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s AND UNIONISH

és Waé 6aesar's Gaul, is div -
deé into three parts. ‘In ﬁhe parlance of her pe0ple,
ey are de31 nated as East Tennessee. Mlddle Tennessee,
nd West Tennesseev hese div1sions are glven officlal
'ognitlon in- her constltution and laws. @he eastern
ortion is composed of a valley lylng hetween the volcania
Unaka mountaxns on tne east and 1ncludes the eastern escarpQ
ment of the Oumberland plateau on the wests It is 500
m‘les 1n length and varles in width from 50 to 75 mlles.
The valley is cut off from Keatueky on the north by the
Gumberland mountalns Whloh extend westward and southward
and 1is hemmed in by the Ghllowee, Iron, and Allegheny
maantalns on the south whieh also serVe to separate 1t
from Georgla and Alabama.1
In these sarroundxng moantalns arise the
fdllnch the Holston, the Waﬁaaga. the Nallchacky, tha
;French Broaa and other streams whose eomblned volame
 makes ap the Tennessee rlver.gbﬂhls stream flews south-
'Ward through the valley into Alabama, and then, 1nstead
of contlnaing toward the Atlantlc seabcard turns west—

the Rise, Progress en d
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Chattanoaga and transverses the whele of northern/

then it Blows back into Tenﬂessee. Cress

rder into Tannessee near the elty of Florenae 1t 

due north ‘across the state, parallel w1thdthe
ipri river, and empties into the Ohio at Padak hQ
art of the river situsted in EaSt“Téﬁmeéséé:is”ﬁbﬁ‘
, except for small boats, but its western branch
er and‘serves Middle and West Ténﬁééseé és the main
 éfnﬁransportation for their cotton crop.
Thirfy counties are included in the eons€i~
Onalydiv131on of East Tennessee, the largest being
whose county seat &nOXV111e, 14 the most lmportant
in the seetlon, because of its size and 1ccation
1e geégraphical center of the region. It is, in
tion, the commenéial and‘politicaijheéaQuafteré.
“Kncxville ‘emanated the one newspaper of the dlstrlct,

. 3
Knoxville Whig, edited by Parson Brownlow.

'ghe mountain whites who inhabit this region
e'thevdescendanﬁs of the Seotch=-Irish immigrants‘af'the‘
ghteanth eentury. "Dhese Irish repréSentatiVes'of the

stated Mx. Roesavelt in The Winning of the

"Wera to the West almost what the Puritans were to

",; Temple, East
(Cincinm




y other races they

~t£é’distincfly and
yfe the pioneers of our
e Eemmed in, in their
Jr‘ctlcally isolatedfhome,;fhéy remainedymaeh‘as they
rere on thelr arrlval ia &merica, resembling each other
at‘a llttle and 1nclined to be dlfferent from their
‘ﬂeighbors of the plaxns.a’

In 1061 When the fever of secesslon was
1sweeping over the soath Tennessee was taken out of the
TUaion throagh the machinatioas of the people of the
«plalns, but the eastern saction of the state remalned
rioyal to the Union. It is dlfflealt to see at the first
glance that they had anythxng te galn by remalnlng true
fa a faraway gOVernment and an abstract Unlon when her
own and the sarroandxng states had left 1t. Sbrong ana
conflzetiug forces were at work pulling this small group
'ef people in each dlreotlon, but they made thelr deolslon
,‘and, after it was made, never wavered in its sapport |
 throaghoat all the years of the war and ander the most
‘trylng clreumstances. o

| One of the strongest ties with the northern

states was a Demoeratle soeial system based on s commanity

. T Hoosevelt, Op. Cit., Vol. I, 103
5. Ibia,02




‘ small landowners‘ In 1860 in s pepalatlen of 321 672,
-thére were in 28 éeaﬁtles;of ‘ast Tennessee 20, 711 land-
wners.6 Becaase thls revioﬁ was poerly adapted to the
@ulture of riee. cotten,'and indi o the plantatlan system
 had never gotten a feethal& there.7 In the adaacent dis=-
_triets of Middle and West Tennessee, cotton flourished

and plantations consistigg‘ef many seres of the flat

table-land grew up; as early as 1787 only about one-

i R GrPsiE s LTk ; . 8
eighth of the adalts in those sections were landowners.

fAs 8 consequenee of thls system of small farmers East
Tennessee Was not bardened to any large extent w1th the
T“peeallar 1nst1tutlon" of the Souath. In 1858 there were
in that seotion 12 546 slaves Valued at %9 309, 025.9

‘The ratios ef slaves to whlte people ranged in the dlffer~
'ént coantles from l to 31x, and from one to 60. In
two-thirds of the countles the scale was frd@ one in 20
yta one im 6@. From these flgures lt is appareﬂt that the

» slave did not constltute -8 soclal problem and that the
 peoplekW§re at liberty to make thelr;d60131ens free from

; the‘infiaendéfof thekfééefprohlems' "The mountaihaers,“f
yﬁrote Mr. Humaé,~"stricﬁly speaking felt no concern aboat

"the institafién df slavery itseif; and knew but littlé.,,?a
Generally, they looked apon slavery as something’foreign
-E_"—ﬁ7_§7"09nsus ﬁepent 1860
7e Temple, Cit

8. ;?. : f ',’From Frontler to Plantatlen in
1Nes iV . Care Press, Chapel Elll
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elhey had no imperative, philan-

LR e * 10
thropic impulses to ontend againet 1t. Thls statenent

eis sapported by M ~,eemP1e in East &ennessee and’ the
1Civ11'War- "The‘first settlers seemed to have no moral
gatﬁltade elther right or wrong coneernlng the holding of
slaves.™ ;1 Such an attltade had net always preValled nor
 is it aﬁ accurate plcture of the feellngs of each 1nd1v1d-
ual. Dr. Rankin came from East Tennessee and the abolition-
1iet Lundy, had sojourned there$ alse, the first antl—

”slavery newspapers had been publlshed in th&s reg ion,

The Manamissien Intelligencer, The Emanelpater, Nhe
12

‘Genias ef Unlversal Lmanelpatlon, and 80 forth.

Sometime between 1825 and 1854 ant1~slavery
agitation died due te the pre-slavery influence growxng
ap in the ad;elnlng reelens.‘ In 1857 it was an East
1Tennessee pelitlcian Earson Brownlew, whe presented
the pro~slavery arguments in 8 debate w1th the Reverend
“Prynne at Philadelphla.ls HlS personal epinion of slave

Zewnership was presented in the following remark

Themas We Humes » The L 1 Moantaineers of Tennessee,
: (Rnoxville, ., 16868
Temple, :
Humes,
We Go Brown ow,

~ {Nashvi




Democratlc leader of the dlstrict ‘slaVery was. merely an

in eontrast te the p verty“strleken Methadlst parson,
~this apostle of eqaalit“ osséssed elwht sla.ves.;6
‘Undoabbedly this passxve attitude Was shared by & ma}orlty
1 of the 1nhab1tants of the region. 7
Uﬂllke the neighborlng Seuthern gentlemen who
rwent te heaven by way of the Episcepal charoh these Seotch~e
Irlsh for the most part took the Methodlst and Presbyterian |
reaﬁes.lv Théy were 1ntensely Protestant and could feel
nothxng bat hatred and contempt for anything smacklng of
Cathallclsm.  mhe Methodxst church in East Tennessee :
,had been opposed to slavery,,but when the natlonal church
spllt into northern and soathern branehes in 1844 over
',that questlon she threw in her loﬁ with that of her
Southern nelghbors.' This. due to her ge@graphical p031-
;tlan, was only 10glcal.. Mr. Temple, a contemporary, Ln
ertlﬂP on the split in the churohes feels that 1t was
8 forerunner and helpggvfe prepare the people psycholen»
ically fer SeGeSSth. ' he actlon of East Tennessee
seemq to prova that on the issue of slavery alone she

was wxiling passi yquiesce 0 the southern stand.
W. Brownlaw @hes of the Rise, Progress, and

 15. Re We T nas f* 71iﬂ, ¥ and Patrlot

16. T+ W. Prestc 1 Sketches of the Holstcn Valleys,
4h 19267, 165 ,




does not effer as clear~
eat a case for‘ he Union, b presents a 31taatlen vhere

one set of adv ,tages 185t ,a‘weighed agalnst another.

‘Bast Tennessee, a and ef small Scoteh~Irlsh farmers

engaged for the most part 1n raising hogs and hominy,

was second only be the valley of Vlrglnla. in the Soath
'as 8 grain—grQW1ng dlstriat. Indlan corn and wheat con=
stltated the great staples. In addltlen, rye. oats,
backwheat p@tatoes of the sweet and Irish varieties,'
woal flax. and hay were prodaced in great abandanee.lg
In 1856 26 eountles of East Tennassee produced 10 998, 654
bushels of Indian corn and 1, 815 338 bushels of Wheat.
That year, the same 26 eountles passessea 59, 599 horses,
10 502 males, 175, 952 cattle, 170, 551 sheep, and 542,356
swine.ze Thé grain was used for home consumptlon, dis—'

| tillatlen, and feeding stock or ws shipped to the
southern market. The stock was sent, in the wxnter
months, over the mountains into SQath Carollna, Georgla,
Alabama, and Floridav these states also furnlshed

‘markets for flour gsent to them asually by wagon train.
The river was used te transport flear, Whlskey, brandy,

dried frults, iren, nalls and castlngs into Alabama,
- 21 Y

| Ig! , Op. Oit., 212 | | e
20, 2 ry i altaral Sﬁahieties.-1856

21. . ‘ Iistorical Statistieal and
’ : 0 East Temmessea, ~,




‘is evident that th"”ahanaant pr@ducts;of

i disposad of in the
‘ them. This advantage
ah lmmedlate one 1n favor of seee331an.‘ Hevertheless;,f
fweapon coald not be breaght te hear by the Seuth W1th
sueeess, heeaase a 1aek ef transportation had always
it impossxble for these people t0 take advantage of
soathern market ta its follest extent., It was aseless,
refore to threaten te deprive her of somethiag that she
ver’raally had possessea.: The soathern markeb stlll ;
ained an 1mmad1ate loss that eould not e underestlmated'
n&v,he resnlts woula be extens;ve and undeniable to thls
mparatlvely anprospereas reylon. , .
@he lack of transportatlon cut off interc@arse
th the eatslde world and stifled tha economle liie of
he reg;on. The stery of the long and contlnued agitatlon
‘fyﬁhe pe0p1e_for rqads,iturnplkesy and rgilxoads,_and their
ailure to gét them, is the political history of Eest |
f‘aessee sznae 1860. : : | k | ,
When maeadaml ed roads were flrst constraet—
in the state in ;856 ‘ast Tennessee recelvea no aid
rom the state fcr ény‘s éh raads, beeaase the coantry
| i “he topography sach as ta

£ tQ he profltable.




'he roads were:built'byt‘ ;____V'irms and the profits were

ot enough to warrant il ing:roads in moantalnous East -
iénneSsees kHoweve om B‘O:ta 1850, as many as 15
ellroads were ehart‘ ed and ballt with Nashville as a
enter; these served té tap the eommerce of a few of the,
'est western counties of the eastern r_egien.?5 At the

,ame time the city of KﬁQXVllle was importing her menu=-
aetares by wagon from the Atlantlc seaboard and exporting
ar produce down the Tennessee river to Narthern Algh ama
:;tg New Onleané.?é This siteation was pa:tiglly relieved -
hen the East Tennessee and Georgia railroad was built

o Knoxv111e connectlng that section w1th the southern
railway system, The roads are described by Mr. De Bow

,1850;’"$énnéésee, having in the'cparsg of construection,

r nearly’ebmpiete, her ?Oad from Chattagpaga to Nashville,
to conneétkwithytheycharlestcn‘and savannsh railrosds,

nd &#bﬁher,xoad from the same point to Knoxville'ihtended
to he céntinued ta.Abingdon where it will intersect the
:Abinpdon and Lynehburg, or East Tenneggee and Virginia

'rallroad whose termlnas is Qichnend.

By 1860' has,,‘ ‘essee was connected with the

:tatis-»»
and more par wl,e,a,l;a.:ly
rn States~, TR




;a taneoga ma in' 18 ~¢‘w;~;: ‘he road an 1nd1g>ensahk£, H

‘nk in the chaia ef:rallroads‘tha‘,connected Washxnpten
Wlth Chattaneooa an ab‘iqaently'ﬁlth Atlanta and M0b118.26
At Ghattanooga the 1f  “neheﬁ cenneating her thh |
‘ | \‘{eleth L@alsville. Frem &tlanta there~“
're raxlroad lines goxncr ta Eensaaola, Augusta, Charleston
Mentgemery. and Savannah. From Memphls there were lines
continaxnv on to Vleksburg ana New Orleans. When these
reads were completeé they were hailed by Unien~1OV1ng
bast Tennesseans as the saviors of the Union.av These
'oads had been bailt by prlvate companies aided by smb- |
sarlptlen and by $16 406 OOO granted to them by the state;gs
This moantainoas reglon had undar its rough
sarface the material for the prodaetlon of great wealth.‘~'
Copper, gold sxlver,‘lead 21nc, manganese, miea, eor»,j
;an&am, and qaartz, together w1th iron and eeal weré
fdeposlted there in large quantlties. Baildlng materlals.
“sach as hardwood tlmber, llmestone and marble of many
5_varmeties were abundant throagheat the dlstriet.zg There

‘:_were +W9 larae 1ron dep081ts, the Eatern aﬂa Dyestone,




was foand in he san 4 cts, there being an area‘
4, 400 square miles of stone coal‘ln the state,sé .
nsequently, East 7 nn‘ssee presented te the manafacturer
: /raw materlals,“théqcensamer of the manafactared art- .
,s;’a lew-prieed 1abor sapply, and anrivalled and an-
ited amounts of Water power.
| It is aneertain jast When the 1ndustrial
ssibilities of the reglen began to play ) part in the
eaghts of the 1nhab1tants, bat there can be little deubt
at‘lt was the basis of mach of the politlcal thlnklng
thelr leaders duwing thls deeade from 1850 to 1860.
e growth -of manafactares daring this decade was slow
o in a‘pesitlve dlf@@tlonc The only ones 1lsted by
Bow for Tennessee 1n 1856 were 50 cotton factorles,
ployxng %100 OGO of invested capital.sl in 1860 ﬁhe‘
nsus lists 88,saeh-factories for~East Tennessee alone.zz |
,ere is also a eomplete reaordﬂof all kinds of faatorles
rem those employlng a single ind;v;daal to those emplcy-
ng ever 500¢ For 217 of the counties of hast Tennessee
hese ‘number l 099, empl@ylng 5, 569 hands with all 1nvested
i ,re Were extensxve iron nall

nd castlng establishments : the apper countles of the

alley, & patent axi and too ‘faetory, several small cot~

‘Raport(of Sta e Ge stfin Gallaated Records,

Ihid, Pable N




‘136@; Were‘an ideal

'1f§99'e8tablishménté'avera

‘Aailable G&piﬁal.’ Ear“fa11 nea11zat1en,of the
ﬁaaStrlai‘pesSibilitiés Qf“the region, transportation
ad ﬁb'he‘made availéblefﬁo'distribate the prodects When

prodaee and there had to be an inflax ‘of capital which,
1§ was believed, wonld immediately fellew the aeqalsltlon
of a transportatlon system.

For internal improvements “the people leeked

to the nétiOnal‘goYernment, and the for ths'maeh«needed

capital, to the‘eapitaliSts:of the North and East, They
early affllia‘bed mth thaf‘falitieal party that woula p,rom-
1se te segure these needs fer them and the natloﬂal

party organmzatlen added one more tie to the Union. Their

‘pIOblem'ﬁas Whéther to give up the’immediate'soathern"marke‘
ot for thelr hogs and hominy, or to stay with the Uaion e
n order to realize thelr fatare industrial possibilitles.~

he ma;erity chose the latter course.

7d;sﬁ:10t3,of West and

tic while tha smgllv£§§m’




masority;
By 1850 Aﬂdrew Ja@k—

on was definitely all Wi‘hxtherplantes;elass in

nessee. Ths,amailwf; rs of East Tennessee soon

arty and its leaden.a In 1853. Galhaan and his followers.
dvocating nallification, free trade, striet constrwatlcn,
nd states' rights, left the;ﬂemoaratlcparty,éé,mhey_
*jeined,the Nationalﬂﬁepabliaan party led by Clay.
"Dhes in the spring of 1834, the Nstional
 Whig‘party:was born. Its parents were the Anti-tariff
 and strict constrauction 'Whig' following, largely lo-=
‘éated in~th@ gouth and under the leadership;ef~9a1hoan,\
;and Clay's National Repablican Party.;..lf; indeed it was
g strange union, it was becasse it was dlctated by pol- |
itical cénsiﬁeratiogs; it never claimed to be a real
~love mateh, The Qfﬁépring was of necessity a hybrid.
stnangely,enbﬁgﬁ,fhowever, it was only during its infaney"
and youth that 1ts characteristics betrayed its mongrel
Qrigxnv When it reached maturity, the qualities 1nher1ted
from the National Republican Earty asserted an absolute o

37
predominance."

LR 0. P. emple ‘No 1;n 1Ean,0f ignnessee, (New York, 1912),
56s A Co Gele.ﬁ«j' hig Party in the South, '

374 Ibid, 50




?ments te he pai& fo; b t_emNatloﬂal gavernment frem |
*nevenae aerived frem a hlgh preteetiVe tariff. There
was no plaee 1n saeh a seheme for the dectrlnes of states'
;rlghts and strlet eonstruatlon, 80 Calhoan eventually
eturned to the Bemoeratlc Party.?s
East Tennessee was quiek te support the

'pellcles of a natlonal bank and internal imprOVements,

but prffzzﬁ}#g tariff did not gaxn support there untll

is fact is sxgnlfiaant not only becaase xb
represents the aeeeptanee of the Whlg platform in lﬁS'
‘entirety, hut 1t is also 1ndiesive of the reallzation
of the realon s 1ndastr1al possxbilitles by its in-
hahitants. Kot only dld they need 1nternal 1mprave—f
ments to make industry pess1ble but preteetion for thelr
’factorles When they were establlshed. It is natural that
'the backbone ef the Whlg ?arty in hast Tennessee was
esnstltute& by the eemmaralal inﬁerests.ﬁg The cemmerelal
’ and professional men were _;arlstecrats of the reglon,
»3“3t~a8;a,15f83 §3‘ “i7 ' ‘wealth, intelllgenzg and -

lglgeud to thte , partys

BB 4 - , G , :
39, James n nnessee, the Making of 8

.40, Cole,




“lpe#ties'Wefefreﬁéiﬁed,
:bét there was & re-slignment. ; e‘tehdency~iﬁ theﬁSeath 
,wes, fer Unien Thi f‘es well as the llmited greep of
states' rights Whlgsfi‘ ;rensfer ‘their allegianee to the
[Demeeratie Partyaéx*,“:*fﬁee_‘ef East Tennessee hewever,
‘stayed with the Whlg party, praised the Compromise of
1850 stated thelr eonfidence in the North and prepared
to sustain the laws.42
In 1866 the/Whige were fer the preservation

of the Union,_the dmmam benam ef the nationsl life,

When the malntenéhee of the Unlon Was aeepaxdlzed slavery
and‘every other minor issae mest eempromise or give‘Way.43'
~Thee the national party policy was in complete harmeny‘
‘ w;th the pelitleal. eeonomie, and social forces of East

Tennessee.

' W. G. Brownlow was the greatest of the Whig

leaders in East Tennessee, peseessingia”JaekSenianVWill,

and. at the same ﬁime, a kindllness of disposition that
44 :

linked him te men "as w;th hooks of steel." The

,Knexville Whig, whieh he edlted was pervaded by hls

aanntless spirit. H raee ﬁ&yﬁard was able to command

: the confidence of his fellow eltizens to a greater degree

Johnson Mllltany Gevernor
nxneeton 1916),,




ft e votes of nambe ” ef the people. There were many

1eaders w1th
‘TfQVQ rarlag/iaéerests in East ?ennessee

;vete& the Bemocratle tleket and were able to send thelx
7leader Andrew Johnson,’to COngress for many years, :
?ﬁndrew Johnson was net a Bemoarat of the Davisncalhéun
,?arlety, but 8 wbpresentatiVe of the orivinal r@uvh
:v1gorous. and aggrn531ve Bemocraey.\ Beliaving that
;the pe@ple were the souree of all pewer, he advoeated
states!' rights. However, he held that each state had
‘parted,WLth sach attrlbutes of sovereignty as related %o
the contlnaity and perpetalﬁy of the natlonal government._:
_Therefore, Galhoun 8 extreme daetrlnes of aullifleatian .
’ana se@ession were eenstxtutlonally baseiess.%é .

| J  nson was elosely identified with the
1abor party althoayh he was not in ascecord with its radical
teachmgs?7 He Was the ohamplen of the cause of the commenk
man, adveeatlng 8, free hemestead bill, publie educatlon,
income tax, tha eleqtlon of senators and Jjudges, and the
referendum and :eé"  %8 4 Democrat in the sense of the
De@laﬁatian‘éf I; ,‘  w_‘  5~Jthson‘detested "Whiggery"

;bgaaase it meanﬁf* -  -;sgeered‘at the léboring man.




Gévarner IShamﬁG§‘  ’ ~7 L,7"f,Q f wa Johnson were a

snake Be would lie in the grass w bite the heels of rieh
en's ehildren.‘ o ‘ |
Jahnsen sapponted the Union in 1860 because
ne loved it ané baaaase seeess;pn was 1ncons13tent thh
is political reasoning., What rights would the white
laberer-have in a slave empire? A Deméaratie socisal sys-
tem existed 1naEast'Tannesséatwhere«hhe man of Wealth
was the exception; hence,.ébhnsen was able to forget his
yrejudices. fﬂha Eemearabskepp@sed him and advocated
secession, while the @hlgs sapported him and the Union,
‘herefore, he had to join forces with his old pelitical
nemies; Horace Maynard, Eelson,~and even the 'Fighting
farsen'saoﬁs 8 resalt,‘inileﬁo,‘thefpoliticai parties

@f;East'TenneSSeauwere,aniﬁed in sapport of the Union.




SECESSION

With bha elee i@n of Llncoln in Hevember ‘
860 the Saath bagan to seeth. Saeessien was no. langék
n abstract right buat an aceomplished faat. %he qaestion
Bl
s whether the eleetlan of a Repabllcan Presidenﬁ was
‘folciently snjust to warrant dissolving the Union,
rownlow, a‘eonst;tatlenal Union man, did not believe
that it WaS-;ng§l0y E.,memple; another East Tennessean,
fbelisﬁea secession to be the‘preject oi’a'f§w330atherh
Leaders and that theuasgendan¢yyéf~the_Bepab;icén‘pgxty
fdid not menace the_lingties of the _people or ehdangéﬁ the
*institation‘of~slavery.2 He ably saamed ap the reasons k
~why the pecple of East Tennessee were against secess;on.
;There was no adequahe reason for. 8939331an§ it was not
a remedy for the existing eomplalnts of the South; te |
'secede constltutlonally was, iMPOSSlble' peacefal seee5310n~
,eoald n@t be; and a long, exhaustlve war would resalt in
oye all, they belleved that’

sion and statesi rights‘coald

8 lq_
of Lannessee, (New York

\e and Civil War,




ninent leaders of the Union.

; 1 I ! Andrew  ohnson, Horaee Maynard
A. B. Nelson, and Jahn Baxter.}exerﬁed thelr lnflaence‘
:e:ystallize‘pa”lie:cpinion injsappert of thegUnioa andf
inst secession, ‘;They:‘ mede stump speeches all over the
te, beginning in November, 1860, and continaing until

e election, ratifying:seéession, the following June,

attempted to "fire thé heartS“ of‘the‘people in
‘ r of thg/Ug;c\\\is Mr. Yancey had érged shoald be
ne in favor of secessxon. '

The governor of the state, Isham G, Harris,
ected.in'185? and again in 1859, was a Breekinridge'
moerat in 1860, - "Harris" aocording to 04 P« Temple,
as as bold an ally for the South as Toombs or Yancey,

less brilliant, but with more disecretion and prudence."

‘emple also credited him, almost solély, With5thﬁsresp0nsie
ke : , Skl ‘

ility of carrying the state out Qf'the'Union@m,ﬂhe;gevér”
:ér"éonvenedithé General Assembly of Eennessee'in‘extra@rainf ;
'ry'SSSsioﬁ on Janaary5vr‘1361; "His opening"speeéh ex~
plained why the 1egislature had been called and arralgned
‘the northern states‘ h "”aataal and threatened ag-
| k ’ ;ned‘rights" of the soathern

_an act app01nt1ng Febraary

ﬂJnd GlVil,Wag. 300




The retarns of the eleetien were 57 798 in’
‘or of h@ldlng the eonvention ané 69 675 agalnst.
o te the work of the Unionist leaders, ﬁast Tennessee
ted nay by g vate-of~5 to 1e The Union delegates tQ the
nventlen reaelved 88 805 voﬁes and the dis~Union aele- |
ates 24, 749 votes.8 Bast Tennessee and the Union’éérrled‘
eleetlon. : ‘ SR ; :
Harrxs, an ardent secess;enlst was not to
thwarted by a mere adverse vote.‘ He wes in clese
oaeh with the Confederate government theh had been

ormed at MOnﬁgomery, Febraary 4. With the firing on

rt Samter he once mere ealled into extra sessien the

e‘islatare whleh el tea _i859 was ﬁemoeratlc in

entiment.‘ The epening m‘ssag was dellvered Aprll 25
61; "The people ef the pround state of mennessea--

,rae to thelr homar, tr e great prlnclples of free

The Anma




stitatxena, trae‘t the?1 ssons ef thelr fatheéﬁ

their brethren of th,‘séath the sabdects of a eammen"’

pkessxen—-have ani, dh<a_host with one voice, in de~

yaring thelr fixed resolve to resist the tyrant “and 1n 

edglng thexr lives, thexr fortanes, and thelr sacred

;nor to the maintenance of thexr rights, ‘and the rlghts
:f‘thelr sister statest...Unaer exlstlng clrcamstanees,

an see no propriety for eneumberlng the people of the
¥ta£e Wlth the electiﬂn of\delegates. to do that which

. 9
t is in yoar pé%ér to enable them to do dlrectly.

n which there should be a referendum, He justified this
nasaal proeéduré by the need for immediate'actian and
onomy. He also felt that the leglslators,:coming ‘direct-
iy from their constltaents, were the best Judges of the
;matter. He recommendea that proper 1egis1atloa be pessed
to pat the state on a war footing jmmedistely and that
~a state mxlitary board be establlshea to work with e llke
'board of the Confedezate government.;e The amenable
‘legislatire passed these measares 1mmed1ately.

On the firsﬁ‘of May, the legislature anthor-

ized the go#erncr te enter i to~a milxtary leagae ‘with the

Confederate states.‘i_  :‘Hehry, Archibald O¢ We




 r_that parpose% 
éiiard“the~répr ’ , of & ;
hich was appreved hy afmas y of eight in the senate
and 17 in the Eease. Eigh en. memhers of the Hoase
hiafly from East Tennessee, eithea were absent or did
@% veta.LL All troops in the state were put at the
isposal of ﬁhe governor. On Hﬁy's the legislature anthor-
zed him to raise, orgamize;‘andréQﬁiﬁ‘55.000”voluﬂteersQ
~hf power to control the military fand and to mske centraets
mllltary puarposes was put in his hahds.lz The same
an orainangg;gflseceSsion and a Declaration of Independ-
Qnde was passed. ‘EQQAQSsee,°for all practical parPGSes,
’  oat'ef the Union, June 8 was the date set for the

veople of Tennessee to register their opinion on these

measures aﬁ~the~pa11s; The legislature then adjourned

ntil after tne electlon.
The measures suhmltted to the people for
iheir approval or rejection were: ) “The'Deelaration of
Independenee"~~the state was 1ndependent and sovereign and
sould act as such infdeaiding:any'qestion.' 2) The
*dinance "gdissolving ﬁhé”;elatibns between the state of
sanessse and the*UniﬁédaStateaV; 3) An ordinance adoPting 
v k k  éf'tha provisiénél'govern—~
kJAmerica.ls

fﬁefvthe Civil War,

5; Temple,




| ; HnWhlGh met in adaearnea ses-
sion Jane 20, saspenéed tne alv}l courts and the sale of
property under exegaﬁlon,:mada; it a crime %o khald.a@eag
aﬁal office; and~wipea;££om,the:333tates all refenénae ta_.
b Uﬁited States and all\ﬁénaltles for offenses. agalnst
fhe laws thezeef.‘ It aathorized the enrallment in the
shate.militiafof:all;fgee;eolered.males,between,the ages
of 15 and 50, The resources of the staté,:both,mea~aha
_money, were plaoea in the hands of the gevernor.J,The
gislature adjounrned sine dle July 1, 1861.;5 |

~The Bnienlsts immediately pretested that the ’

actions of~G0vernor Harzisfand'thefleglslatare were illegal}
‘The action taken in other states had differed. In South
 6&:01ina thxs proeedare had been follcwed., Delegates were
elected to a convention whose expressed ParpoégVWaéth
_consider the future relation of that state to the Union.
Lmhe;eonvégtion pas$ed}the_négeasary‘measares~ta take the
fstateVout of the Unieaﬂandﬂsgt it ap as au:independentf
_power. ?hesesmeas;‘ s ‘:N ~arh,“were;sabmittea;tthha

‘people and the require e, the majority at the last

gubernatorial elec

15,




eonvention. Ig’spite*of:an~anfaverable public epinien'“

the state legislature, which had been elected hefore the
issue had come before the public, passed the Ordinaace of
&ecession and the Declaration of Independence. They
olated the Constitution of their state by putting the
military foree§ of‘the state at the disposal of snyone
except the goﬁernorg\ By providing for an army in peace
me and makiag\gguﬁ}lk/nee with the Southern states,
hey violated the Federal eOnstitution.la The majority
 voﬁe“obta1ned ianane,'laéi,'Was not equal to that of the
1ast gobernatorial election, | '

The Unxenlsts declared that to sabmit tha
fquestien of*sec6331en te_thefpgaple,~afher troops had
_been raised and put under the aathority of thé @anfe&erate
_government by means of a military allianée,'was‘anfaib

compulsion. This opinion was shared by the Louisville

Jounnal whieh indignantly:deseribed the proceedings in
~TennesSeé-‘ ﬂmhe whole léte proceeding in Tennessee has
‘been as gress an eutraga as ever was perpetrated by the
worst tyrant of all the‘earth. The whole secession move=
fment,‘an the part of the fgisléﬁare of that state, hag

been lawless, Vio‘ent'a&\ altuous, The pretense of




‘ éeféfiséeeésien ta’the'Y f
eople of the Stat , after placing;heramilitafy:pbwgrfandf'
ssources at the~&iéﬁééaifof the‘Confeéerate:Sﬁaﬁes Wi£hf
at any aathorlty from the pecple, is as bitter ana in-
lent algockery of popular rlghts as the human mlnd eeald
”The Unionist leaders,-who had canvassed the
sﬁate and saved it for the Unlon in Febraary, eontlnaed |
thelr‘aetlvitles. They ﬁsmdered the actlon of the 1eg1s-
lature a hetrayal q//bh lnterasts of the people.~ A

movement te sava East Tennessee for the Uaion at the cost

~The eall was smgned by F. Sq Helskell Ce E. Baker,
Rodgers Br. W. Rodgers, Jehn Baxter. C. F. Trigg,‘

Barnett John Williams John J. Cralg, W. H. Roﬁ%ers, 
8

Temple John @annell. W. Gg Brownlow and others.’
 Fear handred sixty—nlne delegates attended, representlng
26 countles. Two other counties were represented by
5resident/proxies whleh left only two counties of East
Tennessee thhoatfrepnes'fvat;on,lg Te As Re Nelson was
elected preéident‘and “ :‘ ‘5G; Spear3~vice-presidamt,

? The ass;stant‘vieasf "J s we:e R+ D. Wheeler, J. C.
Marphy, Dr. M.'R. _ ,_ '
177—-53335v1118”J”
18, ‘

19, Thomas W.
~ ! (Knoxv




fM Flemimg;was

s and J. M, Mi‘ were is‘assistants., C;
t ;‘ittee,\n brslness or resolutiens.

?maln events of the conventlon were speeches by Te A.

elson, General Ar ~‘Fand STnator Jahnson, the latter
ke for three hoars. . - - k‘ |
?he fallowing resolatians Were passed.

1. "A deelaratlon of an earnest des1re
that Bast Tennessee should not become involved in
01v11 ware , :
B "That the actlon of the leg;slatare,;
in enasecting the so-called 'Declaration of Independ-
ence', in forming "the Military League' with the
Gonfederate Stateés, and in sdopting other acts
'looking to the/ separation of Tennessee from the
government of the United States', is anconstltu-
tional and illegal and therefore nat binding on
us as 1oyal citizens. =

-3+ "That to avert eonfllct Wlth the,
people ef the other parts of the state and desir-
ing to preserve peace, the convention constitutes
and appoints commissioners, whose duty it shall
be to prepare a memorisl and cause the same t0 be
presented to the Genersl Assembly of Tennessee
now in session, askzng 1ts consent that the
counties composing East Tennessee and such coun-
ties in Middle Tennassee as desire to cooperate 22
with them, may form and erect a separate state.”

, The eenventien adaearned to0 meet at Greene-
le on Jane 1? aftez tha returns of the aleetlon of
;hed ta decide on the Futsxe~

 state leave the Union,




nvaecordance Wi

were passed.
l. "We wrll not ablde by the new"Declaras‘
‘tion of Independence' or attach ourselves to the
@@nﬁederate stag‘s.*
2+ "The eoanﬁxes of hast Tennessee and
sueh of the adjacent counties in Middle Tennessee
~as choose to act with then will still legally and
congtitutionally continue in the Union as the
state of Tennessee, subject to its constitution
and laws, as far as the same may be applicable to,
~our distracted and divided condition.
3+ "We desire to maintain s p031tiom

of neutrality between the Secessionists and the
Federal government in the existing war., We :
‘promise not to interfere with them if they &) not
interfere with us, and not to disturb the forma-
- tion of Union Volunteer companies, or interfere
with the railroad or the transportsion of troops,

provided we are not molested by either actaal
violence or insult, or an attempt be made to
‘enforce smong asieppressive or unconstitutlonal
laws or to eolle t unlawful taxes.

'adjaaenh thereto, as may desxre
0 nt;es of East Tennessee,

Ze e provided the mode of
» ratio of ;apresentatlen

T3 TempTe, O
4b Ibid,‘54'




k Th s eanventien Was in perfeet agreement eon-

of the electlon.: ”hey elalmed
ennessee ne speeches or dlSGESSlonS
n'favor of the Union were permltted- Unlon papers were not
flowed to cxrculaﬁe. Measares were taken in some seetlens
elhave'the°ballots numbered in such manner as to mark and
#pose UniOn“vctes,‘ Union men were overawed by the mili-
ary power and by “thé still“greaﬁer tyranny ef»a corrapt
nd sabsidized'press;"25 A permanent committee was appoint-
ed to keep an'éyé on political affairs and to eall a meeting
the convention when vf was considered possible and
d631rable. ‘ Gt ,

By ‘the June election it was decided that thé(
state should send representatxves to the Confederate congress,
the elections to be held the first Thursdsy in Asgust, .
the agy on which,ﬁprevioasly; Federal Congressmen had been
eleetad,‘.donféde:ate eandiaétes were put in the field all
over the state. However, the people of East Tennessee
aeted on the principle laid down by the convention at Greene-“
v111e-~to remain in" the Union and function as the state of
Tennessee@ ‘Coasequen ‘~~they nominated and elected Union
men to represent them ‘g°hington; They did not consider
themselves a part éf,,;;j_ £ deracy and did not want
representatiom‘ét“ﬁ‘ oy A+ Re Nelson was elected
o#erwhélminglyiiﬁ ‘strict, Horace Maynard in the
second and Geerge ‘jiénd Dr. Clements‘from,ths |

2 : : ‘
thlr& and foarth ; . (4ndrew Johnson wss returned




0 thé‘seﬁate.

elect_of £ﬂé’ﬁhibéd taﬁéé é5hg£éé%)€riéa,téfgét,gu‘wgsh;:
ingtéh¢ Their route lay-through the: mountalns_n | 7
by Ccnfederate tre@ps,‘sent’there by Governor Harrls:ta
prévent anyene from 1eaV1ng ﬁhe state. The governmaat of
Isham G. Harrls and the rest of the state dld net approve -
of the action of mast Tennessee in attemptlng to functlon &=
8 separate sé%e subJeat to the Federal government. |
East Tennessee was strategically 1mportant and had ba be
kept in the Confederacy. Jggnson and Maynard 1eft the
state hefore the elip%;;;i;nd arrived safely at Washington.
Nelson was arrested, taken to Richmond, and made t0 take the: 1
oath of allegiénce to the Confederacy. 'Cle&ents was‘alSQ ’
arrestedi but managed to get‘awaya’ Bridges finally S
arrlved at the aapltel Just three days before the elese
of the sessioé.g7

Isham'ﬂarris was re-eleeted governor by -
COnfeée:até votes in the June election. The Unionist
'votes'weie'ignored when it was known that the people
~had ratified the Ordl ayce of 38333810ﬂ. The legislatare
was secessionist in geatim . as a matter of course,
' sihce ne Uni0miét vet ,Joanteda Thls leglslature
‘held three short . agcampllshed very little,ge

59.  EHames, Op. G
28¢ Fertig, Op




16 government was forced to flee and became powerless

en the Féderéiférm  sfoeéapiea‘Wést‘and'Middle Tenﬂé See

| nébié to éét; thé Confederate géﬁérn éﬂhfin,
nnessee was éthd,J‘éhe ﬂniéﬂiéts had WOrkéa‘inténsély‘

‘keépyﬁhé‘state’freﬁﬁleaving ﬁﬂéyvnion, ‘Whenyﬁhis ;
uld not be averted, thej haé'voiéed their protests and
haii}deeision not to felldwyfhe’State;‘iﬁ‘the'most,légal
ethod‘possihle, a cbhvention. Hoﬁevei, Eestern Tennessee

emained in the‘confede:aey mach longer than the rest of




ad seceded. thelr warst fears wete eonfirmed when

entucky annoaneed her neatsallty. Daring the summéé
of 1861 conditions in East Tennessee were chsotic and
by ‘September the Confederaey had enough troeps in that
region to ferelbly hold 1t for the South. Troops o
nambering 22 000 frem ‘Tenne SSea and 18, OOO from Mississxppi
were actaally there.‘ Foufteen thousand had heen reqaesﬁ-

! 1
ed from Richmond to aid them.‘

/

East Te&mas%ee was of vztal 1mpertance te the

Cenfederaey for the railread between Ghattaaocga and

Brlstal Virglmia was the connectlng 1ink between the lower 

:aath and Richmend. Seathern railways were not extensive
and possible routes throagh the meantains Were not num—'
:zeroasf Thls made it more nacessary to hold that seetion of
*the‘iine. The Valley held the key to all of northern

 Georgia and Alahama., ;t was one of tne great hog and




: move to hald East

by the Gonfederaey ‘amnots be deab’ced bat u-.s

fstrétegic importanee to the Unlen, se firmly belleved
fthén;‘has 31nee been questioned. Womld it be better te 
Tsplit‘fhe Confederaey at that point or to cat it in
haIVes by taking the/Missxssippi aﬂd, slowly closing in,‘
‘te erash it? ?he latter plaa, Whlch evantaally was fnlo‘
"1bwed was, from the military point of v;ew, perhaps, the
hest and the easxest method of defeatin? tha South.
Palitleal eonsideratiens, however. pointed to the necessxty'
Gf sapportimg the Unlcn sentlments of the moantain regions
by mxlltary foree.' Linaoln gave ‘his sappart te such a |
plan anﬂ was confirmed in his deemslon by Sherman and
MeClellan,‘: TR S

7 H" A plan was devised whereby Federal troops
ander Baall shoald ie sent from Kentacky into Eastern*
Tennessee. Their coming was fé be antlclpated by the
‘&estruction of the railrosd brlages in that reglen, thas

’ 0 thwestern part of the

behfé&éhaéykw;f‘ “ists ef the reglon.
ander the léééer m Carter, seoretly eariied

ng the brldges._ Meanwhlle




‘_11; ¢hQ ng~“'
K ntasky;giving§ 

oked-for Feder 1 L fac
was that Baell had set his heart apon striklng dlrectly
at the centex of Cenfederate pawer at Hashville.‘ With

is end in view he remaxned 1naet1ve maturing hls own.
plans, and meeting the 1mpatienee of Lincoln snd Mcclellan 
with evasive replies, sntil the Genfederate domination of
'East,menness@e,was,complete and only a laborloas aampaign
7eou1d dislodgze then.g |

l
/

Baell wes continually arged on by Llneoln

~who wired him, 7gave arms gone farward for East Tennessee?

Please tellyme‘§he‘progress and;ccndlt;on of the mevement B
in that dxrectiun. Answer. Signed—-A. LlﬁGOlR-Z
,MGCIellan, who aareed with Linaoln and favored the znvas—'
‘ion of East Tennessee, also wrote t@ General Baell

"There are few. things I haVe more at heart than the prompt
movement of a strong columm inteo East Tennessee. The
political consequenees of the delay of thls movement will
be mach more serious than you seem to antiexpate. I Wasr
extremely sorry t@ learn from yoar telegram te the |

president that you had from the begimning attached little
' 4

or no importanca to a‘mov ment into East Tennessee,~»

~:Ser1es'II Vel. I, 892




elt that "thej%‘i
‘evernmeat. Their representatlves,

ﬁndrew Johnson and Haraae Maynard after discussing the
situatloa Wlﬁh Lineoln alse tried to influence Baell'
aetlen. “Wa have ;ast had intezviews with the Pr381dent
ana General'Macléllam~and~fiud‘thab they coneur thh us
in respeet/}. the Esst Temmessee ‘expedition. Ouar people
are oppressed and parsaea as beasts of the forest, The
‘7gevernmenﬁ mast~come~tthheir~rellef, We are laeking ta
you with anxioas so1icitade7t6 move in that directidn;“5
Johnson became disgusted with the vacillating Buell amd
fwrote Linéoln'eX§réSSing his dissppointment on the cdu:se
:fellewed. ’nEast'Tennessee seems déomedg"?here'is seabcely
a hcpe'left:of‘her redemption; if ever, no ome now can
tell, ‘EaijOd‘Save,my eoanﬁr&'fkdm'seme'of the genekéis;' '
*that have Heen‘eondaéfihg this‘wartﬂéi

The Confederates followed no such pollcy :
bat meveé into Tennessee and QVentaally aﬁtacked the
Eeder&ls in Kentueky; using Chattanooga as a'baSe“bf
sapplies; @he Federala were foreed to earry the War into
Tennessee. During th, k;;iﬁ aht ‘months, 400 engagements
were fought on her “‘~,f" For any man to remain‘neatralg
was 1mpossible:s‘:f} : 5“f to'goin the Union anny |

whila‘lls;OQQ} % 5eanfederaey.

{SSien and‘ ‘1onstructiQh”of




»1n the pre81dentlal

‘nta,Eastvﬁennessée‘before the
; ’ ':eggtnnl had been established:
.over the territory b the¢5aaeaedingffall.'aGeheral Fé;ix "

kK@'ZGIlieoffer;waSLappeinted, hy thefconfederacy,~in the

sammer of 1861, to the sapreme command of EHast TenneSSee,
, -9
with headqaarters at Knox lle.

:De@@@bﬁx,Q;~$§61;231;ieqffex,‘with‘6,444;nr

»troops recraited from Middle and West Tennessee, with the
‘exgeption of one. regiment from Missxssippi and one frem
‘;Alahama.lof advanaed,frampeamberland~30rd andfarosseéyk

the Camberland river at Mill Springs, Kentucky.;uenfianeg , 
sary 1, the eammander of the,dlstrlet for the confeaenacy, , 
MaaorfGeneral Geazgqu@;Gx;t?en&gni,arrlved‘anautoak; |
command of the whole force, Zollicoffer remained in &
_subordinate position. The Battle of Pishing Cresk was
fought on’Jaaary 19, 1862@#‘mhe;4829~Eederal~t§oeps,;mostly
fram East~@enneséea; were 1ed.b§ Thomas and Shh@eph{~ |
The . Federals held thel ground and the Confederates were

; 11
f,foraed to fall back a »o\s the camherland river.

Mount ineers'of Témmessee,
: Y 128
;and the Civil War,




Fort Donelsbn e of the mest}complete,Viateries‘

the war and. from that date on 'Ue. S. Grant' stood for
13
ncondltional Su,xender Grant'. Six days later, en

Dore lsonl
raary 12, he arrlved at Fort Henry Whlch was on the

nte Tennessee., Por

our days those holding the fort withstood the Pederal

ttack but on;the;Sixteeﬁbh; they were forced to surrender
51509 | | |

The Cumberland and Tennessee rivers had been
;pened,ap. Grant moved on dowa to Shiloh,kaQlumbas, |
Bowlxng Grean, and Nashvxlle were taken along the way.

't thlah, on April 6, the Oenfederates, ander the command
of General A. S+ Johnston fell upon the Federal army 1n a
rprise attack. At the close of the first day of~the
1hattle‘a.conf6deratefVietory seemed aSéared.;s‘ General
7Jehnstoh; however, had been killed. Beauregard, though
111, took Johnston's places The next day, due to the;
,arrival of northern gffd;gements,;he was forced to fall

back on Corinth. By June 7 1862 Middle and Western
'Tennesseg;ffrem the

in the hands of the

Lindsley,,,u




Pederacy was more intent spon hold-

ioﬁ\inaéa:i 13585~ £,e é  ‘0£ Tennessee at Gorlnth was;'
;taken over by’Gené ‘ 5‘~t‘a Braég.17 General Halleakz~
appreached ‘the city meﬁhods oijLege. This gavé thét‘“
army of ennessee nime ta meve ‘to Tupelo, Mississippi
and te carry every avallable supply from Ccrlnth W1th them.
The army gsoon ‘was ordered frem Tupelo te
‘Ghattaneega, Tennessee te confront Baell who was still
‘in Kentueky. Bragg advaneed and was aelned by Gen. E.
Kirby Smith Who had been in the VLclnlty of Glneinnati
‘OhiOQ ”here were two parposes for enterlng Kentucky;
ﬁé méet ana destroy Baellis army if possible and to arouse
the secessienlsts and brlng the gtate into the Confeéeracy.!v
‘Beth failed.l' Eéell 's army had ‘been heavily reinforced |
Vand Resecrans plaeeé in eemmand. He saeceeded in drlvxng
Bragg out of Kentuaky, ‘and then moved to Nashville to
fortify that plaee.19 Bragg fell baek to Ghattaneega
'and was there joined by Morgan and Forrest from whleh‘
 p1aee they invaded Middle Tanmessee and made intermlttent

; - 20
forays into Kenﬁaek° aarlng the sammer,




‘ieaderé‘eén&~ ;

‘and Georgia, ’ ,‘*-~f,¢__ ' ‘~wthe
Indian earn;VinH’ b1y bed s; had ripened saffxelently,‘
to furnish ferage for the ar:i;rBragg had eensamed~every |
available blade of grass in the reglaa.al Brapg moved
teward Lo&isville bat Researans antlclpate& him and they
engagea in battle at Pexryvxlle.

\ Iﬂ the fall Rosecrans moved into Tennesaee

meeting Brags at Murfeesbaro on the last day of 1862,

5 The battle was leng and hard—feaght but en*Janaary 2,'
1863 the Canfederate forees drew off and took ap a pos~
ition at Daek‘River.gz The hattla was costly for both
sidess 4 less of 10 GOG men ln killed, wounded, and
missing, out of 55 000 engaged was suffered by the
Confede:ates- the North lost 25,000 out of 65, 000 engaged,
6, OOO of them bheing taken prlsoners¢23 It seemed impossible
for Bragg to defeat Rosesrans so he wisely retired to

- Tallahema, Tem&assee, on the feurth of Janaary. @haé;

at the close of the eampaign the armies of Bzagg‘and~RQSéerans~

were in_memmessee.‘

1,ﬁ History of the Civil War,

‘,fLin&sley,
ibid, 34




1ahema unfil A ril‘when g

he became alar‘ed ‘ahandoned it_ passed throagh the gap

Nat Mlssienary idge and fo ﬁlfied ?igeen Moantaln to the
‘west of the Oh cka %¢~:: _éz;gé Meanwhile, eraside, |
‘cemmandlng the army of the Camberland had joined Rose~
Merans to attack Bragg. When the latter antleipated them
hby retreating, thelr ehisf ebaeet was galned w1thoat 8
battle. The Confederate General Frazer, who held Cumber~ |
:1and Gap, had been sarreunded and foreed te sarrande£.25 |
With the Gap in thelr possession and Braag s army in
'Georgla, the whole valley from Cleveland t0 Brlstel

seemed rid permanently of armed Confederates.

The loyal inhabitants of the region reaeived

'the Federal traeps a8 their dellverers. Unlon refagees

and eseapad prlseners wha had been hlding 1n the moantalns,‘
:ragged and starved flocked t0 their homes and aeimed in
"ovations effered te Barns1de and hls fallowers at Knox-~
ville and elsewhere.gs

| Thein happiness was short~11ved. In September

the Oonfederaey eoneentrated troaps at Plgeon Moantain for
the parpose of attaokimg Rofiyrans at uhattaneoga aad reGOVw“
ering the valley.w :‘___i eraJs did likeW1se. Gn the nlnef
teenth the battle,of: amaa é began. The Federala

o1 ‘the Confederates back




by the bold stand

Lee haa sent Longsk"‘t's lelsien te’enforee
Bragg;: He was now detaehé& to the’Upper valley to keep '
Barnside from coming to the aid of Rosecrans at Chattanoaga.
Buarnside endeavered to repulse Lomgstreat but was unsaccess-
fal. He retreatad to Kmoxville. Langstreet followed and
;besieged the clty.‘ Faat armzes now faced eaeh other in
,East Temmesaea. i
By the end of the sammer Grant was placed
in charge of all the Unlon forces. Sherman and Hooker were
sent thh fresh ﬁroeps to ralse the siege and to enferae |
]Roseerans5 Sharman saeeeeded‘tg the cemmand.zo Grant
ordered aﬁlaavanee along the’eatire 1ine of the new'cdnsol-
‘1dated army, | |

Sherman began a series of battles, starting
from Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain end Missionary Ri&ge‘
~fellowed. The army of the Tennessee was defeated xetlrlag*
from Esst Tennessee for the 1aqﬁ tlme,z1 it Dalton Georgi&
‘ the.Confeée;ates halﬁe@w  &iGeneral Bragg was replaced by
T Lossing, cit

andsley,,;‘»
Ibid, 155

Temple, Do
Lcssimg,“»




stage was set for Sherman's

Leokoat Moantaln whem'vietory was assared Sherman rashed
the rescue of Bf‘n81de; shat ap in Knoxville, and drove
Eeverthelesa Lengstreet remalned lﬂ tha
lley antil sprlng,sa Sherman Went into winter quarters
Chattanoogsa and agaln the sapplles of the land were
sed by the arm1és.53 :
The results of the campaigns of the 1863
ere the permanenﬁ establishment of Federal forces at
 attaaeega and Knoxville, with secure lines of eemmahif“'ﬁ
ationtythe éénfirmation of the Union grésp apen”East
ennessee, and the discomfiture snd loss of prestige of
he ehdieest troops ia the Génfederate service,

5. Lassing,‘ :;"fff, Vel. III 144




FECTED UNIONISTS

At the tlme of the electlon of June;‘k
ﬁhere were many 5 ;
andMGovernOr Harris‘was/calling on the othéf:Stafe *~”
more;1 Due to thelr good serv1ces the electlen
in favor of ‘secession. After that date the Unlon pa‘ty
of the state began to lose 1ts compactness and to dl
_1ntegrate. In East Tennessee, Where mob rule had notV
yet begun, theﬁorganlzatlon remalned 1ntact untl ‘:

2
the Greenev1lle conventlon.

éqereed by thé'éénfederacyxf‘Tﬁis‘Was'impossible;‘
Thelr governor was calllng fbr ﬁroops, at ‘that very
tlme, to be senﬁ 1nto Bast Tennessee’ they‘were to con—
trol the polls and prevent Unlonlsts from votlng.

The first shots Were fired in East Tennessee

.on May,5;;1861 when some - Alabama soldiers fired from .-

1.

2. 0+ P. Templ , Fast Ten ‘ssee and the ClVll War,
: (Clncln \899) 228 rnaT




‘ ~p,olvf—e#;i@ai‘;meezmg being hela

':ks. From 3 OOO ’ 0
people attended thls meetlng at Strawberry Plalns.
Some were armed and stralghtway returned the flre
but no damage was done on elther 51de.$

In,the summer of 1861 the Confederacy took

control of. East Tennessee. General Zolliceffer‘ofk‘
Nashville was sent to Knoxville with hie staff to take
command. He was lenient in exercising authority and
abstained from needless severities. From Temnensee,
he had been a Whig before the secession movement.
Undoubtedly the military rule of Gemeral Zollicoffer
was not considered sufficiently harsh. The Confederate

congressman,fram Tennessee;,the HOn;~L; Pe Walker, in

is inevitable and that Union men have 1@,000 men under -
! et ; gt WO, el o W A6 - . e
drill and armed with rifles and shotguns."  Bishop

Polk reported his opinion of the situation on July 9

- to the President ‘ﬁﬂejtxmejiSWtewbeylestginwEaetwfennessee@-,e

3. 0. P. Temple, O
4. Te¢ We Humes;
' (Rnoxvil!
by Official Reec
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“loyéd- &
I hear has 2 000.4 The rest mlght be sent fram Corlnth.'

I WOU1d Strongly recommend maklng a department of Babt
o ¢
Tennessee'and parts of Horth Carolina and Peorgia.aa;”f

The latter recommendatlon Was ordered August 1, 1861.

P

The 0bnox10us Hm. C. Swan of Knoxvmlle, cqmmunlcatlng

news of Unicn act1v1t1es to DaV1s a few days later wrote{' ”
ﬁIt 1s’fortunate that We are noﬁ left~t9 congecture the
purpoées‘Q£ the Uﬁion mén in East Tennessee who a:e'in’V_i
ams or the probable number of them in this county. On
sunday, July 7, an alawm was given that & troop of seces-
siénistswﬁad,égtgied'thé qunty ﬁ6 disarm the Union men.
Byfsome'mééns;uﬁknqwn‘tovour f:ienés herg in twelve hours
near 1,0@0‘Unibn men were invaﬁms;aﬁ @ifferent rendezvous
and'diéclosed‘g most complete organization, secret hither#
to in/iﬁs_gha:apte#.éhd“numbérs; The al@rmiprpved7to

o the party immediately dissolv-

diness at like short motice




to rally agal
What ammun tio

people Were p pared to de end thelr homee and property~

in a reglon where the civ 1 government had broken down.

The Confederate government passed tne~Bunlsh-
ment and Oonflscatlon aets on August 8 1861.e These
authorlzed the banlshment from the llmlts of the ’ ‘
”Confederate States" of every mascullne 01tlzen of the""
Unlted States (some exceptlons Were llsted) over 14
years of age, who adhered to 1ts government and acknowledg-~
ed 1ts authorlty. The Act presorlbed as the duty of all
courts of Justlce the arrest of all Union men Who dld
not proclalm thelr alleglance to the conscrlptors or ffe
1eave the Confederacy Wlthln forty days and thelr treati‘
ment as allen enemles.é_ By'these acts, the seal OL 311enee~o
wa.s lmposed upon the llps of nearly'all Unlon men. Few

oould leave, for obstacles were cast 1n thelr Way. To

remaln Was to aequlesce 1n the new order of thlngs, or to

suffer intensely;,The}publlcatlon of the Knoxv;lle

8. Benson J. I S1n ori istory of the
Civil War, (Ph ladelphla, ?a., 1866), Vol.




oy @en}eﬂra; -
was ﬁhéfpaﬁéffSupﬁréssé&;?f«Brownlew’s causﬁla‘pen,
social position, and,pﬁblie relations throaghapress
Vahd pulpit,maderhimvfgaréd andkhated,by the conspir-
ators and thelr adherents. Brownlow Was_askéd to
take the oath of allegiance to the Confederate
government. His definite reply was boldly daring~
to the innt of fblly;;f"Rather than stultify myself 
~and.disgraCe mny family~by'suchkankoath; I agree to
dies I never éould sanetibn the govermment,; and I
trust no child of~minekwi1l;eve: do it;?lo

| k_Genéral~chlieoffer'Was,transferred to
”'m111tary headquarters Where he took command of the
army gathered to meet Thomas in Yentucky. Cols Wll-‘

liam B. Wood of Alabama succeeded éolllcoffer at

Knoxville;‘»%eod was very zealous;;but exhibited a

a grave lack of self-control Whlch.made him un;lt forf"

11
commandlng_others. g~ﬂ1111am.B. Carter of Eas%

'Tennessee;;asf . ofvafplan of Federal invasion

94 G;‘?; Tem;l\ 1e Men of Tennessee,'k

10
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Qf’that regi{n devi ~ SCheme 0fv@esﬁroyihg ;k,

the railroad bridges in Bast Temnessec. Those
included the bridges on the Memphis and Charleston,
the Atlantic and Western, the Hast Tennessee and.
Georgia, the Fast Tennessee and Pirginia, and also
the bridge oveﬁ ﬁhe ?enﬁessee river at Bridgeport,
Alabama; ”These réads‘céﬁstitutéd the main line }‘
in the Middle South ré,nvqk ‘Southwest for the transporta=
tion of troops and supplieskfrom thésg~region$,
to the Confederate troops,inVVirginia;4 Hence,
theyhwere_ovaitalkimpq:tance ;o the South. This
schémegmaa_to~have been fdllowed by an independent:
Féde:alﬁmilitary_eXpedipionsfromlKentﬁékykinto‘f
Tenhessee_£o7sgi;e,phé rail$oads;kahe;eXpéditiénp
wa.s abaﬁdpnedkd@e,tb Sherman's change of plans,'but
the bridges Weredesy’qroy_eda,l_g6 |
| News of the bridge burning, which was
done_secretly; #eacheQ}the world November 9; 1861.
Tt wis a mistake; resulting in no ham to the Confed
eratewéaQSe?l;t had;dire.”esults,for the Union people
of the region.a ; !" ) st“of the Confederates was
confirmed and the f ionists of the regiom

began to fear ther men were hanged.

12, » ;_:T‘em;p‘le,: Op




From 1,500 to 2,000 were sentenced to long cor

ment in prisons‘Where numbers died: Many of vhé:
',Unlonlsts were forced to 1eave thelr homes to e_capé”’
such punlshments as & result of this scare.lg.
Since mot more thsn 500 men were mplicated in the
bridgeeburning, the rest were arrested'on the'groundS' :
of holding Unionksentimentsfkk i
Martial laW in Eas§ Tehngssegngs &ec1aféd
imnedistely by the Confederate secretary of war.
The bridge-burnefs Wefe ordére@ tried’at ﬁ%umhgad‘
courtmmartigls;and were hangeda ‘Other Un;gn men in:
arms were sent to Tuscaloosa, Alabama as prlsoners
of war: 14 The remainder of the inhabitants were
disarmed. The orders of Gemeral Zollicoffer from
nis neadquarters at Jonesboro to Colonel Wood at
'Khoxville Qn quemberMizijweré: "I will tomorrow
send~déspatcheskﬁgq@h@_forqes near J&mestown; the.
' that near Oliver's, and
; to commence simultancous-
1y‘disarmipg»§h fk '“ cpqlgtiona You will please 
send orders to al: tachments under your command
totinauggratéy‘ ment at the same time

T3; Temple, O
14, Ibid, 390




in thelr varlous‘locall,les. Their’leaders'shqﬁld~

be selzed and held as prlsoners. The 1enlency
shown thﬁm:hasfbeen;unava;;lng. They havg acted W1th“
duplicity and should no longer be,fﬁ,r«us‘ted* 7 |
Anyone Who~resisfed,;failed to take‘the oath df
alleg 1ance to the Confederacy, or was thought to be
a bridgeeburnepkwag arrested. This drag net had the’
desired result; the prisons of Tennessee teemed with
victims. i 5 Y -
k What to do with them* J. P. Bengamln,
secretary of war for the Confederacy, 1nstructed
‘uolonel Leadbetter at Jonesboro to send all prlsonersl
,known to be crlmlnals or to have borne arms agalnst
the g overnment to Nashv111e where they were trled
for'highftreason.~ The others were dlscharged on
thelr taking. the oath of alleglance.;é,

The Unlonlst camps in Sevier and Hamllton
countles were re porﬁed broken up by November 20. |
ﬁumbers Were made prlsoners. The reportlng offlcer,

Colonel Wood, _complaine tnat it was. 2 mere farce to

arrest the;péapf turn them over to the courts.

15: Humes, .
16, 0. Ri, O




He requeSted~,at'least‘ t ab'the prlsoners hthad

taken’bé'held" f not as tfaltors, then as prlsoneré
ofrwar;' Hb believed that to release ‘them would be~
J;Pl;inm’)‘.sk,j yet tc conv1ct them before a court at that
time Was almost 1mp0351b1e5;7 The dlstrlcﬁ attorney
and Cbionel Wood were both 1nstructed' .1) All
prisoneré ﬁhatvﬁan be 1dent1fled as having been engaged
in:bridge.bgrning are to be trled summarlly by
,Hfumhéad[ébart ﬁarﬁial, and if found gullby execut;
ied on the spot by hanglng.’ It Would be Well to leave
thelr bodles hanging in the v101n1ty of the burned
._vbrldges; 2) All such as have not been 80 engaged
;are to be treated as prlsoners of war and sent Wlth
an armed guard to Tuscaloosa, Al&bama, there to,be
‘kept 1mprlsoned at the depot selected by the Govern-
ment as prlsoners of War...In no case is one of the
men,yknownkto have been up 1n arms agalnst thekgoverné”
mént to be réleasedkon any rledge Qr oéth,of allég-
iancés They afé éll ﬁo bekheld aé prisonérs of war
‘and held in Jall untll the end of the war. Such as
come in voluntar 1  3ke the oath of alleglance, and
surrenderlghelr are alone to be treated~with

lenlency. : som, Colonel Plckens, and

other known lea ordered 1ncarcerated.

17a, O. R. 0
184~ Humes,




- Same of the 1eaders due to theiv pOSl 1oﬁs\‘
Were neewsubgect toyzore Lhan 1neu1u and 1gnom1ny
by the Confederates. Thelr Unlonlet eentlments were
oandidly admitteda The brldge burners, 1f not
keaught and hahged; hld‘lﬁ the mountains, refugees'
with prices on their heade,’”men; o1dkenough to be |
conscripted, trembled for their eafety; Still others;’
bellev1nv in the eauee of the Unloﬂ, JOlned the
Confederate army for aesurance of personal safety and
the prov1elon of thelr dependents. hany of the ‘non-
combatants de01ded to acqulesce in southern rule
as was atteeted by the‘complalnt in a report to the
War department' “I have heen here at thie statioa;
half the tlme 1n command of thle post and Iohave
had a eood opportunlty of learnlng the feelihg
pervadlng thle country. It is hoetlle to the Confed-
erate government. They will take the oath of alleg-

iance ‘with no 1ntentlon to observe lts’ They are

slaves of Johneon and haynard and never 1ntend to be

otherw1eeé kﬁhe,k ;'_;i i” they suddenly become very
submiesive andldee '*Tthey are for Peace and not
supporters ofet° . overnment....At ‘the
Withdraweif  . *om here to Cumberland Gap
and the fifs, of the approach of . the
iincolﬁ éﬁm: 1 arms and. soarcely a man’

19
but was re‘d~ dfmake war'qponjus;

19..




By’Decem r &fﬂ 861TCQlonel ieed:hadlbeen‘

replaced by General %1111am H. Carroll at Knoxv111e.‘

On December 11, the latter declared martisl lam
oVer the city’ﬁo prévénﬁ'the cdurts from iﬁterfering
w1th the actlon taken9toward the prlsoners ‘then in
eustody in’anxvlile, = 'General court martlal
began on December 17. Wlthln two days 400 prlsonersk
had been sent to Tuscaloosa.%? On January 7, Colonel
Leadbetter; district commandef,‘repofted his,intention
of dlssolv1ng the court martlal because of its
attendant expense.22 Flve people had been hanged
and 150:$rlsoners were held in Washville pending
trlal' . . . .

dﬁ Eeéeﬁbéf;l@,‘thefBattle of Pishing
Creek’Was:feughﬁy5etweea“?h0mas,eeom@anding an
afmy’WhiChkiheiaded ﬁumbers of refugees who had
fled from East Tennessee“to Kentucky to'ehlist in
the Union army,kand Zollicoffer, leading their
nelghbors from that reglon. Forts Donelson and Henry
had fallen byk‘ebruary 16. The Confederate/government
of the state, headed‘bkfIsham Go Harrls, fled from.
Nashville to Kamph e~leglslature,then passedv
angactﬂﬁhich'o uthe‘state militia, between

» ; | | | 24
‘the ages of 18 o active military service.




hen th Confede aﬁngpvernment'b‘ an

‘conserlp“ihe men of Tast £

erate army, the Union exodus_began. There were

Uhlon guidee Who‘p loted allkthe men fleelng from

the Confederate government to the Union 11nee through
the mountalns of ast Tennessee 1nto Kentucky.’

The best known Was DanleluEllls ‘who wrote the story
of hls many adventures Wnlle pursuing thls dangerous
Lrade.25 Other successful guldes Were_Isaae'Bolinger
of Campbell county, beath Lea and Frenkeﬁedge ofw_
Knox, Washlngton Vann and J1111am Reyno%dSVOL Anderson
county and James Lane of “reene county./é» fﬁe_hardff
Shlbs, endured by these pllObS and the men they Were;‘
dellverlng, beggar descr1pt10n.~ As many as lookmeﬁ‘
made tﬂe Jeurney at one tlme.ﬂ These ﬁrlps were mdde
as: lonp ae the Confederacy held @ast Tennessee.

On the part of -some pllots 1ﬁ was a deflnite means

of reerulﬁlng the Federal armles.w An agreement

that taey Would JOln some partlcular revxment on
arrlval in Kentu“ ; was requlred before the pilot
Would take *hem.i . '"1el Ellls disapproved of thls
plocedure and took b thk hose people fleelng from

southern conscrlpt thosekfleeing'for political

1 hg”&djegtures of
York; 1857)




ﬁ»crnnes., There,ar' many st011es related of the e

‘refugees.( On meetlng Wlth Con;ederate men 1n the
mountalns, Wthh Were guarded for the purpose of
stopping such stampedes, they were brutally
murdered.28 Thiriy-one thousand soldiers’from
ﬁast’rennesseé vclﬁnteered af Qamp bick xobinson
or in van stover's reéiment at Louisville,

@hlle grant was moving down to uorlnth
and bhlloh in march Andrew Johnson arrlved in nash-
v11le as mllltary governof under the Llncoln admlnls- ;
traulon. ;ne reconstructlon of west Lennessee begnn.gg
the eAtent of territory governed by huﬁ fluctuated
Wlth the succesgs of the army . ﬁram éeptember 15 uo
ﬁOVémber 14:the Seét of thé 50vernmenﬁ washville,
wa.s be51eged by the uonfederate government.ﬁo

Although mast iennessee was held by
uOﬂfederate soldlers until 1863 the oohnson reg 1me
had the support of the populace. Earson Brownlow |
sﬁatéd it'ihu35"6if Mi; Lincoln haa consulte& the
union men of 1[hhe see as to Whom they Wanued for

mllltary woverner of 'he st ate, to a man they would

have responded A oh:son. i hdve fought that

®ili 8, U
winston,
Ibid,




bamother., ~ The Story :

of Johnson?s;go€efnﬁ':'l‘é the story of reconqtructlon. 

Brage and the army of lennessee occupied
bhattanooga 1n the summer cf 186 They’moved into
mentucky using that clty as & bage of subplles.
puring this~summer siorgan and Eorrest, living off,thé
1and in East vennessee, made raids from there into
Kentucky, aiddle TeﬂneSSee;~indiana,;and tho;52
Bragg Was'defeatedkand mpved back to Ghattanooga;
His forces s0 strlpped the country that nosecrans,k 
to make sure of hls supplles, had to walt untll harvest
time before he 1nvaded the reglon. in the autumn
HosecraﬂS'moved‘qﬂ Chattanooga and Burnside into the
valley of gasﬁ fénnessee.~ fhus three armies were
living off the Land.‘ general . ﬁirbykﬁmith, who had
jginad~nragg in Kentucky, followed General Caioll |

in dommand of @ast.iennebSee.v

In Tennésse , civil war was at its worst.

Davis confiscated roperty of the Unionists and
med um of Governor Johnson, confis-
ece351onlsts. Cities,

a be over~run and aevastated

;ferlngs of Union Wen, (&n i
;ademy of Mu51c, Way 15, 1862),* 5




’by a Confede ate ermy today'and by a Unlon ermy tamorrow._
Wach elde vi de1th the other in acts of terrer and out-
rage. ﬁereklt not for glfts of food clothlng, and
money from the Worth Fast Tennessee Would nave

“gone naked and perlshed. In that dlstracted country
there was no buelness but War o In an effort to

ralee a 1arge harvest in 1862 and to keep starvatlon
from de01mat1ng the non»combatant populatlon, Gen. E.
Klrby Sm1th publlshed a proclamatlon Aprll 18, 18624
Wthh prov1ded that' :i) Anyone voluntarlly taxlng the
oath of alleglance to the Lonfederate etates, Wlll

not ‘be molested. 2) Anyone Who has JOlned the enemy

if returnlng in 50 days and taklng the oath Wlll not.

be molested. 5) The commander prOposes to use. evefyﬁl‘
thlng 1n hls’power to protect the llves and pronerty k
of the beople of \est Tenneesee. 4) He assures

‘all cltlzene engagedyln cultlvatlng thelr farms that

he Wlll protect them 1n thelr rlghts and he Wlll

suspend tne mll tla re t under the state laws tﬂat




on e, is expeeted that all goéd’f 
111 2 tucky., They will not be
molested if they come te remain and cultivate their ,
3farms and take care of thelr families; A8 General 8m1th
also annosnced that all famllies of Unlenkarmy men must
leave the Confederate states.' This was done to preserVe
Confederate sapplles for the Confederate peeple.z6 B
jThe Wives of the promznent leaders in the commanxty, Mms.
Andrew Johasan, Mrs. W. G; Brownlow Mrs. Horaee Maymard
and Mrs. William B, Carter were giveﬂ 36 heﬁrs 1n whieh
to take their famxlles ‘and leave the state.57 o
, ‘Parson Br'wnlew had been 1n prlson at Knex ‘
ville frem Decemher*ani ,that Sprlég when hlS health woaldf 7
not permit farthi ‘  sQnment;‘ He was sent beyead |
the Uhién 1inéS €§f,;_j#il1e; on his arrival there he
shouted, "Glory to God i the highest, and on eartn peace,r
good will tewaid all men, ex_ept a few hell-born and hell-

f,tha'pédple grew worse.




59

,beiag:filled.and-eﬁp   :and haﬂglﬁgs and the sheady trek
. 40 '
to. Tascaloesa eontinaed.

All earrent 1iteratare and secience, perladie- 
als, and new boeks found no access. from abroad to East
Temmessee. Hews was given by aathorlty.4;; Sh@ps and
  mereantile houses, in gome 1nstanees _were elosed bat
as a rule kept Qpea~with;dlmin13hed stocks. 4 few new
ghops ﬁera‘esﬁablished;and traders found emploﬁment not

42 ;
anprofitable. = Civil law eoarts convened but with

imperfect sessions; the county courts, however, met
43 e e
‘regularly on the first Monday of each month. When,

in Oatoher of 1863 Barnside entered Knoxville thh hls
'army, Parsan Brownlew went home and resumed the pabll—,
cation of his pape.v:.44 ' ‘ i
V With tha elose of 1863 the mllitary campalgns
in Bast Tennessee termxnated. The battles for that year
included’ Chlckamaaga, whleh resalted in Rosecrans takxng
over;ehattanoa%&;vth“ baeqaeat siege of that city by
slege by Sherman., BarnSLde
4 was shot up in Knoxville by
te re1ieve,thefeity;

Ibld, 19¢

ibia, 176
Ibid 178
Temple;i§




During the siege of K

children aroand Knexv 1

eern, wheat and baﬂon Wer

Freneh Broad river inte the

from Knexville, Lengstzeet r ms

winter ef 1863= 64, mhin fif yf

“Sinee one-eighth of th '

‘had been withdrawn from peaceful labo

,‘ agricaltare ehieﬁ.,,‘_; .'_rops of 186:5 we.
Leﬂgstreet speﬂt the’W1nte in the valley 1
land and the inhabltants 8! ffered all the ev




aongress of the Uﬂited State set‘an exampla by approprlat-
51

ing %2 GOO OOO t@ aid the soathera loyallsts. mha
Federal army then oeeapyzng East‘;:mﬁesaea cooperated in
helping te reliave the &estztatlon. Throagh it 230 000
extra ratiens were issaed by the gavernment te eases of
special need 1n Tennessee.sz ! |

In meny of the northern clties rellef assca-iy
iations Were formed in order to raise fands to relxeve
needy and destltute 1oyalists. Edward Everett was tha
presxdent and drlving foree of saeh an associatlen im
Bosten.‘ Cal. Haﬁhaniel G. Taylor made the pablle addressea
while Evarett superlntended the collectlon cf the funds.
An excerpt from ene of Taylar 8 speeches cites the
reasons fer assisting the soathern Unionists. "The~
cnflscatlon of prOperty, mexcilesa conscrlptlon, arrest
imprlsonment the e: ecation of the death sentenee by
Dram*head ceart mar"
bullets and bayonet
%a reaeh the Unitea
martyrdom of fto@_z é]aon-eémbatant, snarmed
‘50, TSrowalow, Of n
5l., Winston, 01

52, Edward Evet * the Fund for the Relief




;Uaionfpeéyle

slaughtering i
property and
destitution of

in sabseriptlons hy June ¢ ,

more'were'added. Material was parchasea and tha Ladies'
Sewing clrele made 1t up inte elathing. There was 8
department which collected dlscarded clothes Whl@h
persons ‘wished to eontribute' these were sent to East

55
Tennessee. ‘ Fands were ralsed 1n like manner in Rhode

Island, New Hampshire, Malne, Vermant, and at Philadelphla.;‘
Pannsylvan1a.56 ‘ | ;

The clothlng and ‘some fcad were sant stralght‘f
to Knexville by way ef Clﬂ@lﬂﬁati- The palance ef the  » .
money was plaeed 1n banks at the Ohio eity, the money A
could be withdrawn‘hy the eammlttee at’Knoxville as‘
need'arose7&aring the following winter, The war depart-‘
ment helped by lending the ase of the railroads from '
Nashville to Knoxville. The latter was used as a
‘distrlbation~eeﬁt§r.5?

5. Hames, Op. Cit,, 307

b4, Everett
5ba bid, 64

56, TEIT: 28

57. TIbid, 59




The eld ﬂnien leaders, the remmant of the
Greenville convention, assembled at Knexville April 12,
1864 to comsidgrrmeans Qf g1lev1a§;ng}the distress.
4 committee was appointed for that purpose consisting
of Reverend Humes, Messrs. Williem Heiskell We G. b
Brownlow, John Baxter, Q. P %emple, and Joha M. Flemimg.58
The asseeiaﬁians in the North used thia eammittea as a
Vfaentral agen&y. gending the money, elethes, and feed,
to it. Hnaer the saperiatendence of the execative
committee of Knoxvxlle, local aommlttees were @rgaﬂize&
in each county and sapplies were dlstrlbuted through
the sab-eemmittees.sg ‘Thus was ‘began tha a&tmal recon~
struetien ef Eastern Tenaessee.‘ By the assistanee "
the Hmion;sta_;‘ e Kerth reﬂdered, they paid a tribate
to théfapi i§fd 1k g_leyal brethren of the valley of

East Tennesses

econstractipn

59.




REQONSTRUCTLON UNDER ANDREW JOHNSON

Nashville, the eapital ef Tennessee, havxng
een evaeaated in Febxuary, 1862 Ere31dent Llnaoln nom- |
‘natad and the Senate confirmed Andrew Johnsoa as Mili-
'ary Gevernor with the rank ef Brlgadlerwseneral Mareh :
4, 1852.l The military cemmission read: i

‘“Yea are hereby appointed Mllitary Governor

~of the State of Tennessee, with authorlty to ex-
 iercise and perform, w1thin the limits of that
state. all and SLngalan pewers, duties and fune— &
'tlens pertalning to the offlee ef Milltary
‘Gevernor, incladlng the power to establlsh
éll necessary offioes and trlbanals and
suspend the wrlt of habeas eorpﬂs. darlng
the pleasare off i Pre31&ent or until the
| loyal inhab ants ;t at state shall organ~‘
: ize a clvil g; * . ‘conformlty with the

‘Constltatie

Officialvﬁé 5




'uthnsen ade»ak
tary governér.
“The sﬁate gevernmenb hasg dlsappeared.
The execatlve has abdieated the Jadleiary is in abeyance..u
_The archives have‘beam desqaxated;‘the Pabllc prOPerty:
stolen and destrcyed;,the vaa;bs,of~the State bank violat-
ed, and its treasares robhed, including the fands @arefgls
l 1y‘gath§:ed and consecrated for all time to the instruction
ef your ehildren, In such a lamentable orisis, the governe’ 
ment of the United States eould not hé,anmindfalfof its
censtitational‘obligation to guarantee to every state
in this,Unien,aknépahlican form of gevernment¢.,,@his
0hligatio§ the Hatienal‘aovernment is now attempting to
discharga;» I have been appeinted in the absence of |
the regular and\ 'tabl;s 3d st ‘aaathoritiess as military
k be ‘;prése:?e the public
'#the Prabeetien~of law set-
‘ fand.'a§ speedily as mﬁy |
. b t %0 the same condition as
before the exist BeeosI £ind most, if not all
the offices, ho deral, vacated either by
actaal‘abandca e. action of the incumbents in
attemptlng te s 1 ; ;Gtions to & power
in hostility 0 ti oW of the state and sib-
.versiyq qf;h ool shall,~tharefane,

as early sas

ments, from among my




gavéinmehb:e' ,

 funétians'ofi£he” ~re3pect1ve efflcea antil thexr pl ;‘f_,'
i'c;ar:. he lelad by the a@tlen cf the people 5 “
Jehnsan's preelamation to the people ef
ATennessee,‘lssaed immediately after he assamed his dutles,
was striking in its eoneiliatory tone.;ﬂ@he‘sele,purpQSQ
of the milltary government was to aid in the prompt
'restoratlon of the state to its former place in the Unian.
If the pecple, theagh hithert@ dlsleyal, would consent to

farther that purpase, no annecessary obstaeles woald ‘be -

plaeeﬁfin“thelx*wayk By“implieatlon,_als@,‘none ofvthe;g;,

institutions WO@latbe~inté:ferea~with; the Federﬁl;g@tggaz,, ~;'

meht‘wbaldfneiﬁher7d~“”§tefte£m3pnar impose~hamiliating
réqairéménts7§%*pﬁdhat on  @atonementg‘ The sole coéﬁ
‘dition prescribed ission to the Constitution and
laws of the Uﬁiﬁed ta ¢ mplete amnestyfwas offered
eépeciailj’ﬁéf" D. ‘ éns who would renoanée their
disloyalty_aﬂd~rei ”allegiance,é |

' 'i‘ation was,began'by,

‘fata governmenﬁ.

Edward H. Bast was tary of state, Jeseph

ace Maynard,




. Attoraeyééene ‘~;° Cooper prlvaﬁe seeretary o

and éonfideﬁtl ,agent of the’gevernor.l A deelded re-
vival of Union sentlment ‘became apparent.‘ Peeple teek “
the oath of alleglanee by handreds ander the easy amnesty -
‘terms.s |
Until 1865 Gevernor Johnson was forced to

accept a subordinate rele and to defer to the military
poliey of the generals, but after 1868'their‘positions

were reversed- The vietories of Grant carrled the army
into other reglons. The progess of reconstruction

held the center of the stage from that blme on, with hut e
one gerious 1nterraptlon.7‘ The Confederates retained thelr
hold upon East Tannessee antll Sepﬁemher, 1863 and even‘
after that the Unlon oeoupation afforded llttlg seeur-

ity beyond thesv_ <‘l1 "n‘ the post garrisons. The

Antietam, Linco

Tennessee alone




Sinee he held the’ t»heery that the lleyal‘ cltizens of
Tennessee retained in fmll vigorkall their persenal and
f,pzaperty rights he mest earnestly de31red them, in thelr
soverelgn eapaclty, te da away w1th the 1nst1tution of
slavery by thelr own volantary act. Johnson hlmself was
aenv1nce& by 1862 that slavery and a free government were
i;nat compatible.le | | " |
Llneeln 8 policy of Emanelpatlon was & shoek
to many who had. been. m-ae to the Union, They denaunced the
 Presi&ent and the adminlstration on the groands thak they

had been promised proteetlcn for their slaves,i

view was shared by Jo

as not ready for restox- 

7§nnesage,‘(§ew Yark, 191z2)




so’as‘té givé cor

in Congress te

be 80. You mast;hav
tian he‘the‘WQrk‘of~s3
the Union. bxcluée a;“,
governmehﬁ so organlzeﬁ
beinv the one of republ,
15 L

state.

'5ane°twéhfiethr\akééi'

Maynard, and others was pahllshed ) e“Whé &eSire

eral Union as it stood prior to the re:"
sheuld meet in the @apitel at NashVLIle,

The resolutiens adepted by th cenventlon
‘deelared all laws,‘resolatlons and ordlnancés passed
‘hy the leglslature of Tennessee slnce Aprll 12 18 _k;; 

work of usurpation ana therefore v01d. The action of the -

Pr931dent in appeintlng a mllitary governor wa@ appreveé.', '”‘

They endorsed Gev"J r Johnson's sdministration, empha~73”

sized the importance ?el,ctlng a state legislature and

requested;the Mili rnor to issue wrlts and appexnt
' he first Thursday in Aug-

(Cambridge,




Unionostgﬁgoog“oatoﬂ°i:‘   ttee, Maynard Brownlow,
and Joha‘&a:ea jh ' representlng East Tennessee, to call
another convention w bnever the  deemed 1t aesirable.
~ This eleotlon dld not take piaoe.‘due to dlstarbance‘
oaused by the milltay oampalgns of 1865.

Johnson issued a proclamation September 15

iy

oontalnlnv his plan of‘roorganlzat;on,, “Elootlons were

to be held Wherever it was possible tolhold them; elsewhere?'

offloogs‘were,ﬁo‘he appointed by himselfa They Were to
follow‘tho~1aWS and oonstltutlon of the state before 1861
wherevor it woald be expedient for them to do 804
offloers were to take the oath formalateé by the con-‘;
ventlon, and neproes were to be tr;ed in the oourts by H
laws governlng freo persoas of‘ooior. W

| ’ Sepbe ber twentleth he issued a procla-
matlon oommand;ng e peoyle to hold electlons for
presidential el stors., Tenﬂessee sent ten delegatos
to the Natloma Union ioﬁveno‘on at Baltimore. Pour of
them werexipom East Tennessee. Twe separato meetings
we:eiheld, _o~""  00g and, the other at Knoxwille.
Af‘each,ongu 0 @ ?,'hosgn, The delegates

d & ,?Ota‘for;L;nooln |




cenventien beeaa‘e iﬁ was not a trae representatz

of the peaple.1““ ”

&hoat the mlddle of Janaary, 1864 Linaaln
sent'an'agent tg %enneSSee'W1th blanks and instraetioaa
to enroll eitizens'Who‘weﬁidgﬁake'the oath, Two objections
were made to this systems Who would administer the oath?
Lincoln suggested that the officers of the provisionsd -
government and snyone else that they should appoint
ghould serve. ThGSe'whc hed been loyalists sll thromh
the war thought fhat'te take the oath would place them
in the class with\the peniﬁént rebels thereby SIarriﬁg’ 
their reputations. ILincoln could not appreeiake:théﬁ  
feeling and thought it more praetical for everyone to
the oath whiech weuld make a sure and clear standard.lg‘
Lineoln 8 assumptian Was that the taking of the oath
broavht the franchxse with 1t.20

Geverner Johason believed that the ‘quali-
fications foz voters should be much more stringent. On
January 26 ‘he 1ss"}ﬂ.a prealamatlon for an election for
eeanﬁy‘officers fe‘hg;hel° the first Saturday in March.

ot expest :e enemies of the United States
t intended that they be
iéeg“?l %herefere'the

hé reqaireméhts of the




to suhsarlbe;ta;the;fallow1ng oath.

that I Will henceferth supnort the vonstltutlen . ;
of the Unlte& States and defend it against the assaults’
of sll of its enemies; that I will henceforth be and

- eonduct myself as a tras, faithipl eitizen of the

- United sStates, freely and volanﬁgrily claiming to be
subjeet to all thevaaties and obligations, and eﬁtiﬁled~
;tQ all the rights and privileges of sueh qitizénship; ‘
that I ardently‘ﬁeSire the sappxession of thé pnesegﬁ
'insarrectlon and rebellion agalnst the government of

the United States and all laws and proclamatlons made 1n

‘p&rsnanae thereof - may be speaally and permanently estah Jf”

,1ished ana enforaed* r all the people, states snd
territories th and forther, that I will hereafter
Aaid,andfasgist;a 1 1 1 people in the accomplishment

. . ; 22
of all these results. So help me Gad.

yalists of ennessee were becoming

more fédiealxand  coln' 'w;se offer, that voters woald’
only have,tQ  _ m £ ';éyalty and acquiesee in
the aca@mpii | ""ha war, was left\behindg
the Attorney-General,
| Qésh;p, forfeited by
 @n1y’by'sahéerihing to

gﬁefgonstitution rest:iéteé‘




'monthé, nOfpe ‘f'; ‘" f l e or been gallty of a)ﬁ”
loyal aet co 1 vote until six months after takxng
the Qath.?z This was bat one more means of dlsqual~
ifying secessionist v@texs._ 411 Jjudges and officers
holding the elections m to take 8t1ll enother oath:
.to permit none ta vote who had not setisfied the
"reqalrements of the proclamatlen.24 |
In the ensuing March elections serious
discord hroke out in East Tennessee, There the Unionlst
pepulation had suffered and was suffering to sueh & great

extent from the effeets of the war, that g feeling of

fierce hatred existed between the Unionists and Seaassi@nif

ists,. Johnson conagnﬁngﬁeayhis efforts upon that strong-

- group was made @p oft
' A, partisan fighters,

ercilessness of war in




Both'gréapé bréﬁghb iﬁ r

eeald ebtain a maaerlty. ; ‘

radicals to deta@h Bast @ennassee as a separate‘s“

This mevement eallapsed before the determlned nppes;ﬁion 
of Jehnson.zs Tha dehate heeame aermmenmeas, and as no
agreement eould be reaohaa an adaourmnent was agreed to  ’:
in order te preserve what harmony there was. .

ﬁy‘zl Johmson. W1th the help'ff"

Brownlow éﬁdza; P, Templa, sueceeded in getting i
29

pregram endorsed by a Unianist mass meetlng. | ;
The permanent @ommittee of the Knoxville"

Greanevxlle conventlcns, on Kovember 12 1864 ealled a ‘f
meeting ef all the loyallsts of the state at Nashvmlle

to be held Becembér 19.5§ Citizens of East Tennessee Weke
: summened ta Knoxville on December 31xth te appaint their
*delegates to thls conVentlan. The meeting at Kashvmlle
was pestpnmed until Janaa'" 9, 1865 dae to the invasion’ 
of the‘Army of Tem&assggkanﬁér Hood. He was defeated by
‘GenéfalwmhoéasVWithin __ ,  miles of Nashvilla on Deeember
sixteéh#h;w:ihei outhe my. Was atterly erushed and the
1a$€ Hbﬁé”that‘ﬁ’e~ u k et be won by the Confeder-

hnson, Plebeisn and Pat-




silenced,

~//;-_:‘ » The preposed meeting begaa at NashV1lle

on Janaary ninth.‘ It WaS composed of delegates chosen
hy mass meatlngs; mare or less rapresentative mxngled
citizens ,wha represented @nly themselves~ and saldlers
sent by thexr regimenﬁs. All delegahes were seatea “Who
had given activa suppart’to the Union Gaase and whe had
;never velantarily herne arms against the government oz
veluntarlly glven aid and comfort te the enemj."sg

Colonel S« R¢ R gers was eleeted president.

; By this method East
‘@O votes in. 1861 receive&x
n; Middle Tennessee, with 8,000
"and WéstiféageSSge,,with |
ved 58 yﬁheréffect'ef this
‘ty with East TeanSSee and

iz tlon of the gstate in

fﬁ‘e meeting deaidéd‘to make

iog for the reorganization




amd te prah b’t _he legislétuke\from ever reviving lt.

- The conventien éaelar &:anconstltatlonal and veld the
Deelaratlon of In epéndenee, the Ordlnance ef Seee831on,
the Oenventlen and Mllltary league with the Confederaey. ‘k
They alsa repudlated all laws of the seeessionist B
1egislature ana all acts performea in pursuance of them.
incladlng tha isspe of state bonds, nates ef the Bank ,“ﬁ
of @ennesaee and 1ts branches, and all debts ereated n
the name of tha staﬁe. All sabsequent leglslatares f ;
were forbldaen ta authorlze the payment of any sueh debt;

The Gonvention saspended the statate of leltathRS

frem May 6 1861 antil the leglslatare shoald restore 1t-‘

personal serviee of pro ess apon the defendant, antil thef

ether regulatione. All clvil

V @ffiee until thef
their suceessors

the state ana th

and the two ame
were apprév,é;

Jehnéon?s;él;




ly supplanted at

the regalar bleial eleetien in 186’7. " The convention
nemiﬂatea We G, B;ownlaw:fer'governer and ceaﬁitteﬁ ﬁhe
ﬁamiﬁg'of eandidates~for the legislature to the'deleggtes
of their respective dlstrlets. ' |

- The admlnlstration party was defended at th\ 
ballet box by reqaigxng.the:voters“te take the same~qaﬁh:
n§QaiEed iﬁ*ﬁévemhéfgyfﬁhe name of each votér‘héd‘
written on the back of his ticket and the bickets I
with the clerks of the county eoagtg‘fOr reference
Aﬁyaﬁbfépposgd to theﬁparty*was knoWn‘tc them*and‘
"éX§eet té reap4the‘éenseQaeﬁdesiof“diSlcyalty; “Mbmharﬂ
of the army and qualified voters might cast thelr voteg
anywhexe theyfhappened~te‘be¢~ Returns were made te tha
Seeretary of State and the results pabllshed by the
governé .?5‘k“ ;
3 , :e amendments aud acts proposed were
ratlflea by 25 95ﬁto 48 votes, Only 287 ceantles 1n
the state sent i eturns~ Shelby county Was the only

snnessees The number of votes,

_ten per cent required by




’tiake£ 2¢¢ai#
The legislaﬁyu
ified the th‘
tatlen. ?he’

8overhment*and~}ﬁ5 lect Unit d States' Senaters.T

‘Until the x;ew ‘

State after the departare cf Johmsan for Washlngten.

I Baeemher of 1865 senaﬁors and repref

be admitted ta# ongress, bat that body refused ta admlt
them until Tennessee had heen declared a member of the
Unien hy & formal Act of Congress.ég For almost elght
months they We  : pt‘waiting. fhe radiaal Cangress

not want more vates fob Jehnsen in the Senata. Finally,
on Jaly 25, 1866 the state; by jelnt resolatlon, was

declarea to be thereby restored te the Unlon.
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