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ABSTRAOT

THE DEVELOPMENT OF

INTEROOLLEGIATE ATHLETIOS

FOR WOMEN IN WISOONSIN

It was the.P'UI'p~s~~Q*,,~~ls study to Show the growth
.......-"""'-~,~ .....~~ .... '.- .. .. ..... -~'. " .. ~ ' .. ,- ."----..._-~,~_._"---,, .. _.._.-.-._~""'...

of athletic competi-tilqnforcollegewomen

of Wisoonsin fro:mt~()()... r973. t"juring this time period,

women's athletios in Wisconsin were influenced by the

sooial pressures and econo:mio oonditions that were

oocurring not on,11 in. thefstate , . but· on the national

level as well:}

Oollege women attending the Wisconsin Normal ,Schools
"" """~""---------c=-----c=-=-----c-"'"!

experienced the .P9;PU;t.artty of, athletic competition in
I ' .. f ,')' or: ///'1.,1-//,/': -< /' ---:../ ,.i . 1/(117/t" 'c...' /

the early 1900' s. \, Then, when competition for women
-".".,.-")

became unacceptable ·be.cause of the exploitation of

athletes, college women participated in intramural pro­

grams, in which there was no competition with other

schools. In the 1960's, there was a renewed interest for

more extensive athletic programs for oollege women,

because of the need for highly skilled women athletes to
--;'l1

partioipate in the Olympic Games.

In 1970, conoerned physical educators

Various Wisconsin colleges, met to discuss

of organizing theSe schools into a conference. As a



/'

result of these meetings, the Wisoonsin Women's Inter­

collegiate AthleticOonferenoewasorganized to meet

the need13 of.the. e:x:pa.nding athletio programs for women

at the oollegiate level. Thirteen sohools became members

of the conference arid, in 1971, the first athletio oon­

fereno.e ..£01' Qo:Llege WODlen in Wlso()nsin beoame a reality.
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OHAPTER I

INTRODUOTION

There has been·a tremendous increase in the growth

of athletic prograIlls for college women in the state of
(-

Wisconsin in the 1960' sand 1970' S.o ) . Historically, it
L....

is important that an <lnyestigation of the events<that

contributed to this growth be made before primary- source

materials are lost or unavailable. Therefore, it was

the purpose of this study to present an historical

account of the develOpll1erit·of interoollegiate a.thletics

for women in the state of WisconsIn. from 1900 to 1973.::s

Oompetition for oollege women is not a new concept
..........~..._._------c...--~--...- .......

in the United States or in Wisoonsin. Rather, as this

study reveals, college women in Wisconsin schools have

been competing in sportssinoe tllefl~.13t Wisoonsin normal
\

schools2:t>cened their.~90rs to them in 1866.- In some

instanoes, women oompeted in basketball before men'

were even organized, and when .men began to participate and

eventually oompete in basketball, women ooached the

teams: (81 :63)

In the 1960's 'and 1970's a trend developed toward

increased intercollegiate athletio programs for women

in the state of Wisconsin. As a result of this growth,



"'l
!:~

·:the -\'liqc9P-.sin Jl()m~p.LsJ;ntercoll?&i~i!e:.jcl.thl0 t:'L9.c Co:o.f.e X'-

enco (WWIAC ).-ras form.ed in 197i, thus givtng added

impetus to .. the expanding sports programs for college

women.

Although this study-deals 0111y with the compet:l­

tion of women at the college· level, it is noteworthy

to mention that there has been a tremendous increase

in girls' sports programs at the high school level in

Wlsconsin,as wellasseveI'al other states in the

United States. This1ncrease, naturaJ.,ly, has resulted

in expanded college programs as young women seek oppo;r­

tunities to continue to participate in athletics.

Oompetition among women in sports is not a new

concept. Similar to other controversial topics, -women's
........... _.__ _~._-_ •.~-----------:---

athletics has been encouraged at some ppints and repressed

at still other times. There was a period in the early

1900's when women's athletics was very popular with the

school public. (76:200) Oompetition among women revolved

almost exclusively around basketball contests. During

this period, competition for women was considered to be

a worthwhile activity. A survey conducted in 1909,

showed that nearly half of the colleges in the 1ftdwest

and West engaged in women's intercollegiate competition.

In general, these contests were conducted under desirable

controls, such as, women's officials, an audience by
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j",h' b"'" ~ . .(.' n . .,..;,.."",~ ,i _.".q"j rq·1,...~.,t '7*b~,·)'" e a "" en.~ e OJ. (;A, p.:.. 0.,. ';:; ,.'E:,.l.\....~.~.~.... ."; ;)._~. "'.' • \,.~ T..J

and Berenson, expressed their views in regard to women

three'prominentphysiQal educ.ators" Hitchcock, Gulick,

that the game of basketball could help develop these

traits. In their opinion, these traits were developed

rather than inherit.ed.

a sense of teamwork and cooperation among women, and

competing in basketball. These early leaders in phys­

ical educationfelttnat it was necessary to develop

In the 1905, Basketball GU.:tdefor'i'lomen· and Girls",
'" -..--...-_,-~-_.._------ -_._-.; _......

portion of muscle and nerve, however, a woman could

Dr. Edward Hitchcock, an M.D., and one of the

early pioneers in modern physical education, supported

basketball for women and said thatbaske.tball was.t.Q_~.. _.--,-_

women what football was to men. (9:107) A woman,

according to Hitchcock, by anthropometric measure, was

+ighter in weight, had smaller arms .and legs, was shorter

and did not have the lung capacity of a man. In pro-

outlast a man. Women could develop the endurance that

was necessary to play basketball. (80:25)

In the same book, Dr. Luther H. Gulick, qne of

the foremost leaders in physical education during the

nineteenth and early twentieth century claimed basketball

·invitation only, fii:J.Hnc3..el ,;j,J.lJP0:....ii by·tb.e .\.;olle·g~:sJ send
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!l'laS needt~d~~bY·'~:TP:!i1:enbBI.1a;us~~-j.t\'ral2i.rr..oredifficult :..for>

lwmento ,denrelop',teamw'or1c tha.n It.viasi'or men... Guliok

felt that women ~vere 10Jraito the home and .its interests,"

but men hadloyalt1es and interests outside of the

family. (9 :145) .

In 1905, the role of women in American culture

was cha,ngingfromth.at of homemaker to '.community worker

and career woman. Thisnewrole<in society

characteristicsithatup to.this time had been undeveloped

in women. Educators felt that there was a discipline

which could be deyeloped from pla;y"ing the game of basket-

ball and that could learn to subordi:nate her-

self for the interest of the team. (80:12)

M1ssSendaltere,ns~on was th.eth.i,:rd prom.i,l1~l1tJ2hlsical I

I
educator interested in basketball forewomen. Miss Berenson,'

who taught at Smith College, was actively engaged in

promoting basketball tor women in the earliest years.

In fact, it was Miss Berenson who edited the first ba.sket­

ball rules book for women. (4:160) She felt that

games were needed to help women develop the character­

istics needed to enable them to participate in the in­

creased number of opportunities open to them. (80:25)

Miss Berenson, who believed that women needed a sport

which would give them both physical development and



INTRA:rvLURAL ERA

Because of this, coaches emerged from'the general pub-

f-;.8.ske-'c-

~

*

\tt1:Luo}})en "lo~""'ent exprr.:> S''''' A"':; , -h'" -.-. "h e1;' r.:>i"'" J;,.,tJJW '.;' ',' . ...., ...,,'J,J:...'~.L '(::.l u .•:.... \:: .. ::..' ~.,~

ball for women in t.he foJ.I01vin.g,

It 1s' a splendid game to develop physical
courage. Timid stu.dents whoR::ce afraid 'lio
jump a 10\i TO.pe ,who say with a pale smile
that they Jr1erenotmade,fora-th1.~ti:ics-­

meaning anything in the world except making
aballeftl1-eIIlsE!lvesoverahook...-get so
interested that before they knovl it they
are in the midst of the, runners. It also
cUltivatesseli'-denial, as1tteachesto
give up one 's, own honors for the good of
the whole ,.andgives good opportunitie
for self-control and gentle manners, all
of which form such a great part in the
development of> character and true 'toTomanhood. (4:160)

Although basketball' was very popular with the

general pub11C,itw?-snot included.in thephY!3ical

education curriculum. At this time,the physical

education program in colleges, consi ste.d primarily

of instruct! on in gymnastios and calisthenics ~ (4fl38-)-

As a result of poor coaching methods, of too much

pressure on the participants, and general misuse

the athletes involved, competition for women became
,

discouraged in our culture. Many felt that women athletes

were being exploited and (~tistly -S'Q':i>·,;.,(80 :21 )

lic, with no training in the field of physical education.

In part, as a reaction to the above, the Intramural

Era eme~ged in the 1900's. (3:457) Educators felt



that this type of'. program was bes.t forcolJ.ege 'liomen

because the pitft.i.lls -and stumbling. blocks that marred

previous competitive· athleticprogr~ms~for women could

be·avoided.Women·physical educators· were' in charge

of the programs ,andlvith qualified women heading the

intramural progralIl.$lnstead of men, there appeared to

be a greater understanding of the needs of college women.

The intramural· program satisfied many college girls

but did not challenge the girls who were highly skilled

athletes. The giI.'ls with above-average ability and a

keen desire to compete with those of their own skill

level l'lere neglected;

The 1930's were marked by the public's demand for

increased recreational programs. As a result of this
...•.............- .._._._.-•._-_._-_._----.....,

new interest, the physical education programs in the

colleges and universities shifted from a formal-type

of program to one of informal activities. (3:453)

A wide variety of new activities were introduced to the

physical education curriculum. Many of these were

to the instructor as well as the student. Some of the

new activities included archery, badminton, speedball,

squash, and miniature golf.

The campaign to eliminate intercollegiate compe­

tition for women continued through the mid 1930's. The

majority of women's athletic associations on the college



eampVJ;;8S W'ere directed by the departmEmt of ph;y-sical

education for women. As a result of this controls the

IDe.in emphasis was placed on increased participation in

l.11.tramurals, extramurals, and sportsdays. (3:457)

NEW SOCIAL CHANGES

When Oongress adjourned in June, 1933, the United

States had been introduced to anew socIal philosophy.

The concept of rugged individualism was replaced by the

theme of equal opportunity and Itabundant living ll for alllJ

The Public Works Administration allocated over three

billion dollars for public instruction. One sixth of

this amount was for the building of school facilities.,

The Oivil Works Project Administration also allotted

millions of d611tifsthat went to the improveIIle1ita.nd~~~--···--~·---

construction of sports and recreational facilities in

educational lnstitutions. The i'lorks Pro ject Admini-

stration also encouraged the introduction of public

programs by providing trained instructors in the field

of recreation. (3:436)

With the onset of World War II, men went off to

war and women took over most of the jobs they left behind.

The concept that Itwoman I s place was in the home It changed

as women took on added responsibility in the world of

work. The gradual emancipation of women from the home,



of the number of yomen ,mn.ployerJ.:Ln the factori.es gave

her a more independent soc11:d positlon. This was re­

flected in her choice of clothes, entrance into sports,

and demand for expanded educational opportunities. (4:181)

With this change, a new philo'sophy regarding women

competing in athletics came. into eXistenc,e, andes a

result, athletic leagues for women emerged in city

recreation programs.

When the war ended, women had gained some freedoms.

Those girls who went to college were not satisfied with

the intramural programs as they then eXisted, and the

women physical educators were forced to extend intra­

mural programs tom.eet their needs .As a result ,oom-""",-,

petition with teams from other schools was sought, and

the extramural program came into existence.

the i:m.prov-ed att:tti::lc.l.e 'i.;t'H'rard her free

8

~ and the :tncx~easc"



Q."

collected data from statistical and factual reports,

of 'liOmen I s athletics and competit:lbl:1 a.tthe collegiate

TDLLATED lJITERATURE

Some historical studies related to the devr~lopmeD.t

opinions, and recommendations in addresses, editorials,

level include the following: "(-latts .(82), in her study

on liThe Changin.gConceptions of Oompeti tive Spor"ts .for

Girls and Women in the United States from 1880-1960,11

and committee reports. Watts traoed the intramural

movement and 'identifiedthe efforts o·! var1.ous people

to promote an intercollegiate athletic program for. women.

Kiefer (78) In., tiThe Desirability and Feasibility

of Interoollegiate Sports fot' College i'lomen" sent a

questionnaire to sixteen four-year colleges in Kentucky

in 1968. The, results indicated that due to an insuf-

ficientnumber of faculty members at the institutions

surveyed there were no intercollegiate athletic

of any depth for women.

Heflin (77) in 1968, completed "An Analysis of

Women's Interoollegiate Sports'Programs in Selected

Oolleges and Universities. 1I She pointed out that one

.of»tllema1ngoals of education was to proVide

...~ .........."":,;,,.p-- -,., Ifthls postulate is to be adhered

highly skilled



to

to meet their needs in sports activities 0 Colleg(;;s

and universi ties, should be providing more and better oppel>­

tunities for the highly skilled woman in at:b..1et1cs.

In a thesis written by Morrison (80) at Ohic State,

University, the ,changes in philosophy regarding women in

sports were studied. Morrison traced the changes in atti­

tudes of women physical educators toward competition and

showed how their changing philosophy brought about subse­

quent changes in womens basketball rules.

A dissertation related specifically to competition

for men is ,the, "History of the Wisconsin State University

Oonference"by Ronald Smith (81). He traced the history of

the first Wisconsin normal schools and focused on the develop­

ment of ·theira.thlet~icconference.

There are many parallels between the development of

the program for men and the currently developing program

for women in Wisconsin. Many references were made to "lOmen

athletes as Smith discussed the total athletic structure

in the Wisconsin normal schools.

Another historical dissertation that dealt with physi­

cal education and athletics in the Midwest was a study. by

Foss (76). In this study entitled,ttA History of Professional

Prepara'tion in Physical Education for Women in the Teachers

Oolleges of 'Vl1sconsin, Illinois, and IOlia, II she discussed

the development of a professional training program for women

as well as trends which affected athletio programs for women

in these institutions.



Will you be my valentine?
Or, Alasl Have I a rival?

If it's the game of basketball
Then all my hopes I stifel. (81:63)

This "ras true also inW'isconsin where women students, at-

O:rLl\.PTER !I

THE POPULAR YEARS

tending tl'10-year normal sohools, organi.zed basketball teams

before ··the male students had even played the game.__No-t --

long after the teams were organized, w'omen were playing

other teams from both normal schools and groups outside of

the school. For instance, the girls at Oshkosh

The creation of the game of basketball "by James Nai­

smith, a YMCA leader in 1891, had a tremendous impaot on

both men and· women.1nthe oountry. NationalJ.y,WQme.Il.

gan playing basketball before men did in many of the nation's

colleges. This was especially evident in the stateofOali­

fornia where basketball was considered to be

girls' sport until men started to play the game in 1910.(7:4-22)

School organized a basketball team in 1902 whioh defeated

a team from nearby Ripon College. (51:97)

Basketball was so popular with the girls at Oshkosh

Normal School that one young man put hi.s feelings into this

poem, itA Valentine to a Basketball Girl. 1I



1903. (81:63)

'l 'Jll_

team '(/faa organj.zed at Oshkosh Nor-

1tr:='H3 2)).I?-,yeo bybo'ch men and women,

t,,"\ ~e::l· H\'llore o.D '" l"i.a." "i 86,1 .g~.me IiVv hi - ."'<0.'" '. /J.; ca, "'....(X ......:....,.. . (;.1"':- .•

):n ~898"... ,' -.,.

i'ollow:tngyear 8,

but it 'tifaw ala.i-mad

It is quite possible that the main reason women were

the first coaches tor basketball was that each of the

mal School and coached .. by a WOman'iinO wanted •• a well"·discf;"

p11ned team. ShEistated that at the t1f1.rst indication of

indif'ferentor poor playing on the part of one of the regu­

lars his place wilLb.e filled. by one of the scrubs. 1I This

same situation prevailed at the Platteville UormalScliool

where awoman.coached both the men's and women's teams in

ball. (81 :64)

This situation was particularly evident at Oshkosh

Normal School where Miss Elizabeth IDleeID Stoner was

normal schools had a woman physical training instructor.

A number ofthesEfwom.en had been trained :1.n the East and,................__..._ ..._---=-------------=---,-.!
no doubt, had cOIlle into contact with the game. Because

there were no men physical training instructors until 1912,

it was logical that the male students turned to the women

instructors for assistance in learning the game of basket-

Physical Director. Miss Stoner, who was from Pennsylvania,

had received her training in the East. In the fall of

1899, Miss Stoner was appointed the Physical Director at

Oshkosh Normal School. (50:15)



· 'Wtl~mM:tss S'tcone"r arrived l')n -thsce,mpus in-i899f

baskJf:1i;,bal1 a;t OshkoshN-ormal School WB,S knOWil..chiefly

as a. ladies game. However, because at the need .for

some indoor game for men, Miss Stoner opened the gym­

nasium to the male students also. This proved to be

a great success and it did not take long .befo.re a suf­

ficient number of men were actively participating on

several basketball teams. These teams were

and coached by Miss Stoner. (50:15)

Basketball was also very popular with the students

at Stevens Point Normal School. In 1898, there were

six girls' teams and four bOYS' teams uriderthe super­

vision of Miss Crawford of the physical training depart­

ment. ~lle1)()Y~·-t~l3.1Jlplayedagainst Lawrence Oollege..._~.._.~~--------------------------------

of Appleton, on February 22, 1898, in the first boys

game ever played against another school by Stevens

Point. Normal. According to the school newspaper,

tiThe school cannot boast of too many basketball vic­

tories,but her (Miss Orawford's) players have attained

a fair degree of skill in the game • ••" (25:46)

A woman also supervised the basketball program

at Pla.tt.eville .Normal School. !'~ss Agnes Otis Brigham

was the PP.Y~±2~±__ ~l:"ai:rring i:rrstructor and, like the

.,..o ....o~ 'troN her training

the Boston



School of Gymnati:l1'ttC'$, Harvard Surrane:,'!" Schooljl and the

Sargent School of Physical Tra.ining. Her tee,ms at

Platteyille Normal School did not compete with teams

outside of the school as the gymnasium floor at Flatte­

ville was too small for competition of this type.. (32:56)

THE ROLE OF BASKETBALL

By 1880, more than half of the11b

in the countryadmlttedboth menand·women students.

Social customs, then, as now, influenced the extent and

... type ofpartlcipat10n by women iIi physical educat10n and

competitive sports. Basketball clubs were fot'med as

early as 1882. rIn 1901, a rules committee for women's

basketbi3.11bepi3.mei3.1,'ei3.l1ty. (5) This was true not _._ _..'---.._.!<.._------=- .

on the national scene, but also evident at the W"isconsin

Normal Schools •. Basketball was very popular with the

female students attending the normal schools at Platte­

ville, Oshkosh, Whitewater, La Crosse, and Stevens Point.

The women students were quickly caught up in the

of basketball and formed class teams at their respective

schools. In many cases, the women students were con­

sidered to be much more skilled than the male students,

who were just learning the game. (72) At Oshkosh Normal

School, for example, the girls organized basketball teams

as early as 1897. (49:73)



. men and women part1cipat~d in that firsthistorlc con.test

played before. 350 spectator:::. The.lad,1es s-cartedoff the

;} H398 ..

11:1,,~1t: c;r~J.r of, Ei.·te.;J'(~.ll_$The i'irt'.l't't.H3,$ltetba.l1gfJ.IT:c in

J?o:tnt l1ormalSchaolwas p:Eaye_d on

evening by playing their game first. Beca,llse the school

colors were purple andgold,itwas decided that the par­

ticipating teams be named according t.othe sohool colors.

Consequently, one team. was de$igllated the Purple Team,

whiletheir.opponen.tswere named the Gold Team. The

following 1s an~,ccounto.f the first basketball game

ever played at Stevens<1'ointNormal School:

After playing for ten minutes La.ura. Burce
succeeded in making a basket from the field.
The Purples soon made one. At the end of
the first half, the score was 2-2. The game,
which lasted one-half hour, ended in a tie
at 4...4.' Missl'eterson captained the Purple
and Miss Burce the Gold. (25:46)

Also that same year, the girls basketball team from

. Steven.s Point Normal School, travelled forty m1.1es to

WeyaUylega, and defeated their high school team by a

score of 8-2. This marked the first time the team had

defeated another school in aba:sketball contest. (26:7.6)

At Platteville Normal School, the year 1900 marked

the beginning of girls' basketball at that school.

Several ladies' teams were organized and they competed

against the men of the school. According to the school

annual, the Spectrum, ttthe ladies kept the rougher sex

hustling to keep matters ev·en. II (70) This practice



each other. The skill level "18.8_ evenly mat9hed and the

games were-generallyqu1teeven. (70)

In 1908,the\FirstTeam at :Platteville Normal School

had anenvlablerecoX'd. Thlsteamwon all games played

againstthe.other~i;teamsof the school as well as

defeating the Fla.ttevi1.le High School teams by

of 49-2,53-1 0, and 57-11. Members of this winning

lIlori.t:b.lU0d 1n:tothe1-901season.~_when.t.here 'tttere. 'tilio

"romen I 6 t eam.sandtwomen=$- -teams-that

team were: Norma Verbeck, captain; Kathleen Beardsley,

Bess Murphy, Eva Tenney, Edna Luchsinger, Millie Lewis,

Rose Poland, and Gail Hickcox.

On January 17, 1908, this team travelled fifty-three

miles t6Monrc>e to take on the high school team of that

community. The Platteville girls faced their first

defeat of the season when they were defeated by the

Monroe team, 30-4. The Platteville girls ·v1ere at a

definite disadvantage as they were not accustomed to

playing on a waxed floor or in such a large ~ymnas1um.

The return game was held in the Normal gymnasium, but

the Platteville girls were again defeated by the much

taller and stronger Monroe team, 26-10. (73)

During this time, the girls at Oshkosh Normal School

also fielded a basketball team in. addition to the class

teams. Eight girls made up the First Team which played

1



against Milwaukee NQ);7t.11alSchool on Mar'c(h l8 f

The Oshkosh girle played well; but they were

18..10 by ali experienced ¥.11wa.ukee team.

Like the otharschools, Whitewater Normal School,

started basketball .forglrls In 1903 with class tourn­

aments making 1.1pthe.competltion. The class tournaments

were very popular, 'b.u:t. the girls d:td seek compl3t:ttion

with teams outside bfthe school.. In 1913, the

basketball team from Platteville Normal School invited

the girls from Wh,itewaterto playa .basketball contest

with them, but the.game did·not take place. The Board

of Regents, which governed the operation of the normal

schools, decided that no basketball game~ could be played

between the girls of the state normal schools. (38:97): ~ :.~..~_._------==--

Even though the girls could not compete against

other schools, they did have their own class basket­

ball tournaments. Sev.en teams took part in the 1913

tournament at Whitewater Normal School, which was won

by the Seniors who defeated the Third Year team two out

of three games. The two teams were evenly matched and

the Senior team was hard pressed in the first meeting

to defeat their opponents, 10-8. As the score indicates,

the game was very close, and ,ias in fact forced into

overtime. The teams played two extra five minute .halves

to determine the winner. The next meeting between the
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two teams 'ia_s moreool.:\.v'i-nc:Lug as the. Sen5.ors overwhelmed

the Third Year team 7..0. (38:98)

The La Crosse Norma.1 School opened in 1909, and 1t.

was not long after that the first basketball teams were

formed for both men and women students. 'l'he 1911 113. Crosse

yearbook, The Ra.cquet, contalns the following information

concerning the popularity of ba.sketball at that school.

"The boys of the class organized a basketball team early

in the fall andma.de for themselves an enviable record,

winning the greater number of games played .It The g

of the school also organized two basketball teams and

practiced throughout the season, although they played

no outside teams. (62)

Seven womefncomposed the 1911 Senior basketball-~~- .__---,.---,.____

team at La Orosse Normal School. In/November this team,

which had been organized in 1910, took on the Junior

team, and won the school championship by defeating

15-9. This team was coached by Mr. Alfred Mueller, who

was also the men's coach at the time. Mr. Mueller

quoted as saying, "this is the snappiest bunch that he

had ever coached. tI The school annual went on to say that­

although the team played no games with other,schoolS,

the average observer could see that had the girls made

a tour of the state, the championship could easily have

been the1rs~ This team was noted for their fast play,
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at La Orosse Norms.l S¢hool andproved.to be a great

a. member of the physioal eduoation department.

A class basketball tournament wa.sheld·in 1914,

Although the team.,v'iS!'s.coached bya. man.:. there w'as a

woman chaperone, in this case, Miss Thayer, ~.,rho 1:as

spJ.end:td 'teamwl).i.~k. ~;1ld. theobserva.nceo:t Hig:r,:talc" (,62)

19

events at Stevens FointNormal School was the

ball tournament was conducted. The clas~ tournament was

success. It ovrasfelt that where the :physicaJ Education

Oourse played suchan important part in

offerings, theg·irls of the school should be represented

in at least one form of athletics. It was through the

efforts of Dr. Sputh,· the first Director of PrLYsical

Education, and some.s.tudentsthat the first class

These class basketball tournaments for girls were

also popular at the other normal schools. According to

the 1915 Ir±§., one or tl:le most interesting athletic

basketball tournament. The final game of the 1915

tournament was played,on March 26, and there was more

than the usual amount of excitement. The gallery was

filled with studen'ts and townspeople who had come out

to cheer their teams and favorite players. The Juniors

1
"

:jf ".:



won the championship by defeating theSehie;t's;.
-- ._.. .. __.... . .. _. ._-

As the SCOI,'e indleates, this l'Tasnot (lhlgh fiooring

game; ·but evenmoreu.nusual,there .were .no fleldgoals

made in the contest. (33: 120) As an award for their

pa.rticipationin the championship game, each member of

both teams rece!veelabox of candy from Dr. Bisohoff.

Interest lnbasketball and sports for girls-con­

tinued to grow in popularity at the various state n.ormal

schools. In the 1915, Racguet, it is interesting to note

that a young lady, actively going for a shot, with tennis

racquet in hand, is .featured on the divisional page for

the athletic section.

The girls who participated in basketball at ~Thitewater,

Oshkosh, and -Pla,.ttevillewere _recognized for thelra.thletlc

achievement by receiving school letters,.. Whitewater Normal

School was the first of the schools to honor their female

athletes with uW's.1t In 1913, twenty-four girls who par­

ticipated in basketball at Whitewater Normal School were

awarded the school letter. (38:98) It was felt that

where women students were in such a majority, it was only

natural that women's athletics should play such an important

part in student activities.
I

In 1919, the girls who participated in athletics

at Oshkosh Normal School were awarded a Normal 110."

The requirements for the letter was that a girl must



in the Intramural. Baskatball Tournament at La Oro sSe

girls did not receive letters from
-_.-.:--

The La

well as being popular with the general public. HOwever,

be am.em'ber of th.e~,~1l9o.;;L t.e:a,IQ. and h8.ve a €Spade ave~·(.:\.gA

of eighty-five. WiXb."'lers of the .official U Olt that

the athletic department, but their interest in class

tournaments continued to grow. Seven teams took part

Girls athletics became increasingly prominent among

the school activities at the state normal schools as

,
year were Helen Zlngsheim, Ana Ma.thiasen, Lena ]'ossland,

and Irene Orosby. (53;133)

Women ath1.etes>at> Platteville Normal School first

racalvadrecognitio:!lfor their athletio achievement in'

1922. That f1rstyear. ten girls received school letters

for theirpartioipatlon in basketball. (47)

"Normal School in 1917. The partioipating teams were

The JuniorPhy.Eds., JuiiiorPrimary, Freshman Phy .. Eds.,
----------------~-,-,,---'''--------------.=

College and Advanced Rural, Senior Phy. Eds., Grammar

and Junior Grammar, and Senior Primary. The following

is an aocount of the exciting final game played between

the Junior Primaries and the Junior Phy. Eds.

It was a very close and interesting game. No
person, either spectator or player was able
to tell which team'ti'as winning, and not until
the score was announced at the end of the game
did the Junior Primaries know they were the
champions. (64)

1



ATHLETIO CLUBS ESTABLISHED

o.ftheadministirati'tleprob.le:ms ex.perien.ced. tQday are not

-·22

itt !"1}.Xlli.Hl.g th-e'pt'Gg:ram. ~~.ny·

We need •. never "iIol,'ry in Stevens Point Normal
about girls coming out for sports. All we
need lsspace\a.n.dequipment. The girlS aJ.."E;'l
enthusiastic. We have 152 girls out for
bElsketl:>al1., .....Thelinli.ted number of practice
hours due to constant use of the gymnasium
for other things-made it hard to give every­
one a chance ato play. We need anew gymnas­
ium andwe·needsomemeans of obtaining money
for girls sports. (34:128)

actively involved in athletics. There were as many as

250 girls who participated in the Girls Athletic Associ­

ation and who comprised the twenty-eight teams that took

part in the various activities. The girls participated

in tennis, basketball, hockey, baseball, track and field,

In 1914,a Girls Athletic Club was organized at

Whitewater Normal School by Miss Julia Vinton Yea1tle-;--~­

The girls participated in tennis, association football,

and basketball. During the war years of World ~ar I,

the coeds at Whitewater Normal School became even more

unique. The same problems faced womenadmin1strators

yea.rs ago. Thefollow1n.g JO's an account of a problem

which existed at . Stevens Point NOI'IIlal School in. 1917:

.problenl.swa:L"e· e:e\~01J.nterEid

1



women appeared Hl i.h.e 1918 Bchool annual:

1;'eel:1.ngs x'i,=J'garding a thletiosfor

held at \ihitewater on May 27, with the same results

as the previous contest. Miss Krueger again won the

singles, but the doubles team from Whitewater could not

defeat the strong Milton team although the match was

extended to the full three sets. (42:113)

a match. Viola Krueger of Wnitewater won the singles,

but the doubles team of Miss Krueger and Mary Courtney

lost to Milton in a close match. A return match was

Scliool. On May 23, 1922, the girls te~is team travelled

to nearby Milton College to play their tennis team in

Never befol~e' was there a time when the ~iOmen

of this coun:t:cy needed the best possible
physical development as they. need it now .. .. O'

in such a manner have we done our bit to make
ourselves fit'for our future duties as American
women. (41 :84) .

Tennis became a very popular sport at the various

Wisconsin Normal Schools. In. 1921 , atennisolub •• ,for

girls was organized at La Crosse under the direction of

Miss TliOmpsOn of the physical education department.

During the first year of ,existence, thirty-nine girls

participated in the club. Although the girls did not

play against teams from other schools, they did have a

tournament to determine a club champion.

Tenniswasa1:sovery popular e.t Vlhi te\'later Normal-----

and, acquat1cs.



still confined to tournaments within the.school. MlssSegl1:n,a

and 'Miss Edgerton,thephysical directors, believed

girls were not strong enough to stand the ·strain. a.nd exc1.te~

ment of playing basketball games with other schoolf.:!. (42:119)

The Girls Athletic Association was organi2;ed at Stevens

Point Normal School on November 26,1918.

comeamember,a girl must have earned 100 points through

her partic!pationon"the various teams. The activities in

which a girl could. compete included basketball, volleyball,

tennis, hockey, and track and field. In 1929, the name

changed to the Women's Athletic Association. Emphasis was

placed onyearrQ@dptlI'ticipation in the organization.

·Even though the ·girls at Whi.-t(nn;\,ter l\l:ca....$B.l. ~(;,t::;:00

Normal games played by the men. (55:186) Besides being

The WAA slogan was, "Sports for all--4ll for Sports."

At Oshkosh Normal School, the Girls Athletic Associa­

tion was established in 1920. It was the purpose of

club to promote good fellowship among the girls of the

school. Points were awarded for participation in the

activities. (54:109) The girls at Oshkosh Normal School

carried on an active program revolving around a variety of

sports. It was said by some that the girls' games were

played just as well and were as exciting as the Inter-

.competeaga1ns't'other scb.ools~~n tenl.t;Ls>~ -1:l.r1.~}BeiibaJ:.l



were held in the three major sports (b~sketball, volley­

ball, and baseball) to determine the championship team. (65)

The Trident Swimming Club was organized in 1924 to

further interest in swimming and to encourage members to

pass the Red Cross Life Saving Test. Interest in the WAA­

continued to grow throughout the years and it rapidly

became one of the most popular clubs on the La Crosse

Normal School campus. The fact that there were over 100

girls participating in each of the major intramural

It was in the spring of 1922, .when Miss Emma LouW1:1der

of the :Physical EducatlonDepartment, organlzed.the

Women's Athletic Association. The purpose of th1.sgroup

was to promote and supervise the athletic activities of

the girls and to create an interest among women in all

phases of athletics. The various sports offered in the

intramural program that first year included basketball,

volleyball,base't:>J3.ll,1iennis, and swimming. Tourn~::a!3nt~_

~ports in general. To shoW' school spirit

staged their own -football game betweell -halves of the 1925

Homecoming .game • (56 :116 )

The years 1923 and 1924 were very important dates

for the coeds at the La Crosse Normal School campus.

act,lve 1n sport$, theG~\girls werea;ct:~.?\e



tournaments wasindeedind.:toat1ve of'the girls f lU1;eres'c

·1n the. activities o.f:rered by the. -.rAA.{68)

The first Intra-Olass Tx'ack Meet was held at La Crosse

Normal School in 1928. Field events dominated the meet

as two'of the nine events involved running. The meet

was dlrectedby a senior student, Cloe Doyle. Indivld...

ual honors went to Hazel Webb who ~~on the medal with

13 points. The Senior .team won first place honors and

were rewarded by h.a'V'~!l€: their class numerals engraved

on the Track and Field Cup. Members of the victorious

Senior team were Gretchen Siebert, captain; Hazel Webb,

Margaret, Lonsdorf, Doris Leppla, Irene Dornek, Mabelle

,Amundson, and Jessie Dunham•. Miss Chappell, a member

of the.phYf3~9?-!~cl:l..lcationstaff, had introduced the

sport in the program. (67)

The girls at La Crosse Normal School were also

interested in dance. In 1932, Orchesis was established

with twenty-eight members in the group under the

of Miss Elizabeth Sehon. Miss Sehon had studied

Margaret H. DOUbler, who was the founder of the modern

dance movement in education, at the University of Wis­

consin, Yadison. The purpose of the group was to inter­

pret dance and produce dance dramas.
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REOREA~~:to.rr l1IO'V::~HENT

There' was 8- shift of interest .from atrdeticsto

recreation in the early 1930's due t6 'the economio df~­

pression which swept the entire Un1 ted State;3 and llOrld 0

The depression pointed out the importance of recreation

in the life of the average American as the public as

a whole lacked the money to pay for entertainment 0 As

a result, the pUblic sought relaxation in the less ex­

pe:n.sive commUrilty recreation programs. Attendanoe at

these recreation centers ~oubled between 1932 and 1934.

In 1932, the American Association for Hea.lth and :Phy­

sical Education appointed two committees to study various

ways in which physical education could contribute to youth's

leisure tlmeactlVitles~ As a result· of this stu.dy,-tlie----­

committee concluded that physical educators should place

more emphasis on skills involving recreation. (3)

This recreational theme was also experienced at the

college level, as it affected the philosophy of the

organizations. At La Crosse Normal School, the Women's

Athletic Association changed its name to the i'lomen' s Rec­

reation Association. This would indicate that the college

women at La Crosse Normal School were concerned not so

much ."..·ith athletics, but considered recreational values

to be more important.



l~~w a.~tiY1t:tes,~ l3u",h !?'"s tap,and ~~o;~icd da.;r,.(!Ji:o"cr.

lie dis(.}l).El~i()j1 .,'made up of women ~who vlE'l'e interesti:;er.l in

pubI:1.cprOblemsJ;,a:ridpainting were added to the new liRA.

program. Accordlngto'the 1934 ~aoguet , liThe organizati.on

has truly liV.eduptolts name. It has become a recrea-

tion assocla'tio:ri;" With the new emphasis on recreation

rather than competit:tOIl,there appeared to be an increase

of. interest in the argan1.zation from women outside

physical education field. Until the change in philosophy,

only ten women, who were not in physical education b

to the .WRA, but in 1934, the number of non-physicaleduca­

tion majors partIcH.pat1ng in the WRA program had incl"eased

to forty. (68)

This recreational theme continued to prevail at La Orosse

Normal School and in 1936 the WRA Board of Directors car-

ried the idea of recreation one step further. The Board

abolished the point system for awards. Members felt that

"the purpose of this organization is activity for activity's

sake. 1t This philosophY WaS in complete contrast to the

initial beliefs of the organization where the point system

played such an integral part of the group. (69)

This same sentiment prevailed at the other normal

schools as well. In 1934, the G~~ at Oshkosh Normal School

did not function under this name. Activities were carried

out, but it was just referred to as Girls' Sports. A rec-



x'eat1:0il:lX'oontwas C()!lstl"uetedwnerebothmen ana ,:\.;orne:;f;'~i:ltU"';

dentscOll.J...d ])la.ytable ,termis, shufflehQal'd s, and

ented to those viho. excelled in> the

va.rious sports. (517$133) More emphasis was, placeii'QH

th~ indlvidual sports such as tennis, archery, an.d gal!.

As the followillgstatement indioates , recreation ,.,as the

main objective in t,he girls sports program at Oshkosh Nor­

mal School in 1937=

OshlcQshCQJ.J.~g;e, doe,S not advocate intensive
competition which aims at championships and
star players; we believe there is greater joy
and recreation in wholesome competition such
as Inthe society tournaments and intramural
games • (59:96 )

In 1938, thegirls'sports organization at Oshkosh

Normal School became kno~Tn as the WAA. It was the purpose
I

of this groupt66ffer college women the opportlJ~ity to
'~_----....,..--....,..-----"

learn to spend their leisure time in the best possible ad-

vantage. (60) The philosophy of the WAA of Oshkosh Normal

School in 1940 was expressed as:

The real purpose of the WAA program 1s to
prOVide activities \in which all the women
can participate for their own pleasure,
rather than to develop only the few, who
are skilled to represent the group. (61 :115)

What occurred at La Crosse Normal School in 1936 was

an indication of what was to happen eventually on the na­

tional level. Five years after the La Crosse coedsl:3.'1>Ql­

ished their point system, the National Section of Women's

Athletics (NS1'lA) issued a "Statement of Stfc:mdards" that

'ball. Awards were



"•.;asi94·j Basketball Guide. (80:43)

...'unOXl.g. other recommendationa, the If Standards" suggested

that the rewards of partioipating in sports were to be

the pleasure of playing and not cups, medals, or letter

awards. (80 :44)



OHAPTER III

THE DEOLI;NE

The periodfrom·,g05 to 1938 waS a diffioult one

for women'sathletios. (80:20) Basketball, as previously

disoussed. was thELfirst team sport in· whioh women partio­

ipated, and just as the firs't games were patterned after

C\ the men's games, so was the ,direotion of a thletios for
/' #

women. Women's teams played for gate reoeipts, reoeived
~.:-......-~.•._.,,-~,-~--_., .. ,

all klnds of l;;dyerse pUblioity, and plaoed emphasis on
'--_..~-~._~------ -,

winning at alloosts. Most of· the teams wereooaohed by

men and were alsooffioiated by men. There were no stand­

ards oonoerningthe.welfare of the players. Unfortunately,

women did not have a baokground for playing basketball

under these oonditions. Most of the players were emotion­

ally unstable in meeting the pressures of athletio oom-,

petition. (80:21)

Around 1925, there appeared to be a definite trend
away from athletio oompetition for women. There was vir­

tual elimination of state and national ohampionships for

women and even opposition to women oompeting in theOlytnpio

Games. (82:163)' The reasons for this de-emphasis we:re

oited as laok of leade:rship, over-emphasis on ohampions,

and chanrpibnahip teams ,1ittle regard fo:rthe health of the
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p1.a,~·e:r~s $' a,nd n,t:glect of thepoorl:r skilled girl ~ W1.th. 1'e...

gard to thfssi.;tuationllOoi'fey· w'ri tee t

• • • th.sj.nl~ge of the sportsminded girls
WaS bCPRUl±p.:gslightly tarnished•. Displays
of emoti~Q!J.t3.J.lsm and unlady-likeconduct re­
suIti.ng frOID <p0o.r lead.ershl:p•.. to.ok place in
full view of the American public.

WhennowoID..e..l1 .. were present. to take the
leadershlpinsports, men stepped in to give
the young sportf.nlOman a taste 0 fvigorous
activity. As enthusiasm for girls' sports
spread, leadership was not always of the
h1.ghest. In many cases health examinations
were ignored. Thus the first seed was planted
for the.. ever present controversy regarding
theextentofspe>rts for women. (20:39)

A typical example of this can be seen in the results

of a survey.that·wasCc>nducted in 1928 in the state of

Pennsylvania. The survey revealed that eighty-two per

cent of the schools had interscholastic sports for girls

and from this group,twentY"iwoper· cent· did notrequTre------·

a health examination, twenty-siX per cent had a man in

charge, and seventy-seven per cent used the girls' game as

a prelude to the boys'game. These practices caused

opposition to competition for girls among women physical

educators. (7:453)

During this time women athletes were considered

masculine as it was the opinion of most educators that

women should not compete in sports which involved a high

level of competition. The abuse by an audience brought

out the worst in young women who did not have the poise

and security necessary for such pressures. In order to



was not socially<a.ccoptable. For' examples the:ol:po sing

ha:vefreedom of movement , the players WO:J;.'e clothi.l1g I'Jhich

gard to costumes for women athletes:

In a certain city two equally well matched
club teams met for a1'ub11c basketball. game
in an important championship series. The
home team came. on the floor wearing
socks and suits of extreme cut--of 'conversa­
tional' interest to the spectators; Jchev1si­
tors arrived, conservativelydressed,stock­
ings above the knee, vIell f1tted bloomers and
middyblouses--creating an impression that
'Won the fancy of the spectators. As the game
progressed,. it became evident that the mora.l
supportof-tnespectatorshadgone .. to.the.vish ._
tlng team. With a tied score and twenty sec­
onds to go the visitors were award.ed a free
throw. Fans say they prayed that ball-through. (80 :23)

. -

of the legswascpD.sideredimproper at this time"

The wearing of a costume w'hich was suitable for an

active .game such as basketball proved to be a controver­

sial subject during these years. The following quote i.6

an example of the feelings expressed by the public in re-

A former sports writer and well known short story

writer, Paul Gallico, sized up the "muscle molls" of

1920's and 1930's with such phrases as:

tennis ladies ••• Look at the shoulders .•••
forearms ••• Those legsl Never saw a good
lady swimmer with small feet ••• Track
athletes • • • Flat chested • • • close­
cropped hair • • • and those legs • • •
The freaks bring up the. rear. guard • .••
ballplayers ••• toughies and exhibition­
ists. For the most part they have ugly
bodies, hard faces, cheap minds. (6:117)



NE}l~D })10It 1WHIiltif COAOHES

7:tj.
-"



I.ee ~ of the University ofin. 1

athletics for warneLl in :f::lfty colleges and univel'si ties.

conduc'bed a study to determj.!18 t1'1r: eta tus of

The results of the study chowed that of the fifty schools

surveyed, only eleven sponsored competition in the

sports: basketball (11), tennis (9), field hockey (7),

swimming (5), baseball (4), archery (2), rowing (2),

and -fencing (1). Miss Lee f'ound tha.t very fe1'1 women di...

rectors of physicaL education favored the varsity type of
- -

i:n:tercol1egl8,te c6IIlpetitionfor women. (3)

AlthoughW'omen-pl1ysical educators were successful

in .elimina.ting intercollegiate competition, negativefea­

tures remained in other levels of competition. There was

a tremendous growth-of competition in elementary and sec-

onda.ry schbo):s--al:f--W'ellas -in industrial -leagues. ---A-t- t-lli-s -

time, girls' teamswerei'ighting intens~lyfor district,

regional, and state championships. Frequent trips to

play other teams or to participate in a tournament

the girls to be away from their jobs or to miss school.

The trips were, in general, poorly chaperoned. A large

number of spectators were drawn to these emotion-packed

contests and sporting interests were quick to commercialize

on the tremendous following these games hadwlth thegen..

eral public. (3)



vongress,

NATIO.NAL GJ1.0UPS TAKE ACTION

In the fall of 1922, the IlJational Recreation

./

passed a resolut+'Oll opposing the current status of athlet~.c

competition for women. Olark Hetherington, a prominent physi­

cal educator, then suggested to Blanch M. Trilling, chair...

man of the Committee on Women's Athletics of the American

Physical Education Af)sociation, that womenphys1ct3.:L

tors should organize a national women's

tion that·would·be similar to the National

Federation (NAAF). ¥~ss Trilling, who was

Depa.rtment ofPhys1cal Education for Women at the Univer­

sity of Wisconsin, Madison, further u~t:Jcus::>

tion with Colonel Henry Breckingr1dge, President of the

l'lAAF. (:3) In 1923, Mrs. Herbert lIoover, then Vice Pre-............~ ~~~~"--~-~--_·~--=---------- W

sident of the NAAF, called a meeting 0+ all women inter...

ested in athletics for women. A Women's Division of the

NAAF was formed and a platform was drawn up. (22:34)

This group continued to work for high standards

in athletic competition for women until it united

the National Section on Women's Athletics of the American

Association of Health, Physical Educa.tion, and

in 1940. Through its efforts, state basketball tourn...

aments for high.school girls were eliminated and intra­

mural programs were widely adopted. The commercialization



of~~thefe:maleathlete$ was partically controlled!, and. the

. health supervision of the athlete-s improved" (22) .

The aims and re·sBlutiohS of the .. NAA:M'creatoQ .SOI!H~

confus!on among wornen-·physi caleducato1,'S.· Some int er­

preted the platform tomeanthattheWomentsDivisiOh of·

the NAAF did not advocate interscholastic athletics for

l'lOmen. ThiswasiiiO"tthe. case. They did, however t advo-

cate standards which they felt would be for the welfare

of the players. (80:24)
/

The following are the aims of the Women's Division

of the National Amateur Athletic Federation. (80)

1 • ~() .•. pr()Irl()t~:p:roe;:rams ...0f' .... :Pl1ysica.la.c~;V"; ties
f'()rall.members of given social·groups
rather than for a limited number chcsen
fortl1eirphysical prowess.

2. To protect athletes from exploitation
forthe-enj bymeht of the spectators-f-o-r-------.--------- --------.=
the a.thletic reputation 9r commeroial
advantage of any lndivld'4al or organization.

3. Tostrcess enjoyment of the sport and the
development of sportsmanship, and to
minimize the emphasis or individualaccom­
p11shmentsand the winning of champion­
ships~

4. To eliminate types and systems of.compe­
tition which put emphasis upon individual
accomplishment and winning rather than
upon stressing the enjoyment of a sport
and the development of sportsmanship among
the many.

5. To restrict recognition of athletic accom­
pliShment to awards which are symbolioa.l
and which have the least possible intrin­
sic value.



6 c To d1scour~gesel1saticnal pUblicit~t $,1;0

gulde>publ1.city .e.long eduoational litleS
and to stress through l.tthe spox'trG.th.ex'
than 'the ind.ivicl\tal or group competi't;ioll ..

7. Top.ut"rell trained and properly quaJ.l,fi.ed
women in immediate charge of atp.leticsand
otberphysical eduoatiOD.activities.

8. To work tC)'Ward placing the. administl's,tion
as well as the immediate leadership of
physi8p.~educationactiY:1.ties for girls
and properly qualified women.

9. To secure adequate medical
?-Il.c1 i IAed.ica.lfollow-up advice as a. ba.sls
f'orparticipation in physical activities.

10. Topro'V'idesanitary and adequate environ­
mentand facilities for all physlcalactiv­
Ities.

11. To <work for such adequate tlmeallo.tment
fora physical edUCation program as shall
meet the needs of the various age groups
for. gl"o-wth, development and maintalnence
of physical fitness.

12. To promote a reasonable and sane attitude
toward certain physiologi~al conditions
which may occasion temporary unfitness
for vigol"oUS athletics, in order that
effective< safeguard shall be maintained.

13. To avoid countenancing the sacrifice of an
individual1shealth for the sake of.her
participation in athletic competition.

14. To promote the adoption of appropriate
costumes for the various athletic activities.

15. To eliminate gate receiptso

16. To discourage athletic competition which
involves travel.



CHAPTER IV

THE REVIVAL

In the 1960's, a new philosophy emerged regarding

the involvement of women1n sports. Therewa.saf'eellng

that the highly skilled woman athlete had been neglected

by not being permitted to compete with others of her skill

level. Margaret Lamaster, a member of the physical educa­

tion staff at the University of li1sconsln, Madison, and

State Ohairrnanfor:OGWS, .expressed her pp.llosopilyregard.­

ing the skilled atruete in an article written in 1964.

Disadvantages sometimes arise from competition.
Thieis to be expected when dealing with some­
thingsow:nrespread···arid universal as c6Ilipetft:faii-;-----
The sad part of 1t is that because !of these ill
effects too many people conclude that athletic
competition is not good. Instead of wishing to
abolish it because of some poorly conducted pro-
grams we should seek to get to the bottom of the
problem. As teachers and coaches, we need to
check on ourselves and see that all phases of the
program are carried on in a wholesome manner
stead of being willing to deprive all students,
especially the more highly skilled since it is
at this level where the controversy arises, of
the opportunities to advance their learning and
skill. (18 :4 )

The poor showing of women athletes in the OlYmpic

Games of 1960, further substantiated this concern.. Ameri­

can women could not compete on the same level with women

from other countries. It was felt by some that one way

to improve this situation would be to develop a more com-



~

ipate and compete in the various sports.

x"es'tl":1.ctI.onssurround::l.ng competition.Du.s to

college ls'1"018 ~

l'lOmen phyBical educators were not highly trained in coach­

lnge It became necessary to provide them with an oppor­

tunity to strengthen and improve their techniques of coach­

ing. The result was a series of National Institutes for

Girls Sports. The idea was concei.vedby thtlWoIIleIl.· s Board

of the United States Olympic Development Oommittee. The

Institutes were planned and sponsored by thf1!'rBoarda.tld· the

pE:t:lt~/~l.e r;poX'"c pJ.'og;;;:;a.m fQrgi.r1.eat 'thE; secon.dary and

Division ofGirlsandW'omen Sports of the AmerIcan As

atlon of Health,Physical Education, and Recreation. (16)

These institutes were primarily for women who were interested

in coaching and for those who were interested in increas·

ing thescopeof-women's sports in the United States;;----Tl:re

clinicians at these institut~s were, themselves, highly

trained and skilled athletes whose task it was to present

information an.d techniques of coaching various sports to

the clinic participants. The participants were represent­

atives from the respective states, and following each Insti­

ture they were to return to their states to conduct a sports

workshop similar to the National Institute. Through these

workshops, the state representatives were able to teach

others, who in turn would motivate school girls to partic~



T"'iii F1rs·";1,it";":'t'ion,6-J.· 1'';'';''''1''",.';,)-1;(:, "'''c,\,, V"""]"''''~''J t c' ·.s-.,ori's was ..!A~~.- . ..,.tJ J>lf>~_''''''''''''''t 0", ~.....f~""~';) ..;.4.t"" ..... ;,-,'V", J.., ...';' lV:f,... ,.~.I."";~-,.Irt.",1. ~ 1"" ~,tI ..

·track an(lheJ."d in 1963 a-",il /' oolt w~1'''' (",,"t"1'~~ ,.,,~..~ hr::'
,,'. ",':,', ,_"'",;'.-C,</o.J,;Yo" "',J"~;'Vf_",,,,_":-_"'~.J.o_Q*'t*-~+':,:~9L::':?J~\...'9

comprised. the activities of the second institute ini 965.

Gymnast1c·s,,-trackand field ~ 1i:lay'ak1.!lg.~ .:fanc:ing, i:J.nd divine,'

The third institute involved skiillg and figure skating'in

1966. A fourth session in the coaching of basketball find.

volleyball was also held in 1966. The fifth and fj~al one,

in 1969, offeredbaslcetball coachi:ngand officiating, gym­

nastics officiating,an.d track ahd field. (16)

These institutes were attended by Wisconsin teachers

who were concerned about developing a more extensive·· Oom-

petitive athletio program for girls in the state. Wiscon­

sin1srepresentatives at the First National Institutewer~

Beatrioe Baird and Jean Foss, faoulty members from the UW-

La Orosse, who ·pa-rtioipated in track· and gymnasticsres-pee---­

tively, and Margaret Lamaster from the trW-Madison, who was

the general representative and coordinator for the state

DGWS. Other Wisconsin representatives have been Mary

MoLellan, gymnastics and kayaking; Patricia Pollack, skiing;

and Lee Stephenson, track and field and basketball.

The United States Ol~~pic Development Oommittee in­

fluenoed the Presidents of some of the major oolleges and

universities to encourage the Womenls.Physioal Education

Departments to re-evaluate their programs regarding com-



petition for college women. This was done through their

conference athletio oommissioners and athletio repre­

sentatives in hopef3 of upgrading their sports progrj:lm by

inoluding more high-level oompetition for women. (5)

THE GUIDING AGENOIES

W1ththis 1norease·of interest in more oompetition

for oollege women itibeoame·evident that guiding ageno1es

would ba tleoessary to lead the groups1n the proper <direC­

tion. On a natf6nallevel, a Oommissiononlntercollegiate

Athletios for Women was formed by the Divis1onot'Girls

and Women Sports ill 1966. The Oommission sanotioned a

polioy whioh provided for National Interoollegiate Ohampfon­

ships for women in gymnastics, track and field, swimming,

badrn.intofi,V'olTeYball,and ·arohery. (5)

This inorease of interest among girls in sports and

their desire for.oompetition on a h1gher level led to the

development of an athletic conferenoe for women in

oonsin's colleges and universities. Women physical educa­

tors felt that the ourrent program oonsisting of extra­

murals and sportsdays was not enough to meet the challenge

of the highly skilled women athletes. They were in favor

of an expanded tournament program that would enable the

more experienoed athletes to compete w1th others at their

own skill level.



There were other people, in addition to wome.n physi­

cal educators, who were aware of the need for an expanded

sports program for college women in Wisconsin. One such

person was Fred Jacoby, who was the Commissioner of Athle­

tics of the State University Oonference. It was Mr. Jacoby,

who, ata Board of Regents of State Universities Meeting,

on May 21, 1970, reported on the emerging situation re­

garding intercollegiate athletics for women. At that time,

this area ofathlet.1cs was not the responsibility of the

Wisconsin state University Athletic Oommittee. During the

discussion whioh followed regarding the sub ject o.fwomen

athletios, it was the oonsensuS of those present that the

sUbject of women's intercollegiate athletics should be re­

ferred to the Faculty Athletic Oommittee. This committee

wouldthenmeet~~withathletlcdirectors and women-~e~pre-fJ-en-t-----..---..~

atlves from the colleges to discuss further the pos~iblllty

of expanding the current athletic program to include an

intercollegiate athletic conference for women.

Further action was then taken by women physical educa­

tors who agreed that it was necessary for such a conference

to be formed. A meeting to establish the guidelines and

foundations for an interoollegiate athletio conferenoe

held at Stevens Point, Wisconsin, September 18-20, 1970.

Representatives from the various Wisoonsin colleges and



universities attending the session included the Chairman

of the Women's Physical Education Departments and

members of the physical education staffs who were interested

in organizing an athletic conference. The meeting was

organized by Miss Mary Jo Mullen, a faculty member at

UW-Stevens Point and Miss Judy Wilson, who was on the staff

at UW-River Falls.

The following is an account ofthat.meetlng.

"To: Oouncil ofJ?residents

"FromS MarY' .JCfMullen, State Ohairman of
Intercollegiate Athletios for Women

"Date. Ootober6,1970

"Subject: Interool:Legiate Athletios for Women

"For the past few years, women in the state of Wlsconsin
have been expressing the interest and need for organized
women'slnteroollegiate athletics. Many states have aI­
readymovedin~thisdirection;. others are in thepro"C-e-s"S-.-~-----·="'

I~ was agreed that Wisconsin also moye in this direction.

"On September 18 and 19, WSU-Stevens·· Point was host toiis­
consin college women physical education teachers who met
for the purpose of organizing intercollegiate athletic
for women throughout the state. The state unlvers
were well represented with forty members, including six
chairmen or directors. Other institutions represented
were University of Wisconsin and Northland College.

"Most of the sessions were informative discussions. On
Friday evening, the group met with consultants to deter­
mine which direction to take in formUlating policies and
procedures. This helped to set up the framework fro~ which
to work. Saturday morning Mr. Fred Jacoby, Oommissioner
of Men's Athletics, spoke to the women on the men's pro­
gram, their benefits, and the services that were available
to the women. Major items were discussed at length. The



women indicated great concern for medical benefits, re­
leased time for coaching, budget, facilities, officials,
scheduling everitsaiid cOIlf'ereD.cestructurelO Ha.ving
informed on many of the areas of grave concern, the women
moved toelec-t-working committees for the purpose of gather­
ing and compiling the necessary information for policies
and procedures. The followiIlgpositions were elected:
Ohairman, Miss MaryJo Mullen, WSU"Stevens Point; Vice..
Ohairman, Dr. iMaryMcLellan, WSU-La Orosse; Writing Oom­
mittee, Dr. HeleliBriwa, WSU-Oshkosh; Miss Mary Ann Riccio,
WSU-Whitewater;Miss Joan Hedriok, WSU-Superior.

"Student commltte.es had been formed previously to ·setup
policleswhichtileY'thoughtwerenecessaryfortheorganl­
zation. These.pollcies will be then submitted to til~'W'riting
committee. Reaction to all polioies and refinemen.t of .
prooedures will take place at a meeting set for Ja.nuarY' 29
and 30 at WSU"Ea.u~OIEtire.

ltMJM:et lt (74

On January ?9 •.. 1971 t the first organizational

to write a constitution for the WiSconSin Women's Inter..

collegiate Athletio Oonference was conducted at Stevens

Point,J{j.f3()Q~~l~lIAtthatmeeting t Mary !WtL. Ri()~()io=-~o=-,:f==···~U=W:,--~--==-=-~

\ihitewater and Helen Briwa of UW-Os~osh wereappo1nted

the representatives of the WWIAO to write a constitution

for the conference.

In that same year, the following officers were elected

to serve the Wisconsin WomE:)n' s Intercollegiate Athletl.o ';Si~;~t¥':

Oonference: Mary Jo Mullen, OW-Stevens Point, Ohairman;

Patricia Oollins, OW-Platteville, Ohairman Eleot;

Kit Saunders, OW-Madison, Secretary-Treasurer.
,

A list of recommendations was drawn-up by the IfflIAO

regarding conference policies and submitted to the Oouncil

of Presidents at a meeting, April 8, 1971, by the WWIAO



of Presidents' Meeting and the £ollowing questions were

addressed to the Oouncil by President Pr9yfus of UN-Stevens

Point: (1) Should the System have a women ',s a thletlc con­

ference? (2) Should it be system-wide in its organization.,

or by campus? .(3) Should it include an assigned position

Ohairman, Mary Jo Mullen •. The £ollowing is a list o£ the

recommendations which were submitted to the Oouncil

their approval.

"Recommendations by the Wisconsin Women's Intercollegiate
Athletic Oonference presented to the Oouncil of Presidents
on April 8, '1971 for approval and action necessary to put
these recommendations into effect.

I.

These recolIl.Dlendations were discussed at the Oouncil

II.

IV. We recommend that for the academic year 1971-71
physical education department of the Wisconsin state
University System be allotted at least one new woman's

·post-t--1-onTinaddition to tho se po sit1ons--a:J:rm:11ty
allotted. This additional position will be necessary
for sOheduling reasonable teaching loads and per­
mitting adequate released time £01' coaching.

"Submitted by,
Mary Jo Mullen
WWIAO Ohairman
WSU-Stevens Point." . (75)

"

It

'I',erecolIl.Dlendthat the WWIAO Oonstitution, By-Laws
and Operating Oode be adopted and'of£icially put
in,to,et'.t'e,ot at the, beg1:n.tl1.ng of the 1971 ..72 aca­
demic.school year.

Wereoommend that the equivalent weighto£ lab
c()l1~a()tl10u.I'~be given, to the student contact
hours in-a coaching assignment when considering
teaching loads. .

II III. We recommend that a sufficient number of women
facultymem.bers be employed to fulfill the
sibilities of both teaching and coaching.

"



."\:.,,r'lt

Moved by President Guiles of Oshkosh, seconded
by PresidentUllsvik, Platteville, that the
Obuno11offlclaiTy .:recognize the Women's Athl~e--'--'-~

tio Oonference for this System Whioh will be ~
operated through the office of tne Oommissioner '
of Athletics. Local responsibility for admini­
stration and organization of the Oonference will
rest with the present faculty committee on
athletics.

.-/

on each campus to act as director? In the discussion

that followed it was noted by President Ullsvik,

ville that, "the council should a.gree to have a. women's

athletic conference organized under the Athletic Oom­

missioner and operated by the athletic committee on each

campus whose meIllbership would be increased to include

more women." It was the opinion of Dr. Gates, from UW-

La Orosse, that the present rnentsconference'was oonsidered

educationally sound and that in order tooont1.nUethat

policy it would be necessary to support a#omeiilsoon"

ference. In the disoussion which

Presidents passedthefolloi'ting re

women's athletic conference:

The development of an athletic conference for college

women in Wisconsin was indeed a very important step in

formulating extensive athletic programs for women. The

approval of the Oouncil of Presidents indioated that most

educators felt that athletic competition for women was

an accepted part of stUdent life.
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The Oouncil did advooate the athletic conference for

women, but several of the Presidents brought up points

for further disQllssion. Some of these comments included

the following: President Oarter from UW-Whitewater, sug­

gested that a separate director of women's athletics be

appointed at each of the campuses. This would mean that
___·._·._w·._"_·_.,·,·· __ .__ ·.__ ,,m·_~_,·_,.• .,.__ ,_ _" "',, , ,," "" '

women's athletics would be handled separately from the men's

athletio direotorship responsibilities. Another point which

was brought up by President Meyer of UW-Superior was that

the motion to approve an athletic oonference for women,

no way implied a f'iscal. impact on the university or the

mitment of a faculty position, but only a recognition of

of' the conference. This same sentiment was also/expressed

by the other Presidents.

",



CHAPTER V

THE PRESENT

The year 1.:-9...;..7_1~,_tn__a_r_~~ the_ be,gi~.~n~__.£f_the _!!!!.2pnsin _.

WoDlen.' s In.te~5tQ.~kElS.t~jHL!1th:l:~:1!,k.Jlg.n.t~U:Jm9J~. Thirteen
~';"""''''''~_''"'~''',~o=~,,,,,,,,",,,,,;C.'''';';.~~;c_,:·;,,·,,_<··,~_¥_._" " " " :.:..:.:::::.::, ..: :: .: " ":" ,," , ",' _" ' ~..,.

Wisoonsin oollegeswere charter mem.bers Qfthe oonferenoe •
• , •.:.~ .•~~" ...~-c• .,_"'_..,•• ,_v_.•" •._'~"'~_._~.~.~ .~.4=~';"""""~_"""""'_'~'v.=._~__-="""'''''>·'''''~''~'''''''==-'''''"'''~·-'~'

The following year,'Qnemore schoOljOlnedtha conferen.oe;

and fourteen sohoolt3competed in the various sports SP~:rl"'~'
-'--~.-..".....~"",..__.",,~....._,. "" , "" ."",,-, ..-. .....:..-"""._,.......,..."'"."",.".~,"""~"~""o~o,

sored by the W'WJ:':A.Odurlllg the 1972-73 season.
-'..'-.<--..""'.=.""'~,-""~"'.....,.._.,».=.-'""~'''',ih",,..~,,.,.-•."'=.:.~-.,, ...,"'-C""'"-"'_''''_' .,",."'_,_''''''''''''''....=,,,._'•..,.''''=-',.,..'''''''...,..,.,.~''''''.,.,..''"',..

In the aoademic year 1971-72, the thirteen·member
'~"'~"'-"~'""-*~~~~"'''"-j.

.~~

s cho0 ls pa.rticipa-teqln.·•• : ig_ht",o ~E.-_f_e!:"~~~<!,,,"~<R,~;::jJ • These~

sports were basketball, volleyball, tennis, badminton,

swimming, track and field, gymnastics, and softball.

ch,~!n.'p.~Ofishlp'swarEr.conduotedina!-l ."C9Il+~;r,~B.g~JB~.Q~t.s Wi :t.~ ____
.• '_"""'_'~''"''.''''''"''':>''''"''''~<''"'"'''''''''''';''_';'-"'";'''''_''''''''''''''',.:"",."+"""",,V'~"'_'_""_:_:'.'"";"""'_'''_;«'V-''''/'")"",·.",':"'}i''''''_'''''''_..-''~·''''''''''.,.,;'et'"''",;,>:,j"O"__,·,,,·,~,<·;.,.;.M"'1",_,,,,,.,~· _.I""'.J$,.\:?~:_ '" _ -,' ..• "-...

the~;(:t~It~1Q.n Q_1:""_tJ~t!.tl1_~L,~~cl_"J6~mnaati.c,s.c. The conferenoe

champions in tha.t first year were UW-La Orosse, UW-Madison,

Oarthage Oollege, and UW-Stevens Point. UW-La Crosse

championships in bask~tball, track and field, and

minton (tie); UW-Madison won the volleyball and

championships; Oa.rthage Oollege shared the badminton title

with UW-La Orosse; and UW-Stevens Point won the softball<~

championship.

./
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In 1972-1973. the conference eliminated the softball

program. The remaining sports· that the conference

sored and the number of teams that participated in were

badminton (8), basketball (12), competitive swimm.i!!g (10),

gymnastics (12), tennis (8), track and field (11), and

volleypall (J2). There were no sports in which all four­

teen member schools participated, but basketball, volley.

ball, and gynmastioswere the·most·popular, with twel"e

sohools fielding teams in eaoh of the sports.

There were three schools that participated in a.11

seven sports that were sponsored by the WWIAO and only

three sohools that Q0lD.peted in fewer than four of the t1L1U.UICe

The schools that participated in all of the oonferenoe
f' ..•....•. ""'-'.' .' ..•.. " .- ,•.•-'.,..-~ ..• , .. .- ." '..:'.',...-.-;., ""'''JC'''''"""·'-'~;:~J='''''>M.;.:l'<>t<it'''~~~;W~~'';'''''~\>'>.d''", .."""",;t;,,,,.,,,,,,,,",-".t,.;;"""::t;:;;:eo-;;:O~!."~"""",v.<!.'m""·.",?<~·,;,",·~-,,-,,,,~···.,.,,;,,"":"-~.,:,.,,j,:,",.;;:...~R.:;.:,ii'''':~'..<;,;-'.''''~;;·:·'·';"~""n",'0,;";"''--'''''':'''''''''

sports were UW-La Orosse, UW-Oshkosh,allci,VW~§~~Y§n,~"",;e,Q,1n:t•
••~.~=~",."",__,""""_,.",,,,,,,,,;~.,,,,,,, •..,,.,,,:.,_"__ ""-~"~""<'.,,,,,,,,,.:,._,.,:,,,,,,.,,,,,(>~,,,.;.,!,,.,,,,, .•,,;.",,,.,",,,~.; '"-"'" ..i" .•:.;:,>:i,">'.i,\U:,,~:'i-":"""":'>~:'c'."-'-.',.,.-.·,· ·", ,·;,·".·i·'"::-::'"".···.-",,·,:.. ,':·,.,:'..:- ',.', ..'.-:".:..-; ,,, ,, "''','' '.,',' ."" ",·'0'", .. C","'" .'. ,"

The 1972-73 sports season wasoompletelydomimrt-ed-by

the coeds from OW·La Orosse as they ~OXl. conference ohampion­

ships ill all the sports in which a team champion was deter-

mined.

SUMMARY

~ It is evident that athletics for college women in

the state of Wisconsin have experienoed popularitY'~p,4
ci~":,·,....",j-;"-•• ,, ,·····",··..·"··,::.-··,;,·:,,·,.-',,,-,·.•u,.·,...........-,,·.-c;'te.:.'''',·,..".-.'·;,'',<.-'·_·;.~',' •.~ .•·.-·, .. ,,>,,',.,'_'·'n'.:__ .",'"·,',·J,,·,,··, .. ·""·~·c.·.,>".,;'p,:, .,.'.".",>., ... ,.<""..,."",.-

repression at various times throughout the last seventy
,','..;..', ;:.'..:.;;.:..""';:",'c'.",.<',·.,.:,..-,,.·.·, '::'-"-':-;":.-'.''- "',;,.,,:--.ct,"\,:'--:',:.:.: :.':,.."':.-....'.,.,,, ,:.,.'y:."":";':'~>;I''-'"'' ::.'. ". ":':."". ";;.'. ... 'N~·:·Vl"'''·'',,·,,''<~·~:~,·t'·,:C~'¢;f<;f«i<~',.''-'. .,.,

.l,(3,.B:.r,,;~t!! In the .!92? ~.s.~_~~~~~~~:.~" ..~::E.: ...!=~:,~~ ..~.~.~.~.:~: 'witht:f:"

the women students and the general pUblio, but iIl. the,...I.S?2"Q..~J~.,e£

there was a decl~J:l~t J:l1J.r;L,~Q_.P9Qr.9Ql:tgh:1.p,gJ!I~~.~J:1.?..~.f3,.B:nd ne- /.
-->."O.~»,.'"'.". ..".~,,_.:,',~~,,"..N',"'.'.,..r"".~."'!.,'."" ...'"""~'''...:'~:C ·"v" ,'.' ",,--" "



'.
would lose their feminine im~~e if they engaged in a highly

""","

evidence indicates .thatp~~~~~!p,~~;.Ql:lin this area.

in most athletio events by healthy, normal women1:l:J.c_E:~~

harmful. (5 ).

peting in a thletics • ~~e,~ph~,~.!.~~1__+s [Y.~.J~!~§~<,'b.eJl::rl

r~sQJ.V'~d1ih.:rou/?;h. extensive medioal research. completed

----

years in regard to these two issues involving women oom-

competitive athletic program. (15)

There has been oonsiderable disoussion over

They also felt that young women who oompeted in sports
-~~~,.,..'<..,-."~--,~-,.,"",.~-_.,.,",..".,~.,...."",'~'''"~.-.'''"''.'''''...'" .......,---.,..'"'....",.,.,'~.,_._~-~-'-.,."", .."'-,.",....-~._.." ..."".".,.,,,.,,."""'.....,.,,,,..,,.,,",,,,""'~'~'"

women 1.~~J:1e o:~~f:1gr~ ..,p~r..t ...o.f.,.,J..1,£e.,-1n-·'.eu-p-.-,s0'f),;1;e.~;yz.. In the

past , s.9.!!!!...c,?_~!~g.~~~~.t~.~,~_,=~~~~.~_~E~~P~~~,.~!~.J!1~~!',~Q~±~~J.~].c

a thletio .. oompe..t.1.tLan.c.....t'.~.r ..llQ.m~n; .....h~.Ql:t'"§~ .. tb~;y:'bel1ey.ed.tb.~ ~~ •. I

was a physioTog1J~al stralnplaoed on the femalea-th·le-te-sl-..--------.---

have acoepted the faotthat a thlet1Q_Q.OIDPJ3.ti:t1.on_",amoJ!g
,. _.•", ...., • .'..c .."_. __.,, w ..... ,. ,., .......".,..,.,'".• ~.~.•'.~,;.,.;_.;.,.~ ..;..,".=_..,.".:.__:":.:.,, ~._", ......." '. ..__,,'....>',_, ...N,-->"·.'-----...,.,-·,·.,,·:·,· .. ...,-.......-...-- ."" ..-. •

teams.. o.u.. tside._ o.L1ihe school. The extramural program be-
" ',,' ..... "..".,_.".,.'~.. ",.,.~"., ..'."'"'.~__,",;'<",_...._..,, ._ .•..~. ~-.-' ·.~·.·_·,···,· __ ·,_·".-·_==_.,...".""~"~'"'·,T'",-_-·"'"" ..~ ...." ~-........~ ..:....-.._.--".-~'

oame an outgrowth oflntramurals and was the onlyoompeti-
_.__, -<_~ ~-...."'~.w.....-"""""""~~.• _,'-·;..~""..._....~t"=,.,...;,;"_.";...;.·,.,"·,,.~·;...,:,";,,,·,i,,;,;._ ..:·,·o,:,~"_;.;,·.;i< ..''-j;,:.,..""~",,....,,_";._;,·, ._.,-,<',.,,_:,'·c_ ...~-.~;."" ...,,,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,.;.-.-,.~:,,,,-,,,,",,,,~,~.,,,,,.,

~!o~ ~ll~wed _l!Qme}:!~!:.*!!K_,:th~--12~"Q.~~,!lt-~~.(l,t2,5Q.,~.!2 • !n the

1970.' S.. t .. oompetltloXl>fo:r oollege womeXl again experienced a
",~,.,_.~,~--,_...._'.'.........~"•."'~-=...u:~·i=,·= ..._..;"""""'''''''.",."'''q_.;;;,.'''''=,~ .....''''='''''''',,:·,,·'''·,'c:.,,, ...~"i_;."'_"......,'""' ..;..,.•'_."',.,'_',.,'".:,~".} ..,..". """.,.;,.",'._,"""..'."

ment, which did not permit collegewom~n...]Q.Qom12J~ ..:t.e_.lfith..~.. ·
r'--~--~",--~. .;....__O""_"""""'__~__"~"'."""_"""_~'"_~"''''''''_''''''''''''''''''',,,~v_,,,,,,,,,,",,,,,,,,,,=~,,,,,"~.'~""-'''''''''''"''"'"_··'·_·''''=''~'-"''"''r""~_""'""""W''''''''''''_'~'':_"''''_;''''_'_W"",-

renewed int erestwhen ext en.aiY..a..,a...t-b.J..e-t1.Q..--p.;p.og.~,a.m.s.,..w.e.r~...
•. " •.----._ - ••--,<-.-,.. ----_._-~--~_._-""~_... . . ...----,_..,,~ ". .,,;

~.!J~J!;~~Jb~ for oollege women a.ttending wisconsin's

and universities.

:i'by_s1Q~~ eduoators, as well as the generalpublio,
'''''''''''''~=~_''''._ ...~""....~""'''....;_~ •.",.,..,..==»..~_."".." .., ...,,'''.,'''"',:~='''''",~=:~.'''.= _.' ...>i·:"·..·,~_',·~"··,"""=""="'"'_"',,..·_~'."CO.,,·,•. ._·.

glect of the athletes. This led the intramural move-
,-'~-'- --_._._._-~.
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Fortunately, these issues have been

( ..._...:.._~._-
OONCLUSION

Another issue which has affected women's athletics

has been society's viewef the Itfemine image." In the

past,socletyhastended to restrict girls from com-

peting in sportsbec$.use competition was not considered

within the femine role. This feeling has been, in part,

altel'edas YOlUlgWomen take on mo~otlve roles 1n sports.

To be a woman athlete is now moreSOC~lY aoceptable than
-c---r----.'c~.,,~.=='__, ~='--.~:"'.,~-_

,,~~., 0 ~",_!~~_=~~i:§"~!~E!~w=!!!?::LQ.!i",haY:e",•••;(a"Q~,g",.,m~"!!",,2,!,~!-'~~~~
years ",,1n. regard t 0 COID.P,~,t.*t1.:v:,e",a:thletJ:.ps are now facing

e._ ' .., "',•.. - .••".,••",.",.,"'"."-,.•,,,.,....,,-' .......! ..•'.,.,.·,... ,.. >;."_di,'~_·"·':'-·_ ".,," _ •• -,. " ",', ".,•. ~ _.... ' ' .. "" " ,,, .. -.,~,. ,"' , •..,."-,--.,., •._,.,~•..•~"',,..::.w,:,._'"" __ "',',,.,~.,,.,.,,p,, ..•,"",",-,",...""""",~.".",,.>

no longer hindering women's athletios. At present there

is enthusiasm and increased opportunity for women to

pete in interoollegia.te athletic T\,..,.,no,..oml:l

women administrators as women become more involved in ex-
.... ' ...;;K~.•";c.".,.-' •... '~'-'~"'_""¥"-'N";' _.., .... ." - -, ." "~",_,_,..•..,."","";""".'"."",,c:.

tensive athletic programs at the collegiate level.

o! the problems which are confron~ing women physical

tors in reference to an athletic program include: Budget~,

ing , Eligibility Rules, Athletic~<::hQ,~g.,r,§,b1J2,.a.J ..,,,.an,g~,, ..§.y!,:t.~
~-_ .....~.,""."-.w..".~>-.•,."',.;A'~•.;..,~••"'.,,...= ..,,.,.,,.~,~;'""'''''''''".'''''''' ...'>H~''''' .._'..;,.~''"'~..,''';''''·,..,<'''~''''''">'">''"·,·,,·,,<'''"''';\',',.,'""·N''''"'.''7'."'''_·..._·,....,.~~'<''' ..''''~·..,''' ..- __,,';,::'.'-0

for women in sports.

~~Q,lJ,t,§.Qb.ed\lle.~",. (5) Holt these problems are handled will

certainly influence present and future athletic programs



Betty McCue, Chairman of the Department ofPhY~,!9!!,f
...,.._~M_~------::::"_"""'>;"'""~;,.,,.z,f.....>m-=_,,,,,,,,,,",_.,_.,,.,,,-._~,,,-,,~~""'~1"'''''F~'w~"""0;.~·;'''''.'''!'O·'''<'·'·'''''''::'·''''''·'''''''''''''·<''.''''":''':-''''-'-'0,--'-''''-''.''''''''''''''"'.,,','·::·,i:"·i:,'~:,·,-,.,,".':'·· ",,:;,.::-.:""""~"""~"':"""'>:""""'-""

that policy,organizJJ.tlon, and administration of the pro­

gram should be the responsibility of the d~partme~t of

physical educatipn for women. (15)

Education for W'ornenatDukeUniversltyin 1971 had the
.. :,,,_,' :':" _"', ~"_-""''"'';'",.':"",~""",.",,,,,_:,,~:c,"',w.~_Wl;,,,,,,; ..,,,,,><~};ihV ;"i~""",.":",".c,·";,;:·,- .."·-.·:..·,,,,,,,_,,,,,,·.,,,w,,,,Y"'"""'_'""'"J",>"·~",,,·.:,;,~:,.,,~·.,..,.w'r,~.i.,::.::,:""i:-'_c· ,·;c;..:·n,:,:,.'.,,'i""'~·:~'~h"·'A·:·0'

followingopinionregarq.ing the administration of inter-

oollegiate athletic programs for women.

There 1snoacIrKin!strati"epattern tcf fOllo!
in intercollegiate spo~--~~,~R~mbJa~~;~li
(~lrifr:e:~Q:f"~·tIii:i'rnret~ro~'progrant'hasibeenalmo s~
-iionex:rs~Ewr'i[rr"'rec'er:r'G'l~;''''''''r-e"",,.:t's''oDvrous,..c,

"noweve'rt"'rf1~k'thrt"n'e'~"prCrg~am••• that ••.. womensh~uJ.d

~ii~~i$~:,,~~&~~~~-
theinterestandiunderstand1ng .·of thepe.l:'son
who is head of' the administrative unit. whether
th1~lpe.l:'s()lll::>f!E1IJla.nora woman. (15)

Intercollegiate athletics are belngdeslgned for

highly skilled athlete who is well-coached and

play in a series of scheduled gameswithteanis Of similar

skill. With this new development it is~~~r~a~~~~!

in.t.rtlIJl~~al.pr<2J~!:!mf:!... =~~!""~9~~~",~,~-tt"';~'~'~~w~-~£,~~~~~;,~*¥~:~"~~,! _It_==-===-~

is recomtnendedby the leaders in womell's sports that .1n:t~,t.""

oollegiate varsity prOS.l:'ams be an extension of existing

extramural program~. (15)

1 The Division of Girls and Women's Sports recommends

that athletic p.l:'og,ram.s should be designed for women" ..~ and,;..r
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Decisions about the administration of intercollegiate

This has Deen a.nacc::oUnt of the development of intercol­

legiate athletics for women in the state of Wisconsin.

How the problems, issues and challenges of interoollegiate

competition for women will be resolved in the future re­

mains to be recorded.

""","

(If
(,

athletics for women will. affect programs for yearstocQIl1~"
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DEFINITION OF TERMS

OOMPETIT!ON - Oontests between individuals or teams to
determine the winner ina sports event
oroontest.

OONFERENOE -A league in which school or club teams join,
r~QQrcl$ are kept; and games are scheduled
well.111 advance of the actual date.

EXTRAMUR.AL -An outgrowth o:t.theintramural program, in
whlbh intramural teams fromonesch.oolcom­
peteagainst intramuralteams from·.· ano ther
school.

INTEROOLLEGIATE OOMPETITION - Events or contests that take
place between two or more schools at tlle
college level. Oontests are scheduled well
in advance of the playing date.

INTRAMURAL - A.program that provides a wide variety
act1vities for all students. All competi­
t10n takes place within the walls of the
institution.

NORMAL SOHOOLS~;;~-Two~-JTea:r collages establlshedinth~e-state

of Wisconsin for the prip1ary purpose of ,pre­
paring teachers. Ten suoh schools were es­
tablished during the period from 1866-1916.

PLAY DAYS - A type of event in which several schools, <flUbs.
or organizations within commuting di
mee,t on a friendly basis, for play, with em­
phasisupon play with not against. Students
frolIl,ea..ohot the schools form the various
teams. Emphasis is on participation, not
winning. (Weston, p. 280)

SPORTS DAY - An event in which two or more teams from area
schools participate in various sports. Teams
from one school compete against each other,
but the emphasis is still on participation,
not winning.



WlUAO 1971-1972 member sohools listed will be oompeting

the following actIvities as oonferencesports.

Stevens Point ,Madison

River Falls

Badminton
Basketball
Comp. Swim
Field Hookey
Gymnastics
Softball
Tennis
Volleyball ,
Track'&'Field

Oshkosh

Basketball
Oomp. Swim '.
Field Hockey
Gymnastics
Softball.
Volleyball
Track & Field

Superior

Badminton
Basketball
Gymnastios
Volleyball

Eau Claire

Badminton
Basketball
Comp. Swim
Gymnastics
Volleyball
Traok & Field

Carthage

Badminton
Basketball
Gymnastios
Softball
Tennis
Volleyball
Traok & Field

Parks!de

Gymnastics
Tennis
Track & Field

Flatteville

Badminton
Basketball
Gymnastics
Volleyball
Track & Field

Whitewater

Badminton
Basketball
9q;l1lP ,. Swim
Ffeldijpckey
Gymna.stios
Softball
Volleyball

Basketball
Comp. Swim
Gymnastics
Softball
Tennis
Volleyball
Track & Field

La Crosse

Badminton
Basketball
Camp .S'iitn
Field Hockey
GYmnastios
Softball
Tennis
Volleyball
Track & Field

Stout

Badminton
Basketball
Comp. Swim
Field Jtoc:key
Gymnastics
Softball
Tennis
Volleyball
Track & Field

Basketball
Camp. Swim
Gymnastios
Softball
Volleyball
Track & Field

U of Wiso.
_(Milwaukee)

Badminton
Basketball
Gymnastics
Softball
Volleyball



WWIAO SPOt:tTS 1972-73 (14 Member Schools)

...--

Volle.ybalJ; (12)
. Oa.rthage ..

Stevens~';Po'i'" +. !

River Fall,s
Oshkosh .
Whitewa.ter
stout
Superior
Bau Olaire

·UW-Milwaukee

Tennis (8)
Carthage
Stevens Point
Oshkosh
Whitewater
Parkside
La Crosse

*River Falls
*UW-Milwaukee

Track & Field (11)
Oarthage .
StevensPo:1.nt
River Falls
Oshkosh
Whitewater ...\c#

stou.t
l?arkside
EauOlaire
Platteville
La Oro sse
Madison

Oompetitive Swim (10)
River Falls
StevenEf··Po:tnt
Oshkosh
Whitewater
Stout
La Crosse
Madison
Eau Olaire

*UW-Milwaukee
*Parkside

Badminton (8)
La Crosse
Oarthage
Oshkosh
Superior
Eau Olaire
UW-Milwaukee
Platteville
Madison

Basketba.ll (12)
Carthage
Stevens Point
.R1ver Falls
OShkosh
Whitewater
Stout
Superior
Eau Claire
UW-Milwaukee
Platteville
Madison
La Crosse

G;ymnastics (12)
Oarroll
Oshkosh
Whitewater
Stout
Parkside
Superior
Eau Claire
UW-MilwaUkee
Platteville
La Orosse
Madison
Stevens Point

* New Schools, first year in this sport.



WWIAO OHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS

'.

1972-73

i

No Team Ohampion

Not a Oonference Sport

1-UW-La Orosse
2-m'l-Madison
3-UW-OShkosh~:~ _
4-UW-Eau Olaire

1-UW-La Orosse
2-UW-Oshkosh
3-UW-Eau Olaire
4-Carthage Oollege

1-UW-La Orosse
2-UW-Madison
3-0arthage Oollege

1-UW-La Orosse
2-UW-Whitewater

ITie) UW-Oshkosh
Tie)UW-Parkside
Tie) UW-Stevens Point

1-UW-La Orosse
2-

1971 ..72

TRACK AND 1-UW-LaCrosse *1-
FIELD 2-UW-Oshkosh 2-

3-UW~Platteville 3-
4-UW-StevensPoint 4-

BASKETBALL 1-UW-La Orosse
2-UW-Eau Olaire
3-UW-Whitewater
4-UW-Oshkosh

VOLLEYBALL 1-UW-Madison
2-UW-La Orosse
3-UW-Superior

TENNIS No Tournament

BADMINTON 1~ (Tie) UW..La Orosse
'(Tie) Cartha.ge

College

SWIMMING 1-UW-Madison
2..UW..Oshkosh

.. --3....·UW-""-La,c-Orosse
4-UW-Stevens Point

GY1~ASTIOS No Tea.mOhampion

SOFTBALL 1-UW-Stevens Point
2-UW-La Crosse
3-UW-Oshkosh
4-Carthage Oollege

*Results not available at time of writing.
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