Goals of the Women's Studies Program








The Women's Studies Program is interdisciplinary and serves to complement the student's major area of study.  Specific program goals are:


1.	Raising women's perceived value and women's own aspirations by providing access to: a) information on women's contributions to society; b) the ordinary and extraordinary stories of women's lives; c)	role models and mentors who clearly value women and are committed to improving women's lives.


2.	Improving our understanding of women's lives through:  a) expanding the available research methodologies; b) making explicit the effects of gender and other bias on research; and c) reframing women as subjects rather than objects of study and as central rather than peripheral to our understanding of the human condition.


3.	Empowering students to take control of their own lives and to work to improve the human condition through an understanding of the impact on our lives of: a) gender and its institutionalization; and b) the interlinking of gender and other asymmetric systems such as race, class, sexual orientation and age.


