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"INCREASING THE AVAILABILITY OF WRITING B Y  WOMEN WHOSE VOICES TRADITIONALLY 
HAVE BEEN SUPPRESSED" 

(--subt i t le  of workshop on "Racism and Classism in Feminist Periodicals, 
Bookstores, and Publishing Organization's" a t  the Women in Print  Conference, 
Washington, D.C. ,  October 1981 ) 

In these times of economic c r i s i s  and pol i t ical  backlash, one fears  t h e )  
potential of increasing fragmentation and a1 ienation among the dif ferent  
peoples of our nation. I t  i s  a l l  the more heartening, then, to observe path- 
breaking new developments w i t h i n  the women's movement: women of di f ferent  
races, cul tures ,  sexual i t l e s ,  and classes coming together in an unprecedented 
way to examine the differences among us and the possi b i l l t i e s  for greater 
unity. Continuing to a r t i cu la te  the i r  own feminisms, women of color--black, 
hispanic, American Indian, and Asian/Pacific American women--have begun to 
explore what they might learn from each other and how they might strengthen 
one another. Heterosexual and 1 esbian feminists a re  reopening discussion of 
the variety a n d  meanings of women's sexuality. Disabled women are  attempting 
to educate able-bodied women about the real i t i e s  and po l i t i cs  of disabi l i  ty. 

' These new discussions and tenta t ive  coal i t ions  have he1 ped spark the recent 
explosion of exciting feminist publ ishing and archiving ventures--creating 
"an increased ava i lab i l i ty  of writings by women whose voices tradit ional 1 y 
have been suppressed." A few examples will suffice. Persephone Press has 
recently published antholoqies of lesbian poetry and  f ic t ion (with qood 
representation from women of color) ,  the landmark collection 
Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color, and 
Claiming an Identity They Taught Me t o  Despise. They wlll soon add to the i r  
impressive pub1 ication record an antholoqy of wri tinqs by Jewish lesbians. 
Naiad ~ress .made available in the l a s t  y&r a unique-bibliography on black 
1 esbians. All the Women Are White, All the Blacks Are Men, B u t  Some of Us 
Are Brave--a t ex t  for black women's studies--is f i na l l y  out from The Feminist 
Press. In 1980, the University of California'  Chicano Studies Research Center 
published Mexican Women in the United States: I trugqles Past and Present. 
Off our backs recently produced an impressive special issue on women and 
d i sab i l i ty .  And th is  past f a l l  saw the b i r t h  of Kitchen Table: Women of Color 
Press a n d  the Third World Women's Archives, which--with enough support--wil 1 
s ignif icant ly  amp1 i f y  the voices of nonwhite women in our society. 

Feninist Coll ections has a continuing commitment to increasing the v i s i b i l i t y  
of these resources. In volume 2 ,  number 1 ,  we reported on the Lesbian 
Periodicals Index, and in volume 2 ,  number 4 ,  we described the scope and mission 
of New York's Lesbian Herstory Archives. In our Fall 1981 issue, we publ ished 
an extensive review of new sources in lesbian studies by Evelyn Beck of the 
UW-Madison. In th is  issue, we are pleased to be publishing Claudia Card's 
report on her searches for pre-1940 lesbian materials, Nellie McKayls review 
of books by and/or about black women, 1970-1981 (Part  I ) ,  a n d  P a t  Hansen's 
a r t i c l e  on The Naiad Press. In future issues, we wlll be publishing Part I1 
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o f  N e l l i e  McKay's revfew, an a r t f c l e  on t he  p r i v a t e  archfves o f  Naiad Press's 
Barbara Gr fe r ,  a d e s c r i p t i v e  account o f  a r ch f va l  sources f o r  the  study o f  
Wfnnebago women, and a revfew o f  the 1 i t e r a t u r e  on Appalachian women. We 
welcome your comments on these reviews and a r t f  c l  es, and f n v i  t e  your 
suggestf ons f o r  f u t u r e  a r t f  c l  es. 

-- C.L. 
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THE NAIAD PRESS 

"One p a r t  o f  o u r  phi losophy, ' '  d e c l a r e d  Barbara G r i e r  o f  t h e  Naiad Press, " i s  
b r i n g i n g  j o y .  I h a v e  always though t  t h a t  be ing  Lesb ian was be ing  born  b lessed.  
I t  i s  something f o r  wh ich  I am always humbly g r a t e f u l  and g lad.  The o n l y  t h i n g  
t h a t  s tops  me f rom t u r n i n g  ca r twhee ls  down t h e  s t r e e t  i s  t h e  f e a r  o f  be ing . 
hau led  away and l o c k e d  up." Barbara punc tua ted  t h i s  l a s t  remark  w i t h  a  laugh. 
"The Na iad  Press hopes t o  b r i n g  as  much j o y  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  Lesbians as we 
p o s s i b l y  can t h r o u g h  o u r  books. A l l  o u r  s t o r i e s  a r e  s t o r i e s  abou t  happy, 
success fu l  peopl e  t h a t  p r o v i d e  p o s i t i v e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  t o  t h e  Lesb ian 1  i f e s t y l  e." 

The Na iad  Press began i n  1973 as a  woman i d e n t i f i e d ,  Lesbian owned bus iness,  
pub1 i s h i n g  Lesb ian f i c t i o n .  I n  t h e  p reced ing  year ,  1972, t h e  Lesb ian magazine, 
The Ladder, wh ich  had been i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  s i x t e e n  years ,  f a i l e d .  Barbara 
G r i e r  had worked on The Ladder a l l  o f  t h o s e  s i x t e e n  years ,  and had se rved  as 
e d i t o r  and p u b l i s h e r  t h e  l a s t  f o u r .  Two women backers o f  The Ladder approached 
Barbara  and Donna J. McBr ide w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  s t a r t i n g  a  Lesb ian  p u b l i s h i n g  
company. Bo th  backers were r e t i r e d  and on  d i s a b i l i t y  and o f f e r e d  t h e i r  
d i s a b i l  i ty income t o  s t a r t  Naiad. 

One huge advantage Naiad had i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  was access t o  an e x t e n s i v e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  network ,  The Ladder 's  m a i l i n g  l i s t .  The l i s t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  3,000 
names, grew t o  13,000 and l a s t  year,  t h rough  a  " c l e a n i n g  process"  o f  send ing 
o u t  a  f i r s t  c l a s s  m a i l i n g  wh ich  r e t u r n e d  a l l  u n d e l i v e r a b l e  l e t t e r s ,  t h e  l i s t  
shrunk down t o  j u s t  under 10,000 s o l i d  e n t r i e s .  

I n  1974 Na iad  came o u t  w i t h  i t s  f i r s t  book, The Latecomer by Sarah A l d r i d g e .  
I n  1975 t h e y  came o u t  w i t h  two t i t l e s ,  i n c l  u d i n g - a n o t h e r  A1 d r i d g e ,  T o t t i e .  Now 
t h e y  have twen ty  t i t l e s ,  and by t h e  end o f  1981 t h e y  w i l l  have twen ty - fou r .  

I n  t h e  v e r y  beg inn ing,  Na iad made t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e c y c l e  i t s  p r o f i t s  back i n t o  
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  more books. The women a t  t h q  Press a l s o  found i t  necessary 
t o  expand t h e  scope o f  t h e i r  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r .  These were i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i s h i n g  
d e c i s i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t h e y  keep t h e i r  f u l l  t i m e  jobs.  

" I f  we had dec ided t o  p u b l i s h  fewer  t i t l e s  and go f o r  t h e  b e s t  s e l l e r , "  Barbara  
exp la ined ,  "we c o u l d ' v e  begun t o  s u p p o r t  o u r s e l v e s  l o n g  ago. B u t  i t  became 
apparen t  t h a t  Lesb ian  f i c t i o n  was n o t  go ing  to f u l f i l l  a l l  o f  o u r  needs, so we 
branched o u t  i n t o  o t h e r  areas o f  Lesb ian l i t e r a t u r e . "  

One area i n c l u d e s  w r i t i n g s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  importance,  such as Lesb ian Feminism 
i n  Turn-o f - the-Century  Germany by L i l l  I a n  Faderman and B r i g i t t e  -Td-- r i  sson. 
Na iad a l s o  saw t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p rese rve  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  ~ e n % e  
V i v i e n ,  a  member o f  t h e  famous N a t a l i e  Barney c i r c l e ,  a  l o v e r  o f  Barney, and 
one o f  t h e  b e s t  l y r i c  poets  d u r i n g  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu ry .  Na iad puM i s h e d  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  A  Woman Appeared t o  Me and A t  t h e  Sweet Hour o f  Hand-in-Hand, 
as  w e l l  as The Muse o f  The V i o l e t s ,  wh ich  i s  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  p o e t r y  f rom each 
o f  V i v i e n ' s  books o f  poe t ry .  
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"It would be a shame," r e f l e c t e d  Barbara, " t o  l o s e  such beau t i f u l  l y r i c  poetry .  
But, o f  course, poe t ry  has never been much o f  a money maker. However," she 
was quick t o  add, "we have never had an unsuccessful book. No book has so ld  
l e s s  than 4,000 copies and th ree  o f  our t f t l e s  have so ld  over 10,000 copies." 

Naiad has made some o the r  impor tant  but  unusual publ i sh fng  decfsdons. For 
instance, a l l  o f  t h e f r  books a r e  i n  p r f n t  and remain i n  p r f n t  unless an author  
requests otherwfse. This  i s  a b e n e f i t  t o  t he  author,  who can contfnue t o  
rece i ve  roya l  t f e s ,  as we l l  as to  t he  ever growing community which can cont fnue 
t o  have access t o  Naiad's books. O f  course, from a business stand-point, t h i s  
means more o f  Naiad's money goes i n t o  paper, p r i n t i n g  and i n k  than i n t o  anyone's 
pocketbook. 

Another s i ngu la r  pub l i sh ing  dec is ion  on Naiad's p a r t  was t o  use no th ing  bu t  
women and women owned busf nesses f  n t he  product ion o f  t h e f r  books. "We cou ld  
publ i s h  our  books cheaper by us ing s t r a f g h t  male-owned presses, bu t  t h i s  would 
u l  t fma te l  y be defeat fng our purpose. One o f  our major goals f  s t o  f r e e  Lesbians 
from the  pa t r i a r chy ,  and t h a t  fncludes f i n a n c i a l l y .  Therefore, a l though we a t  
t h e  Press a r e  no t  supported by Naiad, we I n  t u r n  d f r e c t l y  support  t h f r t e e n  
women who produce our  books. Cather ine Nicholson and H a r r i e t  Desmoines, 
founders o f  S f n f s t e r  Wisdom, and the  women o f  Duck T e, who a re  p a r t  o f  the  
I n c i t e r  c o l l e c t f v e ,  do our typese t t ing .  Iowa C i t  -7P- omen's Press does our 

, p r i n t i n g ,  and A F ind Bf nd does our b indf  ng." Barbara goes 'on t o  say, "We a r e  
a lso  one o f  the f i r s t  pub l i shers  t o  pay a percentage o f  p r o f i t s  t o  a book 
11 1 us t ra to r . "  

Another major publ i s h f  ng dec is ion  concerns authors. Unl i ke many l a r g e  pub1 i s h f  ng 
companies, Nafad t r e a t s  t h e f r  authors as resources t o  be nurtured, no t  exp lo i ted .  
"We regular1 y, and wf t h  joy," commented Barbara, "pay roya l  t f e s  t o  our authors." 

When the  women o f  Nafad f i n d  themselves i n  a p o s i t i o n  where they cannot a f f o r d  
t o  p u b l i s h  a book, they d i s t r i b u t e  f t .  Such i s  the case w i t h  Lesbian Primer by 
L f z  Diamond, Eye t o  Eye by JEB, The NoteMoks That Emna Gave Me by Kady Van 
Deurs, The Lesbian Path, ed i t ed  by Margart  Cruikshank, Somethins Not Yet Ended 
by Jane Gapen and Remembering Who We Are by Barbara Deming. 

\ 

"This way," Barbara says, "we appeal t o  a wfder audience and keep the  money f n  
the  community. We he1 p women support  themselves and others.  For several  
thousand years we have been feedfng others.  Now i t ' s  t ime to  feed ourselves." 

Thf s year  has been busy f o r  Naf ad. They have been publ i s h f  ng one book every 
s f x  weeks, a phenomenal schedule f o r  a small press, espec ia l l y  f f  you consfder 
a few women do a l l  the  work. on a  art-tfme basfs. So f a r  t h i s  year t hey  have 
publ ished Jane Rules' ~ u t l a i d e r ,  ~ e ;  Corfnne's ~ a b i a f l  wers, ~ f c t o r f a  

- 
_qt7 Ramstetter 's The Marqufse and the  Novice and JR Roberts B ack Lesbians: An 

Annotated Bfb'lfo r a  Prism by ~ a l e r i ' e  Tay lo r  w i l l  be f n  the  s tores by 
m e d b l r  ected Work o f  Claudia Scot t ,  ed i t ed  by Frances Hanck 
and Susan Windle by August, Anna's Country by E l i zabeth  Lang by September, and 
a much expanded and rev fsed  t h i r d  e d i t i o n  o f  The Lesbian i n  L i t e r a t u r e  by 
Barbara G r i e r  he rse l f ,  i s  due o u t  i n  October. 
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For 1982 Naiad w i l l  b r i n g  o u t  t h e i r  f i f t h . S a r a h  A l d r i d g e  t i t l e ,  The N e s t i n g  
Place.  They w i l l  a l s o  p u b l i s h  To t h e  C leve land S t a t i o n ,  by Carol Ann Douglas - 
who i s  a  D.C. a r e a  r e s i d e n t  and a  member o f  t h e  o f f  o u r  backs c o l l e c t i v e .  
Faul t l i n e  by S h e l i a  O r t i z  T a y l o r  w i l l  a l s o  a p p e a m ,  as w e l l  as one o r  
two B lack  Lesb ian  a n t h o l o g i e s  o r  c q l l e c t i o n s  o f  work. 

1982 may a l s o  be t h e  y e a r  Na iad s t a r t s  pay ing  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f .  "I knew 
t h e  t i m e  had come," mused Barbara,  "when, i n s t e a d  o f  a  handfu l  o f  l e t t e r s  i n  
t h e  P.O. box t h e r e  was a  n o t e  t o  go t o  t h e  window, where t h e y  handed me a  m a i l  
bag f u l l  o f  l e t t e r s . "  So Barbara w i l l  s t a r t  phas ing o u t  he r  " o t h e r  j o b "  t o  
s t a r t  work ing  on Naiad f u l l  t ime.  "I j u s t  know i f  I c o u l d  have a l l  my energy  
t o  g i v e  t o  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no l i m i t  t o  what we c o u l d  do." 

"I t h i n k , "  Barbara concluded,  " t h a t  we, Lesb ians,  can change t h e  wor ld .  We 
have t o ,  t o  surv ive."  

The Na iad  Press i s  l o c a t e d  i n  Ta l lahassee.  F l o r i d a .  For more i n f o r m a t i o n  w r i t e  
The Naiad Press, Inc., P.O. Box 10543,   ail ah as see R 32302, o r  c a l l  (904) 
539-9322. 

-- Pat Hansen 

[Pat Hallsen i s  a  D.C. area f r e e l a n c e  media J i l l - o f - a l l - t r a d e s .  Besides w r i t i n g ,  
she has r e c e n t l y  formed h e r  own company, Crone Product ions ,  I n c .  She i s  work ing  
towards making t h e  f i l m  v e r s i o n  o f  S a l l y  Gearha r t ' s  The Wanderground. T h i s  
a r t i c l e  f i r s t  appeared i n  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  form i n  t h e  Washinraton Blade,  v.12, 
no.14, J u l y  10, 1981.1 

On June 30, 1981, I had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  meet w i t h  t e n  Chinese woman 1  i b r a r y  
workers ,  as p a r t  o f  a  month- long t o u r  o f  t h e  Peop le ' s  Repub l i c  o f  China. The 
two-hour mee t ing  ( t h e  Chinese term t r a n s l a t e s  l i t e r a l l y  as "Tea and T a l k  
G a t h e r i n g " )  t ook  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Nan j i ng ,  J iang  Su Prov ince,  I had 
s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  women t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  o f  ques t i ons  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n :  

' 

I. Are t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  women l i b r a r y  workers comnensurate 
w i t h  those  o f  men l i b r a r y  workers i n  China? 

11. What i s  t h e  sex r a t i o  i n  key l i b r a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s ?  
I 

111. Are  women t r e a t e d  e q u a l l y  i n  promot ions,  s a l a r y  i nc reases ,  etc.? 

I V .  A re  t h e r e  any p r o v i s i o n s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  i n s u r i n g  equal 
t r e a t m e n t  o f  women? 

V. I s  women's s t u d i e s  be ing  e s t a b l i s h e d  as an academic d i s c i p l i n e ?  
Are  m a t e r i a l s  about  women--especial 1  y h i s t o r i c a l  documents-- 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  c o l l e c t e d  and preserved? 
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The women were a t  f i r s t  q u i t e  r e t i c e n t  and formal, bu t  they soon re laxed and 
opened up. They a l l  expressed su rp r i se  a t  quest ions I and I 1 1  s ince  they take  
e q u a l i t y  so much f o r  granted. They could n o t  understand, f o r  instance, why a  
woman 1  i b r a r y  d i r e c t o r  should n o t  be paid t h e  same as a  man 1  i b r a r y  d i r e c t o r .  
A1 though t h e  search and screen process i s  con t ro l1  ed by the  1  i b r a r y  admin is t ra -  
t i on ,  1  i b r a r y  workers' i n p u t  i s  a1 ways sought when a  vacancy occurs. For 
example, a  Nanj ing P rov inc ia l  L i b r a r y  d i r e c t o r ' s  p o s i t i o n  was f i l l e d  by a  
woman from w i t h i n  a f t e r  feedback was sought from the grassroots by t h e  
admin i s t ra t i on .  The women d i d  n o t  f ee l  t h a t  sex mat tered a t  a1 1  i n  rec ru i tmen t :  
a b i l i t y ,  se rv i ce  a t t i t u d e ,  experience, and o rgan i za t i on  acumen a re  t h e  des i red  
qua1 i t i e s  f o r  a  l eade rsh ip  pos i t ion .  

The women est imated t h a t  t h e r e  a re  two women t o  every t h r e e  men admin i s t ra to rs  
i n  key pos i t i ons .  They a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  1  i b e r a t i o n  o f  
women o n l y  began w i t h  the establ ishment  o f  t h e  People's Republ ic i n  1949. They 
were con f i den t  t h a t  equa l i za t i on  would come soon s ince  women have cont inued t o  
gain ground and show i n t e r e s t  I n  f u r t h e r i n g  themselves i n  education. One 
woman 1  i b r a r y  d i r e c t o r  i n  t h e  group s ta ted  t h a t  women a re  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
encouraged t o  take  advantage o f  con t i nu ing  educat ion oppo r tun i t i es :  she h e r s e l f  
had j u s t  sen t  a  woman t o  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B e i j i n g  (Peking) t o  study f o r e i g n  
1  anguages. 

They to1 d  me w i t h  considerable g l  ee t h a t  they be1 i e v e  women i n  China a re  
t r e a t e d  more than equal1 y  by t h e  l awe For exampl e, women a r e  e n t i t l  ed t o  t h r e e  
months' m a t e r n i t y  leave  w i t h  pay and up t o  a  year  i f  they  a re  i n  bad health.  
I n  add i t i on ,  mothers a r e  a l lowed an hour o f f  both i n  the morning and the a f t e r -  
noon f o r  nu rs ing  du r i ng  a  baby's f i r s t  year. L i b r a r y  admin i s t ra t i ons  a r e  a l so  
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  reduce a  pregnant worker 's l oad  du r i ng  t h e  l a t e r  months o f  her 
term. Laughter broke o u t  when they t o l d  me t h a t  on I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Day 
they a l l  had h a l f  a  day o f f ,  w h i l e  the men had t o  ho ld  down t h e  f o r t !  

Women's Bureaus have been establ  i shed a t - l o c a l  , p r o v i n c i a l ,  and na t i ona l  1  eve1 s. 
These Bureaus deal w i t h  women's a f f a i r s  and coord ina te  women's a c t i v i t i e s ;  they  
a l so  c o l l e c t  and disseminate documents on-women. They have publ ished documen- 
t a r i e s  and c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  essays on and about\wowen i n  h i s t o r y .  Special  
i l l u s t r a t i v e  and cormnenorative s tud ies  o f  famous Chinese women a re  issued 
pe r i od i ca l1  y. The women 11 brar ians  w i t h  whom I met f e l t  they  d i d  n o t  need t o  
t r e a t  women's s tud ies  as a  separate d i s c i p l i n e  t o  s t imu la te  research and study. 
One o f  t h e  women--a science l i b ra r i an - -po in ted  o u t  t o  underscore t h i s  p o i n t  
t h a t  women astronomers were s i ven  eaual a t t e n t i o n  i n  an astronomy e n c ~ c l o ~ e d i a .  
The women a l s o  mentioned t h a t  j ou rna l s  such as Chinese Women have been publ ished 
f o r  years. 

The "Tea and Talk  Gathering" ended very  amicably w i t h  Po la ro id  p i c tu re - tak ing .  
The Chinese women 1  i b r a r i a n s  seemed t o  f i n d  our  exchange as f r u i t f u l  as I did .  

-- r e p o r t  f i l e d  by 
T ina C. Fu 

[ ~ i n a  C. Fu i s  Associate Professor a t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Oshkosh and 
has served as t h e  Ass i s tan t  D i rec to r  f o r  Pub l i c  Services i n  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  
s i nce  1977. She has served as a  member o f  t he  Advisory Panel f o r  the Women's 
Studies L i  brar ian-at-Large s ince  1980.1 
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DRTRORSE SERVICE UPDRTE 

I n  t h e  l a s t  column (FC, vo1.3, no.1, p.8), I noted t h e  tremendous t ime-sav ing  
advantage o f  database s e a r c h i n g  o v e r  manual 1  y sea rch ing  t h e  p r f  n t e d  resources.  
I n  t h i s  column, I w i l l  d i s c u s s  some o t h e r  c r i t e r i a  used by database 1  i b r a r i a n s  
i n  h e l p i n g  pa t rons  dec ide  whether t o  i n v e s t  i n  a  database search. 

Complex i ty  o f  t o p i c .  Search ing t h e  p r i n t e d  resources f o r  c i t a t f o n s  on complex 
t o p i c s  w i t h  two o r  more v a r i a b l e s  can be d f f f i c u l  t o r  even imposs ib le .  S i n c e  
women's s t u d i e s  i s  an i n t e r d i s c i p l  i n a r y  f i e l d ,  a  database search o f t e n  i s  t h e  
o n l y  way t o  p i n p o i n t  t h e  most  r e l e v a n t  a r t i c l e s .  The sample search on  " t h e  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  on g i r l s  o f  s t e r e o t y p i n g  i n  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e , "  
pub l  i shed  i n  my l a s t  column, i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  f o c u s i n g  power o f  on1 i n e  sea rch ing  
f o r  m u l t i v a r i a t e  t o p i c s .  The sample search t o p i c  was broken down i n t o  f o u r  
component search terms: p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s ;  g i r l s ;  s t e r e o t y p i n g ;  and 
c h i 1  d r e n ' s  1  i t e r a  t u r e .  There were 1  i t e r a l l  y thousands o f  a r t i c l e s  r e t r i e v e d  f o r  
each concept ,  so t h a t  manua l l y  n o t i n g  and combining a l l  o f  t h e  c i t a t i o n s  wou ld  
have been n e x t  t o  imposs ib le .  The computer, however, was a b l e  t o  nar row t h e  
1  i s t  qu ick1 y t o  a  manageable number o f  h i g h l y  r e l e v a n t  c i t a t i o n s .  

A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s u b j e c t  i n d e x i n s .  S u b j e c t  i n d e x i n g  i s  n o t  p rov ided  f o r  some 
p r i n t e d  resources,  such as  ement Contents.  To search manua l l y  t h e  t o p i c  o f  
"management p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  a t i v e  ac t i on , "  one would have t o  page th rough  
t h e  e n t i r e  publ  i c a t i o n .  S u b j e c t  i n d e x i n g  i s  p rov ided ,  however, f o r  t h e  o n l i n e  
v e r s i o n ,  MANAGEMENT CONTENTS .* 

Adequacy o f  s u b j e c t  i ndex ing .  Even w i t h  s u b j e c t  i n d e x i n g  a v a i l a b l e ,  r e t r i e v a l  
o f  women's s t u d i e s  m a t e r i a l s  can be v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  two a d d i t i o n a l  reasons:  
1 )  i n d e x i n g  o f  women's m a t e r i a l s  o f t e n  i s  jnadequate; 2 )  an index,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  
can p r o v i d e  o n l y  a  planned, l i m f t c d  number o f  access p o i n t s .  Database search ing,  
however, can c i r cumven t  these  two problems by a  method known as " f r e e - t e x t  
searching."  I n  f r e e - t e x t  search ing,  virtua-lly a l l  words i n  t h e  o n l i n e  i n f o r m a t f o n  
can become access p o i n t s .  F r e e - t e x t  sea rch ing  does n o t  r e l y  m e r e l y  on ass igned 
s u b j e c t  headings (wh ich  can be a r b i t r a r y ) ,  b u t  a1 so uses t h e  a c t u a l  words 
appear ing  i n  t h e  t i t l e  and a b s t r a c t  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l .  So, f o r  example, t h e  
s p e c i f i c  concept  o f  " n a t u r a l  c h i l d b i r t h 1 '  i s  n o t  d i r e c t 1  y indexed i n  S o c i a l  Sciences 
C i t a t i o n  Index  o r  i n  t h e  ERIC resources -- p r i n t e d  o r  o n l i n e  -- b u t  t h e  concept  
s t i l l  can be searched o n l i n e ,  u s i n g  t h e  f r e e - t e x t  method i n  wh ich  a l l  Hards a r e  
scanned. 

A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  p r i n t e d  resources.  There a r e  a  few resources  wh ich  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
o n l y  i n  ah on1 i n e  format,  such as t h e  mass ive  database produced by t h e  N a t i o n a l  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Mental  Hea l th .  Also,  some l i b r a r i e s  do n o t  s u b s c r i b e  t o  a l l  p r i n t e d  
resources.  

* C a p i t a l i z e d  t i t 1  es i n d i c a t e  on1 f n e  r a t h e r  than p r i n t e d  resources.  
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Convenience, scope and time1 iness. Some on1 ine resources are  more convenient 
to use than are  the i r  printed equivalents, e.g., THE MAGAZINE INDEX and THE 
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER INDEX. Sometimes the on1 lne version of an index i s  
significant1 y more comprehensive than i s  i t s  printed counterpart. MEDLARS, 
for instance, contains not only Index Medicus b u t  other resources such as the 
International Nursing Ind,ex, Cancerlist and kamily Medicine Literature Index. 
MEDLARS a lso  i s  more current,  w i t h  c i t a t ions  added to the online database a t  
l e a s t  one month prior to the time that  i t s  printed counterparts a r r ive  a t  the 
1 i brary. 

A database search may not be necessary for a researcher with a very general 
topic o r  for one whose research can be handled with a few eas i ly  located sources. 
Database searching, of course, cannot produce c i ta t ions  i f  nothing has been 
published yet on a certain topic -- although some researchers hope that  nothing 
has been publ ished and t ry  to confirm th i s  w i t h  a database search. 

In most cases, the decision of whether to request a database search also must 
include weighing available time against avail able funds. The researcher with 
enough time to dig through the printed sources may not need a database search, 
i f  materials a r e  easy to find. B u t  i f  a topic i s  d i f f i c u l t  to search (because 
of complexity, inadequate indexing, e tc . ) ,  a database search can be a very 
worthwhile investment. 

-- Carolyn P l a t t  

P f  RIODICRL NOTES 
In addition to the usual sections on new.periodicals and special issues of 
periodicals, t h i s  issue's  column adds three t i t l e s  to the l i s t  of  feminist 
review media published in the Sumner 1981 issue of Feminist Collections. 

\ -- C.L. 

New Periodicals 

The Blatant Imaqe. 1981- . Annual. Subscriptions: $10; $16 ( I n s t . ) .  
-Subscription address: 2000 King M t .  Trai l ,  Sunny Val 1 ey, OR 97497. (Reviewed 
in Bread & Roses Winter 1982) 

This nearly 100-page publication prints the varied work of women photographers, 
along with essays o n  1 9th-century women photographers, black women in film, 
lesbian filmmaking, legal aspects of photography, and resources and uses for 
photographs. 

Diplomat Maqazine. 1980- , Monthly. Subscriptions: $9 (indiv.); $15 ( i n s t . ) .  
Subscri ption address : 4867 N .  Winthrop, Chicago, IL 60640. (Issue examined: 
v.1 , issue 9 [I 981 1) 

The Di lomat i s  publ ished by and for the Th i rd  World Lesbian/Gay community. 
v%i&7- issue 9 has short a r t i c l e s  on sex gender identity; negative images 
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Hyster ia: ,  A Feminis t  Magazine from Southwestern Ontar io  Spr ing 1982: "Sexual i ty . "  
Ava i l ab le  from: Box 2481, S t a t i o n  B, Ki tchener,  Ontar io  N2H 6M3, Canada, 
S ing le  copy: $2.50; $4.50 ou ts ide  Canada. (Pub1 i s h e r ' s  f l y e r )  

Topics i n c l  ude: b isexual  i t y ,  mu1 t i p 1  e re1 a t ionsh ips ,  s e x u a l i t y  f o r  t h e  disabled, 
l i f e  a f t e r  hysterectomy. A r t i c l e s ,  f i c t i o n ,  poetry ,  reviews. 

Ma az ine  v.12, no.2, Fa1 1 1981 : "Southern C a l i f o r n i a  Women Writers."  Ed i t o rs :  
I+- exandra G a r r e t t  and Joeclyn Fisher. Ava i l ab le  from: Beyond Baroque Foundation, 
P.O. Box 806, Venice CA 90291. Sing1 e copy: $1 . ( Issue examined; reviewed i n  
Small Press Review February 1982, pp.9-10) 

Poetry  and f i c t i o n  by Southern C a l i f o r n i a  women w r i t e r s .  Poets i nc lude  Terry1 
Hunter, L a u r i e  Anne Fox, Martha Ronk L i fson ,  Nancy Ha l l ,  and Rosel la Pace. 
F i c t i o n  w r i t e r s  a r e  Donna Beckman, Nancy B i rd ,  Dane11 Jones, Sara lyn Daly, and 
C r i s  Mazza. 

Feminis t  Review Media 

The Lammas L i t t l e  Review. v.2, no.1, May 1981- . (Formerly From Lammas: The 
L i t t l e  Review 1978-1 979) Quarter1 y. Subscr ip t ions:  $4. Ava i l  ab le  from: Lammas, 
321 Seventh St.,  S.E., Washinqton DC 20003. E d i t o r :  Susanna J. S tu rs i s .  ( Issues 
examined: v.2, no.1, May 1981; v.2, no.2, August 1981; v.2, no.3, ~o tember  1981) 

Lammas i s  a Washington, D.C., women's bookstore. The Lammas L i t t l e  Review 
o f f e r s  readers and bookstore browsers a guided tou r  o f  r ecen t  f e m i n i s t  books, 
journa ls ,  and records. Around 13 reviews averaging 400 words i n  l e n g t h  appear 
i n  each a t t r a c t i v e l y  produced issue. D i rec ted  t o  a general f e m i n i s t  audience, 
t h e  reviews a r e  we l l -w r i t t en ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  and t o  t h e  po in t .  Among works r e c e n t l y  
reviewed: L i f e t i m e  Guarantee ( A l i c e  Bloch);  Common Lives/Lesbian L ives  (new 
p e r i o d i c a l ) ;  XXAlix ( record  by A l i x  Oobkin); This  Br idqe Ca l led  My Back (Cherri 'e 
bbraga and G l o r i a  AnzaldGa); Surpassinq the  Love o f  Men ( L i l l i a n  Faderman). 
Small press and t rade pub l i ca t i ons  a r e  reviewed i n  approximately equal number. 
E d i t o r  Susanna S t u r g i s  w r i t e s  a subs tan t i a l  n mber o f  t he  reviews, bu t  i s  
c l e a r l y  eager t o  rece i ve  more reader c o n t r i b u t  7 ons. 

The Radical Reviewer. 3/year. Subscr ip t ions:  $5 ( i n d i v .  ) ;  $1 0 ( I n s t .  ); 
$50 ( sus ta ine r ) .  Subscr ip t ion  address: P.O. Box 24953, S t a t i o n  C, Vancouver, 
B r i t i s h  Col umbia, Canada. Ed i to rs :  Barbara Herr inger;  Cy-Thea Sand. ( Issue 
examined: i ssue 5, Winter 1981 -82) 

The Radical Reviewer sees i t s e l f  as p a r t  o f  t he  f e m i n i s t  p r i n t  movement, w i t h  
a Canadian l e s b i a n / f e m i n i s t  i d e n t i t y .  I n  i ssue 5 (16 pages, newspaper format) ,  
12 books ( 5  small press, 7 t rade)  and 4 j ou rna l s  a r e  reviewed. Also inc luded 
i n  t h i s  issue a r e  some poems, a r e p o r t  on a conference on f e m i n i s t  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c i s m ,  and an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Mary Meigs, author  o f  L i l y  Br iscoe:  A S e l f -  
P o r t r a i t  (Talonbooks). Excel l e n t  reviews (average: 500 words) discuss bo th  new 
and recen t  works--e.g., The Marquise and t h e  Novice by V i c t o r i a  Ramstetter 
(Naiad Press, 1981); Periods o f  St ress by I rena  K l e p f i s z  (Out & Out Books, 1977). 
Cont r ibu tors  i nc lude  poets, a c t i v i s t s ,  academics. 
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WLW Journa l  : News, Views, Reviews f o r  Women and L i b r a r i e s .  Q u a r t e r 1  y. 
S u b s c r i p t i o n s  : $1 2; $1 5 ( i  nc l  udes membership i n  Women L i b r a r y  Workers). 
Sample i s s u e :  $2. S u b s c r i p t i o n  address:  WLW, P.O. Box 9052, Be rke ley  CA 
94709. E d i t o r :  Carol  S t a r r .  ( C u r r e n t  i s s u e s  examined) 

WLW Journa l  i s  a  q u a r t e r 1  y magazine ( s l  i c k  f o r m a t )  o f  Women L i b r a r y  Workers, 
"a membership o r g a n i z a t i o n  work ing t o  end d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  women i n  
1  i b r a r i e s  and 1  i b r a r i a n s h i p . "  (See t h e  a r t i c l e  by Nancy McClements i n  t h e  
Win te r  1982 i s s u e  o f  FC f o r  a  r e p o r t  on  t h e  Madison and Wiscons in  WLW chapters . )  
The l a r g e s t  p o r t i o n  o f e a c h  20-35 page i s s u e  i s  devoted t o  "Media Review," 
w i t h  separa te  s e c t i o n s  on  r e c e n t  books, p e r i o d i c a l s ,  f i l m s ,  reco rds ,  and o t h e r  
resources.  Reviews average 150-300 words, w i t h  a  good m i x  o f  smal l  p ress  and 
t r a d e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  among t h e  books. Records a r e  f r o m  women's mus ic  l a b e l s .  
As t h e  s u b t i t l e  i n d i c a t e s ,  WLWJ i n c l u d e s  "news and v iews" i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
reviews--e.g.,  r e p o r t s  on  c m r e n c e s ,  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  personal  s t a t e -  
ments on  work--as w e l l  as  a  s a t i r i c  c o l  umn e n t i t l e d  "Medea Med ia ' s  H o t t e r 1  ine." 
W h i l e  t h e  concerns  o f  women l i b r a r y  workers  a r e  e v i d e n t  th roughout ,  WLWJ i s  a  
v a l u a b l e  r e v i e w i n g  source f o r  a  genera l  f e m i n i s t  audience.  

" IT€mS OF NOTE 
"BY AND ABOUT WOMEN": WOMEN'S PROGRAMMING I N  LIBRARIES 

The Wiscons in  Women L i b r a r y  Workers N e w s l e t t e r  has launched a  new s e r i e s  o f  
a r t i c l e s  e n t i t l e d  "By and About Women." A r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  " d e s c r i b e  
s p e c i f i c  methods o f  making i n f o r m a t i o n  about  woman a v a i l a b l e  th rough  p u b l i c ,  
schoo l ,  academic o r  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s .  Emphasis i s  on  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  aspec ts  
o f  p l a n n i n g  and d e v e l o p i n g  resources,  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  s e r v i c e s ,  o r  programs 
abou t  women." The f i r s t  a r t i c l e  ( i n  v.VI; no.1 January  1982) d e s c r i b e d  a  
p o s s i b l e  program on woman s u f f r a g e ,  t h e  second { i n  v.VI, no.2, March 1982) a  
program on women w r i t i n g .  O b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  program, i n t e n d e d  audience, s e t t i n g ,  
p u b l i c i t y  i deas ,  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  and d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n a l  p r o d u c t  a r e  a l l  
s p e l l e d  o u t .  The N e w s l e t t e r  I s  a v a i l a b l e  f rom WWLW, P.O. Box 1425, Madison W I  
53701 ; s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  $6 ( I n d i v i d u a l  ); $2.50 ( s t u d e n t ) ;  $1 0  ( i n s t i t u t i o n ) .  
C o n t r i b u t o r s  a r e  s t i l l  be ing  sought  f o r  T u t u r e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  s e r i e s .  

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS : "HISTORIC ORIGINALS" PROGRAM 

The Women's I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Freedom o f  t h e  Press (WIFP) says o f  i t s  "Historic 
O r i g i n a l s "  program: "The goa l  o f  t h e  Program i s  t o  make a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l l c  
t h e  e a r l y  media o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  women's movement--those f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
1960s and e a r l y  '70s--which have been c o l l e c t i n g  d u s t  I n  t h e  a t t i c s  o f  t h e i r  
founders.  We want t o  g e t  them i n t o  l i b r a r i e s ,  a rch i ves ,  and i n d i v i d u a l  p r l v a t e  
c o l l e c t i o n s  where t h e y  can be shared by women o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e .  . . .I' 
WIFP i s  c u r r e n t l y  mak;ng a v a i l a b l e  f o u r  o f  t h e  s i x  i s s u e s  o f  Pa id  My Dues: 
Journa l  o f  Women and Music (1974-76) and s i x  i ssues  o f  No More Fun and Games: 
A Journal  o f  Female L i b e r a t i o n  (1  968-1 973). Fo r  more i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w r i t e :  WIFP, 
H i s t o r i c  O r i g i n a l s ,  3306 Ross Place, N.W., Washington DC 20008. 
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WOMEN I S  INTERNATIONAL RESOURCE EXCHANGE (W. I .R.E.) SERVICE 

W. I .R.E. Serv ice reproduces pub1 ished and unpubl ished sources by and about 
women i n  t h e  Th i rd  World and d i s t r i b u t e s  them a t  low cost.  The Serv ice 
descr ibes i t s e l f  as "a woman's c o l l e c t i v e  whose work has shown us t h a t  con f ron t i ng  
sexism, racism, and classlsm i n  the United States requ i res  an understanding o f  
women's s t r u g g l e s  and gains i n  a g lobal  context." Topics o f  recent  r e p r i n t s  
inc lude:  t he  women's s t rugg le  i n  I ran;  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  abuse; working women i n  
Ind ia;  women and war i n  E l  Salvador. For a complete l i s t  o f  r e p r i n t s  and pr ices ,  
w r i t e :  W.I.R.E. Service, 2700 Broadway, R.7, New York NY 10025. 

BOOK REVIEUS 
A R I S I N G  TIDE: A REVIEW OF SELECTED BOOKS BY AND/OR ABOUT BLACK WOMEN, 1970-1981 
PART I : THE 1970s 

Roseann P. B e l l  , Bet tye  J. Parker, and Beverly Guy-Sheftal l  , eds. Sturdy Black 
Bridges: Vis ions o f  Black Women i n  L i t e r a t u r e .  Garden C i t y  NY: Anchor Press, 
h u b 1  eday, 1979. $6.95, ISBN 0-385-1 3347-2. LC 77-1 6898. 

Lo r ra ine  Bethel and Barbara Smith, eds. Condit ions 5 (v.2, no.2), Autumn 1979: 
The Black Women's Issue. (Ava i lab le  from: P.O. Box 56, Van Brunt  Stat ion,  
Brooklyn NY 11215. Subscript ions: $1113 issues.) 

J u l i e t t e  Bowles, ed. I n  the Memory and S p i r i t  o f  Frances, Zora and Lorra ine:  
Essays and In te rv iews on Black Women and Wri t inq.  Washington: I n s t i t u t e  f o r  the 
A r t s  and Humanities, Howard Un ivers i ty ,  1979. LC 80-1 0621 9. 

Toni Cade, comp. The Black Woman: An Antholoqy. New York: New American L i  brary,  
1 970. $1 .95, ISBN 0-451 -61 868-8. LC 70-1 21 388. 

Sharon Harley and Rosa1 yn Terborg-Penn, eds. The, Afro-American Woman: Struggles 
and Ima es. Po r t  Washington NY: Nat ional Un i ve rs i t y  Pub1 ica t ions ,  1978. ir7mh. 
Michele Wallace. Black Macho and the  Myth o f  the Superwoman. New York: Dia l  
Press. 1 979. $7.95. ISBN 0-8037-0934-X. LC 78-1 2850. New York : Warner Books ,' 

Ora W i l l  iams. American Black Women i n  t h e  Ar ts  and Socia l  Sciences: A B i  b l i o -  
raph i c  Survey. Metuchen NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1973;' rev.  ed. 1978. $10 00 , 

BSBN 0-81 08-1 096-4. LC 77-1 7055. 

H i the r to  on1 y bare ly  v i s i b l e  and most ly  condemned t o  s i lence,  black women have 
i n  t he  l a s t  decade begun t o  break through the  boundaries o f  t h e i r  fo rced conf ine-  
ment t o  asser t  an i d e n t i t y  t h a t  w i l l  no longer be denied. They have responded 
t o  the short-comings o f  the C i v i l  Rights and the Women's L i b e r a t i o n  Movements, 
and have sounded a new vo ice  w i t h i n  the camps o f  those who are  bold enough t o  
chal 1 enge the s ta tus  quo. 

Page Fourteen 



The beginning o f  t h i s  break ing-of -s i lence,  n o t  unpred ic tab ly ,  was slow, bu t  
t he  momentum accel e ra ted  as the  1970s came t o  a  close. I n  1980 and 1981 the re  
was no th ing  s h o r t  o f  an abundance o f  new books (many by small presses) by and 
about b l ack  women--historical works, pol i t i c a l  theory,  1  i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  
poetry ,  autobiography, b i  b l  iography. An impor tan t  development along the  way 
has been the  beginnings o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  coal i t i o n  between b lack  women and o t h e r  
women o f  t h e  T h i r d  World which has n o t  ex i s ted  before. These events under1 i n e  
a  v i t a l i t y  and zes t  f o r  1  i f e  and 1  i b e r t y ,  born o u t  o f  t he  ex igencies o f  
oppress ion and den ia l ,  which T h i r d  World women a re  b r i n g i n g  t o  Western c u l t u r e  
i n  t he  c l o s i n g  decades o f  t h i s  century,  even as t he  r e s t  o f  our c i v i l i z a t i o n  
seems determined t o  achieve se l  f - ann ih i l  a t ion .  

I n  1970, a t  t he  end o f  what may we l l  have been the  most p o l i t i c a l l y  meaningful 
decade f o r  b lack  Americans i n  a  hundred years, Toni Cade publ i shed a  volume o f  
essays, s h o r t  f i c t i o n ,  poe t r y  and commentary e n t i t l e d  The B l a c k  Woman. This  was 
a  unique work a t  t h a t  t ime, b r i n g i n g  together  American b lack  women speaking 
about themselves and the  meanings o f  t h e i r  experiences. The Black Woman 
expressed t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  o f ,  and del i v e r e d  a  bo ld  socia't c h a l l  enge from. 
women who had found t h a t  t he  C i v i l  R ights  Movement o f  t h e  1960s, f o r  a l l  o f  i t s  
achievements, d i d  n o t  address many o f  t h e i r  most press ing needs and concerns. 
B lack women i n  America, oppressed by race  s i nce  t he  days o f  s lavery ,  were 
becoming more aware o f  o the r  f ace ts  o f  t h e i r  r e a l  i t y - - p a r t i c u l  a r l  y  o f  how 

' p ro found ly  d i f f e r e n t  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  was from t h a t  o f  w h i t e  women and b lack  men. 
The Black Woman, which inc ludes  t i t l e s  such as "Black Man, My Man, L is ten ! " ,  
" I s  t h e  Black Man Castrated?", and "Who W i l l  Revere t h e  Black Woman?", was a  
p rophet ic  he ra ld  o f  t h e  thematic concerns o f  t he  b lack  f e m i n i s t  movement t h a t  
evolved through t h e  1970s, and which appears t o  have come i n t o  f u l l  bloom a t  
t he  beginning o f  t he  1980s. 

Among o t h e r  e a r l y  works o f  no te  i s  American Black Women i n  t h e  A r t s  and Socia l  
Sciences: A B i b l i o g r a p h i c  Survey by Ora Wi l l iams,  pub l i shed i n  1973. Th i s  
qround-breakins b i  b l  i o q r a ~ h v  l i s t s  ou ides  t o  research t h a t  can be done from 
c o l l  ec t ions ,  encyc lope~ ias  and re fe rence  books; b lack  women's w r i t i n g s  i n  a1 1  
t h e  1  i t e r a r y  genres, i n c l u d i n g  works f o r  young readers; and o the r  works i n  
h i s t o r i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  s tud ies.  Wi l l i ams 's  b o k  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  b lack  
women had been and were w r i t i n g ,  had been ahd were publ i s h i n g  i n  a l l  c r e a t i v e  
and i n t e l l e c t u a l  areas. Others may n o t  have be'en l i s t e n i n g  o r  seeing, b u t  
b l ack  women's w r i t i n g s  were cha l leng ing  t h e  soc ia l  presumption t h a t  they  should 
be s i l e n t  and i n v i s i b l e .  

F i ve  years l a t e r ,  i n  1978, The Afro-American Woman: St ruqnles and Images 
appeared. Combining h i s t o r c i b e  
b lack women's experiences, t he  book served as an e a r l y  example o f  t h e  d e s i r e  
fo r  humanis t ic  u n i t y  t h a t  unde r l i es  much of  b lack  women's w r i t i n g s .  I n  her 
essay e n t i t l e d  "D i sc r im ina t i on  Against  Afro-American Women i n  the  Women's 
Movement 1830-1 9201', Rosa1 yn Terborg-Penn confronted the  tens ions between wh i t e  
women and women o f  c o l o r  i n  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  and c o l l e c t i v e  s t rugg les  f o r  
l i b e r a t i o n ,  a t  a  t ime  when few scholars  were w i l l i n g  t o  address t h i s  s e n s i t i v e  
subject .  
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I n  t h a t  same year (1978), B lack Macho and the  Myth o f  t he  Superwoman by M i c h e l l e  
Wallace reached t h e  pub1 i c  w i t h  a g rea t  deal o f  fanfare.  H i t h e r t o  w h i t e  women 
c r i t i c s  had e i t h e r  ignored o r  been both r e t i c e n t  and cau t ious  i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c  
statements on b lack  women's w r i t i n g s .  With Wal lace's book, however, a number 
o f  prominent w h i t e  f e m i n i s t s  dev ia ted  from t h e i r  e a r l i e r  stance, h a i l i n g  i t  as 
t h e  coming-of-age o f  b lack  feminism, thus r a i s i n g  a con t roversy  w i t h  many b lack  
f e m i n i s t s  who disagreed w i t h  t h e i r  eva lua t i on  o f  t he  work and t h e i r  presumption 
i n  a t t emp t i ng  t o  name b lack  women's experiences. B lack Macho i s  nonetheless an 
impor tan t  and p rovoca t ive  work t h a t  g ives  us va luame  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  Wal lace's 
responses t o  her experiences as a b lack women, as we l l  as i n t o  her views and 
ideas on b lack  male s e x u a l i t y  and sexism. 

Three p u b l i c a t i o n s  by b lack women i n  1979 were d i r e c t  forerunners o f  t he  k inds  
o f  work t o  come from the  Dens o f  b lack  women as t h e  decade came t o  a c lose :  
Cond i t ions  5: "The Black women's Issue," S tu rdy  Black Bridges, and I n  t h e  Memor 
and S p i r i t  o f  Frances, Zora and Lor ra ine :  Essays and In te rv i ews  on I f r - T -  ack omen 
and W r i t i n  . Condi t ions i s  a j ou rna l  by women w i t h  an emphasis on w r i t i n g  by 
l7--= esb ans. Guest e d i t o r s  Lo r ra ine  Bethel  and Barbara Smith dedicated t h e  b lack  
women's i ssue  t o  Mabel Hampton and Audre Lorde, b lack  l esb ians  whose 1 i v e s  have 
been sources o f  s t r e n g t h  and i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  others.  B lack 1 esbians, c o l 1  e c t i v e l y ,  
a re  a sub-group whose l i v e s  and w r i t i n g s  have been doub ly  denied i n  t he  dominant 
c u l t u r e .  Condi t ions 5 brought  together,  f o r  the  f i r s t  t ime, a subs tan t i a l  body 
o f  w r i t i n g s  by b lack  lesb ians ,  and the  s k i l l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  commitment o f  t h e  
e d i t o r s  guaranteed a p lace  fo r  t he  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  company o f  works deserv ing 
s o c i a l  and academic cons idera t ion .  Condi t ions 5 d i d  f o r  b lack  l esb ians  what 
Cade's The B lack  Woman had done f o r  a l l  b lack  women a bare n i n e  years e a r l i e r .  

Sturdy Black Bridges: ,V is ions  o f  B lack Women i n  L i t e r a t u r e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
t h r e e  sec t ions :  The Anal y t i c a l  V is ion,  The ~ o n v e r s a t i o n a r  Vis ion,  and The 
Crea t ive  Vis ion.  I n  the  f i r s t  sect ion;  t o p i c s  range from t h e  image of women i n  
Afro-American, A f r i c a n  and Caribbean c r e q t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e s ,  tu b lack  women's 
autobiographies, and d iscuss ions o f  i n d i v i d u a l  b lack  American women w r i t e r s .  
"The Pol i t i c s  o f  Int imacy," an essay by Hortense S p i l l e r s  t h a t  I1suggest[s] a 
working model f o r  a 1 i t e r a r y  ana l ys i s  o f  issues s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
i n t i m a t e  1 i f e  o f  Afro-American women" (87),  is' p a r t i c u l a r 1  y noteworthy because 
i t  aims t o  c r e a t e  a t h e o r e t i c a l  framework f o r  b lack  women's c r i t i c i s m .  

The Conversat ional V i s i on  comes from in te rv i ews  w i t h  we l l  known b lack  w r i t e r s - -  
f i v e  women and t h r e e  men--as we l l  as from conversat ions w i t h  a group o f  f i v e  
Southern women o f  "venerable ages and wisdom" (263). The i n c l u s i o n  o f  these 
conversat ions i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  de te rmina t ion  o f  b lack  women scho1 a r s / c r i t i c s  
t o  permi t  b l ack  women a t  a l l  1 eve1 s o f  s o c i e t y  t o  name t h e i r  experiences them- 
selves. The v i s i o n  o f  the  sect ion,  as a whole, prov ides a "composite p i c t u r e  
o f  past,  present,  and f u t u r e  Black motion, g iven l i f e  through the  spoken word" 
(195). 

The s e l e c t i o n s  chosen f o r  t he  Crea t i ve  V i s i on  o f f e r  p o s i t i v e  images of b lack  
women i n  p lace  o f  the  s tereotypes o f t e n  found i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  whi tes and 
b lack  men. The poetry ,  s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  and p lays  inc luded were done by we l l  
known as we l l  as p rev ious l y  unpubl ished authors. A f r i c a n  and Caribbean w r i t e r s  
f i n d  a p lace  here, and the  r e s u l t  i s  an ample rep resen ta t i on  o f  a f f i r m i n g  images 
and perspect ives o f  d i f f e r e n t  k inds o f  b lack  women. 
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An ext remely he lp fu l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  book i s  t he  bib1 iography which b r i ngs  i t  t o  
a  close. This inc ludes  African-American, A f r i can ,  and Caribbean women w r i t e r s ,  
and a  documentation o f  pr imary as we l l  as secondary sources. The A f r i c a n  and 
Caribbean sec t ions  a r e  especial  1  y  impor tant  because o f  t he  general unava i la -  
b i l i t y  o f  much o f  t h i s  ma te r i a l .  Sturdy Black Bridees i s  one o f  those works 
t h a t  made a  s i n g u l a r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  the  w r i t i n g s  o f  b lack  women i n  t h e  1970s. 

I n  the Memory and S p i r i t  o f  Frances, Zora and Lor ra ine :  Essays and In te rv i ews  
on Black Women and W r i t i n g  does, on a smal ler  scale, what Sturdy Black Br idges 
achieves on a  wider  scope; A combination o f  h i s t o r y  and criticism, i t  comprises 
addresses, essays, l e c t u r e s ,  and i n te rv i ews  by and about b lack women, t h a t  were 
p a r t  o f  a  conference t h a t  took p lace  a t  Howard U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Washington D.C. 
The t i t l e  o f  t he  c o l l e c t i o n  pays t r i b u t e  t o  t h r e e  e a r l i e r  b lack  f em in i s t s :  
Frances Watkins Harper, Zora Neale Hurston, and Lo r ra ine  Hansberry. Harper, 
a  n o v e l i s t ,  poet, teacher, l e c t u r e r  and a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  was a  prominent vo ice  i n  
the n ine teenth  century;  Hurston, now we l l  known as a  n o v e l i s t ,  s h o r t  s t o r y  
w r i t e r  and an th ropo log i s t ,  was a  twent ie th -cen tury  b lack  woman who never learned 
t o  s t a y  i n  her "place1'; Lo r ra ine  Hansberry made h i s t o r y  as a  p laywr igh t ,  
essay is t ,  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t  i n  t he  middle o f  t h i s  century.  I n  t h e  Mmor 
and S p i r i t  o f  Frances, Zora and Lo r ra ine  pays f i t t i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  --r-+ t ese women 
and represents another s t rong  1 i n k  i n  t he  cha in  o f  the  1  i t e r a r y / c r i t i c a l  

,, t r a d i t i o n  such women helped t o  es tab l  ish.  

As we rev iew the  achievement o f  contemporary b lack  women scholars/critics/writers 
i n  t he  1970s, we f i n d  much t o  applaud and ce lebrate.  On-going research and 
scho la rsh ip  c o n t i n u a l l y  p rov ide  new evidence t h a t  b lack women, throughout 
American h i s t o r y ,  recorded t h e i r  deeds, words and experiences. Much o f  t h e i r  
w r i t i n g  has been l o s t ,  bur ied, and o therw ise  neglected because the  l i v e s  and 
experiences o f  b lack  women have been de l  i berate1 y  and cons is ten t1  y  undervalued 
by t he  dominant c u l t u r e .  However, i n  t he  a f t e rma th  o f  t he  1960s, t h e r e  was a  
new coming-of-age o f  b lack  American women, and the  c l a im ing  o f  a  new group 
i d e n t i t y .  Black women have i n  p a r t i c u l a r  fought  f o r  and e x p l o i t e d  new oppor- 
t u n i t i e s  i n  educat ion, and research, w r i t i n g ,  and the  exchange o f  ideas i n s i d e  
and o u t s i d e  t he  h a l l s  o f  academe have been s i q n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h e i r  
e f f o r t s .  I t  i s  impor tan t  t h a t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  work be d i r e c t e d  towards 
eva lua t i on  and c r i t i c i s m  o f  American c u l t u r e  as a  whole; i t  i s  even more 
c r i t i c a l  t h a t  b lack  women w r i t e r s  and scholars  research t h e i r  own past, take 
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  present,  and pass on a  h e r i t a g e  i n  which they have de f ined  
the  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  and experiences. From Toni Cadets The Black Woman 
i n  1970 t o  I n  The Memory and S p i r i t  o f  Frances, Zora and ~ o r r a i n e  i n  r979, t h e  
works o f  b lack  women have made i t  d e c i s i v e l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  cen tu r i es  o f  t h e i r  
enforced s i l e n c e  have come t o  an end. 

-- N e l l i e  McKay 

[Nel l  i e  McKay i s  an A s s i s t a n t  Professor  i n  Afro-American Studies and Women's 
Studies a t  the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i  sconsin-Madison.] 
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LESBIAN CULTURE BEFORE 1940: SEARCH & RE/SEARCH 

I n  1982 i t  cont inues t o  be a  chal lenge t o  f i n d  the  m a t e r i a l s  o f  l esb ian  c u l t u r e  
i n  the  1  i b r a r i e s  o f  the  Un i ve rs i t y .  I r e c e n t l y  took up t h a t  chal lenge i n  o rder  
t o  cons t ruc t  courses on l esb ian  c u l t u r e  from the  Amazons t o  the  present, w i t h  
a  focus on l i t e r a t u r e  and phi losophy and an emphasis on ma te r i a l s  be fo re  World 
War 11. Professor Evelyn Beck reviewed a  number o f  new books i n  l esb ian  s tud ies  
i n  the Fa1 1  1981 issue  o f  Feminist  Co l lec t ions .  I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  I w i l l  share 
some o f  my adventures i n  exhuming e a r l i e r  mater ia l  from the 1  i b r a r i e s  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison. I w i l l  a1 so suggest some s t r a t e g i e s  and t o o l  s  
f o r  such d igg ing,  and I w i l l  rev iew one major t o o l ,  t he  new e d i t i o n  o f  The Lesbian 
i n  L i t e r a t u r e ,  an ind ispensable b ib l i og raphy  ed i t ed  by Barbara ~ r i e r . ~  

P r i o r  t o  the  e a r l y  1970's few o f  the  ma te r i a l s  o f  l e s b i a n  c u l t u r e  came l abe led  
" lesbian." Before the founding o f  t he  Daughters o f  B i l i t i s  i n  San Francisco i n  
1955, and i t s  pe r i od i ca l ,  The Ladder (1956-72)2, even fewer works so i d e n t i f i e d  
themselves. Many pieces were del i berate1 y  disguised, even encoded, as, f o r  
example, Gertrude Ste n ' s  "Miss F u r r  and Miss Skeene," "As a  Wife Has a  Cow,' 
and "Tender Buttons." Thanks t o  myr iad d isguises and t o  t he  a1 ertness o f  
decades of  1  i k a r i a n s ,  who have ordered these works and d u t i f u l 1  y  catal-ogued 
then under o t h e r  headings presumed t o  be o f  more general i n t e r e s t ,  t he  h i s t o r i c a l  
r o o t s  o f  1  esbian c u l t u r e  a re  here today on the  Madison campus, we1 1  -preserved 
under a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  l a b e l s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  1  i b r a r i e s ,  from A r t  (Koh le r )  t o  
Agr icu l  t u r e  (Steenbock), and i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  media, from books and p e r i o d i c a l s  
t o  s l  ides, tapes, and sound recordinqs. 

For tuna te ly  t h e r e  i s  help, i n  t he  searches and researches o f  o thers,  w i t h  t he  
p r o j e c t  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  these mater ia ls .  The Lesbian i n  L i t e r a t u r e ,  the  bib1 i o -  
graphy a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  known t o  two and one h a l f  decades o f  happy readers as t h e  
"L.I.L.," i s  a  p ioneer ing  work i n  t h i s  area, one o f  t he  few ser ious pieces o f  
w n  i d e n t i f y  i t s e l f  as " lesb ian"  before t h e  recent  Gay L ibe ra t i on .  
O r i g i n a l l y  publ ished i n  San Francisco by The Ladder i n  1967 under t he  e d i t o r s h i p  
o f  Gene Damon (pseudonym o f  Barbara ~rier-stuart, i t  has r e c e n t l y  been 
re issued i n  a  much-expanded t h i r d  e d i t i o n  by Barbara Grier,  w i t h  a  cut-of f  
copy r i gh t  da te  o f  1979. It i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  Eqgl ish-language ma te r i a l s ,  a1 though 
several  e n t r i e s  a re  t r ans la t i ons .  Pe r i od i ca l s  a r e  no t  included, a1 though the re  
a re  a  few s h o r t  s t o r i e s  t h a t  appeared o n l y  i n  pe r i od i ca l s  e a r l y  i n  t h i s  century.  
Whi le t h e  emphasis i s  on f i c t i o n  and poetry,  t he re  i s  a l so  much b iographica l  
ma te r i a l .  The new e d i t i o n  features a  sec t ion  o f  89 photographs o f  authors whose 
works a re  l i s t e d ,  many taken by l e s b i a n  photographers whose works a r e  a l so  c i t e d .  

O f  approximately 7000 e n t r i e s  (accord ing t o  Barbara G r i e r 4 s  i n t r o d u c t i o n )  i n  t h e  
L.1 .L., a  Iittl e  over  100 (my count)  a re  ma te r i a l s  publ ished o r  w r i t t e n  before 
m i n c l  uding several t rans1 a t i ons ) .  Over ha1 f these a r e  evident1 y  by women. 
(The t r a n s l a t e d  works from before 1900 a re  almost i n v a r i a b l y  by men; I found 
fou r  exceptions: Sappho, Catal ina  de Erauso, Louise Labi, and George Sand.) 
Over 400 e n t r i e s  (again, my quick count)  a r e  works publ ished between 1900 and 
1950. These 500 e n t r i e s  a re  n o t  marked o f f  i n  any way from the remaining 6500 
items, which have appeared s ince  1950. I n  f ac t ,  the o n l y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  o rgan i za t i on  
o f  the  L.I.L. appears t o  be a lphabet ica l  by author,  which i s  my main disappointment 
w i t h  t h x  (a l though I h e s i t a t e  t o  record a  disappointment, given what a  
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t r e a s u r e  t h i s  work has been i n  t a k i n g  l e s b i a n  w r i t i n g  s e r i o u s l y ) .  T h i s  makes 
t h e  work overwhelming f o r  a  beginner.  One m i g h t  do w e l l  t o  read  f i r s t  t h e  
c l a s s i c  Sex -Var ian t  Women i n  L i t e r a t u r e  by J e a n n e t t e  ~ o s t e r ~  o r  t h e  more r e c e n t  
and h i g h l y  r e a d a b l e  Surpass ing  t h e  Love o f  Men: Romantic F r i e n d s h i p  and Love 
Between Women f r o m  t h e  Renaissance t o  t h e  Present  by  L i l l i a n  Faderman' o r ,  
perhaps, L e s b i a n  L i v e s : - B i o g r a p h i e s  o f  Women f rom The Ladder, e d i t e d  by  Barbara 
G r i e r  and C o l e t t a  Reid.6 I n  any case, t h e  L.I.L. shou ld  be used i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  two o t h e r  new Engl ish- language b i  b l  i o g r a p h l e s  o f  l e s  i a n  c u l t u r e :  
(1  ) JR R o b e r t s t  B l a c k  Lesb ians:  An Annota ted B ib1 iographyB, which i s  s k i l l f u l l y  
o r g a n i z e d  and i n c l u d e s  a  f i n e  c h a p t e r  on mus ic  and mus ic ians,  and ( 2 )  C h e r r i s  
Moraga's " T h i r  Wor ld  Women i n  t h e  U n i t e d  Sta tes- -By and About Us: A  S e l e c t e d  f B i b l i o g r a p h y , "  O wh ich i n c l u d e s  s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n s  on Afro-American, A s i a n / P a c i f i c ,  
L a t i n a ,  and N a t i v e  American 1  e s b l a n  1  i t e r a t u r e .  There i s ,  however, a t  p r e s e n t  
no comparably a m b i t i o u s  b i b 1  i o g r a p h y  o f  l e s b i a n  c u l t u r e  t o  compete w i t h  t h e  L.1 .L. 

A  m a j o r  d e l i g h t  o f  t h e  L.I.L. i s  i t s  dua l  r a t i n g  system o f  l e t t e r s  a n d  a s t e r i s k s .  
The i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n f o r m s  us t h a t  "A" i n d i c a t e s  "major  Lesb ian c h a r a c t e r s  and/or  
a c t i o n , "  "B" i n d i c a t e s  "minor  Lesb ian  c h a r a c t e r s  and/or a c t i o n  ," "C"  i n d i c a t e s  
" l a t e n t ,  rep ressed  Lesb ian ism o r  c h a r a c t e r s  who can be so i n t e r p r e t e d , "  and "TI1 
i s  f o r  "Trash," i n c l u d e d  ( f o r  t h e  sake o f  b i  b l  i o g r a p h i c  completeness) on1 y under 
a u t h o r s  who a l s o  w r o t e  r e l e v a n t  non-trash.  (For  t r a s h  fans,  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n ,  
a v a i l  a b l  e  i n  Memorial L i  b ra ry ,  i n c l u d e s  around 3000 t r a s h  t i tl es permanent1 y 
d e l e t e d  i n  t h e  second e d i t i o n . )  A s t e r i s k s  (none, *, **, and ***, i n  o r d e r  o f  
p r o g r e s s i n g  enthus iasm) i n d i c a t e  t h e  r a t e d  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  A, B, o r  C - l e t t e r e d  
l e s b i a n  con ten t .  Thus, an e n t r y  m i g h t  bear t h e  complex r a t i n g ,  "A**, B*, C***," 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r  l e s b i a n  c h a r a c t e r s  o r  even ts  a r e  hand led v e r y  w e l l ,  
m i n o r  ones w e l l ,  and t h e  l a t e n t  m a t e r i a l ,  superb ly .  These r a t i n g s  a r e  n o t  
i n t e n d e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  1  i t e r a r y  qua1 i t y  o f  t h e  work a s  a  who1 e. For example, 
Shakespeare's As You L i k e  It r a t e s  a  "C**" and T w e l f t h  Nd h t  ge ts  a  p l a i n  "C." 
The i n t r o d u c t i o n  a l s o  c a u t i o n s  t h a t  i t  would he =--re-- a m s t a  e  t o  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  
o n l y  "A***'s" because t h e  a s t e r i s k  system i s  a  much more i m p o r t a n t  gu ide  t h a n  t h e  
l e t t e r  system, and a  "C***I1 may be a s  v a l u a b l e  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  
as  an "A***." 

- 
One fundamental  t h i n g  L.I.L. e d i t o r  Barbara Gr'der does n o t  d i s c u s s  i s  by what 
c r i t e r i a  c h a r a c t e r s  o r  a c t i o n  were judged t o  be " l esb ian . "  As a  ph i l osopher ,  i t  
was n a t u r a l l y  w i t h  t h i s  s o r t  o f  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I began t o  o r g a n i z e  my own searches 
and re /searches.  What was I g o i n g  t o  be l o o k i n g  f o r ?  I abandoned t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  
f o r m u l a t e  a  s e t  o f  necessary  and s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  a p p l y i n g  t h e  te rm 
" l e s b i a n "  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  W i t t g e n s t e i n i a n  idea  o f  l o o k i n g  f o r  " f a m i l y  resemblances, Ill 1  

i n  t h i s  case among t h e  v a r i o u s  women, r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  s t y 1  es, etc., t h a t  have been 
genera l  1  y des igna ted  "1 esb ian"  by  women who so i d e n t i f y  themselves. Combining 
t h e  f a m i l y  resemblance i d e a  w i t h  N i e t z s c h e ' s  i d e a  o f  a  "genealogy" (a h i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  a n c e s t o r s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  concept ) ,  I went t o  work on t h e  genea log ies  o f  t h r e e  
over1  a p p i n g  f a m i l  i e s  o f  womancenteredness: t h e  Amazonian, t h e  Sapphic, and 
r o m a n t i c  f r i e n d s h i p s  between women. Each has an a n c i e n t  h i s t o r y .  Each has a l s o  
been i d e n t i f i e d  by b o t h  f e m i n i s t s  and a n t i - f e m i n i s t s  a s  " l e s b i a n n - - r i g h t l y ,  I 
t h i n k ,  s i n c e  each i s ,  i n  i t s  own womanloving way, d e f i a n t  o f  p a t r i a r c h a l  s t e r e o -  
t ypes  o f  f e m i n i n i t y .  
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A woman may be counted an Amazon i f ,  1 i k e  Medusa (a l o o k  a t  whose face  i s  s a i d  
t o  have turned her male enemies t o  stone),  she i s  good a t  r e p e l 1  i n g  male 
a t tackers ,  o r  i f ,  1 i k e  t he  Black Sea Amazons, she i s  good on horseback o r  wears 
pants o r  i s  s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  use o f  weapons. Romantic f r i e n d s h i p  has an anc ien t  
model i n  t he  s t o r y  o f  Ruth, whose "whi ther  thou goest" speech t o  Naomi became 
p a r t  o f  t h e  Jewish heterosexual wedding ceremony. I n  modern t imes i t  i s  
exemp l i f i ed  by t he  Ladies o f  L langol len,  who eloped from I r e l a n d  t o  Wales- in  
1779, where they  1 ed t h e i r  remain ing 50 years and were v i s i t e d  by famous 
people o f  the day.lr I n  t he  Sa h i c  model o f  t he  teacher,  poet, and muse, the 
sexual passions become a focus -?- which i s  n o t  t o  imp l y  t h a t  they  a r e  absent i n  
t h e  o the r  cases). Of ten  they  a re  aroused i n  an a l l - f e m a l e  environment, 
surrounded by a severe ly  p a t r i a r c h a l  one--a g i r l s '  school, a convent, a women's 
pr ison.  They may u n i t e  women f a r  enough a p a r t  i n  age t o  be mother and daughter 
o r  c l o s e  enough i n  age t o  be s i s t e r s .  Lesbian c u l t u r e  i s  made no t  o n l y  by such 
i n d i v i d u a l s  and coup1 es bu t  a1 so, occasional 1 y, by communities forming counter -  
c u l t u r e s ,  such as e x i s t e d  i n  Rome i n  the  middle o f  t h e  1 9 t h  Century, i n  P a r i s  
and i n  Germany a t  the  t u r n  o f  t h e  century ,  and i n  Pa r i s  and London between t h e  
Wovld Wars. 

Th i s  approach t o  l e s b i a n  c u l t u r e  suggests a v a r i e t y  o f  places t o  search. I w i l l  
ment ion a few and i n d i c a t e  some examples o f  what can t u r n  up. Books on female 
adventurers,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on women i n  war and on women who passed as men, a r e  

' 
r i c h  sources o f  Amazon m a t e r i a l  and c u l t u r a l  heroes.13 The romant ic  escapades 
o f  Deborah Sampson, f o r  example, who fought  i n  t h e  American Revo lu t ionary  War and 
e v e n t u a l l y  r ece i ved  a pension f o r  her serv ices  from the  U.S. Govern n t ,  can be 
found i n  Herber t  Mann's The Female Review: L i f e  o f  Deborah SampsonJp Not t o  be 
missed, a1 so, i s  t he  h i l a r i o u s  picaresque autobioqraphy o f  Dofla Catal  i n a  de 
Erauso, a 17th-Century Spanish almost-nun who recounts-her  romant ic  adventures i n  
her s t o r y  o f  15 years as a s o l d i e r  i n  South America ( t r a n s l a t e d  by James 
F i t m a u r i c e - K e l  l e y  as The Nun Ensiqn and publ ished w i t h  an u n t r a n s l a t e  Spanish 
p l a y  based on  her  1 i f e ,  La Monja A l fe rez ,  by Juan Perez de Montal ban).15 More . 
women who passed as men a e documented as  c u r i o s i t i e s  i n  such works as, Bram 
Stoker ' s  Famous In ostersF6 ( i f  h i s  name i s  f a m i l i a r ,  you may remember him as 
the  author  ---bT- o f  Dracu a Oscar Paul G i l  b e r t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g  chapter  i n  French 

Women i n  Men's ~ u i s e l 7 ,  and Isobe l  Rme's The Stranqe S t o r y  o f  Dr.  James 
historyg A t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison the  l a t t e r  two works a r e  found 
n t h e  Middleton (Medical ) L ib ra ry ,  i n  t he  H i s t o r i c a l  Col l e c t i o n .  D r .  James 
Miranda B a r r y  (ca 1795-1 865) 1 ed a we1 1 -documented career as a B r i t i s h  m i l  i t a r y  
phys i c i an  and was o n l y  d iscovered t o  be a woman upon her death. Many c u r r e n t  
women's h i s t o r y  books erroneously  r e p o r t  t h a t  the  f i r s t  woman i n  modern t imes 
t o  r e c e i v e  a medical degree was E l i zabe th  Rlackwel l ,  who rece i ved  hers i n  1849 
from Geneva Co l l  ege i n  New York. Dr.  Bar ry  rece i ved  hers from Edinburgh 
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1812, a l r eady  passing, however, as male. She became an a c t i v i s t  
re former w i t h i n  her p ro fess ion  and a l s o  acqu i red  a considerable r e p u t a t i o n  as a 
" l a d i e s '  man." 

Daniel Defoe's General H i s t o r y  o f  t he  Robberies and Murders o f  t he  Most Notor ious 
Pyrates [s ic ] ,  f i r s t  publ ished i n  1724, inc ludes  s h o r t  b iographies o f  Ann Bonney 
and Mary Read, who were conv ic ted  o f  p i r a c y  i n  Jamaica i n  1720 and nar rowly  
esca ed execut ion. Steve Gooch's play, The Women P i ra tes :  Ann Bonney and Mar 
ReadPg does no t  take s e r i o u s l y  t he  romance between them, however, On the  o t h i r  - 
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end o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s c a l e  t h e r e  a r e  Lou ise  ~ a b 6  o f  16th-Century  France, whose 
h i g h l y  pass iona te  sonnets20 a r e  ded ica ted  t o  her womanfriend, C l h e n c e  de 
Bourges, and Queen C h r i s t i n a  o f  Sweden, who abd ica ted  t h e  t h r o n  i n  1654 under 
p ressure  t o  mar ry  (see Margaret  Go ldsmi th ' s  C h r i s t i n a  o f  Sweden51, t h e  
b iography d i s t o r t e d  i n  t h e  1933 f i l m ,  Queen C h r i s t i n a ,  s t a r r i n g  Garbo as  
C h r i s t i n a ) .  

I f  Amazon h i s t o r y  tends t o  come f rom t h e  l o w e s t  and t h e  h i g h e s t  s o c i a l  c lasses ,  
Sapphic m a t e r i a l s  come from t h e  e n t i r e  s o c i a l  spectrum, f r e q u e n t l y  f rom educa t iona l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  f rom p r i s o n s ,  and f rom t h e  wor lds  o f  t h e  f i n e  a r t s .  The C r i m i n a l  
J u s t i c e  L i b r a r y  i n  t h e  basement o f  t h e  Law B u i l d i n g  has r e l e v a n t  works on women 
i n  p r i s o n ,  such as  Rose G ia l l ombardo 's  S o c i e t y  o f  wonenz2, a  s t u d y  o f  A lderson 
Federal  P e n i t e n t i a r y  documenting t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  " f a m i l  y i  ng ," whereby p r i s o n e r s  
e n t e r  i n t o  p r i m a r y  l o v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  one another  and adop t  each o t h e r ' s  
f r i e n d s  as mother,  " fa the r , "  s i s t e r s ,  "bro thers , "  etc., complete  w i t h  i n c e s t  
taboos. The main  Law L i b r a r y  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e c e n t  Arno Press r e p r i n t  o f  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  t h e  Edinburgh t r i a l ,  1811-1819, Miss  Marianne Woods and Miss  Jane 
P i r i e  A q a i n s t  Dame Helen Cumning Gordon, i n  which t h e  former  two women, teachers  
i n  a  g i r l s '  school ,  sued t h e  l a t t e r  f o r  s lander  (and won, a p p a r e n t l y  because t h e  
judge  c o u l d  n o t  be1 i e v e  t h a t  women o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  c l a s s  c o u l d  be l e s b i a n s ) .  
L i l l i a n  Hellman based her  p lay ,  The C h i l d r e n ' s  Hour (1 932) on a n  account  she had 
read  o f  t h a t  event.  

The Kohl e r  ( A r t )  L i b r a r y ,  i n  t h e  E l  vehjem M u s e u n 2 ~ u i l  d ing,  houses much Sapph is t ry .  
See, f o r  example, W. G. Rogers '  Lad ies  B o u n t i f u l  on American e x - p a t r i a t e  women 
i n  London and P a r i s ,  many o f  them l e s b i a n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  N a t a l i e  C l i f f o r d  Barney, 
known as " t h e  Amazon o f  L e t t e r s " )  who gave c r u c i a l  suppor t  t o  a  number o f  now- 
famous w r i t e r s  and a r t i s t s  (such as James Joyce) d u r i n g  t h e  1920's and 1930's. 
There a r e  a l s o  r e p r o d u c t '  ns o f  t h e  a r t  o f  well-known l e s b i a n  p a i n t e r s ,  such as 
Rosa Bonheur (1 822-1 899)$!, who r e c e i v e d  perm s l o n  f rom t h e  French Government 
t o  wear pants,  and Romaine Brooks (1874-1 970) , l o v e r  o f  Nata l  i e  Barney f o r  
o v e r  50 years .  

The S l i d e  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Co l lege  L i b r a r y  i n c l u d e s  works o f  these and many 
o t h e r  l e s b i a n  a r t i s t s ,  such as  Edmonia Lewis (,1843-ca1900) and H a r r i e t  Hosmer 
(1 830-1 908), b o t h  American s c u l p t o r s  who s t u d i e d  i n  Rome, and t h e  photography o f  
Lady C l  ementi na Hawarden ( S c o t t i s h ,  1822-1 865) and A1 i c e  Austen (American, 
1866-1 952). The p o e t r y  o f  E m i l y  D ick inson  (some spoken, some s e t  t o  music  by 
composers, i n c l  u d i n g  Aaron Cop1 and), t h e  operas o f  Ger t rude S t e i n  (severa l  w i t h  
music by V i r g i l  Thomson), and t h e  l e s b i a n  b lues  songs o f  Bess ie  Smi th  and 
Ger t rude  ("Ma") Rainey can be l i s t e n e d  t o  a t  t h e  Tape C o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  
L i b r a r y  and i n  M i l l s  Music L i b r a r y .  Some sour es h e l p f u l  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  
r e l e  n t  works a r e :  C h r i s  A1 b e r t s a n ' s  Bessie26, Gennaine Greer ' s  The Obs tac le  
Racez9, Our R i  h t  t o  Love, e d i t e d  by v i m  v ida28  (Chapter 11, "Lesb ian 
mure"),duction t o  J.E.B. (Joan B i r e n ) ,  Eye t o  Eye: P o r t r a i t s  
o f  Lesbians. I found o v e r  70 s l i d e s  and o v e r  30 tapes and sound r e c o r d i n g s  
t h a t  a r e  r e l e v a n t  i n  one way o r  another .  

A t  p resen t  n e i t h e r  t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  Wiscons in 's  f i l m  c o l l e c t i o n  
nor  The Bureau o f  Aud iov isua l  I n s t r u c t i o n  (BAVI) has t h e  c l a s s i c s  o f  l e s b i a n  
f i l m ,  such as Maedchen i n  Uni form (German, 1931, L e o n t i n e  Sagan), O l i v i a :  P i t  
o f  Lone1 i n e s s  ' ( ~ r e n c h ,  1951 , Jacquel i n e  Audry), The C h i l d r e n ' s  Hour (American, 
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1961, W i l l i am Wyler, w i t h  Audrey Hepburn and S h i r l e y  MacLaine), o r  Queen 
C h r i s t i n a  (American, 1933, Mamoulian, w i t h  Garbo as Chr i s t i na ) .  For a p r ice ,  
these f i l m s  can be ordered through BAVI f o r  classroom use. For r e c e n t  
d iscussions o f  more 1 esbian f i lms, t he  f o l l o w i n g  a re  worth l ook ing  i n t o :  
Jum c u t  #24/25 has a specia l  sec t i on  on l e s b i a n  f i l m ;  Ga s & Film, ed i t ed  by 
7r-h i c  a r  DyerJO, has an i n t e r e s t i n s  essay, "Lesbians an k taro1 l n e  -- 
Sheldon; and The Cel l  u l o i d  closet:  ~omosexual i t y  i n  t h e  ~ ~ v i e s  by V i t o  c us so^' , 
wh i l e  mos t l y  about men, has i n fo rma t i on  about women, too, and inc ludes  a l ong  
f i lmography. 

A body o f  work I have n o t  mentioned--namely, t h a t  o f  t h e  l a t e  19th-Century and 
e a r l y  20th-Century male sex researchers, such as p s y c h i a t r i s t s  Richard von 
K ra f f t -Eb ing  and Have1 ock El 1  is--has been r e a d i l y  access ib le  t o  academicians 
f o r  decades. I t  t e l l s  more, however, about modern homophobia than about l e s b i a n  
cu l t u re .  S t i l l ,  t h i s  body o f  work has l e f t  i t s  mark on l e s b i a n  c u l t u r e  through 
such novels  as Radc ly f fe  H a l l ' s  The Well o f  Loneliness, banned i n  England i n  
1928 and "passed" i n  New York i n  1929. This  novel, managing t o  i nco rpo ra te  both 
the na ture  and n u r t u r e  t heo r i es  o f  t he  genesis o f  t h e  lesb ian ,  po r t rays  t h e  
i n t e r n a l  l z a t i o n  o f  homophobic s tereotypes and then, almost charming1 y, pleads 
f o r  to lerance,  on t h e  basis o f  i n c o r r i g i b i l i t y .  U n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  197O1s, i t  
was a lmost  t he  o n l y  l e s b i a n  novel widely  known and read by several  decades o f  

, lesb ians  i n  t he  Uni ted States. The o the r  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  I have mentioned above 
were the re  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  stacks from coast t o  coast, bu t  o n l y  t h e  homophobic 
research was r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  i n  t h e  card catalogues as ma te r i a l  o s t e n s i b l y  
about 1 esbians. 

-- Claudia Card 

[Claudia Card i s  a Rev01 t i n g  Hag w i t h  tenure i n  the Department o f  Philosophy a t  
t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison. She i s  a l so  a member o f  the Women's 
Studies Program a t  UW-Madison. She wears b lue  stock ings and lavender  t i e s ,  and 
she teaches e th ics ,  f e m i n i s t  philosophy, 'and l esb ian  cu l tu re . ]  
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Brown Hare (New York: V ik ing  Press, 1981 ), 

25. See Adelyn Breeskin 's  Romaine Brooks: T h i e f  o f  Souls (Washington DC: 
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. . 
FEMINIST FUTURES: SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY BY WOMEN I N  1981 

Feminists o f t e n  assume t h a t  sc ience f i c t i o n  and fantasy a re  a l l  "rayguns and 
rocke t  sh ips"  boys' l i t e r a t u r e  and thus a worthless form o f  popular l i t e r a t u r e .  
This  essay hopes t o  demonstrate t he  inaccuracy o f  t h a t  p re jud i ce  by focus ing  
on t h e  SF and fan tasy  publ ished by women authors dur ing  1981. As w i t h  a l l  
c r i t i c i s m ,  t h e  eva lua t ions  i n  t h i s  rev iew r e f l e c t  my own personal preferences, 
which a r e  f o r  i nnova t i ve  w r i t i n g  s ty les ,  s t rong  female characters,  and unusual 
a1 terna t e  worlds. 

S ince o n l y  a few o f  t he  works publ ished i n  t he  l a s t  year  can be discussed here, 
I have inc luded a se lected b i  b l  iography t o  a1 e r t  t h e  reader  t o  t he  impress ive 
scope o f  women's pub l i sh ing  i n  these genres. 'Almost a l l  t h e  w r i t e r s  l i s t e d  a r e  
wor th  l o o k i n g  i n t o  both as fem in i s t s  and as c rea to rs  o f  contemporary 1 i tera ture .  
Whi le most o f  t he  women w r i t e r s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  p r i n t  have appeared i n  t he  l a s t  
two decades, some women represented i n  the b ib l i og raphy  have a l ong  l i n e  o f  
previous1 y pub1 ished works--Marion Zimmer Brad1 ey, Juan i ta  Coul son, and Andre 
Norton come r e a d i l y  t o  mind. The 1981 pub l i ca t i ons  o f  these long-establ ished 
w r i t e r s  a re  n o t  necessa r i l y  rep resen ta t i ve  o f  t h e i r  best work and t h e r e f o r e  I 
have i n  some instances c i t e d  e a r l i e r  t i t 1  es which w u l d  p rov ide  a b e t t e r  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e i r  f i c t i o n .  For example, f o r  Bradley, I would recommend 
e i t h e r  The Shat tered Chain o r  The Her i tage  o f  Hastur i n  preference t o  Sharra's 
Ex i l e .  For Norton, I would suggest The Beast Master o r  Daybreak 2250 - 
r a t h e r  than The Forerunner. A few authors who have n o t  publ ished i n  t h e  l a s t  
year should 3 so be noted. Wr i t e rs  such as Octavia But1 er, Anne M c b f f r e y ,  
Chelsea Quinn Yarbro, Doris Piserchia,  Barbara Paul, Joanna Russ, and Ursula 
Le Guin--antholoaized. f o r  exam~le.  i n  the th ree  volumes ed i t ed  bv Pamela 

exp lo ra t ions  o f  f e m i n i s t  theory  through SF na r ra t i ves .  
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As a  genre, s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  i s  o f t e n  equated o r  confused w i t h  f a n t a s y .  Indeed,  
some o f  t h e  pub1 i c a t i o n s  under d i s c u s s i o n  h e r e  do n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  
between t h e  two genres. D e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  sometimes u s e f u l ,  however; I w i l l  
p r e s e n t  one o f  t h e  s i m p l e r  ones. Sc ience f i c t i o n  o f t e n  d e s c r i b e s  something 
t h a t  s h o u l d  happen, r a i s i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  how we g e t  f rom h e r e  t o  the re .  
Fantasy, o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand, n e i t h e r  r a i s e s  o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  by  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
f a n t a s y  w o r l d  as p o s s i b l e ,  n o r  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  how we would g e t  f r o m  
h e r e  t o  t h e r e .  B o t h  o f  t h e s e  genres  have t h e i r  a t t r a c t i o n s  f o r  f e m i n i s t  w r i t e r s - -  
f a n t a s y  because i t  a l l o w s  women t o  i n v e n t  any  s o r t  o f  c o n t e x t  f o r  t h e i r  
i m a g i n a t i v e  c r e a t i o n s ,  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  because i t  encourages t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  
p o s i t i v e  f e m i n i s t  f u t u r e s  wh ich  can s e r v e  as b o t h  exper imen t  and goa l .  SF i s  
e x c i t i n g  f o r  f e m i n i s t s  because i t  s p e c u l a t e s  abou t  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  ways w h i c h  add 
t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d l  ng o f  where contemporary  mora l  , I n t e l  1  e c t u a l  , and s o c i a l  v a l  ues 
may 1  ead us. 

Among t h e  w r i t e r s  who have come t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  SF and f a n t a s y  p u b l i s h i n g  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  decade o r  two a r e  women such as  Suzy McKee Charnas, Mar ta  Randal 1, 
James T i p t r e e ,  J r .  ( A l i c e  She ldon) ,  C y n t h i a  F e l i c e ,  Vonda Mc In ty re ,  C. J. Cherryh,  
T a n i t h  Lee, E l i z a b e t h  Lynn, and S u z e t t e  Haden E l g i n .  These a u t h o r s  w r i t e  o n  
f e m i n i s t  themes such as pe rsona l  freedom and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  se l f -awareness and 
s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  and r e p r o d u c t i v e  r i g h t s ,  as  w e l l  as  u t o p i a n  and d y s t o p i a n  f u t u r e s  
f o r  women--and t h e y  w r i t e  w e l l .  I n  t h e  p a s t  year ,  e x c e l l e n t  works by two o f  
t h e s e  w r i t e r s  (one SF and one f a n t a s y )  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  
c u l t u r e s  i n  wh ich  fema le  bond ing i s  an i m p o r t a n t  component. Charnas' "Scorched 
Supper on  New N i g e r "  i s  a  r o u s i n g  a d v e n t u r e  s t o r y  i n  t h e  b e s t  SF t r a d i t i o n ,  b u t  
i t s  s u b t l e  p l a y  on o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  male  and female  c h a r a c t e r s  i s  b o t h  
r e f r e s h i n g  and s t a r t 1  i n g .  El  g i n ' s  Ozark  Fantasy  T r i l o q y  has many s c i e n c e  
f i c t i o n a l  e lements.  I t t a k e s  p l a c e  o n  a n o t h e r  p l a n e t ,  i n v o l v e s  a l i e n  c o n t a c t  
and t r e a t s  magic as a  p s y c h i c  sc ience.  Ye t  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  use  o f  magic o n  t h i s  
p l a n e t  p o p u l a t e d  by  s e v e r a l  Ozark  c u l t u r a l  ana logs  c l a s s i f i e s  t h e  work most  
c l e a r 1  y as  f a n t a s y .  

C y n t h i a  F e l i c e ' s  The Sunbound and C. J. Cher ryh ' s  Downbelow S t a t i o n  c a l l  i n t o  
q u e s t i o n  a  c u r r e n t  c r i t i c a l  tendency t o  say  t h a t  women's SF i s  s o c i a l  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t e c h n o l o g i c a l .  B o t h  o f  t h e s e  works i n v o l y e  h i g h l y  t e c h n i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  work ings  o f  space s h i p s  and space s t a t i o n s  (as  does Cou lson 's  Tomorrow's 
H e r i t a g e )  , w h i l e  p u t t i n g  female  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  and power 
w i t h i n  i n t e r g a l a c t i c  c u l t u r e s  wh ich  have r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  men 
and women. The Sardonyx Net, by  E l i z a b e t h  Lynn, i s  a  complex m i x t u r e  o f  
f e m i n i s t  themes, s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n a l  t r a p p i n g s  ( such  as space s t a t i o n s  and 
advanced t e c h n o l o g y )  and s o c i a l  t h e o r y .  O f t e n  d i s t u r b i n g  f o r  i t s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  
t h e  pe rsona l  weaknesses o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  power, I t  has a l r e a d y  
been w i d e l y  p r a i s e d  f o r  i t s  1  i t e r a r y  e x c e l  1  ence. 

Severa l  p r o m i s i n g  young a u t h o r s  have sur faced i n  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  yea rs .  
N o t a b l e  newcomers i n c l  ude J u l  f a n  May, J u l  een Brant ingham, E i l  een Kernaghan and 
Nancy Kress. K ress ' s  The P r i n c e  o f  Morn ing B e l l s  i s  a  mo ld -b reak ing  f a n t a s y  
work  wh ich  d e s c r i b e s  a  f a n t a s y  q u e s t  made by  a  young p r i n c e s s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  
h e a r t  o f  t h e  wor ld .  On t h e  way, she has a  s e t  o f  adven tu res  wh ich  a r e  a1 so 
metaphors  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  c u r r e n t  impor t .  For 
example, she i s  enchanted by monks who a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  groups a c c o r d i n g  t o  
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the  names used f o r  subatomic p a r t i c l e s  known as "quarks." The mature w r i t i n g  
s t y l e  and i n n o v a t i v e  s t o r y  make t h i s  an unexpectedly good f i r s t  novel. P a t r i c i a  
Wrightson i s  another 1981 a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  American fan tasy  reade r ' s  b ib1 iography. 
An A u s t r a l i a n  w r i t e r  who uses abo r i g i na l  myth t o  c rea te  her fan tasy  works, 
Wrightson i s  we l l  known t o  readers on t h a t  con t i nen t  and t o  those versed i n  
c h i l d r e n  ' s  fan tasy  a l l  over  t he  Engl ish-speaking world. 

A d i f f i c u l t  ques t ion  t o  answer f o r  SF and fan tasy  i n i t i a t e s  i s  how t o  ge t  access 
t o  impor tan t  r ecen t  works by women. The publ i c  1  i b r a r y  o f t e n  has an SF c o l l e c t i o n  
i n  hardback, b u t  t h i s  u s u a l l y  emphasizes t h e  o l d  standards who are, as you may 
have guessed, male. The Madison Pub1 i c  L i b r a r y  has a small paperback c o l l e c t i o n  
a lso,  f o r t u n a t e  s i nce  many o f  t he  works mentioned a r e  o n l y  publ ished i n  mass- 
market format. Again, however, women w r i t e r s  a r e  underrepresented. The same 
statement may be made about t he  UW-Memorial L i b ra ry ,  a1 though t h e i r  co l  l e c t i o n  
o f  SF c r i t i c i s m  i n  several  languages i s  enviable.  The Le i su re  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  
UW-Madison's undergraduate 1 i b r a r y  i s  r e l a t i v e 1  y  cur ren t .  I n  general ,  however, 
one can expect a  good SF c o l l e c t i o n  o n l y  i n  l i b r a r i e s  where t h e r e  i s  an SF 
en thus ias t  on t he  s ta f f - -and  then c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  o f t e n  l i m i t e d  by budget 
considerat ions.  I n  t h e  l a s t  instance, your  best  source o f  r e c e n t  SF and fan tasy  
by women i s  a  f r i e n d  w i t h  a good c o l l e c t i o n  (you 'd  be su rp r i sed  how many o f  your 
female f r i e n d s  w i l l  t u r n  o u t  t o  be SFI fantasy readers)  o r  a  good used bookstore. 

-- Jan ice  M. Bogstad 

[Janice M. Bogstad rece ived  her Bachelors and Masters degrees i n  Comparative 
L i t e r a t u r e  a t  UW-Madison. She i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  Doctoral  Candidate i n  t h a t  
program, spec ia l  i z i n g  i n  Twent ie th Century Anglo-American, French and Chinese 
L i t e r a t u r e .  Her d i s s e r t a t i o n  t o p i c  concerns fome aspects o f  Anglo-American and 
French sc ience f i c t i o n  read from a f e m i n i s t  perspect ive.  Ms. Bogstad has e d i t e d  
and co-edi ted an amateur c r i t i c a l  j ou rna l ,  JANUS, which was nominated f o r  a  
Hugo award f o r  t he  years 1977, 1978, 1979, and now e d i t s  t he  j ou rna l  NEW MOON, 
a  q u a r t e r l y  o f  science f i c t i o n  and c r i t i s a l  feminism. She combines academic 
and publ i s h i n g  q c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  employment as a t echn i ca l  w r i t e r  and ed i to r . ]  

BIBLIOGRAPHY \ 

I. Works o f  Science F i c t i o n  and Fantasy. 

Brad1 ey, Marion Zimmer. The He r i  taqe o f  Hastur. New York: DAW Books, 1975. 

----------------------. Sharra 's  E x i l  e. New York: DAW Books, 1981. 

----------------------. The Shat tered Chain. New York : DAW Books, 1  976. 

# Brantingham, Jul een. "The Saty rs '  and Dryads' C o t i l l  ion." I n  New Dimensions 12. 
Ed. Marta Randall, and Robert S i lverberg.  New York: Pocket Books, 1981, 
pp.175-190. 

Carr, Terry ,  ed. The Best Science F i c t i o n  o f  t he  Year 10. New York: Pocket 
Books, 1981. 

---.----------- . Fantasy Annual I V .  New York: Pocket Books, 1981. 

Page Twenty-Six 



** Charnas, Suzy. "Scorched Supper on New Niger." I n  The Best Science F i c t i o n  
o f  t h e  Year 10. Ed. Te r r y  Carr. New York: Pocket Books, 1981, pp.23-62. 

* ,,,,, ,, ,,,,-, . "Unicorn Tapestry." I n  Fantasy Annual I V .  Ed. T e r r y  Carr. 
New York: Pocket Books, 1981 , pp.139-202. 

** Cherryh, C.J. Downbelow S ta t i on .  New York: DAW Books, 1981. 

------------ . S u n f a l l  . New York: DAM Books, 1981 . 
------------. Wave Wi thout  a Shore. New York: DAW Books, 1981. 

Clayton, Jo. The Nowhere Hunt: A Novel o f  t h e  Diadem. New York: DAM Books, 
1 981 . 

Coul son, Juani ta .  Tomorrow's Her i tage.  Book One o f  Ch i ld ren  o f  t h e  Stars .  
New York: B a l l  a n t i n e  Books/Dell Rey Books, 1981 . 

De Vet, Char1 es, and Kather ine  MacLean. Second Game. New York: DAW Books, 1981. 

E isens te in ,  P h y l l i s .  I n  t h e  Hands o f  Glory.  New York: Pocket Books, 1981. 

** E lg i n ,  Suze t te  Haden. Twelve F a i r  Kinqdoms. Book 1 o f  The Ozark Fantasy 
T r i l o g y .  Garden C i t y  NY: Doubleday, 1981. 

** ,,,,,,,--,,,,,-,-,,, The Grand Jubi lee.  Book 2 o f  The Ozark Fantasy T r i l o g y ,  
Garden City NY: b u b l  eday, 1981 . 

** ,,,-,,,,----~,,---,, . And Then T h e r e ' l l  Be Fireworks. Book 3 o f  The Ozark 
Fantasy T r i l o g y .  Garden City NY: Doubl eday, 1981. 

Fel i ce ,  Cynth ia .  The Sunbound. New York: De l l  Books, 1 981 . 
* Henderson, Zenna. " T e l l  Us a Story." In-The Best Science F i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Year 

10. Ed. Te r r y  Carr. New York: Pocket B o o k ,  ,l - 981, pp.267-312. 

# Kernaghan, E i leen .  Journey t o  A p r i l  i o t h .  New ~ o r k :  Ace Books, 1980. 

Kidd, V i r g i n i a .  M i l l e n i a l  Women. New York: D e l l ,  1979. 

#** Kress, Nancy. The Pr ince  o f  Morning Be l l s .  New York: Pocket Books, 1981. 

Lannoy, Kathinka. "D rugs ' l l  Do You." I n  Terra SF: The Year's Best European SF. 
Ed. Richard Nolane. New York: DAW Books, 1981. 

* Lee, Tani th .  The S i l  ver  Metal Lover. Garden City NY: Nelson Doubleday, 1981. 

** Lynn, El izabeth.  The Sardonyx Net. New York: Putnam, 1981 . 
---------------. "The Woman i n  t h e  Phone Booth." I n  New Dimensions 12. 

Ed. Marta Randal l ,  and Robert  S i l ve rberg .  New York: Pocket Books, 1981. 

Page Twenty-Seven 



McIntyre, Vonda. " E l  f leda." I n  New Dimensions 12. Ed. Marta Randall, and 
Robert S i l ve rberg .  New York: Pocket Books, 1981, pp.87-106. 

MacLean, Katherine. See: De Vet, Charles, and Kather ine MacLean. 

Maxwell, Ann. The Jaws o f  Menx. New York: New American L fb ra ry lS igne t  
Books , 1981 . 

* May, Jul fan. The Many Colored Land. New York: Houghton M i f f 1  fn,  1981. 

Nolane, Richard, ad. Terra SF: The Year's Best European SF. New York: DAW 
Books , 1 981. 

Norton, Andre. The Beast Master. Greenwf ch CT: Fawcett, 1978. 

-------------. Daybreak 2250 A.D. New York: Ace Books, 1954. 

-------------. The Forerunner. New York : Pinnacl e Rooks, 1981. 

Pangborn, M. "The Confession o f  Hamo." I n  Fantasy Annual I V .  Ed. Ter ry  Carr. 
New York: Pocket Books, 1981, pp.237-256. 

Randall, Marta. "The Second Decade." I n  New Dfmensfons 12. Ed. Marta Randall, 
and Robert  S i l ve rberg .  New York: Pocket Books, 1981, pp.9-10. 

--------------, and Robert Sf1 verberg, eds. New Dfmensions 12. New York: 
Pocket Books, 1 981 . 

#* Salmonsen, Jessfca Amanda. Tomoe Gozen. New York: Ace Books, 1981. 

Sargent, Pamela, ed. Women o f  Wonder: Science F f c t f o n  S to r ies  by Women About 
Women. New York: Vfntage Books, 1975. - 

-------------------. More Women o f  Wonder: Scf ence F i c t f o n  Novelettes by Women 
About Women. New York: Vi,ntage Books, 1976.' 

-------------------. The New Women o f  Wonder : Recent Scf ence Ff c t f o n  S to r f  es 
by Woman About Women. New York: Vintage Books. 191 7 1 

Tip t ree ,  James, Jr. (pseud., along w i t h  Racoona Sheldon, f o r  Mary A1 i c e  Sheldon). 
'Slow Musf c." I n  The Best  Science F i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Year 10. Ed. Te r r y  Carr. 
New York: Pocket Books,' 1981, pp.375-422. 

Van Scyoc, Sydney J. Sunwaffs. New York: Berkley, 1981. 

** Womanspace: Future and Fantasy; S to r i es  and A r t  by Women. Lebanon NH: New 
V l c to r f a ,  1981. (Address: 7 Bank St., Lebanon NH 03766) 

* Wood, Susan, ed. Room o f  One's Own v.6, nos.1-2, 1981 : "The Femfnfst Scfence 
F f c t f o n  and Fantasy Issue." 

Page Twenty-Eight 



Wren, M. K. Sword o f  t h e  Lamb. Book 1 o f  The Phoenix Leqacy. New York: 
Ber k l  ey Books , 1 981 . 

---------- . Shadow o f  t h e  Swan Book 2 o f  The Phoenix Legacy. New York: 
. Ber k l  ey Boo ks, 1 981 . 

----------. House o f  t h e  Wolf. Book 3 o f  The Phoenix Legacy. New York: 
Berk l  ey Books , 1 981 . 

#* Wrightson, P a t r i c i a .  The Dark B r i q h t  Water. New York: Atheneum, 1979; New 
York: Bal l a n t i n e  Books/Del Rey Books, 19'81. 

#* -------------------. The I c e  I s  Cominq. New York: Atheneum, 1977; New York: 
B a l l a n t i n e  Books/Del Rey Books, 1981. 

11. Journals  and C r i t i c i s m .  

[To my knowledge, Prof. B a r r ' s  work i s  t h e  f i r s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  essays on feminism 
and sc ience f i c t i o n .  Pe r i od i ca l  s and an tho log ies  1 i s t e d  below have, however, 
inc luded a number o f  essays by and about women i n  science f i c t i o n .  --J.M.B.] 

Aurora. T r i - qua r te r1  y.  SF-3, P.O. Box 1624, Madison W I  53701 -1 624. Barr, 
m e n e  S., ed. Fu tu re  Females: A C r i t i c a l  Anthology. Bowl ing Green OH: 

Bowl ing Green S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  Popular Press, 1981. 

Ex t ra  l a t i o n s .  Thomas Clareson, ed. The Kent S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y  Press, Kent OH 
--ah--- 
Ma1 i k ,  Rex, ed. Future Imperfect:  Science Fact and Science F i c t i o n .  London: 

Frances P in te r ,  1981. 

New Moon. Janice M. Bogstad, ed. SF-3, -P.O. Box 1624, Madison W I  53701-1624; 
o r  P.O. Box 2056, Madison W I  53701 -2056. 

Science F i c t i o n  Studies. Marc Angenot, C. E lk ins ,  and R. Phllmus, eds. McGi l l  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  A r t s  B l  dg., 853 Sherbrooke S t .  W. ,' Montreal ,  Quebec H3A 2T6, Canada. 

So la r i s .  No rbe r t  Spehner, d i r ec teu r .  565 Avenue de Provence, Longaui l  , Quebec 
-3~3, Canada. 

* Recommended 
** H i g h l y  recommended 
# By new authors ( u s u a l l y  w i t h  under f i v e  p u b l i c a t i o n s )  

Page Twenty-Ni ne 


