l  o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  smal l  
presses,  known f o r  i t s  a lmos t  uncanny a b i l i t y  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  r i g h t  book a t  
t h e  r i g h t  t ime .  As o f  t h i s  p a s t  May, Persephone i s  w i t h  us no l o n g e r .  We 
would l i k e  t o  use t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  t o  c e l e b r a t e  Persephone's accomplishments 
as w e l l  as mourn i t s  l o s s .  

Over t h e  l a s t  f i v e  yea rs  o r  so, t h e r e  has been a  new groundswel l  w i t h i n  t h e  
women's movement. Women who were s i l e n c e d  o r  passed over  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  
phase o f  feminism's "new wave" -- women o f  c o l o r ;  l e s b i a n s ;  Jewish women, 
and more p a r t i c u l a r l y  Jewish l e s b i a n s  -- have come fo rward  t o  d f s p u t e  t h e  
e a r l y  c l a i m s  t o  a  u n i t y  o f  a l l  women, t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h e i r  own s p e c i f i c  
i d e n t i t i e s  as f e m i n i s t s ,  and t o  work t o  t r a n s f o r m  feminism i n t o  a  movement 
encompassing d i v e r s i t y .  Books publ  i shed by Persephone Press have been 
p i v o t a l  i n  g i v i n g  v o i c e  t o  t h i s  new movement w i t h i n  feminism. 

T h i s  B r i d g e  C a l l e d  My Back: W r i t i n g s  by Rad ica l  Women o f  Co lor  i s  a  work 
w h i c h  by  t h e  mere f a c t  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  chanoed t h e  face  of feminism i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  3 t a t e s . l  M i  t h i n  f t s  pages, B lack ,  ~ s i a n - A m e r i c a n ,  L a t i n a  and I n d i a n  
women j o i n  hands t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  s t r e n g t h  and break th rough  t h e  
hegemony o f  w h i t e  feminism. I n  C l a i m i n g  an  denti it; They Taught Me t o -  
Des i s e ,  M i c h e l l e  C l i f f  w r i t e s  o f  her  e f f o r t s  t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e  mixed 
-I-- e ements o f  her i d e n t i t y  as l i g h t - s k i n n e d  woman o f  c o l o r ,  c h i l d  o f  Jamaican1 
West I n d i a n  c u l t u r e  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  U.S., and l e s b i a n  i n  a  homophobic s o c i e t y .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  Zami : A New S p e l l  i n g  o f  My Name, Audre Lorde p i c k s  th rough  
t h e  p ieces  o f  ner  p a s t  t o  d i s c o v e r  how i t  was she emerged -- and s u r v i v e d  -- 
as  a  B lack  l e s b i a n - f e m i n i s t  poet .  

Pub l i shed  t h e  same year  as T h i s  B r idge  C a l l e d  My Back, Lesb ian P o e t r y  and 
Lesb ian  F i c t i o n  b r i n g  t o  l i g h t  t h e  growing body o f  l e s b i a n  l i t e r a t u r e .  
These a n t h o l o g i e s  r e f l e c t  commitment t o  a  mowment of many c o l o r s ,  w i t h  
l e s b i p s  o f  d i v e r s e  exper ience rep resen ted  i n  t h e i r  pages. E d i t o r  El  1  y  
Bul k i n ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  and essays on l e s b i a n  f i c t i o n  and p o e t r y  i n  t h e  c l a s s -  
room have been accla imed as i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r f b u t i o n s  t o  l e s b i a n - f e m i n i s t  
pedagogy. 

F i n a l l y ,  i t  has l a r g e l y  been through works pub l i shed  by  Persephone Press 
t h a t  t h e  women's movement has been i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  new r i s e  o f  Jewish 
r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  and l e s b i a n  consciousness.  C e r t a i n l y  i t  f  s  N ice  Jewish 
G i r l s :  A Lesb ian  Antho logy wh ich  b rough t  t h e  i ssues  o f  Jewish i d e n t i t y  
and a n t i - s e m i t i s m  i n  t h e  women's movement i n t o  f u l l  v iew. T h i s  an tho logy ,  
l i k e  B r i d g e  before  it, a s s e r t e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  -- indeed, t h e  n e c e s s i t y  -- 
o f  women acknowledging t h e  f u l l  range o f  t h e i r  i d e n t i t i e s  and wedding t h i s  
t o  t h e i r  feminism. Bu t  even b e f o r e  t h e  appearance o f  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  wh ich  
t a c k l e d  t h e  i s s u e s  head-on, Persephone hzd publ  i shed Nancy Toder ' s  novel  
Choices and A l i c e  B l o c h ' s  j o u r n a l  L i f e t i m e  Guarantee, each w r i t t e n  from 
X h  1  e s b i a n - f e m i n i s t  pe rspec t i ve .  
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Why d i d  Persephone f o l d ?  Acco rd ing  t o  founders Pa t  McGlo in  and G l o r i a  Z. 
Green f ie ld ,  i t  was t h e  p r e s s ' s  v e r y  success, i n  b o t h  f e m i n i s t  and f i n a n c i a l  
terms, wh ich  u l t i m a t e l y  undermined i t s  s u r v i v a l .  For  one t h i n g ,  McGlo in  
and G r e e n f i e l d ' s  commitment t o  b u i l d  a  bus iness on a  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  f e m i n i s t  
v a l u e s  was i n  p a r t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  f i n a n c i a l  commitment: f o r  example, Per-  
sephone w r i t e r s  r e c e i v e d  a  l a r g e r  share  o f  r o y a l  t i e s  t h a n  i s  cus tomary  w i t h  
mains t ream p u b l i s h e r s . 2  Secondly,  Persephone faced  t h e  same money rob lems  
t h a t  p lague  a1 1  u n d e r c a p i t a l  l z e d  bus inesses t h a t  grow v e r y  r a p i d 1  y.! The 
more Persephone's books so ld ,  t h e  more money t h e  Press was forced t o  t i e  up  
i n  p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s  j u s t  t o  keep e a r l i e r  works i n  p r i n t .  Acco rd ing  t o  McGlo in  
and G r e e n f i e l d ,  "a1 though approximate1 y 90% o f  a1 1  books pub1 i shed do n o t  
s e l l  as many a s  5,000 cop ies ,  75% o f  Persephone's books have s o l d  more t h a n  
5,000 i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  yea r . "4  

The m a j o r i t  o f  Persephone's books have remained b e s t - s e l l  e r s  a t  women's 
books to res  .g A1 though many of them a r e  c u r r e n t 1  y u n a v a i l  a b l  e.6 i t  seems 
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  w o r l d  w i l l  l e t  them rema in  o u t  o f  p r i n t .  
K i t c h e n  Tab le :  Women o f  C o l o r  Press w i l l  soon be r e p r i n t i n g  T h i s  B r i d g e  C a l l e d  
M Back and i n  September w i l l  p u b l i s h  Home G i r l s :  A  B lack  F e m i n i s t  An tho log  

e d i t e d  b y  Barbara  Smith) ,  wh ich  was due o u t  f rom Persephone t h i s  p a s t  s p r i n i .  7-- 
Audre L o r d e ' s  Zami and M i c h e l l e  C l i f f ' s  new nove l  Abeng ( o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t  
w i t h  ~ e r s e p h o n e ) i l l  come o u t  under t h e  Cross ing  Press l a b e l  i n  September 
and January  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A l yson  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a  l e s b i a n  and gay  p ress  i n  

' Boston, w i l l  ( a t  a  minimum) be r e p r i n t i n g  A l i c e  B l o c h ' s  L i f e t i m e  Guarantee 
i n  December. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  September t h e y  w i l l  p u b l i s h  B l o c h ' s  new n o v e l ,  
The Law of  R e t u r n  (ano the r  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  Persephone). Beacon Press 
r e c e n t l y  a t tempted  t o  work o u t  an agreement w i t h  Persephone t h a t  would have 
enab led them t o  r e p u b l i s h  abou t  h a l f  o f  t h e  P r e s s ' s  books under  a  j o i n t  Beacon/ 
Persephone i m p r i n t .  These .nego t ia t i ons  were unsuccessful., b u t  we t a k e  t h i s  
e v i d e n t  i n t e r e s t  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  b o t h  mainstream and a l t e r n a t i v e  presses as  
a  hopeful  S i g n  t h a t  a l l  t h e  books w i l l  u l  t i m a t e l y  reappear .  

I spoke w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  A l yson  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  C ross ing  Press, and 
Beacon Press i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  w r i t i n g  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  I n  each case, I was 
impressed b y  t h e  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  o f  s h o c k a n d  sadness expressed a t  t h e  l o s s  
o f  Persephone. Though t h e  p r i m a r y  impetus  a t , t h i s  p o i n t  i s  t o  make su re  t h a t  
somebody r e p r i n t s  t h e  Persephone books -- and t h e s e  presses a r e  proud t o  be 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h a t  goa l  -- each person w i t h  whom I spoke s a i d  she would 
p r e f e r  t o  be c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  g rowth  and s u r v i v a l  o f  Persephone 
Press  i t s e l f .  

  id Persephone f a i l ?  Not, I t h i n k ,  i n  any u l t i m a t e  sense. On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  a 

i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i t s  e i g h t  yea rs  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  Press proved t h e  s t r e n g t h  
and v i t a l i t y  o f  f e m i n i s t  w r i t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g .  It demonstrated t h a t  works 
a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  r a d i c a l  t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e  women's movement can be pub- 
1  i s h e d  w i t h o u t  censorsh ip ,  can be marketed t o  a  w ide  audience,  and a c h i e v e  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  f i n a n c i a l  success. Persephone's h i s t o r y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n -  
s p i r e  f e m i n i s t  p resses -- and t o  i n f l u e n c e  mainstream p u b l i s h e r s  -- f o r  
some t i m e  t o  come. 

-- C.L. 
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NOTES - 
f 

"As long as we don' t  make the connections between us, we are l o s t  and 
will be played by white man. I am sending you a book called This Bridge 
Called M Back. I t h i n k  you will understand everything. I t  was written 
__Yj_ by women ike you and me. Indian, Black, Latina, Asian. I t  i s  a book 
that  made a great change in  my l i f e . "  From a l e t t e r  from Beth Brant t o  
Raven, a Cherokee woman incarcerated for 1 i f e  in  Jessup, Mary1 and;  
published in Sinister  Wisdom 22/23, 1983, a special issue edited by 
Beth Brant and ent i t led "A Gathering of Sp i r i t :  North American Indian 
Women's Issue." 

2 .  J i  1 Clark, "Persephone Press Folds, Some T i t 1  es Purchased ," Ga Communit 
+-Ti+ News v.11, no.4, August 6,  1983, p.1.  See also "Persephone ress  

D i d I t  Die?" by Molly Lovelock in Sojourner v.9, no.1,  September 1983, 
pp.4,18. 

3. Women in Oistri bution, a national dis t r ibutor  of small press feminist 
and lesbian books which folded in  1979, was another such victim of success. 
I t  went under despite the increase in i t s  distr ibution l i s t  from 30 
t i t l e s  in 1975 to 600 in 1979. 

i 4. Joan E .  Hartman and Ellen Messer-Oavidow, eds., Women i n  Print 11: 
&portunities for Women's Studies Publication in Language and l i t e r a tu re .  
New York: Modern Language Association of America, 1982, p.106. 

5'. See "What Makes a Feminist Bookstore Special" by Jeanne O'Connor in 
Ms. v.XI1, no.3, September 1983, pp.79-82. On page 81, O'Connor l i s t s  - 
new and backlist bestsellers a t  women's bookstores. This Bridge and 
Nice Jewish Girls  are among the back1 i s t  t i t l e s .  A Room of One's Own,  
Madison's feminist bookstore, informs us that  in  the i r  experience a l l  
b u t  one or two of Persephone's books have been continuous big s e l l e r s .  

6. Remaining.copfes of Persephone books are being handled by Carrier 
Pigeon (40 Plympton S t ree t ,  Boston, RA 0,2118; phone (617) 542-5679). 

BOOKS PUBLISHED BY PERSEPHONE PRESS, 1976-1 983 

A Feminist Tarot: A Guide to Intrapersonal Communication, by Sally Gearhart 
and Susan Renni e. 1976. 

The Fourteenth Witch, poetry and photography by Shelley Blue and Deborah 
Snow. 1977. 

The Wanderground: Stories of the Hi11 Women, by Sally Gearhart. 1978. 

The Coming O u t  S tor ies ,  by Jul ia  Penelope Stanley and Susan J .  Wolf. 1980. 

Claiming an Identity They T a u g h t  Me to D ~ q ~ j . s j ? ,  by Michelle Cl i f f .  1980. 

Chofces, by Nancy Toder. 1980. - 
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Woman, Church and State ,  by Matilda Joslyn Gage. Orig. 1893; repr. 1980. 

Lesbian Poetry: An Anthology, edited by Elly Bulkin and Joan Larkin. 1981. 

This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color, edited by 
Cherrfe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldub. 1981 . 
Lifetime Guarantee: A Journey Through Loss and Survival, by Alice Bloch. 1981. 

Lesbian Fiction: An Anthology, edited by Elly Bulkin. 1981. 

Nice Jewish Girls: A Lesbian Anthology, edited by Evelyn Torton Beck. 1982. 

Zami : A New Spelling o f  My Name, by Audre Lorde. 1982. 

Keeper of Accounts, by Irena Kl epf i sz. 1982. 

FEmlNlST VISIONS 
BRINGING HOME VIDEO INTO THE CLASSROOM 

"Feminist Visions" will be a regular feature of Feminist Collections, offering 
reviews of audio-visual resources for women's studies. This new column will 
provide space for circulating ideas on using films, videotapes, audio tapes, 
and s l i de  programs in a feminist educational se t t ing,  and using feminist media 
in tradit ional courses and programs. "Feminist Visions" will include infor-  
mation about media o n  specific topics ( for  example, media on  Black women in 
the Uni t'ed States,  women and aging, women and health care,  e t c . ) ,  media net- 
works, media designed specif ical ly  for classroom use,' d is t r ibutors ,  local 
media production and resources, and feminist applications of new media 
technology, including t h i s  issue's  topic: Home Video Resources for Women's 
Studies. 

While media budgets in some communication Arts Departments and Media Programs 
have been known to allow $3000 fo r  one course's film rentals ,  instructors 
who teach women's studies courses o n  women in the media or who want t o  in- 
corporate audio-visual material s i n t o  non-med'l'a courses often have t o  work 
within much smaller budgets. After teaching four semesters of women's 
studies media courses with budgets of $300 per semester, I am very excited 
about the inexpensive and convenient resource for feature films offered by 
renters of home video equipment and tapes. 

Most medium-sized c i t i e s  have a t  l eas t  one home video d i s t r ibu tor ,  and many 
have several. In Madison, the several d is t r ibutors  have begun to specialize 
in the types of features offered, with Take One Video catering t o  the market 
for foreign films, film class ics ,  and films t h a t  are l ike ly  t o  be of in te res t  
t o  feminists. 

Take One's e f fo r t  t o  tap t h i s  market has included a n  extremely l iberal  rental 
policy for classroom instructors.  Features can be rented for the period o f  
Monday t o  Friday for $5.00. With t h i s  arrangement, I can assign paper 
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t o p i c s  t o  s tudents i n  t h e  Women i n  F i lm c lass  t h a t  r e q u i r e  d e t a i l e d  ana lys is  
o f  a  f i l m .  The tape can be placed on reserve a t  t he  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  media r e -  
source center  fo r  a  one o r  two week period, a l l ow ing  students t o  view the  
f i l m  a t  l e a s t  tw i ce  under circumstances t h a t  i n v i t e  them t o  s top  t h e  f i l m ,  
d iscuss i t ,  and p lay  back scenes f o r  c lose  ana lys is .  Th is  i s  o f ten  the  
f i r s t  oppo r tun i t y  students have had t o  view f i l m  c r i t i c a l l y ,  i n t e r r u p t i n g  
if they wish what theater  viewing encourages us t o  respond t o  as t h e  f i l m ' s  
seam1 ess spectacle, and i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  each o ther  dur ing  the  viewing. 

I f  a  good working r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  es tab l i shed w i t h  t he  d i s t r i b u t o r ,  s l h e  
might  agree t o  l o a n  tapes f r e e  o f  charge f o r  preview purposes and t o  acqu i re  
tapes f o r  t h e  1  i b r a r y  t o  accommodate i n s t r u c t o r s '  needs. 

While tapes can be reserved weeks i n  advance and scheduled i n t o  t he  semester's 
sy l labus ,  the minimal expanse of v ideotape r e n t a l  and the  fac t  t h a t  t h e  d i s -  
t r i b u t o r  has the  tapes on hand a l lows i n s t r u c t o r s  t o  make changes and 
add i t i ons  t o  a  sy l l abus  on sho r t  n o t i c e - - i n  response t o  s tudent  i n t e r e s t ,  
problems, o r  t o  contempor,ary events t h a t  heighten t h e  re1 evance of a  par- 
t i c u l a r  f i l m  t o  t h e  c lass  p r o j e c t .  

The a v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  videotape format o f  f o r e i g n  f i l m s ,  a r t  f i l m s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
recons t ruc t ions ,  science f i c t i o n ,  documentaries, soc ia l  problem f i lms ,  
women's melodramas, b lack  e x p l o i t a t i o n  f i l m s  and f i l m s  w i t h  gay and l esb ian  ' 
themes, make these inexpensive resources fo r  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  a  wide v a r i e t y  
of courses. For example, courses t h a t  address the  issues o f  sexual por- 
nography and v io lence  aga ins t  women w i l l  f i n d  too many examples f o r  ana l ys i s  
from v ideo d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  hard core, s o f t  core, and tapes in tended 
fo r  use by "marr ied couples." Courses addressing issues o f  women i n  t he  mass 
media, i n c l u d i n g  rock  music, can incorpora te  ana lys is  o f  the o f t e n  m isogyn i s t i c  
and bare1 y  d isguised s a d i s t i c  representa t ions  of women i n  rock  videotapes. 

For media classes, home video d i s t r i b u t o r s  a re  an especia l1 y  va luab le  source 
of feature f i l m s  made w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  several  years, s ince  r e n t a l  of new f i l m s  
i n  16nm f i l m  format o f t e n  cos ts  several  hundred d o l l a r s .  I t  would have been 
f i n a n c i a l 1  y  impossib le t o  program screenings o f  several  "new women's f i lms "  
(a type  t h a t  has emerged s ince  t h e  mid-1970s j n  response t o  t h e  new market 
f o r  f i l m s  about "strong, independent" women) i n  my Women i n  F i lm c lass  had 
they  n o t  been a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $5.00 each. The advantages of screening con- 
temporary f i l m s  are i n ' t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  make issues o f  c r i t i c a l  f i l m  view- 
i n g  seem more r e l e v a n t  t o  students and t o  r a i s e  issues o f  h i s t o r i c a l  change. 

Take One's 1  i b r a r y  inc ludes Unmarried Woman, G i r l  f r i ends ,  Turning Point ,  and 
o ther  f i l m s  t h a t  have a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  f e m i n i s t  f i l m  c r i t i c s ,  such 
as Kramer vs. Kramer, Coma, Personal Best, My B r i l l i a n t  Career, 
The World According t o  Garp, Body Heat, H i s  G i r l  Fr iday, 
Psycho, S i s te rs ,  Taxi  D r i ve r .  

A v ideo format does hamper eva lua t ion  o f  f i l m  s t y l e  i n  some important  ways. 
Reduced screen s ize ,  i n f e r i o r  q u a l i t y  c o l o r  reproduct ion,  and a l t e r a t i o n  of 
sound q u a l i t y  and frame composit ion r e s u l t  from the t r a n s f e r  from f i l m  t o  
video format, and can des t roy  o r  d i s t o r t  s u b t l e t i e s  of 1  i g h t i n g ,  decor, and 
camera movement. Video format can 1  i m i t  t he  v iewer 's  a b i l i t y  t o  experience 
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f i l m  as a  s p e c t a c l e  which encourages s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and 
invo lvement  i n  t h e  image and s t o r y .  

However, t h e  d i f f e rences  between f i l m  and v ideo images and t h e  f i l m  and 
v ideo  v i e w i n g  exper ience ( t h e a t e r  vs.  smal l  room; darkened room vs.  l i g h t e d  
room; e t c . )  can a c t u a l l y  become t o p i c s  o f  d i s c u s s f o n  t o  r a i s e  i ssues  such 
as t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  " a c t i v e "  s p e c t a t o r s h i p  as opposed t o  "pass ive"  
s p e c t a t o r s h i p  a r i s i n g  from t h e  v iew ing  s i t u a t i o n .  I have t r i e d  t o  work w i t h  
t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  each format by  r e n t i n g  16mm Hollywood f i l m s  from t h e  
1930s and 1940s ( a t  r a t e s  much lower  than those f o r  contemporary f i l m s )  
t o  d i s c u s s  i ssues  o f  women and f i l m  s t y l e ,  w h i l e  u s i n g  v ideotape fo r  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  o f  women's p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  f i l m  n a r r a t i v e s  and women's 
r o l e s  i n  f i l m  s t o r i e s ,  themes, and t h e  Hollywood s t a r  system. 

As t h e  home v ideo  i n d u s t r y  expands, i t  i s  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  i n s t r u c t o r s  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  f i n d  i t  a  source f o r  new m a t e r i a l s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  course concepts,  
as w e l l  as f o r  new c u l t u r a l  p roduc ts  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s  and 
c r i t i q u e .  

-- E l i z a b e t h  E l  1  swor th  

[ E l i z a b e t h  E l l s w o r t h  i s  a  l e c t u r e r  i n  t h e  Women's S tud ies  Program a t  t h e  
, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison, teach ing  Mass Media and t h e  Sexes, and 

Women i n  F i lm.  She i s  comp le t ing  a  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  uses. o f  
f i l m  w i t h i n  t h e  f e m i n i s t  community.] 

pub1 i c a t i o n  must have 
c e p t  f o r  t h e  automat ic  
dea l  w i t h  a n y t h i n g  o f  
dea l  w i t h  t h e  same i s s  

P r im i  ara ,  meaning " f i r s t  b i r t h , "  was conceived a t  a  
&er meet ing o f  a  smal l  group o f  women poets  
from a l l  p a r t s  o f  Wisconsin. From t h e  beg inn ing  
our founders determined t h a t  t h i s  j o u r n a l  would be by  
and f o r  Wisconsin womep. I n  t h i s  way we would pro-  
v i d e  a  v i a b l e  market  and showcase f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
poets,  would e s t a b l i s h  an i n f o r m a l  network which 
would h e l p  poets  reach  each o t h e r ,  and would encourage 
t h e  t a l e n t  o f t e n  found i n  new c o n t r i b u t o r s .  A  
nat ion-wide p u b l i c a t i o n ,  we f e l t ,  would n o t  be un ique,  
no r  cou ld  i t  deve lop t h e  r a p p o r t  we wanted w i t h  o u r  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  . 
To choose t h e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  o u r  semiannual p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
members o f  o u r  e d i t o r i a l  board meet i n  each o t h e r ' s  
homes, where a l l  submissions a r e  read s i l e n t 1  y  by 
each o f  us and then  read  a loud.  Poems s e l e c t e d  f o r  

t h e  v o t e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  three-loroman board. Ex- 
r e j e c t i o n  o f  any anti-woman poem, s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  may 

i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  au tho r .  We've found t h a t  ou r  c o n t r i b u t o r s  
ues as o t h e r  women do across t h e  coun t ry .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  
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any d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i t  i s  o n l y  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  poems wh ich  o f t e n  focus on  t h e  
r e g i o n  o f  Wiscons in .  Each s u b n i s s i o n  i s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  w i t h  a  l e t t e r  
e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  b o a r d ' s  d e c i s i o n ;  if t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  accepted,  b i o g r a p h i c a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  and/or  a  p o e t i c  s ta tement  a r e  reques ted  from t h e  a u t h o r .  We a l s o  
have r e p r i n t e d  poems t h a t  have been p u b l i s h e d  elsewhere,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  good 
works  a r e  j u s t  n o t  seen b y  t h a t  many peop le .  

The d e s i r e  t o  r e v i s e  a  poem i s  something we d e a l  w i t h  a t  e v e r y  e d i t o r i a l  
sess ion.  We've found g r e a t  t i t l e s  w i t h  med ioc re  poems f o l l o w i n g  and l a s t  
1  i n e s  w i t h  a  punch b u t  n o t h i n g  p reced ing .  We've l e a r n e d ,  however, t o  c u r b  
t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  r e v i s i o n s .  Rev ised poems r e t u r n e d  t o  us  never  
seem t o  s a t i s f y .  

Our j o u r n a l  began w i t h  a  40-page fo rma t  and shrank t o  32 pages s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
ago when t h e  postage r a t e s  s h o t  up. The cove r  was des igned b y  an App le ton  
a r t i s t  who was asked t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  women's symbol, t h e  word "Wisconsin," 
and someth ing t o  s i g n i f y  t h e  j o u r n a l  ' s  t i t l e .  The v a g i n a l  symbol t h a t  r e s u l t e d  
i s  o u r  t rademark  and has been f u r t h e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  bronze p i n s  b y  a  
Mi lwaukee a r t i s t .  

P u b l i s h i n g  has been done b y  a  good woman f r i e n d ,  Nancy Sweet land o f  Green Bay, 
who t a k e s  t h e  packe t  o f  poems, b i o ' s ,  and e d i t o r i a l  comment, t y p e s  i t, l a y s  
i t  o u t ,  and works w i t h  a  l o c a l  p r i n t e r  i n  h a v i n g  i t  p r i n t e d ,  bound, and t r immed. 

, As e d i t o r  and number one c h i e f ,  I hand le  a l l  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  and m a i l ,  as  w e l l  
as s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  j o u r n a l  g e t s  i n t o  t h e  m a i l .  

We began o u r  j o u r n a l  by work ing  w i t h  books to res  on consignment b u t  have dropped 
t h a t  p r a c t i c e  as t o o  u n p r o f i t a b l e  when done l o n g - d i s t a n c e .  Thus d i s t r i b u t i o n  
has been a  c o n s t a n t  weak l i n k  i n  o u r  c h a i n  excep t  f o r  s u b s c r i b e r s  and f r i e n d s .  

' 
We've j o k e d  abou t  h a v i n g  a  gdod saleswoman t o  h e l p  us  o u t - - b u t  s e r i o u s l y ,  
t h a t ' s  what e v e r y  l i t t l e  j o u r n a l  needs. 

Seven y e a r s  ago we deve loped two a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  he lped  us  f i n a n c i a l l y  and 
enab led us t o  f u l f i l l  s e v e r a l  o f  o u r  o r i g i n a l  goa ls .  Each June we 've  had r e -  
t r e a t - w o r k s h o p s - w h i c h  have connected women poe ts  w i t h  each o t h e r .  I n  September 
we've h e l d  a  c o n t e s t  wh ich  awards cash p r i z e s  f o r  t h e  t o p  t h r e e  poems e n t e r e d .  
T h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n  has drawn o u t  new t a l e n t  as h e l l  as p r o v i d e d  us  w i t h  good 
m a t e r i a l  f o r  o u r  w i n t e r  i ssue .  

Nex t  yea r ,  1984, we p l a n  t o  b r i n g  o u t  a  ten -yea r  a n n i v e r s a r y  i s s u e ,  c o m p i l i n g  
t h e  b e s t  f rom a l l  o u r  p a s t  i ssues ,  and t h e n  we w i l l  cease p u b l i c a t i o n .  Our 
" l a b o r  o f  l o v e "  has l o s t  some o f  i t s  uniqueness and fun;  l e s t  we b u r n  o u t  
c o m p l e t e l y ,  w e ' l l  q u i t  w h i l e  we s t i l l  l i k e  o u r  j o u r n a l ,  i t s  c o n t r i b u t o r s  and 
r e a d e r s .  Would we do i t  aga in?  Abso lu te l y - -and  perhaps we can s a y  t h a t  
o n l y  because we e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  v e n t u r e  w i t h  o u r  eyes w ide  open. We knew 
t h e  j o u r n a l  w o u l d n ' t  make us  r i c h ;  perhaps i t  m i g h t  break even. A t  a  few 
l o w  p o i n t s  we 've  had t o  t o s s  money i n  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  n e x t  i ssues ,  b u t  
g e n e r a l l y  we've come w i t h i n  a  few d o l l a r s  of t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  c o s t .  

Except  f o r  a  few f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  o u r  memories o f  P r i m i p a r a  w i l l  be 
good ones. How can we f o r g e t  t h e  huge numbers o f  t e r r i b l e  rhymed poems we've 
r e t u r n e d ,  o r  t h e  sma l l  number o f  humorous 1  i n e s  we've read?  We've watched 
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poets develop i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g  as we l l  as come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  problems i n  t h e i r  
personal 1  ives--from boyfr iends and lovers ,  t o  abor t ions  and grown-up ch i l d ren .  

Small magazines and presses w i l l  cont inue t o  pop up, grow f o r  a  whi le ,  and then 
d i e  o f f .  The i r  l i v e s  and deaths a re  a  f e r t i l e  medium w i t h i n  which hew e d i t o r s  
and poets develop. We've seen t h a t  ve ry  t h i n g  happen w i t h  our j ou rna l .  Thus 
our  end o n l y  s i g n a l s  t h e  beginning f o r  a  new venture by someone e lse .  Ours 
was t h e  " f i r s t  b i r t h ' '  o f  a  Wisconsin-wide market for  women poets. We hope 
i t  won't be t h e  l a s t .  

-- Diane N icho ls  

[Diane Nichols,  e d i t o r  o f  Pr imi  ara, teaches co l l ege  w r i t i n g  as an ad hoc 
i n s t r u c t o r  f o r  UW-Green Bay. -8- he was appointed t o  t h e  Wisconsin A r t s  Board 
1980-83, present1 y  serves on t h e  W i  sconsi n  Regional W r i t e r ' s  Assoc ia t ion  Board 
of  D i rec to rs ,  and i s  a  poet, sho r t  s t o r y  and essay w r i t e r .  Pr imipara was 
founded by Diana Anderson, Nancy Bre i  tsprecher  , Jane F a r r e l l  , J e r i  McCormick, 
and Diane Nichols .  Jane F a r r e l l  and E l l e n  Kor t  have served w i t h  Diane N icho ls  
on t h e  E d i t o r i a l  Board. Back issues o f  Pr imipara f o r  t h e  past  n ine  years 
a re  a v a i l a b l e  d i r e c t  from Primipara, P.O. Box 371, Octonto, W I  54153 a t  $1 .OO 
apiece, as w i l l  be s p e c i f i c  i n fo rma t i on  on t h e  anniversary issue due o u t  
l a t e  i n  1984.1 

NEW PRESSES 

The Iowa C i t y  Women's Press has announced t h e  format ion of i t s  new pub l i sh ing  
branch, t h e  Aunt Lu te  Book Company. The company was formed by two of t he  
o r i g i n a l  members o f  t he  press c o l l e c t i v e ,  Barb Wieser and Joan Pinkvoss. It 
i s  named a f t e r  Barb Wieser's g rea t  aunt, a  sp ins te r  who d ied  recent1 y  a t  t h e  
age o f  106. The i r  f i r s t  book i s  Shadow qn a  Tightrope: Wr i t ings  by Women 
on Fat Oppression ed i t ed  by L i s a  Schoenf ielder and Barb Wieser ($8.95, 
September 1983) Aunt Lute i s  so l  i c i t i n g  manuscripts.  For more in fo rmat ion ,  
w r i t e  them a t  P.O. Box 2723, Iowa C i ty ,  I A  52244. ( I n fo rma t i on  from Aunt 
Lute and Feminis t  Bookstores' News, Winter 198b, ,p.17) 

Acacia Books i s  a  new pub l i sh ing  venture w i t h  a  commitment t o  w r i t i n g s  by 
women t r a d i t i o n a l  1  y  denied access: 1  esbi ans, women o f  co lo r ,  women from 
m i n o r i t y  c lasses and cu l t u res ,  women i n  Th i rd  World count r ies .  They a re  
especia l  1  y  i n te res ted  i n  biography, h i s to ry ,  su rv i va l  sk i1  l s ,  f i c t i o n ,  mental 
and physica l  hea l t h  perspect ives, and soc ia l /po l  i t i c a l  ana lys is .  The i r  
f i r s t  book w i l l  be a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s t o r i e s  by lesb ians  on the  t o p i c s  of heal th ,  
r ec rea t i on ,  p l a y  and spor ts .  Manuscripts a re  s o l i c i t e d .  Wr i te  Acacia Books 
a t  P.O. Box 3630, Berkeley, CA 94703. ( In format ion from Matr ices, June 
1983, p.6-7) 
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U O m E N  IN PRINT 
INTERNATIONAL REPORT 

Nott ingham, England, was t h e  s i t e  o f  a Women i n  Booktrades Conference Feb- 
r u a r y  20-21, 1983, t h e  f i r s t  such conference s i n c e  1980. At tended by  ove r  
100 women from a l l  o v e r  B r i t a i n ,  t h e  conference addressed t o p i c s  such as 
f u n d r a i s i n g ,  f e m i n i s t  p r a c t i c e  i n  booktrades,  feminism and d i s t r i  b u t i o n ,  
and s e l  f - p u b l i s h i n g .  One o f  t h e  more c r e a t i v e  p lans  t o  come o u t  o f  t h e  con- 
ference was t o  l a u n c h  a women's bookbus t o  c a r r y  f e m i n i s t  books t o  r u r a l  
a reas.  O the r  p roposa ls  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  found ing o f  a Women i n  Booktrades 
N e w s l e t t e r  and t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  another  conference i n  t h e  near f u t u r e .  Eng- 
1 and boas ts  seve ra l  f e m i n i s t  bookstores ,  p r i n t e r s  and pub1 i s h e r s ,  and a 
w ide a r r a y  o f  D e r i o d i c a l s  and n e w s l e t t e r s .  (For  l i s t i n g s  o f  B r i t i s h  ~ e r i -  
o d i  c a l  s and o t h e r  resources ,  see Resources f o r  ~ e m i  n i  s t - ~ e s e a r c h / ~ o c u m e n t a ~  
s u r  l a  recherche  f h l n i s t e  v . ~ ,  no .4, Dec.1981/Jan.1982, " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Guide t o  Women's P e r i o d i c a l s  and Resources. 198112." I n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  
Nott ingham bookt rades conference came f r o m r s i g r i d - ~ i e l s e n  o f  t h e  Lavendar 
Menace Bookstore ,  Edinburgh,  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  Femin i s t  Bookstores" News, 
Win ter  1983, p.15.) 

MIDWEST UPDATE 
J 

I n  t h e  Summer 1983 i s s u e  o f  FC, we announced t h a t  p lans  were underway f o r  a 
second Midwest women-i n - ~ r i  n t ~ o n f e r e n c e .  The conference i s  schedul ed f o r  
t h e  weekend o f  June 15-17, 1984, and w i l l  be h e l d  on t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wis- 
c o n s i n  campus i n  Madison, Wisconsin.  The goal i s  " t o  h o l d  a work ing con- 
fe rence f o r  t hose  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  ( o r  p r e p a r i n g  t o  be i n v o l v e d )  i n  t h e  Mid-  
west femini  s t / l e s b i a n  p r i n t  nedwork, r a t h e r  t h a n  a general  femini  s t  conference 
o r  one o r i e n t e d  toward i n d i v i d u a l  w r i t e r s  .I1 Conference organ1 ze rs  r e p r e s e n t  
a books to re ,  a newspaper, and a 1 i b r a r y .  They hope t h e  conference w i l l  
i n v o l v e  women f rom f e m i n i s t / l e s b i a n  pubk ish ing ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  bookstores ,  
p r i n t i n g ,  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  and a r c h i v e s  o r  l i b r a r i e s .  Conference c o s t s  a r e  ex- 
pected t o  be between $50 and $75, e x c l u d j n g  t r a v e l .  A su rvey  i s  b e i n g  con- 
ducted o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  ga the r  , in format ion on t h e i r  expec- 
t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  conference and t o  s o l i c i t  suggest ions  f o r  genera l  s e s s i o n  
and workshop t o p i c s .  To be added t o  t h e  m a i l i n g  l i s t  t o  r e c e i v e  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  about  t h e  conference,  send $1 .OO payable t o  Midwest Women-in- 
P r i n t  t o :  A Room o f  One's Own Bookstore,  317 West Johnson S t r e e t ,  Madison, 
W I  53703; phone (608) 257-7888. 

UISCONSIN : UPDRTE 
Two years  ago, F e m i n i s t  C o l l e c t i o n s  ,ran a s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  on f e m i n i s t  
books to res  i n  Wisconsin,  w i t h  f e a t u r e s  on A Room o f  One's Own (Madison), 
Mother Courage (Raci ne) , Si  stermoon (Milwaukee) , and Kaleidoscope Books 
(Oshkosh). I t  i s  sad t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  Milwaukee w i l l  soon l o s e  i t s  bookstore .  
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A f t e r  near1 y  seven years ,  S i  stermoon Femin i s t  Bookstore  and A r t  Gal 1  e r y  w i  11 
c l o s e  sometime t h i s  f a l l ,  un less  a  buyer can be found. Owner Karen V o l t z  
B r e l l e  c i t e s  burnout  as t h e  c h i e f  reason f o r  t h e  c l o s i n g - - t h e  s t r e s s  o f  
ove r  s i x  y e a r s  o f  keep ing t h e  s t o r e  a l i v e  and open 364 days a  yea r .  A  
s ta tement  b y  Karen B r e l l e  about  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  Sistermoon was p u b l i s h e d  
i n  - Amazon v.11, 110.2, A p r i l I M a y  1983, pp.42-43. (A r e c e n t  i s s u e  o f  Ms. 
f e a t u r e s  an up- to-date  r e p o r t  on f e m i n i s t  bookstores  nat ionwide;  seeTwhat 
Makes A Femin i s t  Bcokstore  Spec ia l? "  by  Jeanne O'Connor i n  &. v.XI1, no.3, 
September 1983, pp.79-82. Appended t o  t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  a  geograph ic  l i s t i n g  
o f  bookstores  . )  

NEWS mom uw- GRECN BRY 
THE UW-GB BALANCED CURRICULUM PROJECT 

D u r i n g  1982-83 t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i  scons i  n-Green Bay began a  balanced 
c u r r i c u l u m  p r o j e c t ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  s t u d y  o f  women i n t o  r e g u l a r  
undergraduate  programs. The p r o j e c t  seeks t o  promote t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  new 
r e s e a r c h  on women i n t o  i n t r o d u c t o r y  courses th roughou t  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  

UW-GB has had f o r  some y e a r s  a  successful  Women's S tud ies  Program o f f e r i n g  
an academic m ino r  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  four  departments.  Because t h e s e  de- 
par tments ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  UW-GB academic p lan ,  a r e  organ ized on  i n t e r -  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  1  i n e s ,  i t  has been p o s s i b l e  i n  p r i n c i p l e  t o  have a  sys temat i c  
exchange o f  i deas  and programmatic i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  women's s t u d i e s  w i t h  o t h e r  
c u r r i c u l a .  Even so, t h i s  k i n d  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  has n o t  been adequate t o  over -  
come f u l l y  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  women's s t u d i e s  as a  separa te  f i e l d  r e a c h i n g  - 
o n l y  a  l i m i t e d  number o f  s e l f - s e l e c t e d  s tudents .  The i ssues  seemed t o  some 
f a c u l t y  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  t o o  i m p o r t a n t  and t h e  new women's s t u d i e s  r e -  
search too  c h a l l e n g i n g  t o  o u r  present  course con ten ts  and teach ing  s t r a t e g i e s  
n o t  t o  have them cons idered across  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  r e 1  eased t i m e  was granted t o  two f a c u l t y  members, E s t e l  1  a  
L a u t e r  (Communication and t h e  A r t s )  and J e r r o l d  Rodesch (Humanis t ic  S t u d i e s ) ,  
t o  l a u n c h  t h e  p r o j e c t .  Two p r e l i m i n a r y  tommi\tments were c r i t i c a l  : 1 )  a  
balanced c u r r i c u l u m  was n o t  t o  be seen as an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  a  d i s t i n c t  
women's s t u d i e s  program which has a  separa te  and v a l u a b l e  r o l e  as a  r e s e a r c h  
and c u r r i c u l u m  area; 2 )  t h e r e  would be no a t tempt  t o  impose c o n t e n t  o r  
methods o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  b u t  r a t h e r  f a c u l t y  would be informed o f  t h e  new 
women's s c h o l a r s h i p  and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and cha l l enges  i t  presents  i n  
t h e i r  f i e l d s .  I t  was unders tood t h a t  t h e  scope o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  and t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  o f  c h a l l e n g e  would n o t  be t h e  same i n  a l l  f i e l d s .  

The p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v i t i e s  under taken i n  1982-83 i n c l u d e d  meet ings  and d i s -  
c u s s i o n  w i t h  f a c u l t y  groups and i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  and course m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  f a c u l t y  seminars on  
i s s u e s  and ma jo r  works o f  f e m i n i s t  scho la rsh ip ,  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  guest  
l e c t u r e s  i n  seve ra l  d i f f e r e n t  courses t o  demonstrate t h e  v a l u e  o f  women's 
s t u d i e s  s c h o l a r s h i p  i n  t h e  b a s i c  s tudy  o f  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s ,  and an exchange 
o f  f a c u l t y  v i s i t s  w i t h  Wheaton Co l l ege  (Norton,  Massachuset ts)  which i s  
compl e t i  ng a  ma jo r  FIPSE-supported balanced c u r r i c u l  um p r o j e c t .  
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A balanced c u r r i c u l u m  i s  a  long- term o b j e c t i v e .  Gender b iases  a r e  d e e p l y  
engra ined i n  t h e  conven t iona l  d e f i n i t i o n  and e x p o s i t i o n  of most f i e l d s  o f  
knowledge. The UW-GB p r o j e c t ,  as  i t  cont inues,  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  expand t h e  
number of concerned and in formed f a c u l t y ,  seek ing i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  
suppor t  f o r  f a c u l t y  s t u d y  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  can l e a d  t o  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  
new course m a t e r i a l s  and t h e  r e d e f i n i t i o n  o f  f i e l d s  o f  s t u d y  i n  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  
t h a t  i n  t h e  p a s t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and exper iences o f  women (a  m a j o r i t y  o f  
UW-GB s t u d e n t s )  have n o t  been adequate1 y o r  f a i r 1  y  t r e a t e d .  

-- J e r r o l d  Rodesch 

[ J e r r o l d  Rodesch, Assoc ia te  P ro fessor  o f  Humanist ic  S tud ies  ( H i s t o r y ) ,  has 
a  d o c t o r a t e  f rom Rutgers  i n  American h i s t o r y  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y .  E s t e l l  a  Lau te r ,  Assoc ia te  P ro fessor  o f  Communication 
and t h e  A r t s  ( L i t e r a t u r e  and Language), r e c e i v e d  her d o c t o r a t e  f rom Rochester  
and teaches i n  t h e  A e s t h e t i c  Awareness and Women's s t u d i e s  programs, as 
w e l l  as courses i n  1  i t e r a t u r e  and c r i t i c i s m . ]  

PfRIODICflL NOTES 
NEW PERIODICALS 

a 

The Berke ley  Women o f  Co lo r .  Spr ing  1983- . Ed. by  t h e  Berke ley  
' komen o f  Co lo r  C o l l e c t i v e .  $1 .OO d o n a t i o n l i s s u e .  A v a i l a b l e  from: Berke ley  

Women o f  Co lo r  C o l l e c t i v e ,  c / o  I n s t i t u t e  fo r  t h e  Study o f  Soc ia l  Change, 
2420 Bowditch,  Berke ley ,  CA 94705. ( I s s u e  examined: no .l , Spr ing  1983) 

The e d i t o r i a l  c o l l e c t i v e  produc ing t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  came t o g e t h e r  as a  r e s u l t  
o f  shared f r u s t r a t i o n  w i t h  a  course on f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y  t h e y  a t tended d u r i n g  
t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1982. F i n d i n g  e x i s t i n g  f e m i n i s t  s c h o l a r s h i p  d e f i c i e n t  i n  i t s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  women o f  c o l o r ,  t h e  group dec ided i t  should  t a k e  
on t h i s  research  i t s e l f  and c r e a t e  a  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  network ing 
among women d o i n g  t h i s  work. T h i s  f i r s t - i s s u e  i n c l u d e s  an e d i t o r i a l ,  p r o f i l e s  
o f  t h e  C o l l e c t i v e  members (Hawaiian, Black,  As ian- Ind ian,  B r a z i l i a n ,  Japanese- 
American, and P h i l i p p i n e  women), and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e s :  "Some Notes on 
B lack Women" ( E l a i n e  Kaplan);  " F i l l i n g  a  Gap i,n t h e  Labor H i s t o r y  o f  Japanese- 
American Women" (Sandra 0.  Uyeunten); and "Creat i 'ng a  U n i v e r s a l  L i t e r a t u r e ,  
Afro-American Women W r i t e r s ,  Condensed Form" (Barbara C h r i s t i a n ) .  

Common Ground: A Journa l  f o r  I s l a n d  Women. 1982- . Bi -month ly .  Sub- 
s c r i p t i o n s :  $6 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $1 0  ( i n s t . ) .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  address: 81 P r i n c e  St . ,  
Char lo t te town ,  P.E.I. CIA 4R3, Canada. ( I ssues  examined: v.2, no.4, August 
1983; v.2, no.5, October 1983) 

Founded t o  p r o v i d e  a  forum f o r  t h e  women o f  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
a r t i c l e s :  Women i n  Education; Women's Stud ies ;  Break ing t h e  Sex B a r r i e r  (Changes 
i n  Career 'Cho ice) ;  How t o  Get More C l o u t  (A Course about  Unions).  

Fami l y  S t u d i e s  Review Yearbook. 1983- . Annual. Ed. by David H. 01 son 
and B r e n t  C. M i l l e r .  $37.50, ISBN 0-8039-1924-7. LC 83-643783. ISSN 0734- 
2926. Sage P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  Inc. ,  275 South B e v e r l y  Dr i ve ,  B e v e r l y  H i l l s ,  CA  
90212 (Vo l  . 1, 1983 examined) 
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". . . Family Studies Review Yearbook i s  designed t o  offer  an annual se lect ion 
of the best and most relevant published and unpublished works." Fifty-three 
a r t i c l e s  were selected from 18 professional journals covering a range of 
d isc ipl ines .  Scholar1 y feminist journals such as Signs and Feminist Studies 
are notably absent from the l i s t .  Topic areas selected for Volume 1 include: 
family policy; family s t r e s s  and coping; divorce and child custody; marital 
and family violence; work and the family; and family economics. 

Girl s '  Own: Sydney Feminist Newspaper. Subscriptions: A$7 ( indiv . ) ;  
A$14 ( i n s t s . ) .  Subscription address: P.O. Box 188 Wentworth Building, 
Sydney University 2006, Sydney, Australia. (Issue examined: no . lo ,  Feb .- 
March 1983) 

The focus of Gir ls '  Own no.10 i s  "Black, Immigrant & Third World Women." 
The 36-page issue o f fe r s  a n  ed i t o r i a l ,  l e t t e r s ,  news, and feature  a r t i c l e s .  

Incest Survivors' Network News. July 1983- . Single copy: $1 w i t h  
business-size SASE. Subscription address: Survivors' Network News, 1447 
N .  Franklin PI. 29, ~ i lwaukee ,  WI 53202. (Issue examined: v.1, no.1, July 
1983) 

For women only, the 11-page f i r s t  issue of th is  nehslet ter  o f fe r s  poetry and  
personal accounts by incest  survivors and a bibliography on incest .  

The Lesbian Frequency. Spring, 9983 [i .e . ,  1983-1- . Ed. by J .  Haggard 
and Sidney Spinster .  Subscriptions: $3.75 per $1 000 annual income for 
four two-tape issues.  Single copy: $6.75. Subscription address: Radical 
Rose Recordings, P.O. Box 8122, Minneapol i s ,  MN 55408. (Pub1 i she r ' s  f lye r  
and correspondence with the ed i t o r )  

Intended for  lesbians only, t h i s  new journal i s  recorded on casse t tes ,  two 
per issue.  Each issue o f f e r s  three hours of interviews, s t o r i e s ,  music, 
conversation, and poetry. (For more information a b o u t  Radical Rose Re- 
cordings, see "Items of Note" on page 18 . )  

LesbianILesbienne. Monthly. Subscriptions: ,$5 ( indiv.) ;  $10 ( i n s t . ) .  
Subscription address: P.O. Box 70, Stn. F ,  Toronto, O n t a r i o ,  Canada. 
(Cited i n  Resources for Feminist Research v.XI, no.3, Nov.1982, p.387; 
sample requested b u t  not yet  received) 

"A coast-to-coast publication by, for and about lesbians. We aim to  be 
monthly and bi l ingual ,  and will print  a r t i c l e s ,  reviews, poetry, e tc .  b u t  
our  main purpose i s  t o  be a 'news'. l e t t e r . "  

Onyx: Black Lesbian Newsletter. 1982?- . Bi-monthly. Subscriptions: 
$5. Subscription address: Onyx (BLN), 1442 Walnut St . ,  #3O7, Berkeley, 
CA 94709. Phone (415) 540-0671. (Issues examined: v.11, nos.2-3, April/ 
May- June/ Jul y 1 983) 

We1 comes a1 1 written and graphic work by black 1 esbians, including news, 
reviews, personal perspectives, pol i t ica l  commentaries, interviews, poetry, 
1 e t t e r s  , a d s ,  announcements, humor and journal entr ies .  Onyx writes us, 

Page Fourteen 



"We a r e  t h e  o n l y  B lack  l e s b i a n  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  we know of  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y . "  
T o p i c s  i n  t h e s e  two i s s u e s  i n c l u d e  B lack  l e s b i a n  i d e n t i t y  and r a c i s m  i n  t h e  
women's community. 

Women & Performance: A  Jou rna l  o f  F e m i n i s t  Theory. S p r i  ng/Summer 1983- 
Semi-annual. S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  $9 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $15 ( i n s t . ) .  S i n g l e  copy: $5. 
S u b s c r i p t i o n  address:  Women & Performance, NYU/Tisch School o f  t h e  A r t s ,  
Dept. o f  Performance S t u d i e s ,  51 W. 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  Room 3000, New York, NY 
1001 2. ( I s s u e  examined: v.1, no.1, SpringISummer 1983) 

T h i s  new j o u r n a l  w i l l  address  f e m i n i s t  i s s u e s  i n  t h e a t e r ,  dance, f i l m ,  v ideo  
and r i t u a l .  From t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e :  "Notes Toward a  F e m i n i s t  Performance 
A e s t h e t i c "  (Martha Roth) ;  "Why Do We Need a  F e m i n i s t  Thea t re? "  ( C l a r e  
Coss, e t  a1 .); "Theor ies  o f  Melodrama: A  F e m i n i s t  P e r s p e c t i v e "  (E. Ann 
Kap lan) ;  "Images o f  American Women i n  American F i lms :  A  Method o f  A n a l y s i s "  
(Jane T. Dowd); r e v i e w s  and resources .  

Women & t h e  Law Repor t .  March 1983- . W r i t t e n  and produced under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  Go ld fa rb ,  S inge r  & Austern .  Month1 y. S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  $327. 
S u b s c r i p t i o n  address:  1545 New York Ave. N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002. 
( I s s u e e x a m i n e d :  v . 1 , n o . l .  M a r c h 1 9 8 3 )  

, A l though  t h e  p r i c e  w i l l '  d i scou rage  many would-be i n d i v i d u a l  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  
t h i s  new l e g a l  r e p o r t i n g  s e r v i c e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  r e -  
sea rche rs  i n  t h e  a rea  o f  women and t h e  law.  The 20-page r e p o r t  h i g h l i g h t s  
j u d i c i a l  , l e g i s l a t i v e ,  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  developments.  Complete c i t a t i o n s  
a r e  g i v e n  f o r  each i t em,  ahd a  supp lementary  document s e r v i c e  makes a v a i l -  
a b l e  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  cases,  laws,  and r e g u l a t i o n s  d i scussed  i n  t h e  Repor t  ( a t  
a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  each i s s u e  c a r r i e s  an i n - d e p t h  "Comment" 
on  a  c u r r e n t  t o p i c  and "Notes o f  I n t e r e s t , "  a  r e v i e w  o f  new p r o j e c t s ,  up- 
comi ng con fe rences ,  new books and a r t i  c l  es . 

Words o f  Women. S p r i n g  1983- . Q u a r t e r 1  y. S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  $5 ( i n c l u d e s  
1  i b r a r y  c a r d ) ,  S u b s c r i p t i o n  address:  H m t f o r d  F e m i n i s t  L i b r a r y ,  c /o  The H i1  1  
Center ,  350 Farmington Ave., H a r t f o r d ,  CT O6l&., { I s s u e s  examined: v.1, 
nos . l -2 ,  S p r i  ng-Summer 1983) 

News1 e t t e r  o f  t h e  H a r t f o r d  F e m i n i s t  L i b r a r y .  News, b r i e f  a r t i c l e s ,  p o e t r y ,  
b i  b l  i o g r a p h y .  Ten pages. 

SPECIAL ISSUES OF PERIODICALS 

I n t e r r a c i a l  Books f o r  C h i l d r e n  B u l l e t i n  v.14, no.314, 1983: "Homophobia and 
Educat ion :  How t o  Deal w i t h  Name-Call i n g  .I1 Guest e d i t o r :  Leonore Gordon. 
A v a i l  a b l e  from: Counc i l  on  I n t e r r a c i a l  Books f o r  C h i l d r e n ,  1841 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10023. S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  $12 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $18 ( i n s t . ) . ,  S i n g l e  copy: 
$3 (doub le  i s s u e )  p l u s  50d hand l i ng .  ( I s s u e  examined) 

Among t h e  a r t i c l e s :  "Homophobia: Why B r i n g  It Up?" (Barbara  Smi th) ;  "There 
I s  No H i e r a r c h y  o f  Oppressions" (Audre Lorde);  "The Sec re t  Fear t h a t  Keeps Us 
from R a i s i n g  Free C h i l d r e n "  ( L e t t y  C o t t i n  Pogreb in) ;  "Out o f  t h e  C l o s e t ,  
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But Paying the  Pr ice:  Lesbian and Gay Characters i n  Chi ldren 's  L i t e r a t u r e "  
(Jan Goodman) ; "Recommended Books on GayILesbian Themes" (C .A. Jenkins 
and Jul i e  L. Mor r is ) ;  " 'F r i end l y  F i r e '  : Homophobia i n  Six Education L i t e r a t u r e "  
(Katherine Whitlock and Elena M. DiLapi) ;  and "Get t ing Books on Gay Themes 
i n t o  t h e  L ib ra ry :  An Act ion  Plan" (Carol Bloom). 

Poet & C r i t i c  v.XIV, no.2: Special issue on women poets. Ava i lab le  from: 
The Iowa Sta te  U n i v e r s i t y  Press, South State S t . ,  Ames, I A  50010. Sub- 
s c r i p t i o n s :  $7.50. Sing1 e copies: $2 .SO. ( Issue examined) 

Represented i n  t he  sec t i on  "Poets and Their  Inf luences" are Sandra G i l b e r t ,  
Laura Jensen and An i ta  Hel le,  who each con t r i bu te  poems and shor t  pieces on 
w r i t e r s  who have in f luenced t h e i r  work. " P o r t f o l i o  o f  Poems" inc ludes con- 
t r i b u t i o n s  by e i g h t  women poets. A f i n a l  sec t i on  offers two reviews and an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Marcia Southwick on teaching poet ry  i n  t he  publ i c  schools. 

S i n i s t e r  Wisdom 22/23, 1983: "A Gathering o f  S p i r i t :  North American Ind ian  
Women's Issue." Guest e d i t o r :  Beth Brant (Degonwadonti ) .  Ava i lab le  from: 
P.O. Box 660, Amherst, MA 01004. Subscript ions: $10 ( ind iv . ) ;  $15 ( i n s t . ) .  
S ing le  copy: $4.10. ( Issue examined) 

The publ i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  specia l  issue i s  an event o f  h i s t o r i c  importance, 
b r i ng ing  together w r i t i n g s  and artwork by North American Ind ian  women from 

A many t r i b e s  -- well-known w r i t e r s  such as Paula Gunn A l l e n  and Joy Harjo; women 
whose work was u n t i  1  now unpubl i shed; 1 esbians and heterosexual women; women 
i n  pr ison.  Le t te rs ,  f i c t i o n ,  essays, in te rv iews and poems are interwoven 
w i t h  photographs, drawings, p a i n t i n g  and sculpture,  combining t o  c rea te  a 
powerful a f f i rmat ion  o f  the 1 i ves  and c u l t u r e  o f  na t i ve  women. 

CEASED PUBLICATION 

Maenad: A Women's L i t e r a r y  Journal v.1-11, 1980-1983. Ed. by Paula Estey, 
Jane Ordway, and Mar i l yn  Weller. Quar te r l y .  P.O. Box 738, Gloucester, MA 
01 930. 

Pub1 i s h e r  Paul a Estey wr i t es ,  
\ 

It i s  w i t h  sadness t h a t  we must in fo rm you t h a t  MAENAD, 
Women's L i t e r a r y  Journal , Ltd., ceased publ i c a t i o n  w i t h  
our cu r ren t  issue No. 8, "A  F i c t i o n  Issue on Bonding," 
VOL.11, no.4 . . . . MAENAD has su f fe red  from a severe 
l a c k  of funding i n  1982 and 1983, which has increased 
our debts t o  unmanageable propor t ions.  Therefore, we 
have made the  re1 uc tan t  deci s i dn  t o  d iscont inue pub- 
1 i c a t i o n .  

Maenad achieved considerable nat ional  v i s i  b i l  i t y  dur ing i t s  shor t  pub1 i s h i n g  
h i s t o r y .  I t  w i l l  be missed. L imi ted copies of issues #2-8 are s t i l l  a v a i l -  
ab le  from Maenad a t  a p ~ i c e  of $4 each. 
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ITEmS O F  NOTE 

A v a i l  a b l e  from Giovanni  ' s  Room, a  1  esb ian l fem i  n i  s t l g a y  books to re  i n  
P h i l  ade l  ph ia ,  i s  t h e  "LESBIAN LITERATURE CATALOG," a  comprehensive, 34-page 
annota ted l i s t i n g .  For each i tem,  au tho r ,  t i t l e ,  publ i s h e r ,  d a t e ( s )  o f  
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  number o f  pages, and p r i c e  a r e  1  i s t e d .  The emphasis i s  on 
works publ i shed  i n  U.S., a l t h o u g h  a  few impor ted books a r e  i nc luded .  $2.00 
from: G iovann i ' s  Room, 345 S. 1 2 t h  S t r e e t ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  PA 19107. 

NEWSWORTHY i s  t h e  name o f  a  new s e r i e s  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  t o  focus on con- 
temporary  movements, events  and i ssues compi led by  P a t r i c i a  Case, Cura to r  o f  
t h e  Contemporary C u l t u r e  C o l l  e c t i o n  a t  Templ e  U n i v e r s i t y .  The b i  b l  i o g r a p h i e s  
w i l l  c i t e  a l t e r n a t i v e  and smal l  p ress  p u b l i c a t i o n s  h e l d  by t h e  C o l l e c t i o n .  
The s e r i e s  succeeds t h e  e a r l i e r  "Not i n  t h e  NEW YORK TIMES B i b l i o g r a p h y  Ser ies1 '  
compi led  by Case a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Connec t i cu t ,  S t o r r s .  The f i r s t  t h r e e  

. numbers o f  Newsworthy l o o k  a t  t h e  Nuc lea r  Freeze, t h e  Freedom o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  
Ac t ,  and l a b o r  management c o n s u l t i n g  f i rms.  To be p laced  on  t h e  m a i l i n g  l i s t  
f o r  Newsworth , o r  t o  r e q u e s t  any o f  t h e  22 i s s u e s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  s e r i e s ,  
w r i t e  -F- a t r i  c i  a  J. Case, Contemporary C u l t u r e  C o l l  e c t i o n ,  Temp1 e  U n i v e r s i t y  
L i b r a r i e s ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  PA 19122. 

MORE RARE AND OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS FOR WOMEN'S STUDIES. L i s t  #31 f rom Joanna 
T a y l o r  Books i s  on t h e  t o ~ i c  o f  Women's S tud ies ,  f e a t u r i n g  o u t - o f - ~ r i n t  
books r e l e v a n t  t o  B lack  f e m i n i s t  s t u d i e s ,  women and a r t ,  and f e m i n i s t  h i s t o r y ,  
v iews and t h e o r y .  P u b l i c a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  book, p r i c e  and 
a  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  a r e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  each o f  t h e  71 i t ems  on  t h e  l i s t .  Con- 
t a c t :  Joanna T a y l o r  Books, 2461 E l  Pavo Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670; 
phone: 91 6-362-6963. Boudicca Books i s  an o l d ,  r a r e ,  and o u t - o f - p r i  n t  
book d e a l e r  " s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  books by & abou t  women." The most  r e c e n t  c a t a l o g ,  
"Sampler 2," l i s t s  31 9  i t ems  on: t h e  a r t s  & a r t i s t s ;  b i o g r a p h i e s  and auto-  
b iog raph ies ;  1  i t e r a t u r e ;  n o n - f i c t i o n ;  and t r a v e l  1  e r s  , adventurers ,  women 
& t h e  l a n d .  D e s c r i p t i o n  i n c l u d e s  publ  i c $ t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n d i t i o n ,  p r i c e ,  
b r i e f  a n n o t a t i o n ,  and whether t h e  work has n o t a b l e  Canadian con ten t .  Con- 
t a c t :  Be tsy  Nuse, Boudicca Books, P.O. Box 901, S t a t i o n  K, Toronto,  O n t a r i o ,  
Canada M4P 2H2; phone 416-483-2431. Catalogue no.58 from Town & Gown Book . 
Company i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  f o u r  l i s t s  on  t h e  t o p i c  o f  Women's S tud ies  t o  be 
i ssued  by  t h i s  f a l l .  The f i r s t  t h r e e  w i l l  be v e r y  broad i n  scope; t h e  f o u r t h  
w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  on women w r i t e r s  and t h e i r  -work. Catalogue no.58 i s  an a1 pha- 
b e t i c a l  l i s t i n g  (A - H) o f  647 i tems,  w i t h  no s u b d i v i s i o n s  by  s u b j e c t .  
Pub1 i c a t i o n  i n fo rma t ion ,  c o n d i t i o n ,  and p r i c e  a r e  noted; on1 y  s e l e c t e d  i t e m s  
a r e  annota ted.  Contac t :  Town & Gown Book Company, P.O. Box 190, Dutch F l a t ,  
CA 9571 4; phone 91 6-389-2363. ( A d d i t i o n a l  d e a l e r s  i n  r a r e  and o u t - o f - p r i n t  
books f o r  women's s t u d i e s  a r e  desc r ibed  i n  F a l l  1981 and Win te r  1983.) 

The MINORITY WOMEN'S RESEARCH PROGRAM a t  t h e  W e l l e s l e y  Co l l ege  Center  f o r  
Research o n  Women e x p l o r e s  t h e  un ique exper iences o f  ( p r i m a r i l y )  American 
Black women th rough  seven d i f f e r e n t  p r o j e c t s .  Among these  p r o j e c t s  a r e  t h e  
B lack  Women's Educat iona l  P o l i c y  and Research Network, "Black Women, Work, 
and Fami l y  L i f e , "  "Support  S t r a t e g i e s  o f  B lack  S i n g l e  Parents," "B lack  
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Women's Studies: Facu l ty  and Curr iculum ~ e v e i o ~ r n e n t  ," and a m i n o r i t y  
women's seminar se r i es .  Future p ro jec t s  are planned on m i n o r i t y  women i n  
science and motherhood and se l  f-concept i n  b lack adolescent,  females. A 
number o f  b ib l i og raph ies  and working papers a re  a v a i l a b l e  from the Pro- 
gram. Wr i te  Michel ene R.  Ma1 son, M i n o r i t y  Women's Research Program, 
We1 1 es l  ey Col l  ege Center fo r  Research on Women, We1 1 es l  ey Col 1 ege, We1 1 es l  ey, 
MA 021 81 ; phone 61 7-235-0320. 

RADICAL ROSE RECORDINGS i s  a casset te  company producing tapes by lesb ians  
?or women on1 y: "Jewish Lesbian Cu l tu re  and Anti-Semitism i n  t he  Lesbian 
Community," a program o f  songs, s t o r i e s ,  d iscussion,  and poet ry  recorded 
l i v e  i n  Minneapolis; " I ' m  i n  Love w i t h  Lesbians," an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
Lesbian-Feminist comic and musician Maxine Feldman; "Dykes Res i s t !  9 "  f i r s t -  
hand accounts of l esb ian  res i s tance  t o  male v io lence and "Dyke Pioneers," 
1 esbi an songs fea tur ing  Sidney Spinster  . Radical Rose a1 so produces The 
Lesbian Frequency, a journa l  on casset te  (see page 14). Wri te:  Radical 
Rose Recordings, P.O. Box 81 22, Minneapolis, MN 55408. 

DIRECTORY OF PROGRAMS: TRANSFORMING THE LIBERAL ARTS CURRICULUM THROUGH 
INCORPORATION OF NEW SCHOLARSHIP ON WOMEN i s  an annotated l i s t i n g  o f  42 main- 
streaming p r o j e c t s  across t h e  Uni ted States.  Compiled by Peggy McIntosh, 
t he  d i r e c t o r y  has been entered i n  computer f i l e s  and w i l l  be cont inuous ly  

, updated. I t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $2.00 from: Facu l ty  Development Program, 
Center for  Research on Women, We1 1 es l  ey Col 1 ege , We1 1 es l  ey, MA 021 81 ; 
phone 617-431-1453. Also a v a i l a b l e  for  $2.00 from the  Center i s  a 
d i r e c t o r y  o f  consu l tan ts  i n  t h e  area o f  mainstreaming. 

The NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR WOMEN AND THE VISUAL ARTS was founded i n  1982 by 
the  Moore Col lege o f  A r t ,  t h e  o n l y  women's a r t  co l l ege  i n  t h e  U.S. The 
I n s t i t u t e  was es tab l i shed t o  promote educat ional programs, schol a r l  y research, 
networking, advocacy, and c r e a t i v e  debate on issues re1 a t i  ng t o  women and 
t h e  v i sua l  a r t s .  I n  cooperat ion w i t h  the I n s t i t u t e ,  t h e  Moore Col lege of A r t  
L i b r a r y  i s  s t rengthening i t s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  ma te r i a l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  women and 
a r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  comprehensive s l  i d e  and pe r i od i ca l  c o l l  ec t ions .  The I n s t i t u t e  
i s  developing i t s  own a rch i ve  o f  more ephemeral mater ia ls ,  such as documenta- 
t i o n  on t h e  work o f  women i n  t h e  v i s u a l  a r t s  th royghout  t he  country .  A pro- 
posal i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t he  works t o  seek funding for  a b ib l i og raphy  of p r i n t  
and nonp r in t  resources on women and t h e  v i sua l  a r t s .  For more in format ion,  
contact :  Janet Kapl an, D i rec to r ,  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Women & t he  Visual 
Ar ts ,  Moore Col lege o f  A r t ,  20th and Race Streets,  Phi ladelphia,  PA 19103; 
phone 21 5-568-451 5, e x t  . 121 0. 

The UPPER MIDWEST WOMEN'S HISTORY CENTER FOR TEACHERS was founded i n  1980 
t o  a s s i s t  K-12 teachers i n  i n t e g r a t i n g  women's h i s t o r y  i n t o  t h e i r  curr icu lum. 
The Center has w r i t t e n  s i x  complete teaching u n i t s  on t h e  soc ia l  h i s t o r y  o f  
women fo r  K-6 students; cooperated w i t h  the Women i n  World Area Studies 
p r o j e c t  t o  promote t h e i r  books and sound f i l m s t r i p s  on women i n  wor ld  cu l t u res ;  
compiled b ib l i og raph ies  and a teachers'  manual; and devised workshops fo r  
teachers t o  a i d  them i n  i n t e g r a t i n g  women's h i s t o r y  i n t o  t h e i r  courses. For 
more in fo rmat ion ,  contact  Susan H i l l  Gross, Upper Midwest Women's H i s t o r y  
Center f o r  Teachers, 6300 Walker S t ree t ,  S t .  Louis  Park, MN 55416; phone 
61 2-925-3632. 
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TEN YEARS OF TITLE, I X :  A  REVIEW OF SEX EQUITY I N  WISCONSIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
f 9/2-1982 i s  a  new p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Wisconsin Dept. o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n .  
Prepared by Constance Th re inen  and A l i c e  Weck, t h e  r e p o r t  summarizes t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  sex e q u i t y  e f f o r t s  i n  Wisconsin, enumerates t h e  accomplishments 
o f  s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l s  work ing  f o r  sex e q u i t y ,  and d i scusses  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
impac t  o f  T i t l e  I X .  S i n g l e  cop ies  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  o f  charge f rom t h e  
Wiscons in  Dept. o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  125 S. Webster S t r e e t ,  Madison, 
W I  53707. 

1 

COMPREHENSIVE PAMPHLET OF WOMEN'S PLACES AND SERVICES i s  a  new p u b l i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  Wiscons in  Student  A s s o c i a t i o n  Women's A f f a i r s  D i r e c t o r a t e  ( U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Wiscons in) .  An a l p h a b e t i c a l ,  annota ted l i s t i n g  o f  s e r v i c e s  i s  fo l lowed 
by  a  l i s t  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  by keyword. The 30-page pamphlet was designed 
t o  a s s i s t  UW women i n  l o c a t i n g  women's resources  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Madison. 
A  l i m i t e d  number o f  cop ies  o f  t h e  pamphlet a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f rom t h e  Wisconsin 
Student  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  511 Memorial Union, Madison, W I  53706; phone 608-262- 
1081 . 

EDITORS' NOTE 

, It has been b rough t  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  o u r  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Deborah R e i l l y  
i n  t h e  Summer 1983 i s s u e  o f  Femin i s t  C o l l e c t i o n s  may have g i v e n  t h e  m i s -  
l e a d i n g  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  a l l  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  Rare Book Department a r e  pur -  
chased d i r e c t l y  by  t h e  Department. Many o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  Rare Book 
Department a r e  purchased b y  t h e  Memorial L i b r a r y  sub jec t -a rea  b i b l i o g r a p h e r s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f a c u l t y  committees a d v i s e  i n  t h e  purchase o f  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  
C a i r n s  C o l l  e c t i o n .  

WISCONSIN BIBCIOGRRPHIES IN 
STUDIES 

"American Women's H i s t o r y :  A  Bas ic  Bib l iograbhy: '  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  t i t l e  i n  t h e  
s e r i e s  "Wisconsin B i  b l i o g r a p h i e s  i n  Women's S tud ies  ." Compiled by Women's 
S t u d i e s  L i b r a r i a n - a t - L a r g e  Susan Sear ing,  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  des igned b o t h  
f o r  t eachers  o f  i n t r o d u c t o r y  courses i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  women i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  and f o r  t eachers  o f  survey courses i n  American h i s t o r y  who a r e  i n t e -  
g r a t i n g  women's h i s t o r y  i n t o  t h e i r  s y l l a b i ,  The b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  i n  f o u r  
p a r t s :  r e f e r e n c e  and i n s p i r a t i o n ;  t e x t s ;  a n t h o l o g i e s  o f  p r i m a r y  sources; and 
a n t h o l o g i e s  o f  secondary sources.  "American Women's H i s t o r y "  i s  a v a i l a b l e  
f r e e  o f  charge f rom t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Women's S tud ies  L i  b ra r ian -a t -La rge .  
A complete l i s t i n g  o f  o t h e r  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  i n  t h e  s e r i e s ,  as w e l l  as a l l  o t h e r  
o f f i c e  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  on reques t .  Wr i te :  11 2A Memorial 
L i b r a r y ,  728 S t a t e  S t r e e t ,  Madison, W I  53706; o r  c a l l  (608) 263-5754. 
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NEW REFERENCE 
WOfnEN'S STUDIES 
I t ' s  been an u n u s u a l l y  s low summer f o r  women's s t u d i e s  re fe rence  books, b u t  
a  few n o t a b l e  t i t l e s  have come o u r  way. T h e i r  d i v e r s e  s u b j e c t s  demonst ra te  
t h e  i n v i g o r a t i n g  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  n a t u r e  o f  women's s t u d i e s  and t h e  s teady  
p rog ress  be ing  made t o  f i l l  gaps i n  t h e  pub l i shed  r e c o r d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  
women. 

Our f a v o r i t e  new resource  i s  Rayna Green's long-awai ted N a t i v e  American 
Women: A  Contex tua l  B i b l i o g r a p h y .  U n t i l  now s c h o l a r s  have r e l i e d  on Green's 
r e v i e w  essay i n  t h e  Win ter  1980 i s s u e  o f  Signs and her p r e l i m i n a r y  b i b l i o -  
g raphy d i s t r i b u t e d  by  t h e  Ohoyo Resource Center  i n  1981 as t h e  b e s t  gu ides 
t o  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on N o r t h  American I n d i a n  women. Her new b i b l i o g r a p h y  v a s t l y  
expands o u r  access t o  m a t e r i a l  s, b y  1  i s t i  ng 672 books, j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s  , f i l m s  , 
r e c o r d i n g s ,  government pub1 i c a t i o n s ,  and d i s s e r t a t i o n s .  E n t r i e s  a r e  arranged 
a1 p h a b e t i c a l l y  by  au tho r ,  w i t h  d a t e  and s u b j e c t  indexes.  The a n n o t a t i o n s  
make t h i s  b i  b l  i o g r a p h y  e s p e c i a l  1  y  appea l i ng  , f o r  Green p u l l  s  no punches. 
She i s  sharp i n  he r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  p o o r l y  w r i t t e n  o r  r a c i s t  s t u d i e s  and f o r t h -  
r i g h t  i n  he r  p r a i s e  o f  b e t t e r  e f f o r t s .  The i n t r o d u c t i o n  l i k e w i s e  o f f e r s  
a  h i g h l y  r e a d a b l e  and p r o v o c a t i v e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  f rom a  h i s t o r i c a l  
p e r s p e c t i v e .  

A l though b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  on women a r t i s t s  a r e  l e s s  r a r e ' ,  no s i n g l e  source has 
i l l u m i n a t e d  t h e  f u l l  range o f  p r i m a r y  and secondary m a t e r i a l s  needed by  a r t  
h i s t o r i a n s  and c r i t i c s .  Thus we h e r a l d  t h e  appearance o f  Women A r t i s t s :  A  
Resource and Research Guide, i ssued  as a  supplement t o  t h e  j o u r n a l  A r t  
Documentat ion b u t  a1 so a v a i  1  ab l  e  separate1 y. The remarkab ly  conc i  s e a n d  
b l e s s e d l y  a f f o r d a b l e )  g u i d e  1  i s t s  many p r i n t  resources,  i n c l  u d i  ng re fe rence  
works, h i s t o r i c a l  surveys,  contemporary c r i t i c i s m ,  and e x h i  b i t i o n  ca ta logs .  
A1 so h igh1 i g h t e d  a r e  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  a rch i ves ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  f i l m s ,  s l i d e  
r e g i s t r i e s ,  g a l l e r i e s ,  and o t h e r  sources- o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

Women R e l i g i o u s  H i s t o r y  Sources: A  Guide t o  R e p o s i t o r i e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  
l i m i t s  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  a r c h i v e s  and manusc r ip t s .  The 570 
s i s t e r h o o d s  covered a r e  p r i m a r i l y  C a t h o l i c ,  a l t h b u g h  Ep iscopa l ,  Orthodox, 
Lutheran,  Mennonite, and M e t h o d i s t  women re1  i g i o u s  a r e  a1 so i nc luded .  Modeled 
a f t e r  Andrea H i n d i n g ' s  c l a s s i c  Women's H i s t o r y  ~ o u r c e s 2 ,  t h i s  volume adds a  
b r i e f  h i s t o r y  of each community, a  b i o g r a p h i c a l  r e g i s t e r  o f  foundresses and 
ma jo r  s u p e r i o r s ,  and o t h e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  d a t a  t o  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  
c o l l  e c t i o n s  . The e n t r i e s  a r e  geograph ica l  1  y  arranged,  w i t h  an i ndex .  

Handbook f o r  Women Scho lars :  S t r a t e g i e s  f o r  Success i s  a  book t h a t  d e f i e s  easy 
c a t e g o r i z a t i o n .  L i  b r a r i e s ,  women's cen te rs ,  and women's s t u d i e s  departments 
w i l l  we1 come t h e  c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i t  ga the rs  t o g e t h e r ,  especi  a1 1  y  t h e  de- 
s c r i p t i o n s  and addresses o f  advocacy groups, p ro fess iona l  caucuses and 
committees, r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r s ,  and o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  concerned w i t h  ca ree r ,  
f i n a n c i a l  , and 1  egal  i s s u e s .  We suspect ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  volume w i l l  be 
a p p r e c i a t e d  most  by  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  women s c h o l a r s  toward whom i t  I s  aimed, 
" p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose  who have exper ienced sex-di  s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  work p lace. "  
Several  papers address t o p i c s  r e l e v a n t  t o  women i n  academe, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  un ique  
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p o s i t i o n  o f  m i n o r i t y  women f a c u l t y  and t h e  ways t o  o b t a i n  o u t s i d e  f u n d i n g  
f o r  r e s e a r c h .  D e s p i t e  i t s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  t o p i c a l  arrangement,  t h e  handbook's 
b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  a1 so u s e f u l  . 
Now i n  ' i t s  f o u r t h  y e a r  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  c o s t l y  Women's Bus iness D i r e c t o r y  
li s t 5  some 4,800 bus iness  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  women i n  Wisconsin.  " H i r i n g ,  
f i r i n g ,  buy ing,  and s e l l  i ng power" a r e  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  i n c l u s i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  one o f  i t s  c o m p i l e r s .  Volume 1  i s  ar ranged by  100 o c c u p a t i o n a l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  
w h i l e  Volume 2 i s  devoted t o  41 t y p e s  o f  businesses.  ( L i b r a r i e s  t h a t  p u r -  
chase t h e  s e t  a l s o  r e c e i v e  a  l i s t i n g  i n  z i p  code o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  l o c a l  
r e s e a r c h ,  c o u r t e s y  o f  t h e  pub l  i s h e r . )  E a r l i e r  e d i t i o n s  were pe r fec t -bound ,  
b u t  t h e  1983 e d i t i o n  comes i n  l o o s e l e a f  b inde rs .  The p u b l i s h e r s  i n t e n d  t o  
i s s u e  separa te  updates  t o  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  as t h e  need a r i s e s ;  t h e  c o s t  o f  
updates  has n o t  been s e t .  A1 though t h e  d i r e c t o r y  p r o v i d e s  o n l y  t h e  b r i e f e s t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  (name, t i t 1  e, name o f  bus iness,  work address. and t e l e p h o n e  num- 
be r ) ,  i t  w i l l  be u s e f u l  t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  g roups and i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
women en t repeneurs ,  c o n s u l t i n g  f i r m s ,  government agenc ies  t h a t  must  seek o u t  
women-owned bus inesses,  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t a r g e t i n g  aud iences f o r  f u n d - r a i s i n g  
and membership d r i v e s .  

S ince  we have n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  announced i t  i n  t h e s e  pages, t h i s  seems an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  s p o t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  new on1 i ne database,  CATALYST RESOURCES 

, FOR WONEN, now a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  BRS search  s e r v i c e .  CRFW i s  a  compu te r i zed  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  f i l e  based on t h e  h o l d i n g s  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  a t  C a t a l y s t ,  a  women's 
c a r e e r  r e s o u r c e  c e n t e r  i n  New York. The c o l l e c t i o n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  
i n  m a t e r i a l s  r e l e v a n t  t o  women's employment i n  bus iness and t h e  p ro fess ions .  
i n c l u d i n g  such concerns  a s  d u a l  - ca ree r  mar r i ages ,  day  care ,  sex d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  
and a l t e r n a t i v e  work p a t t e r n s .  To a i d  searchers ,  C a t a l y s t  i s s u e s  a  b i m o n t h l y  
thesaurus  o f  s u b j e c t  te rms used i n  t h e  database.  

F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  o f f i c e  t a k e s  s p e c i a l  p r i d e  i n  a  newly  i s s u e d  r e f e r e n c e  work, 
Women i n  Socioeconomic Development: A  R i  b l  i og raphy .  Compiled by  B e v e r l y  
P h i l 1  i p s  and he r  c o l l e a g u e s  a t  t h e  UW-Madison Land Tenure Center  L i b r a r y  w i t h  
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Ford Foundat ion,  t h e  two-volume computer-generated l i s t i n g  
i d e n t i f i e s  1,848 p u b l i c a t i o n s  on  women irr d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  
volume, e n t r i e s  a r e  ar ranged by  c o n t i n e n t  and \coyn t ry .  The second volume 
o f f e r s  s i x  i ndexes :  s u b j e c t s ;  a u t h o r s  and e d i t o r s ;  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  conferences;  
t i t l e s ;  and geograph ic  r e g i o n s ;  Most  o f  t h e  i t e m s  i n  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y - -  
books, j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s ,  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  documents and r e p o r t s - - a r e  housed 
i n  t h e  Land Tenure Cen te r  L i b r a r y .  However, t h e  1  i s t  has been e n r i c h e d  w i t h  
i t e m s  h e l d  e lsewhere on  campus, thanks t o  r e s e a r c h  conducted b y  L i n d a  S h u l t ,  
A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  Women's S t u d i e s  L i b r a r i a n - a t - L a r g e ,  and s t u d e n t  a s s i s t a n t s  
Jeanne F o n d r i e  and D iney  S t a d l e r .  The f i n a l  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  be pub l  i s h e d  t h i s  w i n t e r .  A1 though c o p i e s  o f  t h e  " p r e l i m i n a r y  
e d i t i o n "  have been exhausted, r e s e a r c h e r s  may examine t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o n  i n t e r -  
1  i b r a r y  l o a n  from t h e  Land Tenure Center  L i b r a r y ,  434 Steenbock Memoria l  
L i b r a r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin,  Madison, W I  53706. 

-- S.S. 
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NOTES - 
1. See, f o r  example, Donna Bachmann's and Sher ry  P i l a n d ' s  Women A r t i s t s :  

An H i s t o r i c a l ,  Contemporary, and Femin is t  B i b l i o g r a p h y ,  Scarecrow Press, 
1 978. 

2. Andrea Hind ing,  ed., Women's H i s t o r y  Sources: A Guide t o  A rch ives  and 
Manusc r ip t  C o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  Sta tes .  New York: Bowker, 1979, 
2v. 
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Tani  a Modl e s k i ,  L o v i n g  w i t h  a Vengeance: Mass-produced F a n t a s i e s  f o r  Women. 
Hamden, CT: Archon Books, 1982. 14Qp. b i b 1  . index .  $17.95, ISBN 0-208- 
01 945-6. LC 82-8687. 

Soap operas  have l o n g  been d i sm issed  a s  t h e  w o r s t  o f  t e l e v i s i o n ,  something you 
w o u l d n ' t  want  t o  admi t  t h a t  you watched. W i t h  t h e  women's movement, though,  
has come t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s d a i n  f o r  soaps can be l i n k e d  
t o  misogyny.  Soaps a r e  assumed t o  be s f 1  1 y and t r i v i a l  because i t  i s  women 
p r i m a r i l y  who watch them. 

W i t h  t h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  academics a r e  r e c o n s i d e r i n g  soaps. The a u t h o r s  o f  
t h e s e  books, a l l  f e m i n i s t s ,  t r y  t o  a n a l y z e  soap operas  from a new p e r s p e c t i v e  
and l a y  f o u n d a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  soap 
opera .  Cantor  and P ingree,  C a n a t a  and S k i l l  a r e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ;  
Modl e s k i  teaches f i  l)m and 1 l t e r a t u r e .  

M o d l e s k i ' s  L o v i n g  w i t h  a Vengeance ana lyzes  n o t  o n l y  soaps b u t  G o t h i c  n o v e l s  
and H a r l e q u i n  Romances as symbol s o f  r e b e l  1 i o n  a g a i n s t  t r a d i t i o n a l  f ema le  
r o l e s .  These s t o r i e s  speak n o t  j u s t  t o  t h e  d e s i r e s  women had been t o l d  t h e y  
were supposed t o  have ( t h e  handsome man, t h e  p o l i t e  and t i d y  c h i l d r e n ) ,  b u t  
t o  t h e  f e e l i n g s  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  have. Modelesk i  sees H a r l e q u i n s  
as  f a n t a s i e s  o f  revenge a g a i n s t  t h e  omn ipo ten t  male, G o t h i c s  as  a v e h i c l e  f o r  
w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  women's f e a r  o f  be ing  v i c t i m s .  Soap operas ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  
"woman you l o v e  t o  ha te "  c h a r a c t e r ,  g i v e  an o u t l e t  t o  women's anger.  

The book a l s o  e x p l o r e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  and aud ience.  
Acco rd ing  t o  Mod lesk i ,  t h e  i n tended  aud ience o f  soap opera  i s  female -- more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  mother  a t  home -- and soap operas  p r o v i d e  he r  w i t h  t r a i n i n g  
i n  how t o  f u n c t i o n  amid t h e  d i s t r a c t i o n s  o f  l i f e .  "Tune i n  tomorrow," 
Modl e s k i  w r i t e s  , 

n o t  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  answers, b u t  t o  see what 
f u r t h e r  compl i c a t i o n s  w i l l  d e f e r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  and 
i n t r o d u c e  new q u e s t i o n s .  Thus, t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  b y  
p l a c i n g  e v e r  more compl ex o b s t a c l e s  between d e s i r e  and 
f u l f i l l m e n t ,  makes a n t i c i p a t i o n o f  gn end an end i n  
i t s e l f .  Soap operas  i n v e s t  e x q u i s i t e  p l e a s u r e  i n  t h e  
c e n t r a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a women's l i f e ;  w a i t i n g  -- 

' whether f o r  he r  phone t o  r i n g ,  f o r  t h e  baby t o  t a k e  
i t s  nap, o r  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  be r e u n i t e d  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  d a y ' s  f i n a l  soap opera  has l e f t  i t s  f a m i l y  
s t i l l  s t r u g g l  i ng a g a i n s t  d i s s o l u t i o n .  ( p . w  

Mod lesk i  a1 so p o s i t s  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  how o u r  c u l t u r e  teaches men and women t o  
e n j o y  n a r r a t i v e ,  and i n  d o i n g  so she i s  q u i t e  c o n v i n c i n g .  She ends h e r  
d i s c u s s i o n  b y  d raw ing  p a r a l l e l s  between t h e  fo rm o f  soap opera  and t h a t  o f  
avant -garde n o v e l s  and f i l m s .  (And you t h o u g h t  soap operas  were t h e  most  con- 
v e n t i o n a l  o f  convent ions . )  
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Mod1 e s k i  has w r i t t e n  a  s e r i o u s ,  p r o v o c a t i v e  book t h a t  r e 1  i e s  h e a v i l y  on 
. f e m i n i s t ,  s e m i o t i c ,  and c r i t i c a l  t h e o r i e s , , b u t  n o t  on t h e i r  j a rgons .  Her 
c h a p t e r  on soap operas i s  t h e  most i n t r f g u i n g  p i e c e  I have read  on t h e  
s u b j e c t .  

The Soap Opera, b y  M u r i e l  Cantor and Suzanne P ingree,  g i v e s  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  soap operas and a1 so ana lyzes t h e  r e 1  a t i o n  o f  t h e  aud ience and 
i t s  changes t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and messages o f  soap operas.  

A few o f  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  soap opera p r o d u c t i o n  a r e  p a i n t e d  t o o  b r o a d l y ,  
however. For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  contend t h a t  a c t o r s  c o n s i d e r  a c t i n g  i n  
soap operas t r i v i a l .  Twenty y e a r s  ago a  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  m i g h t  
have he ld ,  b u t  n o t  today.  They a l s o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  head w r i t e r  c o n t r o l s  
t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  a  show. T h i s  i s  t r u e  o f  a  show such as w r i t e r  Agnes N i x o n ' s  
A l l  My C h i l d r e n ,  b u t  on o t h e r  shows t h e  power i s  s h i f t i n g  t o  t h e  producers .  
When shows h i r e  and f i r e  a  success ion o f  head w r i t e r s  ( t h i s  season, Gu id lng  
L i g h t  changed head w r i t e r s  t h r e e  t imes  i n  l e s s  than  s i x  months),  i t ' s  hard  
t o  t h i n k  o f  t h o s e  w r i t e r s  as hav ing  much c o n t r o l  ove r  c o n t e n t .  G e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  
such as t h e s e  d e t r a c t  from t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  book. 

Cantor  and P ing ree  a r e  v e r y  thorough, though, i n  t h e i r  examina t ion  o f  soap 
operas '  messages abou t  men's and women's r o l e s .  T h e i r  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  o f  
s e l e c t e d  s c r i p t s  from over  30 years  o f  G u i d i n  L i  h t  documents a  change i n  

J t h e  focus and i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  soaps t h a t  -+- para1 e l s  broad changes i n  s o c i e t y .  
They a l s o  f i n d  some i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  between t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  soaps 
and how soaps a r e  pe rce ived  by t h e i r  audiences.  For example, t h e  soaps 
g e n e r a l l y  cons ide red  t h e  most l i b e r a l  (A1 1  My C h i l d r e n ,  General H o s p i t a l  , The 
Young and t h e  R e s t l e s s )  show fewer women work ing  o u t s i d e  t h e  home than  do t h e  
shows t h a t  a r e  t h o u g h t  o f  as more t r a d i t i o n a l  (Gu id ing  L l g h t ,  As t h e  World 
Turns,  .Edge o f  N i g h t s .  - 
Perhaps t h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  book i s  t h e  a n t h o r s '  c r i t i q u e  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  au- 
d i e n c e  " e f f e c t s "  research ,  wh ich  i s  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  wa tch ing  
t e l e v i s i o n  on v i e w e r s '  behav io r  and on t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  wor ld .  T h i s  
r e s e a r c h  g e n e r a l l y  assumes a  ,passive aud ience t h a t  accepts  b o t h  t h e  su r face  
and sub1 i m i n a l  messages o f  a  show. Can to7  and, P ing ree  argue f o r  a  much more 
comp l i ca ted  v i e w  o f  who these  v iewers  a r e  and o f  ,how t h e y  watch and use TV. 

L i f e  on Dayt ime Television, by Mary Cassata and Thomas S k i l l ,  p resen ts  r e -  
sea rch  f rom t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New York a t  B u f f a l o ' s  P r o j e c t  Daytime, 
wh ich  Cassata d i r e c t s .  The book 's  v a r i o u s  chap te rs  examine t h e  ways i n  wh ich  
t h e  people,  t h e i r  problems, and t h e i r  environments a r e  p o r t r a y e d  i n  soap 
operas.  

A long w i t h  P r o j e c t  Day t ime 's  research,  t h e  book c o n t a i n s  i n t r o d u c t o r y  essays 
on soap opera by  Horace Newcomb and George Comstock, an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
Rober t  S h o r t  ( t h e  e x e c u t i v e  producer  o f  P r o c t o r  & Gamble's soaps), and two 
tho rough  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  on soap opera. The f i r s t  b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  o f  
s c h o l a r l y  w r i t i n g s ,  and t h e  second i s  o f  popu la r  w r i t i n g s .  For a  s t u d e n t  o f  
soap opera,  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  a l o n e  make t h e  book a  w o r t h w h i l e  purchase. 
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The 1  e n g t h  o f  Cassata and S k i l l  ' s  s c h o l a r l y  b i b 1  i o g r a p h y  shows t h a t  academics 
have been s t u d y i n g  soap operas  f o r  yea rs .  But, a s i d e  from Horace Newcomb's 
work and some o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  o f  r a d i o  soaps, most  a r t i c l e s  were w r i t t e n  w i t h  
g r e a t  d i s d a i n  f o r  t h e  soaps and even g r e a t e r  (and g e n e r a l l y  mlsogynous) 
d i s d a i n  f o r  t h e i r  1  a r g e l  y female audiences.  

The c h a p t e r s  on  P r o j e c t  Day t ime 's  r e s e a r c h  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  v a r y  i n  q u a l i t y .  
A t  t i m e s  i t  appears t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  have h a r d l y  watched t h e  shows t h a t  
t h e y  ana lyze.  For  example, "Dyadic I n t e r a c t i o n '  on t h e  Dayt ime S e r i a l s "  
ana lyzes  p a t t e r n s  o f  power o n  t h r e e  soap operas  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o c c u p a t i o n  and 
sex, b u t  I n c o r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  two m a j o r  c h a r a c t e r s  o n  
one o f  t h e  shows, Gu id ing  L i g h t .  One would imag ine  t h a t  t h i s  skews t h e i r  
f i n d i n g s .  

Severa l  o t h e r  c h a p t e r s  l a y  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  f ounda t ion  f o r  a n a l y s i s  b u t  t h e n  
d o n ' t  f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  w i t h  much. N o t a b l e  excep t ions ,  however, a r e  t h e  
c h a p t e r s  o n  l i f e  and d e a t h  on  t h e  soaps, on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  soaps from r a d i o  
t o  t e l e v i s i o n ,  and on t e l e v i s i o n ' s  p r ime- t ime  and day t ime  " f a m i l i e s . "  I n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  Sk i1  1  ' s  c h a p t e r  o n  f a m i l  i e s  shows how d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s t r u c t u r e  
(one show a  week v e r s u s  f i v e )  and genera l  f a m i l y  focus ( p a r e n t l p a r e n t  o r  
p a r e n t l c h i l d  v e r s u s  husbandlwi  f e  o r  l o v e r l l o v e r )  1  ead t o  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  
messages o f  what a  f a m i l y  i s .  

J 

F i n a l l y ,  L i f e  on Daytime T e l e v i s i o n  would have b e n e f i t e d  i n  p laces  from 
b e t t e r  w r i t i ' n g  and e d i t i n g :  " L e s l i e  [The Young and t h e  Res t less ] ,  m a r r i e d  
t o  Brad, who i s  b l i n d  and pregnant  by  him, l o s e s  he r  baby when Brad 
a c c i d e n t a l l y  s t r i k e s  h e r  i n  t h e  stomach." I n  case you were wonder ing,  Brad 
i s  n o t  t h e  one who i s  pregnant ,  b u t  he i s  t h e  one who i s  b l i n d .  Soap g e t s  
enough c r i t i c i s m  f o r  i m p l a u s i b l e  p l o t s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  r e w r i t t e n  1  i k e  t h i s .  

These t h r e e  books a r e  ev idence o f  t h e  new d i r e c t i o n  b e i n g  t a k e n  i n  t h e  s t u d y  
o f  soap operas .  Though I q u e s t i o n  t h e  p r e c i s i o n  o f  some o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  i t  
i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a l l  f i v e  a u t h o r s  t a k e  t h e i r  s u b j e c t  s e r i o u s l y  and w r i t e  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  genre.  These books s tand  o u t  from p r e v i o u s  soap opera  
ana lyses  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e i r  a y t h o r s '  r e s e a r c h  and i n  t h e  new 
q u e s t i o n s  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  has r a i s e d .  

-- Susan O'Leary  

[Susan O'Leary,  Ph.D., i s  a  w r i t e r  based i n  Madison, Wiscons in  and i s  t h e  
TV c r i t i c  f o r  PBS's Wiscons in  Magazine. An e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  
p r e v i o u s l y  appeared i n  Emmy Magazine @ T h e  Academy o f  T e l e v i s i o n  A r t s  & 
Sciences,  1983) . 'Repr in ted  w i t h  permission. ]  

Page Twenty- F i v e  



RECENT FEMINIST CRITICISM OF SHAKESPEARE 

J u l  i e t  Dus inber re ,  Shakespeare and the.Nature  o f  Women. New York: Barnes 
& Noble, 1975. 329p. b i  b l  . index .  $23.50, ISBN 0-06-491842-4. LC 77-352949. 

M a r i l y n  French, Shakespeare's D i v i c i o n  o f  Exper ience.  New York: Summit 
Books, 1  981 . 376p. b i  b l  . index .  $1 5.95, ISBN 0-671 -44865-X. LC 80-231 47. 

The Woman's P a r t :  F e m i n i s t  C r i t i c i s m  o f  Shakespeare. E d i t e d  by C a r o l y n  
R u t h  S w i f t  Lenz, Gayle Greene and Caro l  Thomas Neely.  Urbana: U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  I l l i n o i s  Press, 1980. 348p. b i b l .  i ndex .  $17.50, ISBN 0-252-00751-4. 

S i n c e  t h e  pub1 i c a t i o n  o f  J u j  i e t  D u s i n b e r r e ' s  Shakespeare and t h e  N a t u r e  o f  
Women i n  1975, t h e  r o l e  o f  women i n  Shakespeare 's p l a y s  has been t h e  focus - 
o f  a l i v e l y  and g row ing  body o f  c r i t i c i s m .  Much o f  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  has i t s  
r o o t s  i n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t heo ry ,  o f t e n  w i t h  e x c i t i n g  r e s u l t s  as f e m i n i s t s  use  
t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  Freud, Jung, and l a t e r  t h e o r e t i c i a n s  w h i l e  c h a l l e n g i n g  some 
p a t r i a r c h a l  assumpt ions.  Other  c r i t i c s  have examined t h e  i n t e l l  e c t u a l  , 
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and 1  i t e r a r y  m i l i e u  o f  E l i z a b e t h a n  England f o r  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  
c u l t u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  wh ich  shaped Shakespeare and r e c e i v e d  o p i n i o n s  wh ich  he 
c h a l l e n g e d .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  t h e  s t u d y  o f  women's r o l e s  has l e d  t o  two gender 

S ince  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  sum up n e a r l y  t e n  yea rs  o f  f e m i n i s t  Shakespeare 
s c h o l a r s h i p  i n  a  b r i e f  r e v i e w  a r t i c l e .  I w i l l  focus he re  on  t h r e e  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e  works: J u l i e t  ~usinberre's-~hakespeare and t h e  Na tu re  o f  women, 
M a r i l y n  F rench ' s  Shakespeare's D i v i s i o n  o f  Exper ience,  and The Woman's 
P a r t :  F e m i n i s t  C r i t i c i s m  o f  Shakespeare. Meanwhi le I am p r e p a r i n g  a  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  r e c e n t  f e m i n i s t  Shakespeare c r i t i c i s m  f o r  t h e  s e r i e s  - .  
"Wiscons in  ~i b1, iographies i n  Women's s t u d i e s  ." 
J u l  i e t  D u s i n b e r r e ' s  Shakespeare and t h e  N a t u r e  o f  Women p laces  Shakespeare 's 
p l a y s  i n  a  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  " s t i l l  1  a r g e l  y unrecogn ized"  feminism (p.1). 
D u s i n b e r r e  p resen ts  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  Engl i sh Renaissance t h i n k e r s  c h a l  1  enged 
t h e  misogyny o f  t h e  medieva l  church,  t h a t  t h e  humanists of t h e  More-Erasmus 
c i r c l e  prepared t h e  way f o r  t h e  t rea tmen t  'of women as i n t e l l e c t u a l  equals.  
and t h a t  t h e  P u r i t a n s '  d o c t r i n e  o f  chas te  m a r r i a g e  combined w i t h  t h e i r  
be1 i e f  i n  s p i r i t u a l  e q u a l i t y  engendered a  new r e s p e c t  f o r  women wh ich  was r e -  
i n f o r c e d  by  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  Queen E l i z a b e t h .  I n  f a s c i n a t i n g  d e t a i l  D u s i n b e r r e  
c h r o n i c l e s  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  abou t  women wh ich  f l o u r i s h e d  i n  t h e  p o p u l a r  p r e s s  
o f  Shakespeare 's t i m e  augmented by  P u r i t a n  p ropagand is t s  and m i l i t a n t  women. 
D u s i n b e r r e  deve lops  he r  t h e s i s  t h a t  a  new femin ism was abroad i n  t h e  l a n d  
c o n v i n c i n g l y ,  and he rs  i s  t h e  most  l u c i d  e x p l a n a t i o n  I have seen o f  how t h e  
extreme misogyny o f  t h e  M i d d l e  Ages was moderated i n  1 6 t h - c e n t u r y  England. 
Yet I am n o t  prepared t o  accep t  he r  c o r o l l a r y  t h a t  " t h e  drama f rom 1590 t o  
1625 i s  f e m i n i s t  i n  sympathy" (p.5). Though he r  assessment i s  h i g h l y  
o p t i m i s t i c ,  i t  appears t h a t  she, t oo ,  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  1  i m i t a t i o n s  p laced  o n  
women, as she p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  a f f i n i t y  between women and t h e  Foo ls  i n  Shake- 
speare ' s  p lays :  
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To be permanent ly  p r o v i d i n g  l i g h t  r e l i e f  t o  s e r i o u s  
men, t o  be i n  essence a  symbol o f  t h a t  l i g h t  r e l i e f  
i n  one ' s  v e r y  be ing,  a l l i e s  women w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
Foo ls .  . . . B o t h  s tand  o n  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  
s e r i o u s  w o r l d  o f  men, assess ing  i t s  wisdom from t h e  
p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  n o t  b e i n g  o f  any  account  (p.114). 

D u s i n b e r r e  argues f o r  t h e  presence o f  d f e m i n i s t  s p i r i t  i n  E l i z a b e t h a n  and 
Jacobean England, b u t  sees i t  as ephemeral . "The P u r i t a n  commitment t o  c e r -  
t a i n  k i n d s  o f  e q u a l i t y  f o r  women had no l a s t i n g  e f f e c t  because i t s  advocates  
f a i l e d  t o  c o d i f y  t h e  i d e a l  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n  t h e  l a w "  (p.135). ( T h i s  goa l  i s  
s t i l l  t o  be r e a l i z e d  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y  as advocates  o f  W iscons in ' s  comprehensive 
m a r i t a l  p r o p e r t y  l a w  w i l l  r ecogn ize . )  D u s i n b e r r e  r e g a r d s  t h e  p l a y s  o f  
Shakespeare as  t h e  c h i e f  1  egacy o f  16 th-ce 'n tury  Engl i s h  femin ism.  By f o l l o w -  
i n g  t h e  l e a d  o f  t h e  most  p r o g r e s s i v e  t h i n k e r s  o f  h i s  s o c i e t y  "Shakespeare saw 
men and women as equal  i n  a  w o r l d  w h i c h  d e c l a r e d  them unequa l "  (p.308). 

M a r i l y n  F rench ' s  Shakespeare 's D i v i s i o n  o f  Exper ience  deve lops  a  more r a d i c a l  
f e m i n i s t  t h e s i s :  t h a t  Shakespeare's p l a y s  r e f l e c t  t h e  c u l t u r e ' s  p o l a r i z a t i o n  
o f  a1 1  human a c t i v i t y  i n t o  t h e  "mascu l ine  p r i n c i p l e "  and t h e  " f e m i n i n e  
p r i n c i p l e . "  The m a s c u l i n e  p r i  n c i  p l  e  seeks t ranscendence o f  n a t u r e  and c o n t r o l  
o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  o f  course,  women. It i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  power, 
courage,  prowess, possess ion,  l aw ,  and u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  k i l l .  The 

' f e m i n i n e  p r i n c i p l e  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  n a t u r e ,  w i t h  s e x u a l i t y ,  and w i t h  n u r -  
t u r a n c e .  I t s  m o t i o n  i s  c y c l i c a l  as opposed t o  t h e  1  i n e a r  movement o f  t h e  
m a s c u l i n e  p r i n c i p l e  and i t s  power i s  i n i m i c a l  t o  t h e  mascul i n e  d e s i r e  f o r  
c o n t r o l .  The m a s c u l i n e  p r i n c i p l e  seeks t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  f e m i n i n e  by  s p l i t t i n g  
i t  i n t o  two aspects ,  c a l l e d  by  French " i n l a w "  and "ou t l aw . "  Out law aspec ts  
a r e  " a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  darkness,  chaos, f l e s h ,  t h e  s i n i s t e r  magic,  and . . . 
sexua l i ty . ,  . . . The i n l a w  f e m i n i n e  p r i n c i p l e  i s  an e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  benevo len t  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  n a t u r e  . . .; i t  i n c l u d e s  q u a l i t i e s  l i k e  n u t r i t i v e n e s s ,  
compassion, mercy, and t h e  abSl i t y  t o  c r e a t e  f e l  i c i t y "  (pp.23-24). 

T h i s  i s  t h e  conceptua l  framework w i t h i n  wh ich  French ana lyzes  Shakespeare 's 
p l a y s .  Most  a r e  d i  scussed i n  some d e t a i l ,  and f requen t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  V i r g i l  ' s  
Aeneid, S idney ' s  A r c a d i a  and Spenser 's  F a e r i e  Queene g i v e  b r e a d t h  t o  h e r  a rgu -  
ment. French conc ludes t h a t  Shakespeare began w i t h  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
m a s c u l i n e  p r i n c i p l e . a n d  s u s p i c i o n  o f  t h e  o u t l a w  f e m i n i n e  p r i n c i p l e  b u t  p ro -  
gresses toward g r e a t e r  r e s p e c t  f o r  f e m i n i n e  qua1 i t i e s .  "Never the l  ess he 
never abandoned be1 i e f  i n  ma le  l e g i t i m a c y  o r  h o r r o r  a t  female  s e x u a l i t y ,  and 
t h e s e  combined t o  c o l o r  a l l  h i s  t h i n k i n g "  (p.17). 

F r e n c h ' s  book i s  b r i l l  i a n t ,  po lemica l  , extreme, sometimes i r r i t a t i n g .  I t  i s  
f i l l e d  w i t h  broad g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s ,  b u t  most  of them s t a n d  up t o  c l o s e r  
e x a m i n a t i o n  and a l l  o f  them a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  her o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  
Shakespeare 's males never  g e n e r a l i z e  about  ma le  behav io r  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  one 
man's a c t i o n s ,  y e t  "anger a t  a  woman i n v a r i a b l y  i n  Shakespeare t u r n s  i n t o  
h a t r e d  f o r  womankind; f r a i l t y ,  t h y  name i s  woman" (p.310). 

The Woman's P a r t :  F e m i n i s t  C r i t i c i s m  o f  Shakespeare i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  b r e a d t h  
and v i g o r  o f  r e c e n t  f e m i n i s t  Shakespeare s t u d i e s .  T h i s  an tho logy ,  wh ich  grew 
o u t  o f  an MLA Spec ia l  Sess ion on  F e m i n i s t  C r i t i c i s m  o f  Shakespeare o r g a n i z e d  
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by Carolyn Lenz, represents a wide range of  feminist c r i t i c a l  i nqu i r y .  The 
focus on woman characters i s  a welcome departure from t r a d i t i o n a l  Shake- 
speare scholarship, and a feminist framework i s  apparent i n  essays which de- 
p i c t  pa t r ia rcha l  s t ructures,  examine re1 at ionships between women i n  the  
plays, and cha l l  enge the  stereotypes which have confined Shakespeare's women 
characters. Several essays explore the t e r r i t o r y  which French was t rave r -  
s ing a t  about the same time: the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between gender and genre. As 
the e d i t o r s  po in t  out  i n  t h e i r  in t roduct ion ,  " I n  the comedies women are most 
o f ten  nu r tu r ing  and powerful ; as t h e i r  values educate the men, mu tua l i t y  be- 
tween the sexes may be achieved. . . . The women i n  the  tragedies almost 
i n v a r i a b l y  are destroyed, o r  are absent from the new order consolidated a t  
the conclusion" (p.6). 

Two f u r t h e r  themes are encompassed i n  the book's t i t l e  ( i t s e l f  Shakespearean 
i n  i t s  wordplay). The phrase " the woman's par t "  appears i n  two of Shake- 
speare's plays. I n  The Two Gentlemen of  Verona i t  comments on the  use of 
d isgu ise  and gender r o l e  playing. I n  Cmbeline, the phrase occurs i n  a speech 
o f  mysogynistic d i a t r i b e ,  as Posthumus attempts t o  purge himsel f  o f  a1 1 the  
weaknesses and deception he a t t r i b u t e s  t o  women; i n  t h i s  instance, the ex- 
pression i l l u s t r a t e s  not  on ly  pat r ia rcha l  denigrat ion but the " d i v i s i o n  of 
experience" i n t o  ma1 e and female spheres. 

' I can comment here on o n l y  a few essays i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  of cons is ten t l y  h igh 
qua l i t y .  I was moved by Catherine Stimpson's observat ion i n  "Shakespeare and 
the  So i l  of  Rape" t h a t  i n  Shakespeare's plays the rape v i c t i m  "may be pa in fu l  1 y 
emblematic of  the p l i g h t  o f  women dur ing a period of cons t r i c t i on .  Her sexual 
t e r r o r  stands for the d i f f i c u l t y  of her sex" (p.62). 

Coppel i a  Kahn's sens i t i ve  study o f  violence i n  Romeo and J u l i e t  i s  a model 
of the ins igh ts  brought t o  the 1 i t e r a r y  analysis by psychological i n t e r -  
p re ta t ion .  Kahn notes t h a t  the violence of Verona i s  shared by the o lde r  
generat ion as wel l  as the youth. She argues t h a t  " the feud . . . i s  the  
primary t r a g i c  fo rce i n  the  play--not the feud as agent o f  fa te ,  but the feud 
as an extreme an4 pecu l ia r  expression o f  pa t r i a rcha l  society,  which Shake- 
speare shows t o  be t r a g i c a l l  y sel f -dest ruc t ive"  (p.171). 

Carol Thomas Neeley i n  her b r i l l i a n t  study, "Women and Men i n  Othel lo:  
'What should such a fool /  Do w i t h  so good a Woman?,"' examines the theme of 
marriage. Since marriage i s  the usual theme of  comedy not  tragedy, the  p lay  
y i e l d s  i n t e r e s t i n g  inversions; Nee1 ey c a l l  s i t  "cankered comedy" (p.234). 
The tragedy of Othel lo ensues from thk fact  t h a t  " the men . . . p e r s i s t e n t l y  
misconceive the women; the women f a t a l l y  overestimate the men. Each sex, 
trapped i n  i t s  own values and a t t i t udes ,  misjudges the o ther"  (p.228). 

I n  " A  Heart C le f t  i n  Twain: the Dilemma of Shakespeare's Gertrude," Rebecca 
Smith argues t h a t  the dep ic t i on  o f  Gerturde as a l u s t f u l ,  vain, s e l f - s a t i s f i e d  
woman i n  the  three best-known f i l m  productions of Hamlet goes against the 
t e x t  and i s  an u n c r i t i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  Hamlet's obsession w i t h  Gertrude's 
sexual i t y .  Smith argues convincingly t h a t  Gertrude i s  innocent o f  any i n -  
volvement i n  the murder o f  the e lder  Hamlet, a crux which i s  o f  perennial 
i n t e r e s t  to  students. This essay reminds us o f  another bene f i t  o f  femin is t  
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Shakespeare c r i t i c i s m :  even tua l  1  y  , the new i n s i g h t s  i n t o  female c h a r a c t e r s  may 
change t h e  way t h e s e  r o l e s  a r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  on t h e  s tage and i n  f i l m  and 
t e l e v i s i o n  p r o d u c t i o n s .  

The t h r e e  books rev iewed here r e p r e s e n t  a  segment o f  t h e  growing body o f  
f e m i n i s t  Shakespeare c r i t i c i s m .  As y e t  t h e r e  i s  no consensus i n  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  
as t o  whether Shakespeare r e f 1  e c t s  h i s  p a t r i a r c h a l  s o c i e t y ,  c r i t i c i z e s  i t, 
o r  t ranscends  i t .  The r e c e p t i o n  o f  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m  has been mixed; f o r  
t h e  most p a r t  s t u d i e s  have been a p p r e c i a t i v e l y  rev iewed i n  f e m i n i s t  j o u r n a l s  
b u t  have been i g n o r e d  o r  t r e a t e d  w i t h  h o s t i l  i t y  i n  most e s t a b l  ishment j o u r n a l  s. 
One t h i n g  i s  c e r t a i n - - f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  Shakespeare has done much more 
t h a n  en1 i v e n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  meet ings o f  1  i t e r a r y  scho la rs ;  though s t i l l  i n  i t s  
i n f a n c y  i t  i s  w e l l  o n  t h e  way t o  t r a n s f o r m i n g  Shakespeare c r i t i c i s m .  

-- Ruth  Abbo t t  Schauer 

[Ruth Schauer teaches Engl i s h  and Women's S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
W i  scons i  n-Whi t e w a t e r  . Her c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  f e m i n i s t  1  i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c i s m  and t h e  e d u c a t i o n  and w r i t i n g s  o f  E l i z a b e t h a n  and Jacobean women. 
Her b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  Shakespeare w i l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  
f r e e  o f  charge by t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Wonien's S t u d i e s  L i b r a r i a n - a t - L a r g e  as p a r t  
o f  t h e  s e r i e s ,  "Wisconsin B i b l i o g r a p h i e s  i n  Women's S tud ies . "  Readers w i l l  

A be adv ised  o f  i t s  a v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  pages o f  F e m i n i s t  C o l l e c t i o n s . ]  

The S t a t u s  o f  Women i n  L i  b r a r i a n s h i p .  E d i t e d  by Kath leen M. Heim. New York: 
Neal -Schuman , 1  983. 483p. $29.'95, ISBN 0-91 821 2-62-6. LC 82-7887. 

T h i s  watershed c o l l e c t i o n  p resen ts  14 s c h o l a r l y  papers on t o p i c s  r a n g i n g  from 
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  and l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  t o  c u r r e n t  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  
s a l a r i e s ,  p o s i t i o n s ,  and m o b i l i t y  o f  men' and women 1  i b r a r i a n s .  Heim has c a r e -  
f u l l y  balanced a v a r i e t y  o f  methodolog ies ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e v i e w s  o f  t h e  1  i t e r a t u r e ,  
a n a l y s i s  o f  a r c h i v a l  sources,  exper iments1 research,  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  and su rvey  
research .  U n l i k e  e a r l  i e r  s t u d i e s  c i t e d  b y  t h p  c o n t r i b u t o r s  (and h a n d i l y  
merged i n t o  a  s i n g l e  b i b l i o g r a p h y ) ,  t h e  works gathered he re  do n o t  blame 
i n d i v i d u a l  women f o r  l o w  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a t u s  due t o  l a c k  o f  commitment t o  
t h e i r  c a r e e r s  o r  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  r e l o c a t e .  Rather,  t h e y  " c h i p  away a t  t h e  
reasons f o r  d i f f e r e n t i a l  ma le l fema l  e  advancement" ( I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  p.2) b y  
d i s p r o v i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  such f a c t o r s  and l a y i n g  bare  t h e  f a c t  o f  sex 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  

Severa l  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  deserve p r a i s e  f o r  t h e i r  r e a d a b l e  e x p o s i t i o n  of com- 
p l e x  s t a t i s t i c s .  A1 so no tewor thy  i s  Suzanne H i ldenbrand 's  t i g h t 1  y  argued 
c r i t i q u e  o f  Dee G a r r i s o n ' s  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  f e m i n i z a t i o n  o f  1  i b r a r i a n s h i p .  
K a t h e r i n e  Murphy D i c k s o n ' s  essay on r e e n t r y  l i b r a r i a n s  conv inces t h e  r e a d e r  
n o t  o n l y  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  i s  s o r e l y  needed b u t  t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  must guaran tee  
equal  employment f o r  m i d l i f e  women r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  , 
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r 
As w i t h  \any an tho logy ,  some o f  t h e  e n t r i e s  a r e  d i s a p p o i n t i n q .  P a t r i c i a  
Reel i n g ' s  s tudy  o f  undergraduate  women as p o t e n t i a l  r e c r u i t s  t o  t h e  1  i b r a r y  
p r o f e s s i o n  was conducted i n  t h e  m i d - s i x t i e s ;  widespread changes i n  a t t i t u d e s  
s i n c e .  t h e n  may i n v a l i d a t e  some o f  h e r  f i n d i n g s .  I n  t h e  s o l e  a r t i c l e  t r e a t -  
i n g  m i n o r i t y  women, t h e  w r i t i n g  l a c k s  c r i t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  and t h e  sample of 
top-1 eve1 Bl ack women a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  i s  p r e d i c t a b l y  smal l  . Con t ras ted  t o  
t h e  o t h e r  o f f e r i n g s ,  L a u r e l  A. G r o t z i n g e r ' s  exhaus t i ve  r e v i e w  o f  b i o g r a p h i e s  
o f  women l i b r a r i a n s  seems l o n g  and n e e d l e s s l y  d e t a i l e d .  L a s t ,  t hose  papers 
t h a t  r e p o r t  q u a n t l t a t i v e  d a t a  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  focused on academic l i b r a r i e s ,  
no doubt  because t h e  h i g h e r  r a t i o  o f  men i n  academic s e t t i n g s  p e r m l t s  more 
a c c u r a t e  sampl i ng . 
D e s p i t e  these  c r i t i c i s m s ,  t h e r e  i s  no deny ing t h a t  Heim has done t h e  pro-  
f e s s i o n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s e r v i c e  by drawing a t t e n t l o n  t o  a  growing body o f  r e -  
search.  The S t a t u s  o f  Women i n  L i b r a r i a n s h i p  d e f i n e s  t h e  problem o f  pe r -  
v a s i v e  sex d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and p r o v i d e s  t h e  necessary knowledge base f o r  f u r t h e r  
r e s e a r c h  and a c t i o n .  O u t s i d e  t h e  scope o f  t h i s  volume a r e  r e s e a r c h  p ro -  
j e c t s  t h a t  propose and t e s t  s o l u t i o n s .  On ly  Ade la ide Weir S u k i e n n i k ' s  ex- 
pe r imen t  i n  a s s e r t i v e n e s s  t r a i n i n g  f o r  l i b r a r y  sc ience  s tuden ts  a t t e m p t s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a  modal f o r  change. T h i s  r e v i e w e r  l o o k s  f o r  f u t u r e  s t u d i e s  assess- 
i n g  t h e  impac t  o f  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n ,  f o r m a l i z e d  i n t e r n s h i p s  and men to r ing ,  
c o n t i n u i n g  educat ion ,  and o t h e r  s p e c i a l  programs, and t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
women's movement on t h e  c a r e e r s  and a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  

A 
1  i b r a r i a n s .  

-- Susan E. Sear ing  

[Repr in ted  by p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  American L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  f rom 23(1) :  
119 ( F a l l  1983); copy r igh t@1983  by t h e  American L i b r a r y  Assoc ia t i on . ]  
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