Graphs of Wisconsin AFDC/“W-2" Caseload Trends and Unemployment Rates:
1986-1998

The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Employment and Training Institute prepared graphs of
AFDC (Aid to Families with Dependent Children) and “W-2" (“Wisconsin Works,” the
replacement family income support program using federal Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families funds) caseloads along with unemployment rates by county for the period from July
1986 through December 1998 when Wisconsin implemented its welfare reform initiatives. The
graphs show the monthly unemployment rates and AFDC (and "W-2" TANF support) caseloads
for each of Wisconsin's 72 counties.

The Employment and Training Institute evaluations of Wisconsin welfare reform efforts during
the period from 1987-1991 showed the strong impact of a rapidly improving labor market,
which accounted for most of the caseload reduction during the 1986-1991 period. See, John
Pawasarat and Lois M. Quinn, Wisconsin Welfare Employment Experiments: An Evaluation of
the WEJT and CWEP Programs (University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Employment and Training
Institute, September 1993). Additional months of AFDC and unemployment data are presented
for the period 1991-1998, but statistical testing has not been conducted for this most recent
period.

Unemployment rates are presented using moving averages to adjust for seasonal fluctuations.
The “W-2"” TANF caseloads include only cases receiving income payments. Note: Two AFDC
programs are now funded separately through TANF and not part of Wisconsin's “W-2" program
-- Kinship Care support for children living with non-legally responsible relatives (formerly
AFDC/NLRR), and Caretaker Supplement payments for children in cases headed by parent(s) on
SSI (formerly included under AFDC). Monthly data were not available for numbers of TANF
cases in Kinship Care or C-Supp and public assistance trendlines do not include these families.
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BARRON COUNTY

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Uemployment Rates
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Burnett County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Chippewa County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Columbia County
Monthly AFDCAV-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Dane County

Monthly AFDCMN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Door County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Dunn County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Eau Claire County
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Florence County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Forest County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Green County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates

a00 3%
450 +
400 -
+ 6%
a0 +
300 +
250 4 Unemployment | 4%
Rate
200 +
1580 + '\ 20
T (1}
100 T \Welfare VWaiver
=l Experiments Begin AFDCAN-2 Cases
[0 A P 6
18986 1987 1988 1889 1890 1981 1992 18583 1994 1995 1986 1997 14998
Source: Employment and Training Institute-University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee-1993.
Green Lake County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
350 12%
00 + 110w
250 - .
AT 1 oo
B R A
200 Unemployment B
T i}
150 1 (Rate
=1 an
100 + 4
\Welfare Waiver 704
a0 + - . ARG TYS
Experiments Begin
AF
0 R 0%

Source: Employment and Training Institute-University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee-1999.

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Employment and Training Institute, AFDC/“W-2" Caseload Trends: 1986-1998



lowa County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Jackson County
Meonthly AFDCMN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Jefferson County
Menthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Juneau County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Kenosha County

Monthly AFDCAY-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Kewaunee County

Monthly AFDCAY-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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La Crosse County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Lafayette County
Menthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Lincoln County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Marathon County

Monthly AFDCANY-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Marquette County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Milwaukee County

Monthly AFDCAW-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Oconto County
Menthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Outagamie County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Pepin County
Meonthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Polk County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Price County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Richland County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Rusk County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates

14%
T 12%
1 10%
Unemployment
T A%
- - .""J- _.-.
' -1 B%
Welfare YWaiver T 4%
Experiments Begin 1 904
AFDCAV-2 Cases
[ R

1886 198 1888 1989 1890 18971 18982 1893 1884 1895 1086 1897 1888

Source: Emplayment and Training Institute - University of Wisconsin-Milwaukes - 1999

Sauk County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates

12%
+ 10%
AFDCAV-2 Cases

T+ 3%
T A%
Unemployment T+ 4%

VWelfare YWaiver Rate h
100 4 Experiments Begin T 2%
O HHHH-HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH R 19

1986 1957 1883 1889 1990 19891 1982 18983 1894 1895 1986 1847 1593

Source: Employment and Training Institute - University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee - 1939

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Employment and Training Institute, AFDC/“W-2" Caseload Trends: 1986-1998



Sawyer County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Sheboygan County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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St. Croix County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Taylor County

Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Vernon County

Monthly AFDCAY-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Walworth County
Monthly AFDC Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Washington County
Monthly AFDCAW-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Waupaca County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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Winnebago County
Monthly AFDCAN-2 Cases and Unemployment Rates
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