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morn THE EDITORS 

I ' d  like t o  use this ed i tor ia l  space t o  introduce myself--Susan Searing, new 
Librarian-at-Large fo r  Women's Studies. Linda Parker, as  you probably know, 
has joined the s t a f f  of the  University of Michigan Library a s  Head of  the 
Reference Department i n  the Graduate Library. For s i x  years a f t e r  earning 
my MLS I worked i n  the Reference Department of S te r l ing  Memorial Library a t  
Yale. S te r l ing  Library is  the central  l i b r a ry  on the Yale campus, serving 
schoiars i n  the  humanities and most branches of the social  sciences. In 
addit ion t o  the typical dut ies  of a reference 11 brarian --assist ing researchers,  
leading bibliographic inst ruct ion sessions,  answering letters and telephone 
inqui r ies ,  and compiling b i  bl i ographies-I supervised the operations of the 
current  periodicals room f o r  f i v e  years and ran the inter1 ibrary loan service  
for  a year. My pre-professional work experience included posit ions i n  the 
Universi t y  of Michigan Engineering-Transportation L i  brary, the 1 i brary of the 
S ta t e  University of New York a t  Binghamton, and the Lockport (NY) Public 
L i  brary chi 1 dren ' s room. 

My involvement i n  the women's movement dates back t o  a consciousness-raising 
group i n  1973, and a f t e r  moving t o  N e w  Haven i n  1976 I soon became involved 

. i n  comnuni t y  women's projects,  including serving a s  volunteer l i b r a r i an  a t  
the local  women's center. I t  was awhile, however, before 1 was ab le  t o  
in tegra te  my growing interest in  feminist scholarship with my da i ly  work a s  
an academic l ib ra r ian .  My first on-the-job project  i n  the f i e l d  of nomen's 
s tud ies  was compiling an annotated guide t o  reference works about women, as  
pa r t  of a 1 i brary pamphlet series. That widely d i s t r ibu ted  b ib l  iography 
ident i f ied  me a s  the fr iendly feminist a t  the reference desk. I t  was a role 
I was happy t o  assume, f o r  i t  increased my opportunit ies t o  confer w i t h  
women's s tudies  researchers and t o  famil iar ize  myself w i t h  the rapidly expanding 
body of  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  the f i e l d .  

The Yale Women's Studies Program grew s ign i f ican t ly  in  the l a s t  two years. An 
undergraduate major was approved, and a substaqtial  currtculum development 
grant was awarded by the National Endoment f o r  the Humanities. The center- 
piece of the NEH grant  was a Faculty Development Seminar, i n  which I 
part icipated.  The members found the weekly meetings so st imulating t h a t  they 
still meet, choose readings, and discuss them; 1'11 miss being par t  of that .  
I f  there a re  s imilar  seminars on the UW campuses, o f f i c i a l  o r  informal, I ' d  
welcome a chance t o  s i t  i n  o r  contribute a s  a resource person. 

Also under the grant,  a number of new courses were offered i n  l981/82. I 
taught a junior-1 eve1 course t i t l e d  "Interdiscipl inary Research: Women's 
Studies. " The seminar focused on l i  brary resources, including primary materials,  
t h a t  can be used in  the study of women. The students examined both new and 
t rad i t iona l  sources and were required t o  compile a lengthy annotated b i b l  io- 
graphy and a c r i t i q u e  of the l i t e r a t u r e  on a topic  of their choosing. I ' d  be 
glad t o  share my syllabus w i t h  bibliographic inst ruct ion l ib ra r ians  and women's 
studies facu l ty ,  and t o  discuss its u t i l i t y  a s  a mdel fo r  future  courses. I 
a l so  envision transforming cer ta in  sections in to  specialized bibliographic 
ins t ruc t ion  workshops. 
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Beyond the i v i e d  wal ls o f  Yale, I found fu r the r  opportunit ies t o  combine 
professional in te res ts  w i th  femin is t  p o l i t i c s .  I n  1980 I helped plan a con- 
ference on women i n  l ibrar ianship,  which was held a t  Rutgers j u s t  before the 
annual American L ibrary  Association meeting i n  New York City. I 've j u s t  
f in ished a two-year term on the Steering Committee o f  ALA's Feminist Task 
Force, and I 'm continuing as co-coordinator o f  a Discussion Group on Women's 
Materials and Women L ibrary  Users. The ALA Publishing Comnittee recent ly 
awarded $1,000 from the Carneqie Reading L i s t  Fund f o r  the compilat ion o f  a 
booklet-length bibl iography on the legal  status o f  American Women. I was the 
pr inc ipa l  author o f  the grant proposal and w i l l  be serving as p ro jec t  coordinator, 
a1 though a number o f  people w i l l  be sharing the work. 

A t  the l a t e s t  conference o f  the National Women's Studies Association, I 
moderated a panel, sponsored by the L ibrar ian 's  Task Force, t i t l e d  "The L ibrary  
Link: Access t o  Resources f o r  Research on Women." I ' m  a lso an ac t i ve  member 
o f  a nat ional  network o f  l i b ra r i ans  and scholars who are planning the creat ion 
of an onl ine b ib l iographic  database i n  women's studies. Watch Feminist 
Col lect ions f o r  news o f  our progress. 

F ina l ly ,  I am a t  work on a book, Introduct ion t o  L i b r a w  Research i n  Women's 
Studies, which w i l l  be published by Westview Press. A l i b r a r y  guide i n  the 

, c lass ic  mold, aimed a t  upper-1 eve1 undergraduates, i t  combines prac t i ca l  
information about l i b r a r y  organization w i th  an annotated, t o p i c a l l y  arranged 
b i  b l  iography of reference works. 

This should g ive you a sense o f  my background and current interests.  Perhaps 
I should a lso mention my f avo r i t e  pastimes--camping, cooking, weaving, and 
explor ing Wisconsin, my new home. I n  fu tu re  issues o f  t h i s  newsletter, 1'11 
be sharing my thoughts on the d i rec t i on  o f  the Of f i ce  o f  the Women's Studies 
Librarian-at-Large; i n  the meantime, I welcome your suggestions and feedback on 
our ex i s t i ng  services and publications. 

-- S.S. 

PUBLISHING \ 

KITCHEN TABLE: WOMEN OF COLOR PRESS 

I n  my repor t  on the second nat ional  Women i n  P r i n t  Conference (see Feminist 
Col lect ions Winter 1982, pp.3-S), I mentioned the creat ion o f  a new press 
ca l led  Kitchen Table: Women o f  Color Press. I n  the year since i t s  founding, 
the Press has been featured i n  many femin is t  publications; i t  i s  c l e a r l y  a 
development o f  great importance f o r  the women's movement i n  general and f o r  
femin is t  publ ishing i n  par t i cu la r .  We are rep r i n t i ng  below a l e t t e r  f r o m  the 
women o f  Kitchen Table which out l ines current news and fu ture plans o f  the 
Press. The l e t t e r  o r i g i n a l l y  appeared i n  Third Woman ( v .  1, no.2, 1982). 

-- C.L. 
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Dear Third Woman: 

We are w r i t i n g  to  ask your support i n  bu i ld ing an i n s t i t u t i o n  tha t  we fee l  
w i l l  make a di f ference i n  a l l  of our l i ves .  

As you may already know, Kitchen Table: Women o f  Color Press was founded i n  
September, 1981 and i s  the f i r s t  publ isher i n  North America w i th  a commitment 
t o  publ i sh ing  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  the work o f  Third World Women. Our dream i s  t o  
be an independent communication network f o r  women of co lor  g lobal ly .  We are 
committed t o  i den t i f y i ng  new wr i ters ;  publ ish ing new t i t l e s  ; d i s t r i b u t i n g  
books by women o f  co lor  from other publishers; doing t rans la t ion  o f  works by 
Thi rd World Women; and creat ing the most e f f ec t i ve  means o f  ge t t ing  books 
i n t o  the hands o f  women o f  co lor  everywhere. 

The support we have already received from women a l l  over the country has been 
extremely g r a t i f y i n g  and has made i t  possible f o r  us t o  carry  out  our work 
up u n t i l  now. I n  the l a s t  few months we have found an o f f i c e  space; expanded 
our co l  lec t i ve ;  par t i c ipa ted  i n  several book f a i r s  including the F i r s t  I n t e r -  
nat ional  Book Fa i r  o f  Radical Black and Third World Books i n  London: and are 
already d i s t r i b u t i n g  a number o f  t i t l e s  including I n  the City o f  ~ o n t r a d l c t i o n s  
(Chiang), The Cancer Journals (Lorde), This Bridee Called My Back (Moraga & 
Anzaldua) , and But Some o f  Us Are Brave: Black Women's Studies (Hull ,  Scott, 

.& Smith). We have also been successful i n  applying f o r  and receiv ing several 
smal l  grants. 

We plan t o  publ ish our f i r s t  t i t l e  by the endrof 1982. To accomplish t h i s  
goal we need your help. We hope you w i l l  cont r ibute whatever you can t o  help 
us make the dream real .  You may support us i n  a var ie ty  o f  ways--spreading 
the word and pub l i c iz ing  the Press, o f f e r i ng  technical assistance, passing t h i s  
l e t t e r  on t o  a f r iend, donations and also low o r  no i n te res t  loans. Checks 
may be made payable t o  the Working Women's I n s t i t u t e  and contr ibut ions are 
tax deductible. 

We thank you i n  advance f o r  your generosity, f o r  enabling the f i r s t  nat ional  
and in ternat ional  Thi rd  World Women's i n s t f t u t i o n  t o  grow. 

I n  Continuance, 

Sonia Alvarez, Myrna Bain, Fay Chiang, Ha t t i e  Gossett, Audre Lorde, Cherrie 
Moraga, Mariana Romo-Camna, Barbara Smith. The Women o f  Kitchen Table Press, 
Box 592, Van Brunt Station, Brooklyn, New York 11215. 

NEW ENGLAND FREE PRESS FOLDS 

The New England Free Press was f o r  over ten years a major independent publisher 
of rad ica l  pamphlets. Though i t  was not  so le ly  devoted t o  femin is t  publishing, 
women's topics were among t h e i r  strongest commitments. The Press was responsible 
f o r  making avai lable a t  very low cost c lass ic  pamphlets l i k e  Barbara Ehrenreich 
and Deirdre Engl ish's "Witches, Midwives and Nurses: A History o f  Women Healers" 
and "Complaints and Disorders: The Sexual P o l i t i c s  o f  Sickness"; "Women i n  
American Society: An H is to r ica l  Contribution" by Ann D. Gordon, e t  a1 . ; and 
Angela Davis's "The Black Woman's Role i n  the Comnunity o f  Slaves." ( informat ion 
from Feminist Bookstores Newsletter v.6, no.1, 1982, p.20) 

Page Five 



PRINT 
FIRST MIDWEST REGIONAL WOMEN IN PRINT CONFERENCE, WOODSTOCK, ILLINOIS, 
SEPTtMBtR 10- 12, 1982 

When women-in-print -ers from across the country 
met in Washington, D.C. ,  i n  October of 1981, 
they found the gathering so productive that 
they decided regional conferences should be 
planned for 1982, and another national conference 
in 1983.1 Hopes for a rnidwest regional con- 
ference were realized this past September when 
approximately 75 women met a t  the Pleasant 
Valley Farm in Woodstock, Illinois, to continue 
discussions initiated the year before. 
Represented were a t  least ten bookstores, five 
publishers, five printers, eight periodicals, 
and one archive. 

Conference organization was similar to that a t  
the national gathering: general meetings 

a1 ternated w i t h  small group meetings of bookstore workers, printers/publ i shers , 
and periodicals staff. Seminar t,ppics (for the whole group) included: 
Pornography, Sex and Feminism; Jewish Women's Literature; Meeting the Needs of 
Women of Color i n  Our Books, Journals, and Bookstores; Political and Emotional 
Survival i n  the Increasingly Conservative 80s; Mai 1 Order; Disabi 1 i ty Issues; 
P r i n t i n g  Methods; and Financial Survival. Many of the issues under discussion 
were similar t o  those which surfaced the year before i n  Washington, b u t  progress 
i n  the discussion and increased strength in the network were evident. 

Since the national conference: bookmarks supporting women-control 1 ed printers, 
typesetters, binders, bookstores, periodicals and publ ishers are o u t  and 
being distributed by feminist bookstores; the U.S. Union 
Lesbian Pub1 ishers has formed and publ ished one issue of 
Alliance of Lesbi n and Feminist Printers has come o u t  3 Hers News-Let-Her and has chosen a logo for reproduction of p r i n t  p r o d u c w  
women; bookstores have utilized strategies proposed a t  the national conference 
t o  increase the visibility of books by and about women w i t h  1 imi ted access t o  
p r i n t  (women of color; Jewish women; disabled women) and of books from the 
small presses i n  general; printers have organized t o  educate women-in-print-ers, 
feminists and the general public about their struggle t o  survive--and the 
importance of their survival. 4 

If one were t o  t r y  t o  p i n p o i n t  the central theme of the conference, i t  would 
probably be education. There was much discussion of how conglomerate publishing 
1 i n  the 1980s IS  socializing the book-buying public into "judging books by their 

covers" (and, unconsciously, by their ad campaigns), leading bookstores t o  
expect slick, ready-made displays and standard-size books, and threatening 
the continued survival of small press publ i shers and independent booksel 1 ers . 
Page S i x  



It was general ly agreed tha t  there i s  much work t o  be done t o  educate book- 
buyers t o  the value o f  the world o f  a l te rna t ive  publishing. A statement t o  
t h i s  e f fec t ,  col  labora t i ve ly  w r i t t e n  by conference part ic ipants,  w i  11 
avai lab le f o r  display i n  bookstores.5 

Women l e f t  the gathering w i th  plans already i n  the works f o r  the next 
conference, and w i th  increased confidence tha t  the discussion w i  11 go 

soon by 

m i  dwes t 
on. 

-- Cathy Loeb & 
Linda Shul t 

NOTES - 
1. For a repor t  on the national conference, see FC v.3, no.2, Winter 1982, 
pp.3-5; o f f  our backs v.XI, no.11, December 1981Tpp.2-3, 10-11, 27. 

2. Contact The Naiad Press, P.O. Box 10543, Tallahassee, FL 32302. 

3. Contact Barbara, c/o Iowa City Women's Press, 529 S. G i l  bert, Iowa City, 
IA 55240; $5 covers membership i n  the A1 1 iance and subscr ipt ion t o  the 
news1 e t te r .  

4. A statement on "The I n v i s i b l e  Lesbian/Feminist Pr inter ' '  i s  avai lab le from 
the Iowa City Women's Press (address above). 

5. For more informat ion on t h i s  statement, contact the Jane Addams Bookstore: 
Fine A r t s  Building, 410 South Michigan ~ve . ,  2nd Floor, Chicago, I L  60605; 
phone (312) 663-1885. 

THIRD WORLD WOMEN'S ARCHIVES 

The Thi rd World Women's Archives were founded i n  October o f  1981 and introduced 
a t  the second nat ional  Women i n  P r i n t  Conference. Reprinted below are excerpts 
from the Thi rd World Women's Archives Newsletter no.1 (September 1982), which 
describe 'the current status o f  t h i s  exc i t ing  archiv ing project. 

Dear Friends, 

I n  the ten months since the Thi rd World Women's Archives were founded i n  New 
Haven, Connecticut, we have received dozens o f  l e t t e r s  i nqu i r i ng  as t o  the 
nature and scope o f  our co l lect ion,  and o f  our comnunity/pol i t ical work. We 
have heard from women from a l l  over the U.S. and from the Third World and 
Western Europe (e.g. India, New Zealand, Peru, Chile, England, B raz i l  ). 
Through t h i s  newsletter we hope t o  update those o f  you who have expressed 
i n t e r e s t  and/or provided support f o r  our f l edg l i ng  organi tat ion. 
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The Archives Collection. The T h i r d  World Women's Archives i s  a non-circulating 
1 i brary/resource center of diverse, mu1 ti-cul tural , and mu1 ti-1 ingual materials 
by, for, and about T h i r d  World women in the U.S. and abroad. A t  present, we 
have approximately 4,000 books and periodicals, a sizeable vertical f i l e  col- 
1 ection of reprints, newsletters, clippings, and flyers, a women's, gay, and 
T h i r d  Worl d l  1 e f t  newspaper coll ection, and a (very) small col lection of personal 
papers, photographs, posters, artwork, etc. 

We have over 800 books and journals specifically about/by Third World women. 
Of special interest i s  our collection on Latin American women, much of which 
consists of materials rarely available in the U.S. (secured by members of the 
col 1 ective who traveled to Cuba, Puerto Rico, Nicaragua, Mexico, Brazil ) . We 
also have an extensive feminist and lesbian/sexuality collection as well as 
numerous books and journal s deal ing  w i t h  ' general ' T h i r d  World anthropol ogyl 
archeology, history, economics, and politics. In addition we have a number 
of children's books in English and Spanish and hope to obtain more. 

A partial 1 i s t  of the Archives' holdings i s  being prepared by a group of New 
Haven women and will be available a t  cost from the Archives later this year. 
A t  the momegt, we have ready two 1 i s t s  of holdings on specific topics: 1) the 
women ' s movement i n  Brazil (books, art icles,  journals, taped interviews--much 

.of the material in Portuguese); and, 2 )  women i n  Nicaragua (English/Spanish). 
Please write to us i f  you are interested i n  obtaining copies (SASE--406--and 
$1.50 for Brazilian bibl io or 9.75 for Nicaraguan bibl io).  

Using the Third World Women's Archives. Many people have written asking us to 
research specific subjects or to provfde information on particular women, 
events, organizations, geographic areas, etc. A t  present, we regret that we 
have neither the staff nor the kind of cataloguing system which would enable 
us to research specific questions for individuals or groups. 

In the future we hope to publish bibliographies and catalogues of our holdings 
--but  for now, fol ks should try to come t~ use the Archives themselves. 
Would-be visitors should write to us a t  our nw P.O. address to make an 
appointment to come to the Archives, l ist ing preferred dates and times 
(address and phone no. i f  in N Y C ) .  We'll get back to you as to the best time 
for us (this i s  a private home, too.). 

Donations/Volunteer Work. We s t i l l  very much need your donations : 1) books, 
journal subscriptions, unpublished work by, about, and of interest to Third 
World women; 2 )  office supplies and archival materials (paper, folders, 
archival boxes, etc. ); 3) equipment, such as a typewriter, f i l ing cabinets, 
bookcases, and YES, a Xerox machine that can copy books as well as single sheets 
(there are no copying businesses i n  the inmediate vicinity of the Archives!) ; 
4 )  your time and money.. .Folks are especially encouraged to become a 'Friend of 
the Archives' by donating money on a monthly, quarterly, or yearly basis. 
This would ent i t le  you to receive our newsletter and other special mailings. 
Our funds are practically - nil a t  the moment (especially after this mailing!) 
so all  donations of a l l  types and sizes are particularly welcome. PLEASE MAKE 
CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE THIRD WORLD WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES, INC. 
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Women who would l i k e  t o  donate t h e i r  time and/or special ta len ts  (graphic 
design, typing, t rans lat ing,  fundraising, coord inat ing/ fac i l  i t a t i n g  workshops 
o r  lectures on wr i t ing,  drama, photography, f i l m ,  etc.) t o  the Archives, 
please w r i t e  t o  us. Address your l e t t e r s  "Attent ion : Volunteer Coordinator" . 
As soon as we have a phone, you ' 11 be able t o  c a l l  us as we1 1 . 

Sonia E. Alvarez, Mir tha N. Quintanales, 
Barbara Smith 

Co-founders , Third World Women's 
Archives, P.O. Box 159, Bush 
Terminal Station, Brooklyn, NY 11232 

WOMEN'S HISTORY RESOURCES AT THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN : 
THE ANNE BRADEN PAPERS 

The recent ly  pub1 ished Women's His tory Resources a t  the State H is to r i ca l  
Society o f  ~ i s c o n s i n l  o f f e r s  tan ta l i z i ng  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  research i n  i t s  
descr ip t ion o f  the Society's extensive 1 i brary, arch iva l  , photographic, f i  l m  
and a r t i f a c t  holdings per t inent  t o  the study o f  women i n  American cul ture.  From 
the many co l lec t ions  mentioned i n  t h i s  new publ icat ion, I would l i k e  t o  h i g h l i g h t  
one p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i c h  resource--the papers o f  Anne Braden--with the hope t h a t  

,a focus on one co l l ec t i on  w i l l  encourage research i n  others as we1 1. 

As Chr is t ine  Rongone observed i n  Women's H is to ry  Resources.. . , personal papers 
(as opposed t o  the records o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and governmental bodies) o f ten  lack 
the long perspective over t ime which h is tor ians seek i n  t r y i n g  t o  document 
cont inu i ty  and change. This i s  for tunate ly  no t  the case w i th  the voluminous 
Braden Collection, which spans the years 1928 t o  the mid-1970s. The Col lect ion 
includes the papers o f  Anne, a southern c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t  and j ou rna l i s t ,  
and her l a t e  husband Carl, whose 1 i f e  was also dedicated t o  c i v i l  r i g h t s  and 
c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  struggles. Their papers are  pa r t  o f  the Society's l a rge r  
Social Act ion Collection, a special archive on American Social movements o f  the 
century, the heart  o f  which i s  docwnentatipn on the c i v i l  r i g h t s  and anti-war 
movements o f  the 1960s. \ 

Anne Braden may be f a m i l i a r  t o  readers-- i f  no t  d i r e c t l y  through her w r i t i n g  and 
orsanizino work--because o f  the s i s n i f i c a n t  r o l e  a t t r i bu ted  t o  her by Sara Evans 
in-her book e n t i t l e d  Personal ~ o l i i i c s r  The Roots o f  Women's ~ i b e r a t i o n  i n  the 
C i v i l  Rights Movement and the New LeftL. According t o  Evans (who used several 
co l lec t ions  i n  the Social Action Col lect ion durino the course o f  her own 
research), Braden was "perhaps the most important-adul t white woman t o  young 
southern a c t i v i s t s  throughout the sixt ies1'.3 She was one o f  a handful o f  
rad ica l  white women, including V i rg in ia  Durr , L i l l  i an Smith, and Paul a 
Snell ing, who openly fought r a c i a l  segregation i n  the South during the 1940s 
and 1950s, when there was nei ther  a broad-based c i v i l  r i g h t s  nor a women's 
movement t o  back them up. S t i l l  very much an a c t i v i s t ,  Braden has remained i n  
the South a l l  her l i f e .  

Born i n  L o u i s v i l l e  i n  1924, Anne Gambrel1 McCarty Braden grew up i n  Anniston, 
A1 abama, and subsequently graduated from Rand01 ph-Macon Women's Col 1 ege i n  
Lynchburg, V i rg in ia .  The contradic t ion between the Chr is t ian e th i c  Braden was 

Page Nine 



taught as a child and the racial attitudes of southern society became unbearable 
du r ing  her college years. Wi th  her rejection of the dominant cul ture's 
attitudes on race came a simultaneous rejection of the prevalent view of women 
as we1 1 . 
After graduating from college i n  1945, Braden worked as a journalist, f i r s t  i n  
Alabama and then i n  Louisville, where she met and married newspaper reporter 
Carl Braden, the son of a working-class Louisville family. For over 25 years 
(until Carl's death i n  1975), they shared a comon political vision and for 
many of those years worked together i n  the same organization, the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund (SCEF). Their mutual commitment t o  civil rights 
engulfed their entire 1 ives beginning i n  1954, when--after selling a house to 
a black couple in Louisville--the home was firebombed and both Bradens were 
indicted for sedition. A t  the time, they had two small children, who were sent 
t o  live temporarily w i t h  Anne's parents i n  Alabama. Though the charges against 
Annewere dropped, Carl was convicted and served an eight-month sentence 
before his conviction was reversed. Anne's f i les  on this episode i n  the Braden 
Collection and her book The Wall Between4 provide detailed documentation on the 
case and i t s  aftermath. The Bradens subsequently turned t o  full -time organizing 
for SCEF, w i t h  which they were associated until the early 1970s. A major 
  or ti on of their DaDers at the Societv documents their work as co-directors of 

The Braden Collection i s  one of the most heavily used i n  the Social Action 
Collection because of i t s  documentation on the movements of the 1960s. Rarely, 
however, has i t  been used for research on the Bradens as individuals. Because 
Anne Braden was and i s  a prolific correspondent, the collection offers rich 
perspectives on the l i fe  of a southern woman activist who came of age in the 
decades preceding the b i r t h  of the women's movement as we know i t  today. Few 
single collections w i t h i n  the Social Action Collection provide so much detail 
on the l i fe  of an individual woman activist. (The recently acquired papers 
of Comunist Party organizers Peggy and Eugene Dennis are another notable 
exception.) What i s  particularly remarkable from an historian's p o i n t  of 
view i s  that the Braden Collection documents nbt  only Anne's 40 years as a 
political activist, b u t  her personal l i fe  as well. Indeed the two are hardly 
separate. 

Anne's papers begin w i t h  her college years during World War 11, when she was 
trying t o  make sense of the world beyond the confines and serene beauty of a 
southern women's college. From her f i r s t  journalism jobs, t h r o u g h  her marriage, 
the birth of three children and the death of one, the reader i s  able t o  follow 
her personal/political journey. She writes of domestic and financial details, 
family relationships, physical and verbal attacks on the Bradens for their 
convictions and actions, and always the on-going work for social change in the 
South.  

In writings from the late '50s and early '60s, one finds Anne serving as 
secretary of her local school PTA ( i n  an integrated Louisville neighborhood) 
at about the same time she i s  writing political tracts against the House Un- 
American Activities Committee (HUAC) and working for the release of her husband, 
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imprisoned a second time for refusal t o  testify before the Committee. Also 
included among the family papers i s  the correspondence between Anne and her 
son while he is  away a t  college. In one 17-page let ter ,  she responds in detail 
t o  his reading of Ayn Rand's Atlas Shru ed and comments about the interdepen- 
dent relationship that has susta ---n+P- ne an nourished her marriage t o  his father. 
In a 1968-69 f i l e  on women's 1 iberation, there are letters exchanged w i t h  other 
women i n  SCEF analyzing women's issues i n  the South and the role of women w i t h i n  
the organization. And there i s  her 1964 letter t o  a friend, grappling w i t h  
the one occurrence in her 1 ife for which she can f i n d  no meaning--the death of 
her 11-year-old daughter Anita. 

The Braden Collection i s  accessible t o  researchers through the Archives Reading 
Room on the fourth floor of the Society building. Use of it requires Anne 
Braden's permission, which i s  routinely given researchers who request i t .  Her 
Louisville address can be obtained from the Society's Archives Division. 

-- Sarah Cooper 

[Sarah Cooper i s  an archivist and coordinator of the Social Action Collection 
a t  the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.] 

1.  James P. Danky, et $1. Women's History Resources a t  the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin. 4 t h  ed. Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
982. 

2. Sara Evans. Personal Politics: The Roots of Women's Liberation i n  the 
C i v i l  Rights Movement and the New Left. New York: Vintage Books, 1980. 

3. Evans, p.48. 

4. Anne Braden. The Wall Between. New York: Monthly Review Press, 1958. 

WRITINGS BY WOMEN IN  THE AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL'SOCIETY COLLECTION, UW- 
MILWAUKEE 

In July 1978, the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee took possession of the 
American Geographical Society Collection which contains one of the nation's 
largest collections of travel narratives written by women. These narratives 
are important and underuti 1 i zed resources for the study of women's h i  story 
and women's literature. The purpose of this short notice i s  t o  describe the 
characteristics of the collection and outline i t s  potential value. 

I t  was never the conscious intention of the American Geographical Society (AGS) 
t o  create a cohesive collection of travel narratives written by women. Rather, 
these narratives were acquired dur ing  the course of over 130 years of collecting 
books on such topics as geography, exploration, discovery, and travel . Works 
by women are found scattered throughout the approximately 90,000 monographs i n  
the AGS Collection. I t  i s  impossible t o  give their exact number; a quick 
perusal of  the collection, however, indicates t h a t  there are a t  least several 
hundred such items. 
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O f  t he  var ious types o f  hooks i n  the  c o l l e c t i o n  w r i t t e n  by women, t r a v e l  
na r ra t i ves  ( i nc l ud i ng  publ ished l e t t e r s  and d i a r i e s ]  are by f a r  t he  most 
numerous. Representat ive o f  these are such works as El i zabeth Jus t i ce ' s  

(17461, Mrs. Henry S t i s t ed ' s  Le t t e r s  from the  Bye-Ways o f  
Amel i a  Murray's Le t t e r s  from the Uni ted States, Cuba a n d  Canada 

and Kate Marsden's On Sledge and Horseback t o  Outcast S iber ian Lepers 
(1895). Many books t n  t h i s  category a re  unusual and verge on being c u r i o s i t i e  
E l i z a  Brad ley 's  Authent ic  Nar ra t i ve  o f  t h e  Shipwreck and Suf fer ings o f  Mrs. 
E l i z a  Bradle .. . (1832), Annie Mar t in ' s  Home L i f e  on an Os t r i ch  Farm (1890), a-7+ an Meg e h r t ' s  A Camera Actress i n  the  Wilds o f  Togoland (1915) are some 
examples . 
Most o f  t he  women's t r a v e l  na r ra t i ves  i n  t he  AGS Co l lec t ion  were w r i t t e n  i n  the  
19 th  century, a  t ime when the  technology o f  t r a v e l  improved d ramat i ca l l y  and 
women o f  means and education were ab le  t o  journey t o  the ends o f  the ea r t h  by 
ra i lway ,  steamship, and even b icyc le .  I n  the  1890s, f o r  example, the  energet ic  
American Fanny Bul lock  Workman rode a  b i c y c l e  from one end o f  I n d i a  t o  the  o ther .  
Trave l ing as a r t i s t s ,  missionar ies,  mountain cl imbers, o r  simple t o u r i s t s ,  
these women were i n t e res ted  i n  the  people they met on the  way and i n  the  
customs o f  the  lands through which they passed. I n  pub l i sh ing  t h e i r  observa- 
t i ons ,  many o f  these women made valuable con t r i bu t i ons  t o  our knowledge of  the  
world. Some o f  them provided unique po in ts  o f  view which no male t r ave le r s  

' c o u l d  equal. The f r e e  access which some enjoyed t o  the women's quar ters  I n  
Eastern lands would be, perhaps, t he  most c lea r -cu t  example o f  t h i s .  

A small  bu t  s i a n i f i c a n t  number o f  auidebooks w r i t t e n  bv women can a l so  be - ~ ~ 

found i n  t he  A ~ S  Co l lec t ion .  Examoles are Mariana ~ t a k k e ' s  Travels i n  Eurooe - - . - - - -  .- . r - - - -  - - - - -  - -  
fir the  Use o f  Travelers on t he  con t inen t  ...( l834),  Margaret Carr ington 's  

' 

Ocean t o  Ocean; P a c i f i c  Ra i l road  and Adjo in ing T e r r i  t o r i e s  w i t h  Distances and 
Fares o f  Travel (1869), and Ruth Kedzie Wood's The T o u r i s t ' s  C a l i f o r n i a  (1914). 
Such guidebooks con ta in  a1 1  so r t s  o f  valuable h i s t o r i c a l  i n fo rmat ion  and 
i n t e r e s t i n g  soc ia l  t i d b i t s .  Although t r a v e l  guides as a  genre have i n  recen t  
t imes been the focus o f  occasional studies,  i t  does'nt appear t h a t  anyone has y e t  
undertaken research on guidebooks w r i t t e n  by women. Technical works by women 
such as Janet Tay lo r ' s  Epitome o f  Navigat ion and Naut ical  Astronomy.. .(1851) 
seem t o  have been genera l l y  ignored as we l l .  

Professional  s tud ies  w r i t t e n  by women are  a lso  found i n  the AGS Co l lec t ion .  The 
Co l l ec t i on  conta ins  many books, research repor ts ,  and journa l  a r t i c l e s  by women 
geographers l i k e  E l l e n  Church i l l  Semple, one o f  America's most product ive  and 
well-known scholars du r ing  the  f i r s t  quar ter  o f  t h i s  century. Others, such as 
Mary Somerv i l le  (geographer), Isobe l  Wyl i e  Hutchinson (bo tan is t ) ,  and Louise 
Boyd ( A r c t i c  exp lorer ) ,  a re  a1 so we1 1  represented. The c o l l e c t i o n  i s  espec ia l l y  
r i c h  i n  works by Louise Boyd because she was c l o s e l y  associated w i t h  the  
American Geographical Society. The c o l l e c t i o n  has hundreds o f  her o r i g i n a l  
photographs from A r c t i c  expedit ions, and more than 500 photographs which she 
took on a  motorcar tou r  o f  Poland i n  1934 and l a t e r  publ ished i n  The Po l i sh  
Countryside (1 937). 

The books mentioned i n  t h i s  no t i ce  a re  j u s t  a  sampling o f  those which may be 
o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  researchers on women's h i s t o r y  and women's 1  i tera tu re .  Adding 
considerably t o  t he  c o l l e c t i o n ' s  value f o r  women's studies researchers are  the  
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numerous supportive background mater ia ls found along w i th  the t rave l  narrat ives.  
For example, a student doing research on Isabel la B i rd  B i s h o ~  would have 
avai lab le  not on ly  most o f  her books, but  also the atlases, maps, guidebooks, 
gazetteers, and other t rave l  narrat ives which would have been avai lab le  t o  her 
a t  the time o f  her t rave ls .  To be spec i f ic ,  the AGS Col lect ion overa l l  contains, 
i n  add i t ion  t o  the 90,000 books already mentioned, over 350,000 maps. 5,500 
atlases, 45,000 photographs, 33,000 pamphlets, 90,000 volumes o f  per iodicals,  
and 70 r a r e  and special globes. 

Opportunit ies abound f o r  making use o f  t h i s  r i c h  new Wisconsfn resource. Some 
o f  these might include: 

1. The compilat ion o f  a complete bibl iography l i s t i n g  a l l  t r ave l  
narrat ives i n  the co l l ec t i on  w r i t t en  by women. I n  the ea r l y  1970s 
a p a r t i a l  attempt a t  t h i s  was undertaken and t h i s  foundation s t i l l  
ex i s t s  t o  b u i l d  upon. 
2. Ind iv idual  and general studies o f  women t rave l  wr i ters ,  focusing on 
t h e i r  works and making use o f  the support ive mater ia ls ava i lab le  i n  
the AGS Col lect ion.  
3. Exhib i ts  o f  books and re la ted  materials. These exh ib i t s  could focus 
on women's t r ave l  narrat ives i n  general, on a pa r t i cu la r  region, o r  on 
ind iv idua ls  o r  groups (18th century, Victorian, American, French, etc.) 
of women t rave l  wr i te rs .  
4. The development o f  audiovisual mater ia ls (espec ia l ly  s l ides  o f  
maps and engravings) designed t o  i l l u s t r a t e  lectures and other types 
of presentations on various aspects o f  women's t rave l  h is tory .  
5. The establishment o f  a program t o  reproduce i n  modern ed i t ions  some 
o f  the ra res t  and most i n te res t i ng  t r ave l  accounts by women. 

The AGS Co l lec t ion  o f  the UWM Golda Meir L ib ra ry  i s  open from 8:00 a.m. u n t i l  
5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday, and on Saturday from 8:00 a.m. u n t i l  12:OO 
noon. For more informat ion c a l l  (414) 963-6282 and ask f o r  Howard Del ler .  
AGS Col lect ion l i t e r a t u r e  analyst. 

-- Howard Del ler  

NEWS mom uw -EAU CLAIRE 
Women's Studies a t  UW-Eau Cla i re  has experienced both advances and set-backs 
i n  recent times. The Women's Studies Coordinator pos i t ion  (a quarter-time 
appointment) i s ,  unfortunately,, vacant t h i s  year. On the pos i t i ve  side. 
however, the new Dean o f  Arts and Sciences has expressed a comnitment t o  
strengthening the program, possibly by changing the Women's Studies Advisory 
Comnittee from an ad hoc group t o  an o f f i c i a l  un i ve rs i t y  comnittee and by 
a c t i v e l y  seeking t o  h i r e  f acu l t y  w i t h  i n te res t  i n  women's studies. 

Last year four  students planned top ica l  minors i n  Women's Studies. Various 
academic departments have continued t o  o f f e r  such courses as "Women i n  Cross- 
Cul tura l  Perspective" (Anthropology); "Images o f  Women i n  Contemporary 
L i t e ra tu re "  (English); "Women and Religion: The Emancipation o f  Eve" 
(Phi losophy/Rel ig ious Studies) ; and "The Psychology o f  Women" (Psychology). 
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Next spring a new course is  scheduled in the Foreign Languages Department titled 
"German Women Writers of the Twentieth Century." Other courses have been 
approved and t a u g h t  in the past b u t  are presently inactive due t o  lack of staff 
t o  teach them. 

One of the more encouraging recent events for Women's Studies on this campus was 
a five-day seminar, "Women's Studies in the 1980's Curriculum," held in June 
1981 . Funded by a faculty retraining and renewal grant, stipends were awarded 
t o  approximately 25 men and women from the UWEC faculty and academic staff. Dr. 
Cheri Register, feminist scholar and writer, formerly of the University of  
Minnesota, conducted the workshop. She focused on recent developments i n  
feminist theory and research bo th  within and across disciplines and suggested 
ways that women's issues and images could be incorporated into college courses. 
In addition, several Eau Claire faculty contributed their expertise as discussion 
leaders and resource persons, helping the participants generate their own ideas 
for effective1 y representing perspectives concerning women in the curricul um. 
One afternoon session was devoted t o  a presentation by Linda Parker, fonner 
Women's Studies Librarian-at-Large, on available library resources. Recommen- 
dations growing o u t  of this seminar were later sumnarized in a report submitted 
t o  the School of Arts and Sciences. 

Ongoing interest in women's studies i s  evidenced by occasional special programs. 
, For example, members o f  the Eau Claire English faculty have offered a series 

of one-credit courses on individual women writers through UW-Extension. And 
UWEC Arts and Sciences Outreach recently sponsored seminars entitled "Beyond 
Fmini sm" and "Nonverbal Comnunication for the Working Woman ." 

-- Linda Cecchini 
McIntyre Library, University of  
Wisconsin-Eau Claire 

STUDIES IN LUISCQNSIN: KCOND EDITION 
The second edition of Women's Studies in Wisconsin: Who's Who & Where i s  now 
available. Compiled and published by the Office of  the Women's Studies 
Li brarian-at-Large for the University of Wisconsin System, the new edition 
includes nearly twice as many people as were included in the original 1980 
edition.. In a l l ,  1,684 persons were directly contacted by the Office, 
resulting in a 1 isting of  673 persons--among them, faculty, 1 i brarians, 
administrators, researchers, comnunity activists and others with an active 
interest in the field of  women's studies. For each person listed, the following 
information is  given: home address and phone, occupation, field o r  discipline, 
work address and phone, connnuni t y  (volunteer) work re1 ated t o  feminism/women 's 
studies, and current research or subjects of  interest in women's studies. 
Indexes by geographic region, occupation, college and university, organizations, 
and areas o f  specialization and interest follow the alphabetical listing. 
Single copies of the directory arc available free of charge from: Women's 
Studies Librarian-at-Large, 112A Memorial Library, 728 State St., Madison, WI 
53706. 

Page Fourteen 



PERIODICAL NOTES 
NEW PERIODICALS 

The Annotated Guide t o  Women's Per iodicals i n  the U.S. February 1982- 
2/year. Sinqle CODY: $5. Available from: Terry Mehlman. 5173 Turner Rd., 
~ichmond, IN- 47374: (Issue examined: v.1, no.2; July 1982) 

This i s  an invaluable source f o r  keeping tabs on feminist  periodicals. Edi tor  
Terry Mehlman l i s t s  212 per iodicals published i n  37 states and the D i s t r i c t  o f  
Columbia. Periodicals are grouped by top ic  (e.g., Asian Women; Environment; 
Lesbian; Older Women; etc. ), and occasionally geographically wf th in  topic. 
There are no cross-references between topics. For each per iodfcal ,  the fo l lowfng 
information i s  provfded: name; address; frequency; subscriptfon pr ice(s);  
s ing le copy price; and wr i t e r ' s  guidelines. The character o f  each journal i s  
b r i e f l y  described i n  introductory discussions prefacing each section. "Newstand 
magazines" (e.g., Ms,) are excluded: "This - Guide. .. i s  not meant as f ree  
advert is ing f o r  those who can a f fo rd  t o  pay." Information about per iod ica ls  i s  
updated f o r  each issue. Separate 1 i s t s  are provided f o r  missing period1 cal  s 
(those she can ' t  t rack down) and those which have ceased publ icat ion. A l i s t  

. o f  journal adver t is ing rates fol lows a t  the end, along w i th  an alphabetical 
index and an index by state. See also the Index/Directory o f  Women's Media 
publf shed annually by the Women's I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Freedom o f  the Press (3306 
Ross Place. N.W.. Washinaton. D.C. 20008) and the " Internat ional  Gufde t o  
Women's per iod ica ls  and iesources 1981 /2"-  ubl ished by Resources f o r  Feminist 
Research ( c i t ed  under Special Issues below ! . 
The Celibate Woman: A Journal f o r  Women Who Are Celibate o r  Considering This 
L iberat ing Way o f  Relating to  Others. 1982- I r regular .  Subscriptions: 
$8/2 issues. Single copy: $4. Subscrf p t i on  address: 3306 Ross Place., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20008. (Publisher's f l y e r )  

Thi s new journal w i l l  publ ish a r t i c l es ,  book reviews, poetry, artwork, le t te rs ,  
experiences, theory, w i th  the hope o f  "opening up.. .a1 ternat ives i n  a sex- 
or iented society." Edited by Martha Allen, who also ed i t s  Media Report t o  
Women and the annual Index/Directory o f  Women's Media. - 
The L e f t  Index. Spring 1982- . Quarter ly.  Subscriptions: $50. Single 
copy: $15. Subscription address: 511 Lincoln St. ,  Santa Cruz, CA 95060. 
(Issue examined: No.1, Spring 1982) 

The f i r s t  issue 1 i s t s  400 c i t a t i ons  from 42 journals "advocating social and 
p o l i t i c a l  change." Ci ta t ions are 1 i s ted  a1 phabetical l y  by author, w i th  
indexes by subject, authors o f  books under review, and journal. While only 
f i v e  femin is t  journal s are indexed here (Connexions , Femf n i s t  Issues, Feminist 
Review, Hecate, Women and Revolution), many o f  the other journals do p u b l i s h  
feminist wr i t ings  (e.g., La t in  American Perspectives, Mother Jones, NACLA 
Repdrt on the Americas, Radical America, Soc ia l i s t  Review). This publ icat ion 
provides access to  per iodical  l i t e r a t u r e  tha t  i s  r a r e l y  indexed elsewhere. The 
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p r i c e  w i l l ,  unfor tunately,  put  i t  beyond the reach o f  most i nd i v i dua l s .  

Ma1 i n t z i  n: Chicana News1 et ter /Car ta  Informante Chicana. Fa1 1 1981 - 
I r r egu la r .  Free (donations accepted). Ava i lab le  from: M & A Ed i t ions,  
Route 5, Box 332 San Antonio, TX 7821 1 . (Issues examined: nos. 1-2, Fa1 1 
1981 - S m e r  1982) 

Ma l i n t z i n  hopes t o  serve as a comnunication and support network f o r  Chicanas 
and t o  "s t imula te  discussion w i t h  Chicanos on the nature o f  r e l a t i o n s  between 
men and women. .." I n  the f i r s t  two issues: repor ts  on the Second Conference 
o f  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  and Working Women; p r o f i l e s  o f  two women farmworker organizers; 
p r o f i l e  o f  a Chicana-owned rad io  s ta t ion ;  poetry; announcements. The e n t i r e  
t e x t  o f  each issue i s  p r i n ted  i n  both Engl ish and Spanish. 

Tradeswomen: A Quarter1 y Maqazine for  Women i n  Bl ue-Col l a r  Work. 1981 - 
S u b s c r i ~ t i o n s :  $1 0. S u b s c r i ~ t i o n  address: P.O. Box 5775. Berkeley. CA 
94705. ' ( Issue examined: v.2; no.1, Spr ing 1982; rev iewed- in  ~ i b r & y  Journal 
611 5/82, p. 2000) 

This new 30-50 page pub l i ca t i on  publ ishes a r t i c l e s ,  interv iews, poetry, and 
l e t t e r s  about women working i n  non-tradi t i o n a l  b l u e - c o l l a r  jobs and issues 
, r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  work 1 i ves  (hea l th  and safety,  apprenticeship, too ls ,  racism 
on t he  job, bargaining, sexual harassment). B i l l  Katz, magazine e d i t o r  f o r  
L i b ra r y  Journal, wr i tes ,  "This f i n e  con t r i bu t i on  should be found i n  h igh  school 
and pub l i c  l i b r a r i e s .  H igh ly  recommended." 

Women & H is tory .  Spring 1982- . Quar te r l y .  Subscript ions: $32 ( ind iv . ) ;  
$60 ( i n s t . ) ;  $75 ( l i b r a r i e s ) .  $1.75 postage and handling (U.S.). Subscr ip t ion 
address: The Haworth Press, Inc., 28 East 22nd S t . ,  New York, NY 1001 0. 
( Issue examined: no.1 , Spring 1982) 

Edi ted by Eleanor S. Riemer and A1 i c e  M i l l e r  o f  the I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Research i n  
History,  Women & H i s to r y  w i l l  pub l i sh  monographs and long essays i n  the f i e l d  
o f  women's h i s t o r y .  Sue Gronewold's "Beauti fy1 Merchandise: P r o s t i t u t i o n  i n  
China 1860-1936" appears i n  the f i r s t  issue; subsequent issues w i l l  fea ture  
"The Empire o f  t he  Mother: American Wr i t ings on Women and the Family 1830- 
1860" by Mary Ryan and "Women, Family, and Cormunity i n  Colonial America: Two 
Perspectives" by A1 ison Duncan Hi rsch and Linda Speth. Issues o f  t h i s  journa l  
w i l l  a lso  be publ ished i n  hardcover by Haworth Press; no.1 i s  ava i lab le  a t  a 
cos t  o f  $20. 

Women & Pensions. Quar te r l y .  Subscript ions : $6. Sing1 e copy: $2. Subscrip- 
t i o n  address: Women's Pension Project ,  Pension Rights Center, 1346 Connecticut 
Ave., N.U., Washington, D.C. 20036. (C i ted i n  Women i n  L i b ra r i es  June 1982, 
p.7) 
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SPECIAL ISSUES OF PERIODICALS 

Discourse: Berkeley Journal f o r  Theore t ica l  S tud ies  i n  Media and Culture 
v.4, 1982: spec ia l  issue on femin i s t  theory.  Available from: P.O. Box 4667, 
~ e r k e l e ~ ,  CA ' 94704. Subscr ip t ions  ( 3  i s s u e s ) :  $14 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $24 ( i n s t .  ). - 
Sing le  copy: $5.50 ( ind iv .  ); $8.50 ( i n s t  .) (Cited i n  Concerns: Newsletter o f  
the Moments Caucus o f  t h e  Modern Languages June 1982, p.15; phone conversa t ion  
wi th  e d i t o r  

Inc ludes  "Casual Imagination" by Bay Area a r t i s t  J u d i t h  Barry; an interview 
with  German f i lmnaker Ulrike Ot t inger ;  a t r a n s l a t e d  exce rp t  from Sarah Kofman's 
~ ' Q n i g m e  d e  l a  femme; an essay  by Susan Lurie e n t i t l e d  "Construction o f  the 
Cast ra ted  woman i n  Psychoanalysis and Cinema"; "Reading Mary Kel ly ' s  Post- 
partum Document" by Margaret Iversen;  and "Towards a New R a t i o n a l i t y ?  N~tes on 
Feminism and Current Discoursive Prac t i ces  i n  I t a l y "  by Renate Holub. 

Educational Documentation and Information: Bulletin o f  t h e  In te rna t iona l  Bureau 
of  Education (UNESCO) no. 222, 1982: "Education o f  Women i n  Developing Countries." 
Available from: Unipub, 345 Park Ave. South, New York, NY 10010. Subscr ip t ions :  
45 FF. S ing le  copy: 14FF. ( I s s u e  examined) 

I The bulk of t h i s  issue c o n s i s t s  o f  an annotated bibl iography (by David H. Kelly 
and Gail P. Kelly)  o f  s t u d i e s  pe r t a in ing  t o  women and education i n  developing 
c o u n t r i e s  (Asia,  Latin America, Africa and the Middle East)  since 1975. Organ- 
ized  t o p i c a l l y ,  the bib1 iography inc ludes  c i t a t i o n s  t o  books, chap te r s  w i t h i n  
books, journal  a r t i c l e s ,  Unesco r e p o r t s ,  government and p r i v a t e  agency r e p o r t s ,  
and doc to ra l  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  i n  many d i f f e r e n t  languages. The issue con ta ins  as 
a supplement an annotated l i s t  o f  documents pe r t a in ing  t o  three meetings on 
women's education organized i n  1980 by Unesco. Authors and e d i t o r s  index. 

Educational Horizons v.60, no.1, Fal l  1981 : "Views of Women i n  Education: P a s t ,  
Present  and Future." Available from: Pi Lambda Theta,  4101 E.  Third S t . ,  
Bloomington, IN 47401. Subscr ip t ions :  $1 0 ( ind iv .  ); $14 ( i n s t . ) .  S ing le  
copy: $2 .SO. ( I s s u e  examined) 

Among the a r t i c l e s  : "From P la to  t o  Jung: Centuries of Educational Inequ i t i e s"  
(L. Glenn Smith); "Minority Women and American Schooling" (Ruth B.  Lamonte); 
"'To Be Educated Themsel vest : Current Feminist E f f o r t s  i n  School Reform" 
(Mary K. DeShazer); "The New Conservatism: I t s  Effect on Women i n  Education" 
(E l i zabe th  L .  I h l e ) .  

Jump C u t :  A Review o f  Contemporary Cinema no.27, 1982: Special  Sect ion:  "Film 
and Feminism in  Germany Today." Available from : P.O. Box 865, Berkeley, CA 
94701. Subscr ip t ions :  $6 ( ind iv . ) ;  $9 ( i n s t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $2. ( I s s u e  
examined) 

Marc S i l  berman interviewed seven German women filmmakers i n  June 1979. This  
spec ia l  s e c t i o n  o f f e r s  in terv iews w i t h  He1 ga Reidemeister,  J u t t a  ~ r k k n e r ,  and 
C h r i s t i n a  Per inc io l  i ; t r a n s l a t i o n s  of  a r t i c l e s  by Reidemeister ("On Documentary 
Filmmaking"), Helke Sander ("Feminism and Film") and Gertrud Koch ("Why Women 
Go t o  t h e  Movies"); and an a r t i c l e  on "The German Women's Movement and Ours" by 
Renny Harrigan. Further  interviews w i l l  appear i n  t h e  next issue o f  Jump C u t .  
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Resources f o r  Feminist Research/Oocumentation sur l a  Recherche Feministe v.X, 
110.4, December 1981lJanuarv 1982: " In ternat iona l  Guide t o  Women's Per iodicals 
and ~esources,  1981/2." ~ i a i l a b l e  from: Dept, o f  ~ o c i o l o ~ ~ ,  Ontario ~ n s t i t u t e  
for Studies i n  Education, 252 Bloor S t .  West, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5S 1V6. 
Subscript ions (U.S.): $20 ( indiv.) ;  $35 ( ins t . ) .  

Compilers Carol Zav i tz  and Hans K l  eipool advise readers f n  t h e i r  i n t roduc t ion  
t h a t  t h i s  amazing 62-page guide "1 i s t s  a1 1. the women "s per iod ica l  s, journals 
and newsletters o f  which we are aware, in te rna t iona l l y . "  In ternat iona l  means, 
spec i f i ca l l y ,  Canada, Af r ica,  Asia and the Mfddle East, the B r i t i s h  Is les ,  
Eastern Europe and the USSR, La t fn  America and the Caribbean, the Pac i f i c  
Islands, Scandinavia, the U.S., and Western Europe. Addresses, subscr ip t ion 
in format ion ( i f  ava i lab le)  and a b r i e f  descr fp t ion are given f o r  each journal .  
L i s t i ngs  o f  archives, research and c u l t u r a l  centers, women's presses and 
bookstores, l i b r a r i e s ,  women's houses and other f a c i l i t i e s  re levant  t o  women's 
studies research are also included. (See Fa l l  1981. p.21, f o r  a descr ip t ion 
o f  the 1980 e d i t i o n  o f  the Guide.) 

Shmate: A Journal o f  Progressive Jewish Thouqht no.2, June/July 1982: "Women, 
Gay Men. Lesbians." Avai lable from: Box 4228. Berkelev. CA 94704. S u b s c r i ~ -  - - 
t i i n s :  -615. Single copy: $2.50. (Publ isher 's ad) 

Includes a revfew o f  Nice Jewish G i r l s  (ed i ted by Evelyn Beck) and an a r t i c l e  
on anti-semit ism i n  the women's movement. 

The Small Press Review v.14, no.6/7, June/July 1982: "2nd Annual L i b ra ry  Issue." 
Avai lable from: Dustbooks, P.O. Box 100, Paradise, CA 95969. Subscriptions: 
$14 ( ind iv . ) ;  $20 ( i n s t ) .  (Issue examined) 

Feature a r t i c l e s  by "publ ishers who are a lso 11 brarians, l i b r a r i a n s  who are a lso 
publ ishers." SPR asked the cont r ibutors  .to t e l l  them "how t h e i r  knowledge o f  
l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r i a n s  af fec ted o r  inf luenced t h e i r  publ ishing, o r  v i ce  versa." 
W i l l  i n t e r e s t  femin is t  publ ishers and 1 ib ra r ians  c o m i t t e d  t o  ge t t i ng  femin is t  
small press publ i ca t ions  i n t o  l i b r a r i e s .  - 

ITEmS OF NOTE 
BLACK WOMEN: ACHIEVEMENT AGAINST THE ODDS. Black women i s  a popular e x h i b i t i o n  
which has been c i rcu la ted  since 1976 by the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  Travel ing 
Exh ib i t i on  Services (SITES). This exh ib i t i on  w i l l  soon be ava i lab le  f o r  purchase 
i n  a new "paper panel" format. For more information, w r i t e  Smi  thsonian 
I n s t i t u t i o n  Travel ing Exh ib i t i on  Service, Washington, D .C. 20560. ( Informat ion 
f ~ o m  S i t e l i n e  no.14, Summer 1982) 

WOMEN AND THErR WORK: A WORKING PAPFR S F R n .  The Center f o r  the Study, 
Education and Advancement o f  Women has publ ished a number o f  papers and mono- 
graphs r e s u l t i n g  from a research program on "Women and Their Work: In tersect ions 
o f  the Marketplace and the Household." Representative t i t l e s  include: "The 
Popular Image of Women I n  C le r i ca l  Occupations, 1880-1 920" (Mary E. Adams) ; 
"Feminization, Mexican Border I ndus t r i a l i za t i on  and Migration" (Maria-Patr icia 
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Fernandez-Kel l y ) ;  Women's Work and Family i n  the S i l i c o n  Val l e y  (Barbara 
Epstein). For a complete ~ u b l i c a t i o n  and p r i ce  l i s t ,  w r i t e  the Center a t :  
~ u i . 1 d i . n ~  T-9, Room 11 2, ~ n i v e r s i  ty o f  ~ a l  i f o r n i a ,  ~ e r k e l e ~ ,  CA 94720. 
IPubl i sher ' s  f l y e r ]  

PROJECT SHARE, the qua r te r l y  magazine TABS: Aids f o r  Ending Sexism i n  School, 
and the TABS Classroom Poster Series are programs of the Organization for  
Equal Education of the Sexes, Inc., a nonprof i t ,  taxsxempt-corporat ion formed 
t o  locate,  develop, publ ish and disseminate in format ion and mater ia ls  i n  support 
o f  equal education o f  the sexes. Contact TABS and Pro jec t  Share a t :  744 
Car ro l l  St., Brooklyn, NY 11 21 5; phone: (21 2) 788-3478. (Brochure) 

DIRECTORY OF MILWAUKEE AREA WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS, compil ed by Peggy Kendell en 
and Jan Leone. The f i f t h  e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i r e c t o r v  i s  now avai lab le .  l i s t i n q  
organizat ions a c t i v e  i n  the a r t s ,  community s e r v i c k ,  counseling, education,- 
employment counseling, f am i l y  services, heal thcare, pol i t i c s ,  the professions, 
r e l i g i o n ,  sexual assaul t ,  as we l l  as groups serving lesbians and m i n o r i t y  women. 
Avai lab le  from: Women's Studies Program, Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Mil waukee, 
M i t c h e l l  Ha l l  115, Milwaukee, W I  53201 ; phone (414) 963-5918. (Book i n  hand) 

ALTERNATIVE PRESS PUBLISHERS OF CHILDREN'S BOOKS: A DIRECTORY. This 71-page 
guide was compiled from co l l ec t i ons  gathered by the A l t e rna t i ve  Press Pro jec t  o f  
' the Cooperative Chi ldren 's  Book Center o f  Wisconsin. Each en t r y  provides the 
f o l  lowing in format ion about the publ isher :  name) address; phone number; 
descr ip t ion  o f  the publ i she r ' s  ch i ld ren 's  books; publ isher 's  special  emphasis 
o r  o ther  publ icat ions;  ISBN p re f i x ;  name o f  key contact  person; founding year; 
in format ion about catalogs, b i l l  i n g  and prepayment, discounts; names of 
d i s t r i b u t o r s .  Also included: addresses o f  d i s t r i b u t o r s ;  a geographical index; 
and an index t o  b i l i n g u a l  hooks. Descr ipt ions o f  presses po in t  o u t  nonsexist 
and/or m i n o r i t y  emphases. Informat ion on a v a i l a b i l i t y  and p r i c e  from: Di rectory ,  
Cooperative Chi ldren's Book Center, 4290 Helen C. White Ha l l ,  Madison, W I  53706. 

THE FEAR THAT BINDS US i s  a new f i l m  documenting the s to r i es  o f  f i v e  women who 
have experienced violence, and the perspectives o f  a c t i v i s t s ,  soc ia l  serv ice 
workers, and o f  men who have been g u i l t y  o f  v io lence against  women. Produced 
by I r i s  Video, the 52-minute black and whi te documentary i s  ava i lab le  i n  16mm 
f i l m  o r  videotape, and i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  by New Front Films Inc., 1409 Wil low St., 
Su i te  505, Minneapolis, MN 55403; phone: (612) 872-0805. ( D i s t r i b u t o r ' s  
brochure) 

THAT WAS ALL DONE BY WOMEN. Slovenian women o f  Trauni k, Michigan, t e l l  t h e i r  
h i  s t o r i es  i n  two ha1 f-hour tape documentaries produced by Barbara McCann , 
herse l f  the grandaughter o f  Slovenian immigrants t o  Traunik. I n  "Work and 
Comuni ty  Lives," the women describe t h e i r  labor as pioneer women and t h e i r  
a c t i v e  Slovenian community. I n  "Home L i f e  and Ethnic Iden t i t y , "  they speak 
about marriage, c h i l d b i r t h  w i t h  midwives, ch i ld rear ing  and Slovenian cu l t u re .  
For more in format ion w r i t e :  Barbara McCann, c/o WRFG, P.O. Box 5332, At lanta,  
GA 30307. (Brochure) 

RESOURCES FOR WORKING WOMEN 1981-1982 i s  a catalog o f  programs and mater ia ls  
developed w i t h  funds from the Women's Educational Equi ty  Act (WEEA). Among 
the programs l i s t e d :  "Beating the Numbers: A Woman's Math Careers Program 
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Handbook"; "Career Planning f o r  M ino r i t y  Women"; "Resource Guide o f  American 
Ind ian and Alaska Nati've Women-1 980." These mater ia ls  are ava i lab le  from: 
WEEA Pub1 i sh ing  Center, Education Development Center, Inc., 55 Chapel S t . ,  
Newton, MA 021 60; phone: (6171 969-71 00/ (800) 225-3088. (Catalog i n  hand) 

THE CULTURE OF SOUTHERN BLACK WOMEN i s  the focus of cu r r f cu l a r  mater ia ls  under 
development by the Women Studies Program and the Archive o f  American M ino r i t y  
cu l tures o f   he Un ivers i t y  o f  ~ labama, under a grant  from the Fund f o r  the 

- 

Improvement o f  Postsecondary Education (FIPSE). A Teachers' Guide t o  the course 
developed f o r  the p ro j ec t  should be ava i lab le  by ea r l y  1983. The Guide w i l l  
r e f l e c t  the experfences o f  ten teachers a t  postsecondary f n s t i t u t i o n s  who 
developed s y l l a b i  and p i lo t - tes ted  cu r r i cu l a r  mater ia ls  1 i s t e d  i n  the guide. 
For f u r t he r  information, w r i t e  the p ro jec t  a t :  P.O. Box 1391, The Un ivers i t y  
o f  Alabama, Univers i ty ,  AL 35486; phone: (205) 348-5782. (Information pro- 
vided by the p ro j ec t )  

NATIONAL WOMEN ' S HISTORY WEEK RESOURCE CATALOG. This catalog describes mater ia l  s 
produced and/or d i s t r i bu ted  by the National Women's His tory  Week Project .  The 
mate r ia l s  inc lude lesson plan sets, b ib l iographies,  post card sets from 
Helaine V i c to r i a  Press, commemorative buttons, and re levant  books (e.q., 
Notable American women; Teaching Women's  ist tory by Gerda ~ e r n e r )  . ' ~ i e - f o c u s  

, seems t o  be p r i m a r i l y  teachers o f  grades 1-12. Catalog ava i lab le  from the 
p r o j e c t  a t :  P.O. Box 3716, Santa Rosa, CA 95402; phone: (707) 526-5974. 
(Catalog i n  hand) 

REFERENCE WORKS IN WmEN'S STUDIES 
This new co l  umn high1 i g h t s  reference works--bi b l  iographies, handbooks, d i recd  
t o r i es ,  and the l i ke - - t ha t  can a i d  l i b ra r i ans ,  women's studies researchers 
and femin is t  a c t i v i s t s .  Because such sources qu ick ly  become out-dated and 
should therefore  be reviewed promptly, readers are asked t o  c a l l  new reference 
mater ia ls  t o  the a t t e n t i o n  o f  the ed i to rs  

-- S.S. 

The Women's Annual - 1980: The Year i n  Review. Edited by Barbara Haber. 
Eoston: G.K. Hal 1 , 1981 . 322p. $50.00, ISBN 0-81 61 -8530-1 . 
The Women's Annual - 1980 i s  the f i r s t  o f  a year ly  series. Barbara Haber, 
Curator o f  Pr in ted Books a t  Radc l i f fe ' s  Schelsinger L ib ra ry  and e d i t o r  o f  the 
ser ies,  states i n  her in t roduct ion:  "The idea f o r  The Women's Annual has come 
from the conv ic t ion t h a t  a year ly  sourcebook o f  t ime ly  informat ion aljout women 
could b r ing  together i n  one place deta i led accounts o f  the changing status o f  
American women and cur rent  i n t e l l e c t u a l  developments w i t h i n  women's studies 
areas." This dual goal -- t o  review the year 's  scholarship on women and t o  
r epo r t  on feminist  a c t i v i t y  i n  the pub l ic  sphere -- i s  admirably rea l ized.  The 
debut o f  the ser ies  i s  auspicious, because i t  heralds the growing s ta tu re  of 
women's studies as an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  f i e l d  o f  i nqu i r y  t h a t  now warrents i t s  
own annual review. 
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The volume o f f e r s  eleven top ica l  chapters, each w r i t t e n  by an expert.  I n  
keeping w i t h  the character o f  the work, the con t r ibu to rs  a re  by no means a l l  
academics, nor  do the chapters adhere t o  uniform guide1 ines f o r  content and 
s t y l e .  Some focus narrowly on the publ i ca t i ons  and events o f  1980, wh i le  others 
provide substant ia l  background on the top ics  they address. Each chapter ends 
w i t h  a  bib1 iography, and several have add i t iona l  1  i s t s  o f  organizations, 
per iod ica l  s, o r  films. 

Peggy Simpson's a r t i c l e  on p o l i t i c s  and the law concentrates on women's 
response t o  Reagan and the New Right.  A f t e r  analyzing the p o l i t i c a l  c l imate  
a t  the s t a r t  o f  the 'e ight ies ,  she assesses the power of the ERA as a  campaign 
issue i n  the p res iden t ia l  e lec t ions  and repor ts  on women as candidates f o r  major 
of f ices i n  198Q. She then reviews federal l e g i s l a t i o n ,  federal  agency act ions,  
and l ega l  pat terns and precedents i n  such areas as domestic violence, abort ion,  
pay equi ty ,  employment d iscr iminat ion,  and sexual harrassment. The a r t i c l e  
concludes w i t h  l i s t s  o f  Congresswomen, women mayors o f  la rge  c i t i e s ,  and women 
judges. 

An eloquent essay on women, scholarship, and the humanities, i s  w r i t t e n  by 
Catharine R. Stimpson. She takes her cue from V f rg in i a  Woolf, who, i n  A Room 
Of One's Own, "prophesied three contemporary humanistic i n q u i r i e s  -- i n t o  

, women's depr ivat ion,  i n t o  the h i s t o r i e s  they have forged i n  s p i t e  o f  tha t ,  and 
i n t o  the meaning o f  sexual dif ference." L i m i t i n g  he rse l f  t o  publ icat ions o f  
1980, Stimpson explores these three themes i n  1  i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  and h i s to r y ,  
and, t o  a  lesser  extent, i n  a r t  h is to ry ,  philosophy, biography, and anthropology. 
Unl ike the other  chapters, her essay must be read i n  i t s  en t i r e t y ,  s ince i t  
lacks i n t e r n a l  headings and o f f e r s  one hundred footnotes, many o f  them exposi tory,  
w i t h  f u r t h e r  embedded references. 

The chapters j u s t  described a re  representat ive o f  the d i v e r s i t y  o f  content and 
s t y l e  t h a t  character izes the e n t i r e  work. The other con t r ibu t ions  a re  equal ly  
in fo rmat ive  and s t imulat ing.  Naomi R. Gerstel wr i tes  on modern domestic l i f e .  
Joan N. Burstyn and P o l l y  Welts Kaufman tack le  the la rge  t op i c  o f  women and 
education. Two members o f  the Boston Women's ,Health Col lec t ive,  Judy Norsig ian 
and Norma Swenson, cata log the heal th  issues o f  1980. P a t r i c i a  H i l l  Co l l i ns  
wr i tes  on Th i rd  World women i n  America. Laura Shapiro analyzes trends i n  
popular cu l tu re .  Joanna Bunker Rohrbaugh reviews post-Freudian theor ies  o f  the 
psychology o f  women. Two authors share the t op i c  o f  women and r e l i g i o n :  
Constance H. Buchanan focuses on femin is t  scholarship i n  theology, whi le  Sandra 
Hughes Boyd addresses the s ta tus o f  women i n  organized r e l i g i o n .  Carolyn F. 
Wilson and Barbara Hatjer cover v io lence against  women. And f i n a l l y ,  Sara 
Garrigan Burr takes on the ambitious subject  o f  women and work. 

Taken as a  whole, t h i s  volume presents a  r i c h  condensation o f  data chronic1 i n g  
women's progress and setbacks on many f ron ts .  I t s  nearest cousins a re  the 
review essays t h a t  appear i n  S i  ns under the r u b r i c  "The New Scholarship," but  9a these are more exc lus ive ly  focuse on academic research and w r i t i ng .  By 
cont rast ,  The Women's Annual a lso provides much hard fac tua l  informat ion,  
inc lud ing  t e l l i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  and succinct  summaries o f  recent a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  
i s  a  resource t oo l  t h a t  belongs i n  a l l  1  i 6 r a r i e s  and, i f  the publ i she r  can 
be persuaded t o  b r ing  i t  out  i n  an af fordable  paperback e d i t i o n  ( the hardcover 
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is $50.00), on the shelves o f  most women's studies teachers. 

Elizabeth Tingley and Donald R. Tingley. Women and Feminism i n  American 
History: A Guide t o  Information Sources. Detroit: Gale, 1981. 289pp. 
$36.00, ISBN 0-81 03-1 492-4. LC 80-1 9793. 

This selective bibliography on the history of  women i n  America l i s ts  primarily 
books, with a sprinkling of  journal articles. Every entry is  briefly annotated, 
although the style i s  dull and n o t  always informative. Evaluative comments are 
on1 y occasional 1 y given. 

References are grouped in thirty-three chapters. The f i r s t  four focus on 
types o f  materials: bibliographies; manuscript collections; 6iographical 
directories; and periodical s of  the women's movement. The latter Duo categories 
cover a number of  older sources, fncluding some 1 gth-century t i t les .  Chapter 
5 i s  a catch-all for general works; chapters 6 through 11 are chronologically 
arranged, from colonial times t o  the present. Chapters 12 and 13 treat contem- 
porary feminist t h o u g h t  and analysis and contemporary socialist feminism, 
respectively. Chapters 14 to 21 concern women's activities i n  various arenas: 
law and politics; science and medicine; the arts; the performing arts; sports; 
education; business and the professions; and the labor force. A surprising 
number of  the books cited i n  these sections are recent, non-historical studies 

hf current issues and events. The remaining chapters are topical and cover the 
following: ethnic and minori.ty women; women and crime; violence against women; 
prostitution; the psychology of women; sexuality and sexual orientation; 
abortion, birth control, and related health issues; married and unmarried women; 
motherhood; child-care programs and politics; men and feminism; and antifeminist 
w r i t i n g  since 1940. 

This volume has some substantial weaknesses. For example, special ired 
bibliographies appear in the f i rs t  chapter and are neither listed nor cross- 
referenced i n  the appropriate topical chapters. ( A  subject index does compen- 
sate in part for this.) There are also some notable omissions. For instance, 
Andrea Hindi ng ' s monumental Women ' s H i  story Sources (Bowker , 1979) i s  nowhere 
mentioned, despite the fact t h a t  the present bjbliography was copyrighted two 
years after that ground-breaki ng resource appeared. And final 1 y, occasional 
mispellings mar the text. 

While students and researchers would be ill-advised t o  rely solely on Women and 
Feminism in American History, i t  i s  a decent starting p o i n t  for  research on a 
wide variety o f  subjects, both historical and contemporary. 

Nordquist, Joan. Audiovisuals for Women. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 1980. 
145pp. $1 1 .95, ISBN 0-89950-011-0; pap., $9.95, ISBN 0-89950-01 2-9. .LC 80- 
14691 . 
This source l i s t s  876 16mn films, videotapes, filmstrips, slides, and recordings 
of music and the spoken word, which are by, for, or abou t  women. All the 
materials covered are in Engl isb and were produced in the U.S. or Canada. 
The compiler excludes materfals designed primarily for use in elementary school 
classrooms. The arrangement i s  by physical medium, with a subject index. 
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Annotations a r e  q u i t e  b r i e f ,  cons i s t ing  mostly of  c i t a t i o n s  t o  reviews with 
occasional  exce rp t s  from c r i t i c a l  comments. Every e n t r y  includes t i t l e ,  
producer and/or d i s t r i ' hu to r ,  r e l e a s e  da te ,  and a technical  descr ip t ion .  This 
guide achieves its goal of supplementing the..standard filmographies, such a s  
Kaye S u l l i v a n ' s  Films For, fly, and About Women (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 
1980). 

BOOK RCVIEWS 
NEW FEMINIST APPROACHES TO SEXUALITY 

" A conversat ion w i t h  Deirdre English, Amher Hollihaugh, and Gayle Rubin," 
S o c i a l i s t  Review v. 11, 110.4 (July/August 1981 ), pp.43-62. 

Barbara Ehrenreich, Elizabeth Hess, and Gloria Jacobs. "A Report on the 
Sex C r i s i s , "  v.X, 110.9 ('March 1982), pp.61-62, 64, 87-88. 

Michel Foucault. The History o f  Sexuali ty.  New York: Vintage Books, 1980. 

Heresies: A Feminist Publicat ion on Art and P o l i t i c s  no.12 (1981): "Sex Issue."  

' o f f  our  backs v . x i i ,  110.6 (June 1982): [Report on Controversy a t  Sexua l i ty  
Conference]. 

Lisa Orlando. "Lust a t  Last! Or Spandex Invades the Academy," Gay Community 
News v.9, no.42 (May 15,  1982), pp.8-9. - 
Radical America v.15, no.1/2 (Spring 1981): Special Issue on the New Right.  

Radical H i  s t o r y  Review no .20 (Spri ng/Summflr 1979) ; Special Issue on Sexual i t y  
i n  History. 

Signs: Journal of  Women i n  Culture and Socle ty  v.5, no.4 (Summer 1980) and 
v.6, no.1 (Autumn 1980): "Sex and Sexuali ty.  "' Also published a s  Women: Sex 
and Sexual i ty ,  ed i t ed  by Catharine Stimpson and Ethel Spector  Person (Chicago : 
Universi ty o f  Chicago Press,  1980). 

Since the beginning of  the "second wave" o f  the women's movement, much o f  
f emin i s t  theory and research has focused on the personal experience and social 
cons t ruct ion  o f  sexua l i ty .  In the  l a t e  1960s, feminists such a s  Shulamith 
Fi res tone  and Juliet  Mitchell c r i t i c i z e d  non-feminist wr i t ings  on female 
s e x u a l i t y  f o r  their pa t r i a rcha l  assumptions. Some o f  the most r ecen t  f emin i s t  
wr i t ing  on s e x u a l i t y  has challenged this e a r l i e r  feminis t  work f o r  i ts  
assumptions concerning t b e  f l u i d i t y  of sexual i d e n t i t y  and behavior; sexual 
r o l e s  w i t h i n  heterosexual and lesbian  cul ture; and the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
pornography and male violence.  

A f a i r  assessment of  this recent  " rev i s ion i s t "  work on s e x u a l i t y  r equ i res  
placing the l i t e r a t u r e  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  context .  In a recent  - Ms. a r t i c l e ,  
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Barbara Ehrenreich, Elizabeth Hess, and G lo r ia  Jacobs t r ace  the h i s t o r i c a l l y  
amhival en t  r e l a  t i o n r h i p  6etween femi n i m  and sexual 1  i h e r a t i o n  , no t i ng  tha t ,  
"Over the  decades the r e l a t i o n s h i p  hetween the two has been on again, o f f  again, 
w i t h  more t ime spent i n  h o s t i l e  separat ion than conjugal peace." For example, 
wh i le  t h e  turn-of- the-century " f r ee  love" movement encouraged women t o  explore 
t h e i r  e r o t i c  potenti 'al , the  1  9th-century women's movement advocated the p ro tec t i on  
o f  women from male l u s t .  

I n  the  contemporary women's movement, a  s i m i l a r  dehate has emerged between 
f em in i s t s  who equate "male-defined" s e x u a l i t y  w i t h  domination and v io lence 
and f em in i s t s  who approach a l l  forms o f  sexua l i t y  as con t rad ic to ry  phenomena. 
Feminist  t h e o r i s t s  o f  pronography such as Susan G r i f f i n ,  Andrea Dworkin, and 
Kathleen Barry  represent  the c l ea res t  examples o f  the f i r s t  pos i t i on .  To 
va ry ing  degrees and w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  emphases, these t h e o r i s t s  argue t h a t  the re  
i s  a  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between male [ i d e n t i f i e d )  sexual fantasy and male 
domination, between ma1 e  ( i d e n t i f i e d )  sexua l i t y  and male v io lence.  (See FC 
Winter 1982 f o r  a  review o f  recent  f em in i s t  w r i t i n g s  on pornography.) u n z r -  
l y i n g  much o f  t h i s  work i s  the asser t ion  o f  a  co r rec t  female p r i n c i p l e  and 
s e x u a l i t y  i n  oppos i t ion  t o  an i nhe ren t l y  des t r uc t i ve  male p r i n c i p l e  and 
sexual i t y .  

I n  the  l a t e  1970s, two developments p rec i p i t a t ed  a  reassessment o f  the  focus on 
'male v io lence and pornography as the key t o  a  f em in i s t  p o l i t i c s  and theory o f  
sexual i t y .  F i r s t ,  the pub1 i c a t i o n  o f  Michel Foucault 's i n f l u e n t i a l  The H i s t o r  
o f  Sexua l i t y  l a i d  the bas is  f o r  r e t h i n k i n g  a  f em in i s t  approach t o  sexua -ra-+ i eo ogy, 
i d e n t i t y  and behavior. And second, the  New R igh t  assau l t  on gays and lesb ians 
forced the  women's movement t o  take a  stand on the  r i g h t s  o f  sexual m i n o r i t i e s  
and f r i n g e  groups i n  general. 

What u n i f i e s  recen t  w r i t i n g s  on these questions i s  a  conceptua l iza t ion o f  
sexual i t y  as a  h i s t o r i c a l l y  determined and con t rad ic to ry  process. I n  - The 
H i s to r y  o f  Sexual i ty ,  Michel Foucault approaches sexua l i t y  as a  h i s t o r i c a l ,  
r a t he r  than "natural , "  s e t  o f  concepts and behaviors. Tracing the h i s t o r i c a  
t ransformat ion i n  soc ia l  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  ndrmal and dev iant  sexua l i t y ,  Foucau 
argues t h a t  the motor o f  change res ides i n  thoke who con t ro l  sexua l i t y .  For 
example, i n  our society,  medical pro fess iona ls  and soc ia l  s c i e n t i s t s  possess 
knowledge and technology t o  impose d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  normal and dev iant  sexual 
behavior. The g rea tes t  weakness o f  Foucaul t 's  work i s  h i s  neg lec t  o f  the r o  
o f  human agency i n  shaping sexua l i t y  and r e s i s t i n g  r e s t r i c t i v e  norms. 

the  

Robert Padgug, i n  the  lead a r t i c l e  o f  a  spec ia l  Radical H i s t o r y  Review issue 
on "Sexua l i t y  i n  History,"  extends Foucaul t 's  approach t o  inc lude  a  focus on 
human agency, which he sees as - the d i s t i ngu i sh i ng  fea tu re  o f  human sexua l i t y .  
It i s  i n  t h i s  con tex t  t h a t  the t ransformat ive  impact o f  the women's and gay 
movements on our sexual r e a l i t y  can best  be appreciated. A sampling o f  o ther  
a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  exce l l en t  Radical H i s t o r y  Review issue inc ludes essays by 
Blanche Cook, Bu r t  Hansen and Je f f r ey  Weeks on the h i s t o r i c a l  cons t ruc t ion  o f  
homosexuality; a  commentary hy Mar t in  Duberman on an important  se t  o f  e a r l y  
20th-century documents on Hopi Ind ian c u l t u r e  and sexua l i ty ;  and an exp lo ra t ion  
by Ann Sni t row o f  the  con t rad i c t o r y  meanings embedded i n  mass market romances. 
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I n ves t i ga t i on  o f  female sexua l i t y  i s  the  theme o f  two spec ia l  issues o f  Signs. 
Covering a wide range o f  t heo re t i ca l  and methodological approaches, these 
Signs spec ia l  issues inc lude  an important  c r i t i q u e  by Adrienne Rich o f  contem- 
porary  f em in i s t  theory  f o r  assuming what must be explained--compulsory 
heterosexual i ty ;  an assessment by Rosal ine Petchesky o f  tensions between the 
ideas o f  e q u a l i t y  and autonomy w i t h i n  f em in i s t  approaches t o  reproduct ive  
freedom; and a proposal by Ethel Spector Person f o r  a new approach t o  female 
sexua l i t y  based on the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between sexual behavior and gender i d e n t i t y .  
A1 so inc luded a re  a r t i c l e s  on e r o t i c  desire, cross-cul t u r a l  va r i a t i ons  i n  
female sexua l i t y ,  and the  symbolic representa t ion o f  sexua l i t y ,  as we l l  as 
review essays on female s e x u a l i t y  and the h i s t o r y  o f  c h i l d b i r t h .  

With t he  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the spec ia l  "Sex Issue" o f  Heresies, t op i cs  long 
considered taboo w i t h i n  f em in i s t  scholarship have been brought o u t  i n t o  the 
open. Joan Nest le  c h a l l  enges the p u r i t a n i c a l  assumptions o f  the  lesb ian  and 
f em in i s t  communities by arguing t h a t  the  butch-fem women o f  the 1950s "made 
lesbians v i s i b l e  i n  a t e r r i f y i n g  c l e a r  way i n  a h i s t o r i c a l  pe r iod  where there  
was no movement support f o r  them. " C r i t i q u i n g  the anti-pornography movement, 
Paula Webster proposes t h a t  t he  f em in i s t  d i s t i n c t i o n  between pornography and 
e ro t i ca  i s  a restatement o f  V i c t o r i an  ideology which pos i ted innate  d i f fe rences  
between male and female l i b i d o  and fantasy. I n  exp lo r ing  the impact o f  racism 

, on "woman-identif ied" r e l a t i onsh ips  between Afro-American women, V i ck i  M. Mays 
po in ts  t o  the importance o f  race i n  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  sexual i d e n t i t y .  Other 
a r t i c l e s  address the o r i g i n s  o f  women's sexual fea rs  i n  the mother-daughter 
r e l a t i onsh ip ;  the  e f f e c t s  o f  i n ces t  on women's sexual i ty ;  and the r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between feminism and sadomasochism. 

The debate i n i t i a t e d  by the Heresies "Sex Issue" continued t h i s  sp r ing  a t  a 
conference he ld  a t  Barnard ~ m n t i t l e d  "The Scholar and the  Feminist  I X :  
Towards a P o l i t i c s  o f  Sexual i ty ."  A r e p o r t  on the  conference was the  focus o f  
the June 1982 issue o f  o f f  our  backs, as -we l l  as L i sa  Orlando's a r t i c l e  i n  
Gay Community News, "Lust  a t  Last ! "  The conference was int roduced by Carol 
Vance, who c a l l e d  f o r  a f em in i s t  t heo re t i ca l  focus on sexual pleasure i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  sexual danger. Conference papers inc luded Linda Gordon and E l  1 en 
Dubois ' h i s t o r i c a l  ana lys is  o f  the tensions bbtween feminism and sexual 
l i b e r a t i o n ;  A l i c e  Echol 's c r i t i q u e  o f  c u l t u r a l  feminism f o r  l o c a t i n g  the 
oppression o f  women i n  the  "repression o f  the female p r i nc i p l e " ;  and Hortense 
S p i l l e r ' s  ana lys is  o f  the  exc lus ion o f  Black women from the discourse on 
sexua l i t y .  The papers were fo l lowed by 19 workshops on t op i cs  such as sexual 
r o l e s  w i t h i n  the gay and s t r a i g h t  communities; p o l i t i c a l l y  co r rec t  and i n c o r r e c t  
sexual i t i e s ;  and feminism and sexual 1 i be ra t i on .  

Since much o f  the  " P o l i t i c s  o f  Sexual i ty "  conference represented a c r i t i q u e  o f  
r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  p o l i t i c s  and theory, i t  has generated a heated debate. While 
t h i s  debate--1 i ke o the r  cont rovers ies  w i t h i n  the women's movement--forces 
pa in fu l  r ecogn i t i on  o f  the  c o n f l i c t s  and d i f fe rences  among us, i t  a! so 
represents a welcome advance i n  f em in i s t  t h i nk i ng  and p o l i t i c s ,  posing new 
questions and cha l leng ing o l d  assumptions. 

-- Cindy Cos te l l o  
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[Cindy Costello i s  a graduate student in the Sociology Department a t  the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. She i s  currently working on a dissertation on 
o f f i ce  work and unions.] 
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