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Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:05	JB gives some background information on himself.

00:01:34	During WWII, he joined a radio intelligence company stationed in Hawaii and Okinawa. It intercepted Japanese radio traffic and tried to discover the location of their transmission stations.

00:02:20	The invasion of Japan was planned for September; the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima in early August. There was a great sense of relief and celebration on the part of Americans. JB was sent to South Korea and then Japan, and was finally discharged in May 1946.

00:04:13	He came to study at UW and was happy to find there was a radio journalism specialty offered.

00:04:50	The University assigned JB to housing in the barracks at Truax field, where he remained one semester. He talks about life there. The next semester he lived in Schreiner House at Camp Randall. He moved into Gilman House for the summer semester and then in the fall into Conover House in Kronshage, where he stayed the rest of his time at UW. Most of the students there seemed serious.

00:10:00	JB talks about the house fellow system. His house fellow was the serious David Cronon. Around 80% of the students in the dorm were veterans, as were most students.
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00:11:27	JB discusses his course of study in radio journalism. A course taught by Professor Thayer combined writing with internships at local radio stations. In a course on reporting, students participated in the same type of internship at a newspaper.

00:13:05	History and political science also interested JB. He had Fred Harvey Harrington, an excellent lecturer, for American history.

00:14:07	Due to the post-war classroom shortage, a political science class taught by William S. Stokes was held in the First Congregational Church. JB does not believe that there was adequate room in the library, at that time housed in the State Historical Society.

00:15:34	His favorite teacher in the Journalism School was Bruce Westley, who had experience as a working newspaperman. JB wrote for the Cardinal once and awhile. For two years he was the sports editor of the Spectator, a weekly paper in the men's halls.

00:17:34	JB talks about intramural sports between the dorms. Summer semesters were set up to enable veterans to "catch up." Many took advantage of it.

00:20:08	JB came to school on the GI Bill. He got books, supplies, tuition, and $75 a month in cash. If one was careful, this was enough to cover the costs. He and many other veterans probably would not have attended college had it not been for the GI Bill. 

00:23:01	He rates the quality of instruction he received at UW from good to top-notch. His and many veterans' criticism of the Journalism School is that it was too old-fashioned. It did not prepare students for deadline pressure. Henry Ladd Smith was called in as an interim director to deal with these problems.

00:25:17	JB helped to prepare newscasts at WHA, which was a "rip and read operation." He was initiated into Sigma Delta Chi, the professional journalism fraternity. He talks about Roundy Coughlin, the sports writer for the Wisconsin State Journal.

00:29:46	JB considers the Daily Cardinal a good and professional paper. It was not very subjective; it went overboard in its criticism of Coach Stuhldreher. There was a series of articles by an "anonymous" black athlete who accused Stuhldreher of discrimination.

00:31:09	End of side.

Tape 1/Side 2

00:31:15	JB spent less leisure time at the Union after he moved into the dorms. Students from his dorm frequented the Hasty Tasty and the Badger Tavern on University Avenue. The Orpheum and the present-day Civic Center were two movie houses where JB went with dates. Haresfoot was still quite popular when he was at UW.

00:37:01	JB talks about boxing as a spectator sport at UW. Boxing matches were very emotional. Vito Parisi, a second-string heavyweight from "Spaghetti Corners," won a fight against a heavily-favored boxer from the University of Miami. People did not regard boxing as a particularly brutal sport.

00:39:31	JB was not very involved with religious groups on campus. He supported Harry Truman. The "Dewey Beats Truman" Chicago Tribune was sold at UW.

00:41:53	Most people drank beer. He had no knowledge of drugs on campus.

00:42:27	There is a 1948 copy of the Spectator, the men's dorm newspaper for which JB wrote, in his Oral History Project file.

00:42:58	The football team was not doing well in the late 1940s. Students were very harsh on Stuhldreher, who eventually resigned as coach. Ivy Williamson replaced him. There was a great interest in basketball; Bud Foster was coach. There was a fierce rivalry between UW and Iowa in basketball. There was no hockey team at the time. Football and basketball were the most popular sports.

00:47:48	Veterans were the majority of male students; they were not discriminated against. JB did not know many blacks. The stereotypical Jewish student was rich and from the East.

00:49:27	President Fred was highly respected. "Snowball" sold papers on Park Street.

00:51:30	JB achieved his career goal by going into radio news. He worked for three or four years at WJPG in Green Bay. He gradually realized he was more interested in politics and government, so he took a job on the "city hall beat" for the Press Gazette. In 1979 he came to Madison as a correspondent for that paper, a position he kept up until his retirement.

00:52:50	JB's experience as an undergraduate at UW was good. There were many students, particularly veterans, who wanted to get through school and get a job as quickly as possible. He made many lifelong friends while in Madison.

00:54:23	JB tells a story about campus cop Joe Hammersley catching he and some buddies plastering the Abe Lincoln statue on Bascom Hill.
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