Life Story/Background Questions

1. What activities did you enjoy doing as a child?

2. What was your first job? What did you like or not like about it?

3. What are some of the changes in our society that you have seen over your lifetime?

4. Who are your role models or mentors? Why?
5. What are some of your favorites? (color, food, ice cream, book, movie, song, sport, etc.)

6. How do you approach political and social issues?  Do you have a particular point of view? Are there specific issues that you feel particularly strongly about?

7. What is the most important value in human living? Explain.

8. What are some of your strengths and weaknesses?
9. Looking back over your entire life story, can you discern a central theme, message, or idea that runs throughout the story?  What is the major theme of your life story? Explain.

Work/Research Questions

1. I noticed that you have studied both the US, specifically Iowa, and the UK. How do these areas connect in your work? How did you elect to study these two areas?

2. How do the positions of Folklife Coordinator and Accessibility Coordinator inform one another?

3. What do you consider the most important work that you do or have done? Why?

4. When you talk about “folklife,” what do you mean? What, to you, are the most telling aspects of folklife? Why is it important to study folklife?

5. The Iowa State University website indicates that you are working on a book. Would you be willing to share anything about your book with me? Topics, why you chose to write on this subject, what you feel it brings to the discipline of folklore?

6. Are there topics you would like to study, especially within folklore, which you have not pursued yet? What are they?

