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Background; Start in boxing; Arrival at UW; John Walsh and Vern Woodward; Career at UW; Elimination of boxing at UW; Other UW boxers.

Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:02	Interviewer's introduction of RM.

00:00:57	RM says he started boxing in Milwaukee with the Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) in 1945.  Parental permission was necessary in order for boys to box, he says; but because his parents would not give him permission, he registered using the name of a friend.  RM says that one of the AAU boxing officials recognized RM from a track meet in which RM had participated and notified RM's parents that RM was boxing.

00:01:59	RM says that John Walsh and Vern Woodward attended one of RM's boxing matches, after which they asked RM to come to the UW to box.  RM says that because he was not a very good student, he was not interested in attending the UW.  Instead, in 1946, he joined the military service.  He left the service in late 1947 and went to work for the Bell Telephone Company.  When Vern Woodward again invited RM to come to the UW, he quit his job and became a student and member of the boxing team.

00:03:55	RM talks about the coaching style of John Walsh and Vern Woodward.  Walsh and Woodward stressed hard physical workouts and developing technique.  RM says he boxed his first few matches for Wisconsin at 165 lbs., but normally fought at 155.  RM adds that the only boxing matches he ever lost while on the UW team were his first and last fights.

00:06:38	RM jokes that the reason he boxed so well was because he was afraid of getting hurt.  He adds he was more of a counter-puncher than a puncher.  He says that the toughest fights he ever participated in were during sparring workouts.

00:08:00	RM reports that there was some resistance to the UW boxing program from some UW faculty members, particularly from Professor Morton.  RM talks about a study which was conducted on the physical condition of boxers that was in part a result of this criticism from faculty members.  RM says that Morton and other critics hoped to prove that boxing was physically detrimental to participants.  RM adds that the results of the study failed to show any harmful effects.

00:11:08	RM says that it is very unfortunate that the UW eliminated its boxing program, because it provided athletic opportunities to people who might not necessarily excel at the more traditional sports.  RM says he wrote a letter to the Board of Regents of the UW in protest when the boxing program was eliminated.

00:11:55	RM says that the training head gear which team members wore was very thick and designed to protect boxers from the effects of blows to the head.  He says that the head gear that the UW boxers wore in matches only minimally protected the boxers from the effects of blows to the head.  The purpose of this head gear was to prevent cuts, ear injuries and injuries to the back of the head which sometimes occur when a boxer is knocked down.

00:13:41	RM says that the UW boxing program was beneficial to many students, and that he has thought about starting a boxing program for kids in Madison.

00:15:28	RM talks about various other members of the UW boxing team, and in particular members of the 1952 team.  RM comments on a planned fortieth anniversary reunion of the team members from this year.

00:22:25	RM says that after he got married in 1949, he and his wife lived in a house with four other boxers.   RM says that he and Bob Rankin, who were co-captains of the team, have remained close friends.  He adds that the members of the boxing team had a close camaraderie.

00:25:17	RM tells a story about going on a fishing trip with Gene Lynn, a former teammate, and John Walsh.

00:26:43	RM says that his toughest fight was his first fight, which was against Herb Carlson.

00:28:19	RM says that around forty individuals from Walsh's teams won some sixty national championships.

00:30:51	End of side.


Tape 1/Side 2

00:31:03	RM and the interviewer continue a discussion of UW boxers who won championships.  RM comments on his last bout.

00:32:02	End of side.  End of interview.
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