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THE DEVELOPMENT OF

INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS
FOR WOMEN IN WISCONSIN
by Diane Gilbertson

ABSTRAOT ,

- It was the purpose of this study to show the growth

of athletic competition for college women in the state
of Wisconsin from 1900—1973 l\During this time period,
women's athletics in Wisconsin were influenced by the
social pressures and économic conditions that were -

occurring not only in the state, but on the national

level as well.

Oollege women attending the Wiscbnsin Normal»Schools

experlenced the popularityﬁof athletic eompetition in
o Vt/ ((((( e
the early 1900' s.i Then, when competition for women

became unacceptable because of the exploitation of women >

athletes, college womén particlpated in intramural pro=-

grams, in which there was’no competition with other

schools. In the 1960's, there was a renewed interest for

more extensive athletic programs for college women, partly
because of the need for highly skil}gd women athletes to

participate in the 0lympic Games. g‘“’gﬂmﬁ%“"

In 1970, concerned physical educators from the
various Wisconsin colleges, met to discuss the possibility

of organiZing these schools into a conference., As a



result of these meetings, the Wisconsin Women's Inter-

collegiate Athletic Conference was organized to meet

the needs of the exnand1ng athletic programs for women

at the colleglate level. Thirteen schools became members

of the confefence,and,yin 1971, the first athletic con-

ference for college women in Wisconsin became a reality.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

There has been a tremendous increase in the growth

of athletlc programs for college women in the state of

o

Wisconsin in the 1966'3 and 1976'9.2*_1stor1ca11y, it %%ﬂﬁﬂa7§§§@@g '

is important that anﬁinvgstigation of the events that
contributed to this;growth be made before primary source
materials are lost orfunavailable;:jTherefore, 1t was

the purpose of thie study to present an historical
account of the development of intercolleglate athletics
for women in the state of Wisconsin from 1900 to 1973,

3
Competltlion for college women 1is not a new concept

in the United States or in Wisconsin, Rather, as this

study reveals, college women in Wisconsin schools have /¢«

been competing in sports slnce the first Wisconsin normal

schools‘qhenedntheirwggqrs~toﬁthemjinH1866.~ In some

instances, women competed in basketball before men's teams
weré even organized, and when men began to particlpate and
eventually compete in basketball, women coached the
teams! (81363)

In the 1960's 'and 1970's a trend developed toward
| 1ncreased intercolleglate athletic programs for women

in the state Qf Wisconsin. As a reéult of this growth,




the -E‘?iéf,cgzi‘sih. Women's Intercolleglate Athletic Gonfexﬁm;
ence (WWIAC) was formed in 1971,‘thgs glving added
impetus to the expanding sports programs for college
Women o R

Although this study deals only with the competl-
tion of women at,the'cbllege level, it 1s noteworthy
to mention that there has been a tremendous increase
in girls' sports programs at the high school level in
Wisconsin, as well as several other states in the -

United States. This increase, naturaily, has resulted

in expanded‘college programs as young women seek oppor=

tunities to continue to participate in athletics.
Competition among women in sports 1s not a new

concept. Simllar tqmother controversial toplcs, women's

athletics has been encouraged at some poiﬁts and repressed
at stlll other times. There was a peribd in the early
1900's when ﬁomen's athletics was very pppular with the
school public. (76:200) ‘Competition}among women revolved
almost exclusively around basketball contests. During |
thls period, competition for women was considered to be

‘a worthwhile activity. A survey conducted in 1909,

showed that nearly half of the colleges in the Midwest'
and West engaged in women's intercolleglate competition,
In general, these contests were conducted under desirable

controls, such as, women's officials, an audience_by




AAnvitation only, fionsuciel suppordy by the volleges; aand

W ¢ - -
mirdite - (78451)

m

the absence of o professicnal

In the 1905, Bagketibsll Gulde for Women and Glrls,
three'promihént théical educafors; Hitchoocek, Gulick;
and Berenson; expressed their views in regard to women
competing in baskétball. These early leaders in phys=
ical education‘felt that it was necessary to develop
a sense of teamwork and cooperation among women, ané
that the game of basketball could help dévelop these
tfaits. In their opinlon, these tralts were developed
rather than inherited., B

Dr. Edward Hitchcock, an M.D;, and one of the
early pioneers in modern physical education, supported

basketball for women and said that basketball was to

women what football was to men, (9:107)‘ A woman,
according to Hitchcock, by anthropometric measure, was
lighter in weight, had smaller arms and legs, was shorter,
and did not have the lung capacity of a man. In pro-
portion of muscle and nerve, however, a woman could
outlast a man. Women could develop the endurance that
was necessary to play basketball. (80:25)

In the same book, Dr. Luther H. Gulick, one of
the foremost leaders in physical educétion during the
nineteenth and early twentleth century claimed basketball




owas needed by vwomen bedause- Lt was nore 4iffieult for-

women Ho develop teamwork than 1t was for men. Gulick

felt that Women Were“loyal‘to the homs and 1ts interests,
but men had léyaities,and interests outside of the |
family. (9:145)"

In 1905,”tﬁeurole of women in American culture

wasg changing from that of homemaker to community worker

and career woman. This new role in soclety demanded
characteristicsﬂthatwup to this time had been undeveloped
in women. Educators felt that there was a discipline

which could be developed from playing the game of basket=

ball and that a womanfcbuld learn to subordinate her-

self for the interest of the team. (80:12)

Miss Senda Berenson was the third prominent physical

educator interested in basketball for women. Mlss Berenson, -

who taught at Smith College, was actively engaged in

promotingvbasketbail,for women in the earliest years,

In fact, 1t was Miss Berenson who edited the first baeket-
ball rules book for women. (4:160) She felt that team |
games were needed to help women develop the character=
istics needed to enable them to participate in the in-
creased number of epportunities open to them. (80:25)
Miss Berenson, who believed that women needed a sport

which would give them both physical development and
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enjoyment, expressed her beliefls in ihe valuss ol
vall for women in the following statemonh?

It 1s a splendid game to develecp physical

courage. Timid students who are afraid to

Jump a low rope, who say with a pale smile

that they were not made for athletlics~—-

meaning anything in the world except maoking
a-ball -of themselves over a book-=~gei so

interested that before they know it they

are In the midst of the runners. It also

cultivates self-denlal, as 1t teaches to

give up one's own honors for the good of

the whole, and glves good opportunities

for self-control and gentle manners, all

‘0f which form such-a great part in the

development of character and true womanhood., (4:160)

Although basketball was very popular with the
general.public,-itfWasfnot included in the physical
education curriculum. At this time, the physical

education program in colleges, consisted priﬁarily

of 1nstrﬁctiéﬁwigméyEQQStics and calisthenics. (43:138)
Becaﬁse of this, coaches emerged from'fhe general pub-'
iic, with no training in the field of physical education.
As a result of poor coaching methods, of tooc much :
pressure on the partlcipants, and general misuse of -

the athletes involvéd, competition for women became
discouraged in our culture. Many felt that women athletes

were being expioited and Justly sov—-(80:21)
INTRAMURAL ERA

In part, as a reaction to the above, the Intramural

Era eﬁerged in the 1900's. {3:457) Educatcrsvfelt




O

-that'thi~i‘vpe of nrogr?m wag best for college womern

becauqc tﬂ“ ni llm and s*umblinr blocko toot marrea

previoub competitive athletic programs for women could !
be~avoided, ~Women»physical eduoators«were in charge
of the programs, and with qualified women heading the
intramurél programs instead of men, there appearedvto

be a greater understanding of the needs of college Women.

The intramural program satisfled many college girls
but did not challenge the girls who were highly skilled
athletes. The girls with above~average ability and &
keen desire to compete with those of thelr own skill
level were neglected.‘

-~ The 1930's were marked by the public's demand for

‘Increased recreational programs. As a result of this

new interest, the physical education programs in the

colleges and universities shifted froﬁ a formal-typé

of program to one of informal activities. (3:453)
A wide varlety of new activities were introduced to the
physical education curriculum. Many of these were new i

o0 the instructor as well as the student. Some of the

new activitles included archery, badminton, speedball,
squash, and minlature golf.

| The campaign to eliminate‘intercollegiate compé-
tition for women continued through the mid 1930's. The

ma jority of women's athletic assoclations on the college
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camprses were directed by the department of physical
gGuecation for women. 4As a result of this contrsl, the
mein emphasis was placed on increased participsiion in

intramurals, ekxtramurals, and sportsdays. (3:457)
NEW SOCIAL CHANGES

When Congress ad journed in June, 1933, the United

States had been introduced to a new soclal philosophy.
The concept of rugged individualism was replaced by the
theme of equal opportunity and "abundant 1living" for all.
The Public Works Administration allocated over three
billion dollars for public instruétion. Cne sixth of
this amount was for the building of school facilitles.
The Civil Works Project Adménistration also allotted

millions of dollars that went to the lmprovement and
construction of sports and recreationalffacilities in
educational institutions. The Works Project Admini-
stration also encouraged the introduction of publie
programs by providing trained instructors in the field
of recreation. (3:436)

With the onset of World War II, men went off to
war and women took over most of the Jobs they left behind.
The concept that "woman's place was in the home" changed
as women took on édded responsibility in the world of

work. The gradual emanclpation of women from the home,
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the inmproved étiiﬁu&%-ﬁdéafﬁ heé f?eﬁiém, and the inciéése‘
of the number_ofmﬁaﬁen”employed in ﬁﬁe.faatcries gave
her a mare’independent~social position, This Wag re=
flected in her cholce of clothes,'entrance into sports,
and demandlfor expanded educatlional opportunities. (45181}
With this change;vavnew philosophy regarding women | t
competing in athletics came into exlstence, and as a
result, athletic leagues for women‘emerged}in city
recreation programs. B

When the war ended, women had gained some freedoms,.
Those girls who went to céliege were not satisfied with
fhe intramural programs as they then exlsted, andufhe |
women physical educators were forced to extend intra=-

mural programs to -meet thelr needs. As a result, com=

petition with teams from other schools was sought, and

the extramural program came into exlstence.




 Some historical studies eiated ﬁo'ihe devélovmant .
of Women‘é'aﬁhletics’énd‘cdmﬁeﬁit on 2t tue ésllewiaﬁs
level inélude the folLowing: ﬂatts (82), in hpr study»
on "The Ohangirg Conceptions of Competitive Sports
Girls and Women in the United States from 1880-1950,"
collected data from statistiealkand faétual reforts,‘
opinions, and recommendations in addresSeé; eéiﬁorials,
and commlttee reports. Watts tracéd the intramﬁral

movement and ldentifled the efforts of‘VariousfPEOple

[

I

to promote an intercolleglate athletic program for women.

Kiefer (78) in, "The Desirability and Feasibility

of Intercollegiate Sports for College Women" sent a

quesbionnaire to sixteen four-yoar colleges in

in 1968, The results indicated that due to an insuf-

ficlent number of faculty members at the institutions

Kentucky

surveyed there were no intercollegiate athletic programs

of any depth for women.

Heflin (77) in 1968, completed "An Analysis of
Women's Intercolleglate Sports Programs in Selected
Oolleges—and Universities." She pointed out that one
of the main goals of education was to provide oppor-

tunities for all. If this postulate is to be adhered




vomen to meet thelr needs ;n sperts activitles, Colleges
énd univerSifies.shouldvbe providing mcre‘aﬁd vetter cpuei-
tunities for the highly skilled women in athletics.

In a thesis written by Morrison (80) at Ohic State
Unlversity, the changes in phllosophy regarding women In
sports were studled. Morrison traced the changes in attl-
tudes of women physical educators toward competition and
showed how their changing philosophy brought abdut subse=-
quent changes in women's basketball rules, |

A dissertation related specifically to competition
for men is the, "History of thé Wisconsin State University
Oonference" by Ronald Smith,(81).‘ He traced the history of

the first]Wisccnsin normal_échools and focused on the develop=

ment of thelr athletic conference, ‘
There are many parallels between the development of
the program for men and the currently developing progranm
for women in Wisconsin., Many references were made to women
athletes as Smith discuésed the total athletlc structure.
in the Wiscohsin normal schools,
Another historical dissertation that dealt with physl-
cal education and ath;etics in the Midwest was a study by
Foss (76). In this study entitled, "A History of Professional
Prepafation in Physical Education for Women in the Teachers
Colleges of Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa," she discussed
the development of a professional trainingAprogram for women
as well as trends which affected athletic programs for women

in these institutions.
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CHAPTER IT -
THE POPULAR YEARS

The creatlon of the game of basketball by James Nai-
smith; s YMCA leader in 1891, had a tremendous impact on

both men and women in ‘the country. Nationally, women be=

gan playing basketball before men did in many of the nation's
‘colleges. This was especlally evident in the state of Call-
fornia where basketball was considered to be primarily a
girls' sport until men started to play the game in 1910. (7:422)

This Was true also in Wisconsin where women students, 2t

tending two-year normal schools, organized basketball teams

before the male students had even played the game., Not
long after the teams were organlized, women were playing

other teams from both normal schools and groups outside of

the school., PFor instance, the girls at Oshkosh Normal
School organized a basketball team in 1902 which defeated
a team from nearby Ripon College. (51:97)

Basketball was so popular with the girls at Oshkosh

Normal School that one young man put his feelings into this

poem, "A Valentine to a Basketball Girl."

Will you be my valentine?
‘Or, Alasl Have I a rival?

If 1t's the game of basketball '
Then all my hopes I stifel. (81:63)




12
In 1898, baskeiball was vlayed by hobth men and women,

”

f N

but 1t wae claimed to be “more of a ladies' game," The

following year = men's team was organized at Oshkosh Nore
mal Schobl»and édached 5y a woman who wanted a.wellmdiscik
plined team. BShe stated that at thé "£ipst indication of
indifferent or poor playling on the part cf one of the regu-
lars his place wlll be filled by one of the scrubs." This
same situétion prevailled at the Platteville Normal School

where a woman ccached both the men's and women's teams in.

1903, (81:63)

It is quite possible that the main reason women were.

{kfnmJ

the first coaches;for basketball was that each of the
normal schools had a woman physical training instructor.

A number offfhesgwypmen had been trained in the East and,

no doubt, had come into contact with the game, Because

there were no men physical training instructors until 1912,

it was loglcal that the male students turned to the women

instructors for aséisténce in learning the game of hasket-

balls (81:64) , e,
This situation was particularly evident at Oshkosh

Normal School where Miss Elizabeth Rheem Stoner was the
Physical Dlrector. Miss,sfoner, who was from Pennsylvania,wu
had received her training in the East. In the fall of

1899, Miss Stoner was appoinfed the Physical Director at

Oshkosh Normal School. (50:15)
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. Vinen Miss Stoner arrived on the cempus in 18994
bagkgﬁball at QshkoahnNoxmai SchoolfwékanOWﬂ 0§ief1y,
as a 1adies’_game. chwevei;'becéﬁse.of the heéd.ﬁor .
sowme indoor”gamé for men, MissvStoner-Qpenéd the’gyﬁ-
,Vnasium to the male students also. This prdved‘to be
a great success and it did not take long.before 8 suf-
ficlent number of men were actively particlpating on
several basketball‘teams. These teams were organized
and coached by Miss Stoner. (50:15) |

Basketball was also very popular with the students
at Stevens Point Normal School., In 1898, there were
six girls' teams and four boys' teams under the super=-
vision of Miss Crawford of the physical tralning depart-

‘ment. The boys' team played against Lawrence College

of Appleton, on February 22, 1898, in the first boys
game ever played'against another school’by Stevens
Point Normal., According to the school newspaper,
"The school camnot boast of too many basketball vice
iories, but her (Miss Crawford's) players have attained
a fair degree of skill in the game . . " (25:46)

A woman also éupervised the basketballiprogrém

at.PlatteVilleuNormal School. Miss Agnes Otls Brigham

was the;physical”train;gg instructor and, like the
other instructors at this time, had received her training

in the East. Miss Brigham had studied at the Boston




Séhool‘offGymnagﬁi@s,.ﬁarﬁar& Summer Sehéél,rané %he'

Sargent. School of.PhysicalvTraining.'fHer‘%eamé at

Platteville Normal School did not compete with teams

outside of the school as the gymhasium floor at Platﬁ6~.,k

ville was too small for competition of this type. (32:56)
THEVROLE OF BASKETBALL

N

By 1880, more than half of the liberal arts colleges
in thé country admitted both men and women students.

Social customs,~then,faS~now, influenced the extent-and

'“type~of~participation‘by~woﬁen in physical education and
competitive sports. 'Basketball clubs were formed as
early as 1882, "In 1901, a rules committee for women's

basketball became a reality. (5) This was true not’only

on the natlonal scene, but also evident at the Wisconsin
Normal Schools. Basketball was very ﬁopular with the
female students attending the normal schools at Platte=
ville, Oshkosh, Whitewater, Ia Crosse, and Stevens Point.
The women students were quickly caught up in the game

' of basketball and formed class teams at their respective
schools., In many cases, the women students were con-

" sidered to'be much more skilled than the ﬁale students,
who were Just learning the game. (72) At Oshkosh Normal
School, forlexample, the girls orgéniied basketball teams .

as early as 1897, (49373)
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Toe first basketball geame in the history of Sievens
Foint Normal School was played on Janusry 2%, 1898. DBoth

‘men and women parilecipated in that first hlstorle contest

played before 350 spectators. The ladles started off the
evening by playing their game first. Because the school
colors were purple and gold, it was decided thai the pare

ticlpating teams be named according to the school colors.

Consequently, one team was designated the Purple Team,

while thelr opponents were named the Gold Teamo, The
following 1s an account of the first basketball game
ever played at Stevens Point Normal Schools

After playing for ten minutes Laura Burce
succeeded in making a basket from the field.
The Purples ‘soon made one. At the end of
the first half, the score was 2-2. The gane,
which lasted one~half hour, ended in a tile

at 4=-4, Miss Peterson captained the Purple
and Miss Burce the Gold. (25:46)

Also that same year, the girls basketball team from
‘Stevens Point Normel School, travelled forty miles to
Weyauwega, and defeated their high school team by a

score of 8?2. Thls marked the first time the team had
defeated another school in a basketball contest., (26:76)
At Platteville Normal School, the year 1900 marked
 the beginning of girls' basketball at that school.
Several ladies' teams were organized and they competed
~against the meﬁ of the school. According to the school
annual, the Spectrum, "the ladies kept the rougher sex

hustling to keep matters evem." (70) This practice




- gortinusd into the 1901 semson when there were two
 women's teams and two men's teams that ccmpeted against
each other.  The skill level was evenly matched and the

‘games were ‘generally quite even., (70)

in 1908, the First Teanm at Platteville Normal Schocl

had an enviable reeordg Thig team won all games played
against the other six teams of the school as well as
defeating the Platteville High School teams by scores
of 49-2, 53=10, and 57=11, Members of this winning
team were: Norma Verbeck, captain; Kathleen Beardsley,
Bess Murphy, Eva. Tenney, Edna Luchsinger, Millle Lewis,
Rose Pclahd, and Gall Hickcox.

On January 17, 1908, this team travelled fiftymthree
miles to Monroe to take on the high school team of that

community. The Platteville girls faced theilr first
defeat of the season when they were défeated by the
Monroe team, 30-4, The Platteville girls were at a
definite disadvantage as they were not accustomed to
rlaying on a waxed floor or in such a large gymnasium.
The return game was held in the Normal gymnasium, but
the Platteville glrls were agaln defeated by the much

taller and stronger Monroe team, 26=10. (73)

During this time, the girls at Oshkosh Normal School

also flelded a basketball team in. addition to the class
teams. Eight girls made up the Flrst Team which played
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against Milwaukee Norwal School on March 18, 1930,

The Oshkosh girls played well, but they were deieat Lad

i8n10 by an experienced Milwaukee team.

Like the other Schools,'Whitewater Normal School,
vstartéd basketball for,giris in 1903'with class tourn»
aments maklng up the competition. The class tor rnam@ntd

were very popular, but the girls did seek competltlon

with teams outside of the school. In 1913, the girls
basketball team from Platieville Normal School invlited

the glrls from Whitewater to play a basketball contest
with them, but the game did not take place. The Board
of Regents, which governed the operation of the normal

schools, declded that no basketball games could be played

between the girls of the state normal schools. (38:97)
Even though the girls coulu not compete agalinst '
other schools, they did have their own class basket=-
ball tournaments. Seven teams took part in the 1913
tournament at Whitewater Normal School, which was won
by the Senlors who deféated the Third Year team two out
of three games. The two teams were evenly matched ahd
the'Senior team was‘hard pressed in the first meeting
_to defeaf their opponents, 10-8, As the score indicates,
the game was very close, and was 1in féct’forced into
overtime, The teams played two extra five minute halves

to determine the winner. The next meeting between the




Artwb ﬁéamsvwasAmbre_conviﬁﬁing 2g ﬁheHSQniars qvéfﬁh@iméd o
)the Third Year team 7-0, (38:98) | a |

| The iaerossé ﬁormainchobl‘opened in 1909, and 1t |
 was not 16ng after that the first basketball teaﬁs were
formed for bdth men éhd Womenvstudents. ‘Thé 1911 La}GEOSSe

yearbook, The Racquet, contains the following information

concerning the popularity of basketball at that school.
"The boys of the class orgénizéd a basketball team early
iﬁ'the fall énd made for themselﬁes ah envizble record, .
winning the greater number of games played." The girls

of the school also organized two basketball teamé and
practiced throughout the season, although they played

no outside teams, (62) | ) ‘

Seven women composed the 1911 Senlor basketball

team at La Crosse Normal School, In November this teém,
which had been organized im 1910, took on the Junior
team, and won the school champlonship by defeating thenm
15=9. 'Thls tean wés coéched’by Mr. Alfred Mueller, who
was also the men's coach at the time., Mr. Mueller was
quoted as saying, "this is the snapplest buﬁch that he
had ever coached." The school annual went on to say that
although the team played no games with other schools,

the average observer could see that had the girls made

a tour of the state, fhe championship could easily‘havé

been thelrs. This team was noted for their fast play,

-




splendid %eamw&rk,‘&ﬁd the observance of signaliz. (62}

Xthough the»team,was,coached by a man, there was 8
woman chaperone, in this case, Miss‘Thayer, WAC WAS
a mewber Of the physical education depariment,

A class basketball toufnament was held in 1914,

at Ia Crosse Normal School and proved to be afgreét
successe. It was felt that where the Physlcal Education
Course playedrsuch an important part in’the normal»s¢hool
offerings, the girls of the schocl should be represented
in 2t least one form of athletics., It was through the
efforts of Dr. Sputh, the first Director of Physicai
Fducation, and some students that the first class basket-
ball tournament%was conducted. The class tournament was

aigreatWsucggﬁgjwﬁﬁéwlﬁwwas,hoped that a2 similar contest

could be held in the future., (63)

These class basketball tournaments for girls were
also éopular'at the other normal schools. According to
the 1915 Iris, one of the most interesting athletic

events at‘Stevens Point Normal School was the gifls'

. basketball tournament. The final game of the 1915

tournament was played on March 26, and there was more
than the usual amount of excitement, The gallery was
filled with students and townspeople who had come out

to cheer their teams and favorite players. The Juniors

N
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won the championship by defeating the Seniors, H=0.

As ithe score indicates, this was not & high scoripg.

made in the contest. (33:120) 4s an éward for their
participation in the championship game, each member of
both teams received a box of candy from Dr. Bischoff.

Interest in basketball and sports for glirls con-

tinued to grow in popularity at the various state normal
schools, In the 1915, Racquet, 1t is interesting to note
that a young lady, actively going for a shot, with tennis
racquet in hand, is featured on the divisional page for
the athletic section.

The girls who particlpated in basketball at Whltewater,

Oshkosh, and'flatteville,were;recognized for their athletic
achievement by recelving school letters. Whitewater Normal
School was the first of the schools to honor their female
athletes with "W's.," In 1913, twenty-four girls who par-
ticipated in bésketball at Whitewater Normal School were
awarded the school letter., (38:98) It was felt that o
where women students were 1ln such a ma jority, it was only
natural that women's athletics should play such an lmportant
part in student activities.

In 1919, the girls who participated in athletlcs
at Oshkosh Normal School were awarded a Normal "0." |

The requirements for the letter was that a girl'must




be a member of the gchool tesm and have a grade average

of elghty-five. Wiuners o £ *kﬁ-offici 1 "0" that fix at

year were Helen. Zing&he;m, Ane Mathlasen, Lena Eossluna,‘
~and Irene Crosby. (53 133)

‘Women athletes at Platteville Normal School ¢irst
recelved recognition for thelr athletic achievement in

1922, That flrst year, ten girls received school letters

for their participation in basketball. (47)

The La Crosse girls did not receive letters from

the aﬁhlefiC‘department, but their interest In class
tournaments cogtinuéd to grow. Seven teams took part

in the Intramural Basketball Tournament at lLa Crosse
Normal School in 1917. The participating teams were

The Junior Fhy. Eds., Junlor Primary, Freshman ?hyo Eds.,

College and Advanced Rural, Senior Phy. Eds., Grammar
and Junior Grammar, and Senior Primary. The following
1s an account of the execlting final game played between
the Junior Primaries and the Junior Phy. Eds.

It was a very close and interesting game. No

person, either spectator or player was able

to tell which team was winning, and not until

the score was announced at the end of the game

did the Junior Primaries know they were the

champions. (64)

Girls athletics-became increasingly prominent among
the school activities at the state normal schools as

well as being popular with the general publlec. However,
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‘fproblems ware pgmo@n%e wgd A “uadiﬁg the - pfograma',Many,f

of +he adminiﬁtfative nfrb ams- eyoerienc&d teda are not - .

que.' The same problems faced women administrators
years agoe The~folloﬁinv is aﬁ aécount'of a problem

'_which existed at S evens Point Normal School in 1917'

We need never worry in Stevens Point Normal
about girls coming out for sports. All we
need is space and equipment. The girls are
enthusiastic. We have 152 girls out for
basketball, The limited number of practice
hours due to constant use of the gymnasium
~for-other things made it hard to glive every-
one = chance a to play. We need & new gymnase
fun and we ‘need some means of obtaining money
for girls sportse. (34 128)

- ATHLETIO CLUBS ESTABLISHED

In 1914, a Girls Athletic Club was organized at

Whiteﬁa ser Normal School by Miss Julia Vinton Yeakle.

The girls participated in tennis, association footbal
and basketball. During the war years of World War I,

the coeds at Whitewater Normal School became even more
actively 1nvolved in athletics. There were as many 2as
250 girls who participated in the Girls Athletic Associ-
ation ahd:who comprised the twenty-eight teams that took
part in the various activities. The girls participated
in tennis, basketball, hockey, baseball, track and field,
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and acquatics. Their feelings ragerding athletics for

women appeared im the 1918 school annuals

Never before was there a time when the women

of this country needed the best possible
physical development as they need 1t now « » o
in such a manner have we done our bit to make
ourselves fit for our future duties as Amerlican
women. (41:84)

Tennis became a‘very popular sport at the varlous
Wisconsin Nbrmal Schools. In 1921, a tennis c¢lub for

girls was organized at La Crosse under the direction of

Miss Thompson of the physical education deparinent.
During the first year of gx;stence, thirty-nine girls
participated in the club. Although the girls did not
piay agaiﬁst teams from other schools, they did have a
tournament to determine a club champion.

Tennis was also very popular at Whitewater Normal

School. On May 23, 1922, the girls tennls team travelled
to nearby Milton College to play theilr tennis team in

~ a match. Viola Krueger of Whitewater won the slngles,
but the doubles team of Miss Krueger and Mary Courtney
lost.to Milton in a close match., A return match.wasA
held at Whitewater on May 27, with the same results

as the previous contest. Miss Krueger agaln won the
singles, but the doublés team from Whitewater could not
defeat the strong Milton team although the match was
extended to the full three sets. (42:113)




4

ey

— - . C e e e L e

Even though the girls aﬁ,Whi%éw&%er_ﬁerm&lgsahmol>didf;f:w
.compateiaéains%fezhér schoole in tennis, basksetball was
' still confined to - tournaments within,thawschool. ,Miss_Saghrua_
‘and Miss Edgerton, the physical directors, belleved that 
girls were not strong enough‘to stand the-strain and excite~
ment of playing ﬁasketball games with other schools. (42:119)

The Girls Athletlic Association was organized at Stevens
Point Normal School on November 26, 1918, 1In order to be=-
come a membier, a girl must have earned 100 points through
her particlpation on the varlous teams. The activitlies in |
which a girl could compefeAincluded basketball, volleyball,
tennis, hockey, and track and field. In 1929, the name was
changéd to the Women's Athletic Association, Emphasis was

placed on year round participation in the organization.,

The WAA slogan was, "Sports for all--All for Sports."

At Oshkosh Normal School, the Girls Athletic Associa-
tlon was established in 1920, It was the purpose of this
club to promote good fellowshlp among the glrls of the "
schools Points were awarded for participation in thé’vafious:yﬂ(u
activities. (54:109) The girls at Oshkosh Normal School
carried on an active program revélving around a varlety of
sports. It was sald by some that the glrls' games were
played 3uét as well and were as exclting aé the Inter-

Normal games played by the men. (55:186) Besides being



staged thelir own football game between halves of the 1925
Homecoming game. (565116) |

» The years 1923 and 1924 were very important dates
for the coeds at the La Crosse Normal School campus.

It was in the spring of 1922, when Miss Emma Lou Wilder

of the Physical Education Department, organized the
Women's Athletic Associztion. The purpose of this group
was to promote and supervise the athletic activities of
the girls and fo create an interest among women in all
phases of athletics. The varlous sports offered in the
intramural program that first year included basketball,

volleyball, baseball, tennis, and swimming. Tournaments

were held in the three major sports (basketball, volley-
ball, and baseball) to determine the championship team, (65)
The Trident Swimming Club was organized in 1924 to

‘further interest in swimming and to encourage members to
pass the Red Gross ILife Saving Test. Interest in the WAA»H
continued to grow throughout the years and 1% rapidly -
became one of the most popular clubs on the La Crosse
Normal School campus. The fact that there were over 160

girls participating in each of the major intramural




»teurnaments,was»indeed.indiaativenoffthe g
~ An the activities offered by the WAA. (68

-

The first Intra=Class Track Meet was held at Ia OCrosse.
NormalAschdblyin;1928;’ Fleld events dominated the meet
" as two of the nine eveﬁts involved rﬁnning. - The meet

| was directed by a senior student, Clcoce Doyle. Individ-
nval honors went to Hazel Webb, who won the medal with

13 points. The Senior team won first place honors and
were rewarded by having their class numerals engraved

on the Track and Field Cup. Members of the victorious
Senior team were Grgtchen Siebert, captalin; Hazel Wébb,
Margaret Lonsdorf, Doris Leppla, Irene Dornek, Mabelle
‘Amundson,band Jessle Dunham, - Miss Chappell, & member

of the physical education staff, had introduced the

sport in the program. (67)

The girls at La Crossé Normal ScﬁSol were also
interested in dance. In 1932, Orchesls was established
with twenty-eighi members in the group under the‘direCtion
of Miss Elizabeth Sehon. Miss Sehon had studied under
Mafgaret He Doubler, who was the founder of the modern
dance movement in educaiion, at the University of Wis-
consin, Madison. The purpose of the group was to 1nter;

pret dance and produce dance dramase.




RECREATION MOVIMENT

Ther° was’'a sbift of interest lrom atbhlatics to
recreation in the early 19;0 s due to the esonomie dw«‘_}
pression which swept the entire ﬁnited Staten and world.
The depression’pointed out the importance of recreation
in the life ofkthe a#efagé American as the public as
a whole lacked the money to ray for'entertainmentﬁ As
~a result, the public sought relaxétion in the less ex=
pensive community recreation programs. ttendance at

these recreation centers doubled between 1932 and 1934, (3:442)

In 1932, the American Association for Health and Phy-
sioal'Education appointed two committees to study various

ways in which physicalyeducaﬁion could contribute to youth's

ielsure time activitles. As a result of this study, the
committee concluded that physlcal educators should place
more emphasis on skills involving recreation. (3)

This recreational theme was also experiencédéat the
college level, as 1t affected the philosophy of the GAA
organizations. At La}Crosse Normal School, the»Women'é
Athletic Association changed its name to the Women's Reé-
reation Assoclation. This would indicate that the college
women at La Crosse Normal School were concerned not so
much with athletlics, but consldered recreational values

to be more lmportant.
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Hew activitles, such as tap and socizl dareling, pube

lic discusgion {made up of women who were interesved in

?ublic problems), and painting were added to the new HRAt
program. According to %the 1934 Rac ueﬁg‘?The crganization
has truly lived up to its name. It has bécome a recrea=
tion association." With the new emphasis on recreation

rather than competition, there appeared to be an increase

of interest in the organization from women outside of the

physical educatlon fleld., Until the change in philosophy,

only ten women, who were not in physlcal educatlon belonged
to the WRA, but in 1934, the number of non-physical educa-
tion majors participating in the WRA program had increased
to forty. (68)

This,récréational theme continued to prevall at La Crosse

Normal School and in 1936 the WRA Board of Directors car=-
ried the 1ldea of recreation one step fﬁrther. The Board

abollshed the polint system for awards. Members felt that

"the purpose of this organization is activity for activity's
sake." This philosophy was in complete contrast to the“
initial beliefs of the organizatipn where the point system
played such an integral part of the group. (69)

This same sentiment prevalled at the other normal
schools as well., In 1934, the GAA at Oshkosh Normal Schbél
did not function under this name., Activities were carried

out, but it was Just referred to as Girls' Spdrts. A rec=-




reutien FOOK WAS eonstruoted where-both men an

: dents cou;d p ay tabl@ tennla, shuffle baaru, and dart

‘ball. Awards were presented to those who excelled in the

various sports. (573133) ‘More emphasis was. glace& on-

the individual Sports such as tennis, archery, and go*we

As the following statement indicates, recreation was the

main obJective in the girls sports program at Oshkosh Nore-
mal School in 19373 | |
Oshkosh College does not advocate intensive
competition which aims at championships and
star players; we believe there is greater Joy
and recreation in wholesome competition such

as in the society tournaments and intramural
games. (59:96)

In 1938, the girls‘.sports organization at Oshkosh |
Normal School became known as the WAA, It was the purpose

of this group to offer collegé~women the opportunity to

learn té spend thelr leisure time in the best possible ad-
vantage. (60) The philosophy of the WAA of Oshkosh Normal
School in 1940 was expressed as:

. The real purpose of the WAA program is to
provide activities in which all the women
can participate for their own pleasure,
‘rather than tc develop only the few, who
are skilled to represent the group. (61:115)

What occurred at La Crosse Normal School in 1936 was
an indication of what was to happen eventually on the na=-
tional level, Plve years after the La Crosse coeds abol=-
ished their poinﬁ system, the National Section of Women's
Athletics {NSWA) issued a "Statement of Standards" that
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was published in the 1941 Basketball & 1de. (8Cs43)

hnong other recommendations, the Ugtansards" suggested

- that the rewards of participating in sports were to be
the pleasure of playing and not cups, medals, or letter

awvardse. (80s44)




CHAPTER III
THE DECLINE

The perlod from 1905 to 1938 was a difficult one
for women's athletics., (80:20) Basketball, as previously

discussed, was the first team sport in which women partice~

ipated, and just as the first games were patterned after

~ the men's games, sd was the direction of athletics for

women. Women's teams played for gate recelpts, received

M.N

_all kinds of adverse publicity, and placed emphasis on

winning at all costs. Most of the teams Were coached by

men and were also officiated by men. There were no stand-

ards concerning the welfare of the players. Unforﬁunately,

women did not have a backgrduhd fdr playing bésketbgll
under these conditlons. Most of the ﬁiayers were emotlon-

ally unstable in meeting the preésures of athletic com~-.

petition. (80:21) ‘

Around 1925, there appeared to be a definite trend
away from athletic competition for women. There wés vir-
tual elimination of state and national championships for |
women and even opposition to women competing in the Olymplc
Games. (823:163) ' The reasons for this de-emphasis were
clted as lack of leadership, over~emphasis on champions,

and championShip teams, 1ittle regard for the health of the




Apl&yers, and peglect of the poorly skilled girl. With re-

gard Lo this situeation, Coffey writes:

e +» o the image of the sportsminded girls
vwas becomlng slightly tarnished. Displays
of emotionallism and uniady-like conduct re-
sulting from poor leadership took place in
full view of the American public, '

. _¥When no women were present to take the
leadership in sports, men stepped in to give
the young sportswoman a taste of vigorous
activity. As enthusiasu for girls' sports
Spread, leadership was not always of the
highest. In many cases health examinations
were lgnored., Thus the first seed was planted
for the ever present controversy regarding
the extent of sports for women., (20:39)

A typical example of this can be seen in the results

Pennsylvania. The survey revealed that elghty-two per

cent of the schools had interscholastic sports for girls

- and from this group, twenty-two per cent did not require
a health examination, twenty-six per ceﬁf had s man in
charge, and seventy-se%en per cent used the girls' game as
a prelude to the boys' game., These practices caused much
opposition to competition for glrls among women physical
educators., (7:453)v

During this time women athletes were considered
mascullne as 1t was the opinion of most educators that -
ﬁomen should not compete in sports which involved a high
level of competition. The abuse by an audience brought

out the worst in young women who did not have the poise

and securlty necessary for such pressures, In order to
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neve Ifreedonm of-mcvement, the~p1ayers wore c?o»uiug which |
- was nom qocial;y acueptabxe. For exampie, tbe‘eyﬂosiﬁg
o; the legs was con dered improper at tgis timﬁo |

The wearingvof a costume which wag sultable for an
‘active'game such as basketball pfoved'to be a controver-
sial éubject during these years. The followlng quote is
an example of the feelings expressed by the public in re-

gard to costumes for women athletes'

In a certain city two equally well matched

club teams met for a public basketball game

in an important championship series. The

home team came on the floor wearing shoe %top -

socks and sults of extreme cut--of ‘conversa-
tional' interest to the spectators; the visi-

tors arrived, conservatively dressed, stock=

ings above the knee, well fltted bloomers and

middy blouses~~creating an impression that

won the fancy of the spectators. As the game
progressed, 1t became evident that the moral
support-of the spectators had gone to the visi=-
ting team., With a tled score and twenty sec-

onds to go the visitors were awarded a free .
throw. Fans say they prayed that ball through. (80:23)

A former sports writer and well known short story

writer, Paul Gallico, sized up the "muscle molls" of the

1920's and 1930's with such phrases as: o
tennis 1adies e o« o Look at the shoulders . . .
forearms + . « Those legs! Never saw a good
lady swimmer with small feet . . . Irack
athletes . « « Flat chested . « . close=-

‘eropped hair « « . and those legs « «

The freaks bring up the rear guard . « »
ballplayers « . o toughlies and exhibition-
ists, For the most part they have ugly -
bodies, hard faces, cheap minds. (6 117)




MEED FOk WOMEN COACHES

To overcome this siiuatlon, women physical educators
tried to gain control of women's athletics. Thé philos=
ophy of professional educators was~that play should be
for fun.anduréeregtion, To accomplish this, the Nationzl
Section oﬁ Women's Athletics, advocated that women coach
women's teams, girlis rules be used and the players be
properly supervised. The objectives of basketball were
being defeated with the exploitation of women's teams by
an unconcerned public, It was unfortunate that men coaches
were primarily concerned with winning and neglected the
health aﬁd welfare of the players. (80:22) 1In 1922, women
from the United States participated in the'Olympic Games

Tntrced

for the first time and the professional women in physi=

cal education were shocked that American women would con=-
pete in an event where such pressures were placed 6n‘
'winning. (80:22)

A teform movement regarding athletic competition for
women began in 1922, At this time, three prominent groups
united in an effort to influence the attitudes of physical
educators regarding intercolleglate athletlcs for women.
‘The concerned groups were The Committee on Women's Athletics
of the American Physical Education Association, The Natlonal

Association of Physlical Education for College Women, and
The National Athletic Conference of American College woman. (3:429)
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Almo, im 1922, Mabel ILee, of the University of Nebraska,
conducted a study to determine the status of intercolleglate e
athletics for women in Fifiy colleéges and universities. - s S

The results of the study showed that of the fifty schools

éurveyed,vdnly eleven spoansored competition in the fallowingf
sports: basketball (11), temnnis {9), field hockey (T),
swimning (5), baseball (4), archery (2), rowing (2), |

and fencing (1), Miss Lee found that very few women di-

rectors of phySical education favored the varsity type of
intercollegiate competition for women. (3)

Although women physical educators were successful

in eliminating intercollegiate competitlon, negative fea-

tures remained in other levels of competition. There was

a tremendous growth of competition in elementary and sec~

tine, girls' teans were fighting intensely for district,
regional, and state champlonships. ZFrequent trips to

play other teams or to participate in a tournament forced
the girls to be away from‘their Jobs or to miss schobl.

The trips were, in general, poorly chaperoned. A large
number of spectators were drawn to these emotion-packed
contests and sporting interests were qulck to commercialize

on the tremendous following these games had with the gen-

“eral public. (3)




NATIONAL GROUPS TAKE ACTION

In the fall of 1922, the Hatiomal Recreatlion Congress,

passed a resolution opposing the current status of athletic

competiition for women. Clark Heilherlngton, a prominent physiﬁ'

cal educator, then suggested to Blanch M. Trilling, chair-
manrof the Coﬁmittée'on Women's Athletics of the American
Physical Education Assoclation, that women physical“educau
tors should organize a national women's athletic assoctas
tlon that would be similar to the Natlonal Amateur Athletic
Federation (NAAF). Miss Trilling, who was direotor‘df the
- Department of Physical Educatlon for Women at the Univer; i
sity of Wisconsin, Madison, further discussed the situa-
tlion with Colonel Henry Breckingridge, President of the
NAAF. (3) In 1923, Mrs. Herbert Hoover, then Vice Pre=

sident of the NAAF, called a meeting of all women inter-

ested in athletics for women, A Women's Division of the

NAAF was formed and a platform was drawn upe. (22:34)J
This group conitinued to work for high standards

in athletic competition for woﬁen until it united with

the Nationsl Section on Women's Athletics of the American

Assoclation of Health, Physical Education, and Recreation
in 1940, Through its efforts, state basketball tourn-
~aments for high school girls were eliminated and intra-

- mural programs were widely adopted. The commercialization
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of the femsle athletes wag particaily controlled, and the

'heaJTh s»oe*vi“icw of the athletes 1mprovcda (22 ;

The a*mg and “eaolutions of the NAAPR oreatud some

confusion among women’ physical educators.- Some inte"—
preted the platform to mean that uhe Women s Division of.

the NAAF did not advocate interscholastic athletics for

women., This was not the case, They did, however, advo=-

cate standardsfwhich they felt would be for the welfare
of the players. (80324) |

The following are the aims of the Women's Division
of the National‘Amateur'Athletic Pederation. (80)

1. To promote programs of physical activitles

for all members of given social groups
rather than for a limited number chcsen
for their physical prowess.

2. To protect athletes from exploltation

for the enjoyment of the spectators—for-
the athletic reputation or commercial
advantage of any indlividual or organization.

3¢ To stress enjoyment of the sport and the
development of sportsmanship, and to
minimize the emphasis or individual -accom=
plishments and the winning of champion-
ships.

4, To ellminate types and systems of compe=
tition which put emphasis upon individual
accomplishment and winning rather than
upon stressing the enjoyment of a sport
and the development of sportsmanship among
the many.

5 To restrict recognition of athletic accom=
plishment to awards which are symbolical
and which have the least possible intrin-
sic value,
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6.

To discourage sensatliconal publiclity, o
gulde publicity along educational lines
and te stress ?hrauvh 1t the sport rother
than the individual or group compeitition.

Te

8.

9.

To put well trained and properly gualified
wonen in immediate charge of athietics and
other physical education activities.

To work toward placing the administration

~as-well as the immediate leadership of

physical education activities for girla

"and properly qualified women,

To secure adequate medical examinations
end medical follow=up advice as a baslis

for participation in physical activities.

10,

11,

To provide sanitary and adequate environ=~

- ment and facilitlies for all physical active

ities.

To work for such adeguate time allotment
for a physical education program as shall
meet the needs of the various age groups
for growth, development and maintainence
of physical fitness.

12,

13.
14,
15.
16,

To promote a reasonable and sane attitude
toward certain physiological conditions
which may occasion temporary unfitness
for vigorous athletics, in order that
effective safeguard shall be maintained.

To avoid countenancing the sacrifice of an
individual's health for the sake of her
participation in athletic competition.

To promote the adoption of appropriate
costumes for the various athletic activitles.

To ellminate gate receipts,

To discourage athletic competition which
involves travel,



CHAPTER IV
THE REVIVAL

In the 1960's, a new philosophy emerged regarding

the involvement of women in sports. There was a feeling

that the highly skilled woman athlete had been neglected

‘by not being permitted to compete with others of her skill

level, Margaret Lamaster, a member of the physical edﬁca-
tion staff at the Unliversity of Wisconsin, Madison, and~
State Chairman for DGWS, expressed her philosophy regard=
ing the skilled athlete in an article written in 1964,

Disadvantages sometimes arise from competition.
This 1s to be expected when dealing with some-

thing so widespread and universal as competition.
The sad part of it is that because of these 1ll
effects too many people conclude that athletic
competition 1s not good. Instead of wishing to
abolish it because of some poorly conducted pro=-
grams we should seek to get to the bottom of the
problem. As teachers and coaches, we need to
check on ourselves and see that all phases of the
program are carried on in a wholesome manner in-
stead of being willing to deprive all students,
especially the more highly skilled since it 1s

at this level where the controversy arises, of
the opportunities to advance thelr learning and
skill. (18:4)

The poor'shoﬁing of women athletes in the Olympic
Games of 1960, further substantiated this concern, Ameri-
can women could not compete on the same level with women
from other countrieé. It was felt by some that one way

to improve this situation would be to develop a more com=-
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petitive sport program for girle at the secondary and

e tm.past regtrictions gurrounding competition,
women physical educators were'not'highly trained in coach-
ing. It became necessary %o provide them with an oppor- X
tunity to strengthen and lmprove their téchniéues of coach-
ing. The result was a serles of National Institutes for
Girls Sports. The idea was concelved by the Women's Board

of the United States Olympic Development Gommittee; The

Institutes were planned and sponsored by th%?Board'anﬂ‘the
Division of Girls and Women Sports of the American Associ-
rétion of Health, Physical Education, and Recreation. (16)

These institutes were primarily for women who were intereéted

in coaching and for those who were interested.in increas~
ing the scope”ofwwcmen’S‘sports in the Unlted Statess The -
cliniclans at these lnstitutes were, thémselves, highly
trained and skilled athletes whose task 1t was to present
information and techniques of coachling varlous sports to
the clinic participants. The participants were represent--
atives from the respective states, and following each.Insti—
ture they were to return to their states to conduct a sﬁorts
workshop similar to the National Institute. Through these
workshops, the state representatives were able to teach |
others, who in turn would motivate school girls to partic-

ipate and compete in the various sports.
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's sports. was.

The Pirsi A_Li al Instl ate fov %cﬁan
'~held»in 1963, and desalt with gruvssties and track and field,
Gymnasties, -track and fiwhdg kayalking, fencling, and divimggi
comprised the activities of the second iunsbtitute in 1?55.

The third institute involved skiing and figure skating'in“* '
1966, A fourth se$sion in the coachiﬁg of basketoall and
volleyball was also held in 1966, The fifth ax nd final one,

in 1969, offered basketball coaching and efficiating;wgym»

‘nastics officlating, and track and field. (16)

These institutes were attended by Wisconsin teachers
who were concerned about @eveloping a more extensive com-
petitive athletic program for girls in the state. Wiscon-
sin's representatives at the First Natlonal Institute were
Beatrice Balird and Jean Foss, faéulty members from the UWe
La Crosse, who participated In track and gymnastics respec=—
tively, and Margaret Lamaster from the UW-Madison, who was
the general representative and coordinator for the state
DGWS. - Other Wisconsin representatives have been Mary
McLellan, gymnastlies and kéyaking; Patricia Pollack, skiing;
and Lee Stephenson, track and field and basketball,

The United States Olympic Development Commlttee in-
fluenced the Presidents of some of the major colleges and
universities to encourage the Women's Physical Education

Departments to re-evaluate thelr programs regarding com-
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petition for college women, This was done through thelr
conference athletlc commissioners and athletlic repre-

sentatives 1n hopes of upgrading thelr sports program by

including more high-~level competition for women. (5)
THE GUIDING AGENOIES

With this increase'of interest in more competition

for college women it became evident that guiding agencies -
would be necessary tB lead the groups 1n the proper direc=-
tion. On a national level, a Oommission on Intercolleglate
Athletics fof Women was formed by the Division of Girls

| and Women Sports in 1966, The Commission sanctioned a ’
policy which provided for National Intercolleglate Ohampion-
ships for women in gymnastles, track and fleld, swimming; f

badminton, volleyball, and archery. (5)
This increase of interest among girls in sports and
their desire for_coﬁpetition on a higher level led to thg
developmént of an athletic Qonference‘for women in Wise |
éonsin's colleges.and uni#ersities. Women‘physical educa=- -
tors felt that the current program consisting of extra=-
murals and sportsdays was not enough to meet the challenge
of the highly skilled women athletes. They were in favor
of an expanded tou;nament program that would enable the

more experienced athletes to compete with others at thelr

own skill level.
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There were other people, in addition to women physi-

cal educators, who were aware of the need for an expanded

sports program for college women in Wisconsin. One such

person was Fred Jacoby, who was the Commissioner of Athle-
tics of the State University Conference. It was Mr. Jacoby,
who, at a Board of Regents of State Universities Meeting,

on May 21, 1970, reported on the emerging sltuatlion re-~
garding intercollegiate athletics for women. At that time,

this area of athletlcs was not the responsibility of the

Wisconslin State UniversitykAthletic Committee. Durling the
discussion‘thich followed regarding the subject of women's
athletics, 1t was the consensus of those present that the
sub ject of women's intercollegiate athletlcs should be re~
ferred to the Faculty Athlet;c Committee. This committee
would'then-meetmwithwathletic directors and women-represent-
atives from the colleges to discuss further the poséibiiity
of expanding the current athletic program to include an
intercolleglate athletlc conference for women. \
Further action was‘then taken by women physical educa=
tors who agreed that i1t was necessary for such a-conference
to be formed. A meeting to establish the guidelines and
foundations for an intercolleglate athletlc conference was
held at Stevens Polnt, Wisconein, September 18-20, 1970.‘

Representatives from the various Wisconsln colleges and




universities attending the session included the Chairman

of the Women's Physical Education Departments and other

members of the physical education staffs who were interested

in organizing an athletlc conference. The meetling was
organized by Miss Mary Jo Mullen, a faculty member at
Uw-StévensV?qipt and Miss Judy Wilson, who was on the staff
at UW-River Fails,'

The following is an account of that meeting:
"To: Council of Presidents

"Froms Mary Jo Mullen, State Chairmsn of
Intercolleglate Athletles for Women

"Date: October 6, 1970
"subject: Intercolleglate Athletles for Women
"For the past few years, women in the state of Wiscomsin

have been expressing the lnterest and need for organized
women's intercollegiate athletics. Many states have al-

ready moved ln-this-directlon; others are ln the processs
It was agreed that Wisconsin also move in this dlrectilon.

"On September 18 and 19, WSU-Stevens Point was host to Wls-
consin college women physical educatlon teachers who met
for the purpose of organlizing intercolleglate athletics
for women throughout the state. The state universities
were well represented with forty members, including six
chairmen or directors. Other instltutlions represented

were University of Wisconsin and Northland College.

"Most of the sessions were informative discussions. On
Friday evening, the group met with consultants to deter=-
mine which directlion to take in formulating policies and
procedures, This helped to set up the framework frog which
to work. Saturday morning Mr. Fred Jacoby, Commlssioner

of Men's Athletics, spoke to the women on the men's pro=-
gram, thelr benefits, and the services that were avallable
to the women., Major items were discussed at length, The
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women indicated great concern for medical benefits, re=~
leased time for coachlng, budget, facilitlies, officilals,
scheduling events and conference structure. Having been
informed on many of the areas of grave concern, the women
moved to-elect-working committees for the purpose of gather=-
ing and complling the necessary information for policles
and procedures, The following positions were elected:
Chairman, Miss Mary Jo Mullen, WSU-Stevens Polnt; Vice-
Chairman, Dr. Mary McLellan, WSU=La Crosse; Writing Com=-
mittee, Dr. Helen Briwa, WSU~Oshkosh; Miss Mary Ann Riccle,
WSU~-Whitewater; Miss Joan Hedrick, WSU=-Superior.

"Student committees had been formed previously to set up
policies which they thought were necessary for the organi-
zation, These pollicles wlll be then submitted to the writing

committee, Reactlon to all pollicles and refinement of
procedures will take place at a meeting set for January 29
and 30 at WSU=Eau Claire.

"MIMzet" (74)
On January 29, 1971, the first organizational meeting

to write a constitution for the Wisconsin Women's Inter-
colleglate Athletlc Conference was conducted at Stevens

Point, Wisconsin. At that meeting, Mary Ann Ricclo of UW=-

Whiltewater andeelen'Briwa of UW-Osgkosh were appointed by
the representatives of’the WWIAC to wrlte a comstitution

for the conference.

In that same year, the following officers were elepted‘_

to serve the Wisconsin Women's Intercollegliate Athletic
Conference: Mary Jo Mulleh,.UW-Stevens Point, Chailrman;
Patricla Oolline, UW-Platteville, Chalrmen Elect; and
Kit Saunders, UW-Madison, Secretary-Treasurer.

A 1i1st of recommendations was drawn-up by the WWIAGC
regarding conference policies and submitted to the Council

of Presldents at a meeting, April 8, 1971, by the WWIAC
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Chairman, Mary Jo Mullen, The following is a list of the

recommendations which were submitted to the Councll for
thelr approval,

"Recommendations by the Wisconsin Women's Intercolleglate
Athletic Conference presented to the Councll of Presidents
on April 8, 1971 for approval and actlon necessary to put
these recommendations into effect.

" I. We recommend that the WWIAC Constitution, By-Laws
and Operating Code be adopted and officially put
Into effect at the beginning of the 1971-72 aca=
demic school years -

" II, We recommend that the equivalent welght of lab
contact hours be given to the student contact

hours 1n a coaching assignment when considering
teaching loads.

" III. We recommend that a sufficient number of women
faculty members be employed to fulfill the respon=-
sibilities of both teaching and coachinge.

" IV. We recommend that for the academic year 1971-71 each
physlcal education department of the Wisconsin State

University System be allotted at least one new woman's

—position; in addition to those positionsalready

allotted. Thlis additlional position wlll be necessary

for scheduling reasonable teaching loads and per=-
mitting adequate released time for coaching.

"Submitted by,

Mary Jo Mullen
WWIAC Chairman
WsU=Stevens Point." (75)
These recommendations were discussed at the Council
of Presidents' Meeting and the following questions were
addressed to the Council by Presldent Dreyfus of UW-Stevens
Point: (1) ~Should the System have a women's athletic con-
ference? (2) Should it be system-wide in its organization,

or by campus? (3) Should it include en asslgned position




on each campus to act as director? In the discussion

that followed it was noted by President Ullsvik, UW-Platte=
ville thaf, "the council should agree to have a women's
athletlc conferenceforganized under the Athletic Com-
missioner and operated by the athletlc committee on each
campus whose membership would be increased to lnclude

more women." It was the opinion of Dr. Gates, from UW=- s

La Crosse, that the present men's conference was considered

educationally sound and that in'order to continue that

PR g

policy it would‘bé'neceSSéry to support 2 women's con=-

ference. In the discussion which followed, the Council of
Presidents‘passed,the following resolution regarding(the

women's athletic conference: )
Moved by President Guiles of Oshkosh, seconded
by President Ullsvik, Platteville, that the

Council officially recognize the Women's Athle=

- tic Conference for this System which will be .
operated through the office of the Commissloner =
of Athletics. Local responsibility for admini-
stration and organlization of the Conference will

rest with the present faculty committee on

athletics.

The development of én athletic cohfereﬁce for college
women in Wisconsin was indeed a very important step in
formulating extensive athletic programs for women. vThe
approval of the Counclil of Presidents indicated that most
educators felt that athletic competition for women was

an accepted part of student life.
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The Council did_édvocate the athletic conference for

women,’but several of the Presidents brought up polnts

for further discussion. Some of these comments included

the following: President'Cartér from UW-Whltewater, sug-
gested that a separate director of'women's athletics be

appolnted at~each~of the campuses, This would mean that

women's'athletics,wpuld be handlediseparately from the men's

athletic directofship,responsibillties. Another point which

was brought up by\Pr691dent Meyer of UW-Superior was that

the motion to approve an athletlc obnference;for W6men.

no way implied a fiscal impact on the university or the com=- '

mitment of a faculty position, but only a recognitionvqff”;“

of the conference., This same sentiment was also;expressed‘ﬂ

by the other Presldents.

A




CHAPTER V

THE PRESENT

The year 1971, marked the beglinning of the Wisconsin

Women's Intercolleg;ate Athletic Conference. Thlrteen

Wisoonsin ~colleges were charter members of the conference.

The followlng year, one more school joined the conference,.

and gggrteen schoblé competeq in the varlous sports épdﬁ-iﬁf“

sored by the WWIAC during the 1972-73 season,

In the academic year 1971-72, the thirteen member

»

schools participated in gight conference sports. These&~

sports were baéketball, volleyball, tennis, badminton,

anZ

swimming, track and fleld, gymnastics, and softball. [Team-

chggg}dnshipsWWErefconduc@gq;igwall»conferencegﬁﬂgg$§WW1+h

N VM‘ e

the exceptlon of tennls and gymmnastlcs., The conference
champions in that first year were UW-La Crosse, UW-Madison,

Carthage College, and UW-Stevens Point. UW-La Crosse won
championships in basketball, track and fielﬁ, and bad=
minton (tie); UW-Madison won the volleyball and swimming
champlonships; Carthage College shared the badminton title
with UW-La Crosse; and UW-Stevens Point won the softball ™

championship.
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In 1972~1973,”the conference eliminated the softhall

program. The remaining sports that the conference spon-
sored and the number of teams that particlipated in were
badminton (8), basketball (12), competitive swimming (10),
gymastics (12), tennis (8), track and field (11), and
volleyball (12). There were mo sports in which all four-
teen member schools partlcipated, but basketball, volley=-
ball, and gymnastios:were the most popular, with twelve

schools fielding teams in each of the sports.

' There were three schools that participated in all
seven sports.that were sponsored by the WWIAC and only
threelschOOls that;competed in fewer than four of the spotts.‘
The schools thet participated in all of the conference

The 1972-73'sports season was completely dominate&“by“““““”“””f

the coeds from UW-lLa Crosse as they wdnbconference chempion-

shipslln all the sporte in which a team champlon was deter-

mined,

SUMMARY

/ﬂ It 1s evident that athletics for college women 1n

the state of Wisconsin ‘have experienced popularlty and

repression at various times throughout the last seventy

_years”ﬁ’In the 1920's, athletics were very popular with 7

the women students and the general public, but in the19}08,&§?’

there was a decline due %o poor coachlng meﬁheﬁswandwns- -

A o e



glect of the athletes, Thls ied to the intramural move=

ment, which did not permit college women to compete with .

teams outside of the school. The extramural program be-

came an outgrowth of intramurals and was the only competl-

tion allowed women during the 1940's and 1950's. In the

1970 8, competition for college women again experienced a

e T T S

and universities.

Physical educators, as well as the_geeepal,public,

‘,have accepted the fact “that atnletigﬁggmpe&i&icnwemggg~~

women 1is a necessary part. of. life«inweur«seeiety. In the

ethieticwcompetiiianmior women:becauga;iheyihelieyegwtnere

;”Jg“f '

was a physiological strain placed'on the femaleﬂethle%es.

would lose their feminine image if they engaged in a highly
competitive athletic program. (15)

There has been considerable discussion over the
years'in regard to these two issues involving women com=

reting in athletlcs. Qggwghysiological issue has been.

resolved through extenslve medical“reeeercg completed

1n this area. All evidence indicates that partlcipation

in most athletlic events by healthy, normal women 1s not

harmful. (5)
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Another issue which has affected women's athletics

has been soclety's view of the "femine image." In the
past, soclety has tended to restrict girls from com-
peting in sports because competltion was not consldered

within the femine role. This feeling has been, in part,

altered as._ young women take on more>active roles in sports.

To be a woman athlete 18 now more socia 1y acceptable than

Ao

in the past. '(5)

X

Fortunately, these 1ssues have been resolved and are

no longer hindering women's athletics. At present there

is enthusiasm and increased opportunity for women to com=

pete in intercollegiate athletlc programs. (15) -

CONCLUSION

Many of the problems which have faced men over the’if;

Yearswinmr@gﬁg@wtgmggmpgglglyewaihletios are now facing

women administrators as women become more involved 1n exm

tensive athletic programs at the'collegiate level, Some
of the problems which are confronting women physical educa-

tors in reference to an athletic program include: Budgeg
ing, Eligibllity Rules, Athletic Scholarships, and Suite

able Schedules. (5) How these problems are handled will

certainly 1nf1uenceupresent'and'future athletic programs

for women 1ln sports.




Betty McCue, Chairman of the Department of Physicai~9 ”M‘MU‘“

Education for women at Duke University in 1971 had the

followingﬂopinion“regarding the administration of inter-

collegliate athietic programs for women.

There is no administrative pattern to follow
in Iftercollegiate SporLs Lfor Women. e thig”
“part of the athletic program has been almost
nonexistent Until recently. "It is obvious,
‘Rowever, in this new program that_women n should

determine the pollcles for women's athletlics;
and 1t 15 also evident that the program needs

the interest and understanding of the person

who is head of the administrative unit, whether‘
thls person be a man or a woman. (15) ,

ys Intercolleglate athletics are being designed for the

nighly skilled athlete who is well-coached and trained 0

play in a series of scheduled games with teams of similar?"”“’““”

skill. With thisynew development it 18_1mgg;§ggﬁmﬁgggm§§§?;”"“

hintramural programs are not neglected or eliminated. It

R T s

is recommended by the leaders 1n women 8 sports that 1nteg,

collegiate varslty programs be an extension of existing

extramural programs. (15)

i The Division of Girls and Women's Sports recommends
that athletic programs should be desligned for womegﬁéhd.“
that policy, orgaﬁizgtion, and administration of the pro=-
gram should be the responsibility of the department of

physical education for women. (15)
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7  Decisions about the administration of intercollegiate

athletics for women will affect programs for years to come.

This has been an account of the development of intercol-

1egiate athletics for women in the state of Wisconsiln,
How the problems, issues and challenges of 1ntercollegiate e
competition_fq:wwomén will be resolved in the future re-

mains to be recorde@a







DEFINITION OF TERMS

GOMPETITION - Contests between individuals or teams to
determine the winner in a sports event
or contest. :

CONFERENCE = A league in which school or club teams Joln,
: -~ records are kept; and games are scheduled
" well 1n advance of the actual date.

EXTRAMURAL = An outgrowth of the intramural program, in
, o which intramural teams from one sSchool com=
pete against intramural teams from another

school.

INTEROOLLEGIATE OOMPETITION - Bvents or contests that take
place between two or more schools at the
college level. Oontests are scheduled well

1n advance of the playing date.

INTRAMURAL = A program ‘that provides a wide variety of
activities for all students, All competl=-
tion takes place wilthin the walls of the

1nstitution.

NORMAL SCHOOLS -~ Two year colleges established in the state
of Wisconsin for the primary purpose of pre=-
paring teachers. Ten such schools were es=-
tablished during the perlod from 1866-1916.

PLAY DAYS - A type of event in which several schools, clubs,

or organizations within commuting distance
meet on a friendly basls for play, with em-
phasis upon play with not against. Students
from each of the schools form the various
teams., Emphasis is on particlpatlion, not
winning. (Weston, p. 280)

SPORTS DAY = An event in which two or more teams from area
schools participate in varlous sports. Teams
from one school compete agailnst each other,
but the emphasis is stl1ll on particlipatlon,
not winning.
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WWIAC 1971-1972 member schools listed willl be competing 1n

the followlng activities as conference sports.

Oshkosh

la Orosse ,Elatteville Eau Claire

Badminton Badminton Badminton Badminton

Basketball Basketball Basketball Basketball

Comp. Swim Gymnastics - Comp. Swim Comp. Swilm

Field Hockey  Volleyball Gymnastics Field Hockey
Gymnastics Track & Fileld Volleyball Gymmastics

Softball }Track & Field Softball

Tennls : - Tennis

Volleyball - ;,Volleyball i
Track & PFleld - Track & Field“'”““WW‘
Stevens Point Madlison ~Carthage , Superior+ -
Badminton " Badminton Badminton ~  Badminton ~
Basketball Basketball Basketball ~ Basketball

Comp. Swim Compe. Swim Gymnastics Gymnastics

Fleld Hockey Fleld Hockey Softball . Volleyball

Gymnastics Gymnastics Tennis SRR

Softball Softball Volleyball

Tennls Volleyball Track & Field '

Volleyball - :

Track & Fleld

Stout Whitewater Parkslde ‘River Falls
Basketball " Basketball Gymnastics Basketball

Comp. Swim Comp. Swim Tennls - Comps Swim

Gymnastics Gymnastics Track & Field Fileld Hockey
Softball Softball ‘ B Gymnastics

Volleyball Tennls Softball -

Track & Field Volleyball Volleyball

U of Wisc.
(Milwaukee)

Badminton
Basketball
Gymnastics
Softball
Volleyball

Track & Pleld

Track & Field
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WWIAC SPORTS 1972-73 (14 Member Schools)

- Badminton (8)
La Crosse
Carthage
Oshkosh
Superior
Eau Clalre
UW-Mllwaukee
Platteville
Madison

Basketball (12)
Carthage :
-Stevens Polnt
River Palls
Oshkosh
Whitewater
Stout L
Superior
Eau Clailre
UW=Milwaukee
Platteville
Madlson
La Crosse

Competitive Swim (10)
River PFalls . .
Stevens Polnt
Oshkosh
Whitewater
Stout
La Crosse
Madison
Eau Claire

#UW-M1llwaukee
#Parkside

Gymnastics (12)

Carroll
Oshkosh
Whitewater
Stout
Parkslde
Superior
Eau Clalre
UW-Milwaukee
Platteville

La Orosse
Madison
Stevens Polnt

4

Tennis (8)
Carthage :
Stevens Polnt.
Oshkosh
Whitewater
Parkside
La Crosse
#Rlver Falls
#UW~-MLllwaukee

Track & Fleld (11)
Carthage
Stevens Point
Rlver Falls
Oshkosh i o
Whitewater - r«
Stout
Parkside
Fau Claire
Platteville
La Crosse
Madison

. YVolleyball (12)
: © Carthage.

Stevens Point——
River TFalls
Oshkosh
Whitewater
Stout
Superior

Eau Claire
-UW=-Milwaukee
Platteville
La Crosse
Madlson

*  New Schooia, first year in this sport.



WWIAC CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS

| 1971=-72 , - 1972=73
BASKETBALL 1-UW-La Crosse  {=UW=La Crosse
. : 2~UW=-Eau Clalre - 2«=-UW-0Oshkosh
3-UW-Whitewater = 3-UW-Eau Claire
~ 4-UW-Oshkosh 4~Carthage College
VOLLEYBALL 1-UW-Madison = 1=UW-La Crosse
2=UW~La Crosse 2~UW=Madison : .
‘ 3=-UW=Superior 3-0arthage College
TENNIS  No Tournament 1=UW-La Crosse
: 2=-UW~Whltewater
Tie;\UW—Oshkosh
{Tie) UW-Parkside =
, Tie) UW=-Stevens Polnt
BADMINTON  1-(Tie) UW-Ia Orosse 1-UW-Ia Orosse
. “(TLe) Carthage - 2=
College
SWIMMING. 1=UW=Madlson 1-UW-La Crosse
’ 2=UW=0shkosh ’ 2=~UW~-Madlson
~ B=UW=Ia Crosse 3=UW-0shkosh =~
4-UW=Stevens Point 4~UW=Eau Clalre
TRACK AND 1-UW-Ia Crosse T
FIELD 2~UW=0shkosh 2=

3-UW-Platteville 3 | .
4oUW-Stevens Point = 4- |

GYMNASTICS No Team Champion No ieam Champion

SOFTBALL 1-UW-Stevens Polint Not a Oonference Sport sdr
2-UW-La Crosse -
3-UW-0shkosh
4-Carthage College

#Results not avallable at time of writing.
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