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First Interview Session (August 31, 2015): Digital File

00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction

00:01:57	Question: Why Provis came to UW? Did he spend at UW pre-matriculation? Answer: Provis wanted to go to Harvard, but it did not work out. His brother was attending UW, so that became one reason he came here. Memories on UW campus before coming to study. 

00:04:41	Question: Was going to college a given? Answer: Provis's mom and dad instilled in him the importance of going to college. His spoke here of his dad's history and what led the family to go to Port Washington, WI, where Provis attended high school.

00:07:04   Question: But I'm wondering about the transition for you in high school from Chicago to Port Washington? Answer: While it took a while, Provis transitioned just fine to Port Washington. And he came to college thinking he do something in a science or math field, but he explained how that changed during this first few semesters at UW.	

00:09:40	[no question] Calculus in college; Provis's thoughts about math in general, including how it applied to his later computer work. Freshman took calculus. Calculus, for Provis, was an adjustment to his other math courses. He enjoyed his high school math courses better, but math never left him; he explained why. He spoke here about how math helped him when he became a substitute teacher and librarian.

00:13:24	[no question] Early (as a freshman) days on campus, including Ogg Hall, alcohol, and his adjustment to being away home and from taking college classes. Provis moved into Ogg Hall as soon as he could. This early move-in, particularly getting involved in drinking beer, affected his class work. He said he almost dropped out; many people, including his brother, talked him into staying. Ironically, his brother dropped out soon after that.

00:16:36	[no question] Living in the dorm, he could eat every meal there except for Sunday night. So, Provis spoke here about places off campus on Sunday where he would go and eat. He listed many, including McDonalds, Burger Chef, Spud Nuts, and one local spot called Rennebohm's.

00:20:29	[no question] Provis remembered the routine in general, but registering was so onerous that he has blocked the specifics. He did not recall coming to the Stock Pavilion for any aspect of registration. But thinking about it reminded him that somewhere near there, he touched a cow.

00:22:41	Question: Where did he go to drink beer? Answer: Provis never brought beer/alcohol into the dorms. He would go to places to drink a beer, such as Paisan's. This led Provis to discuss Paisan's current "good food." 

00:24:16	Question: What classes, beside Calculus, did Provis take that first year? Answer: Provis had his transcripts, so he listed them. This led to Provis talking about his ROTC orientation and physical education classes. For "phys ed" he claimed he could not swim, which then got him into a swimming class, which is what he wanted.

00:28:07	[no question] Provis gained weight (around 40 pounds) that first year on campus; he explained why. He noted here that this weight gain helped him get out of the draft, a story he tells in more depth later. 

00:30:25	Question: Dow Riot (October 1967)? Answer: Provis had forgotten that the major Dow Riot occurred during his freshman year. He recalled what little he recalled about those days. He noted he marched very little that first year on campus.

00:31:59	Question: Anything else about that first year? Answer: Provis summarized that first year by calling it a struggle. He learned he could not handle more than 4 courses a semester, so he took summer school classes. He then spoke here about the English (literature?) classes "freaking" him out, about reading more books now that he is retired, and about composition classes and not being a writer. He tried to find classes or assignment that were pleasing, because most of college were like work.

00:36:39	Question: Year two? Answer: Provis returned to his first year and issues he had with his first roommate. His roommate his second year was Stephen Katz, and they got along. Provis was still "floundering" in trying to major in something math or science related. He took some history classes, which interested him and started him leaning towards the humanities. He reflected on what finally led him to break from a math and/or science track. He noted here too that he added secondary education towards the end of his time at UW.

00:42:28	Question: Involvement in protests that year? Answer: The Black Student Strike was an action that Provis became involved in; it was also the first time he interacted with the National Guard and experience being tear gassed. He noted he was a participant, not a leader. He understood some groups desired to include violence in their tactics, but he tried to be involved in actions that were peaceful and involved primarily the exchange of ideas. This led Provis to discuss he thoughts on current events with racial overtones.

00:46:40	Question: Final thoughts about year two? Answer:  Provis ended with his interest in documenting his time on campus, starting with a fire in Ogg Hall during his time there. Plus, he said that he never felt that Ogg Hall was a "high-rise slum," but he had heard others call it that. At the first Mifflin Street Block Party, Provis did not attend, but the tear gas from it floated up to his room in Ogg Hall.

00:49:31	[End of first session and introduction to second session.] 

00:49:55	[no question] Spring of 1969 and summer school classes.  

00:52:49	Question: Was Provis able to stay at Ogg Hall during the summer? Answer:  Provis talked briefly about staying at one of the Lakeshore dorms during the summer, as well as going back home to Port Washington for a few weeks each summer. He worked summers for the Wisconsin Historical Society. Working there led him to remember an anecdote about learning that Senator Robert Kennedy was assassinated.

00:56:25	Question: Work for the state historical society and influence on future career in librarianship? Answer: Provis worked as a page and also worked in the microfilm room. He talked about working with microfilm in the late 1960s/early 1970s. He also, when asked a follow-up question, said that his work at WHS probably influenced his eventually career in librarianship. He reminded the interviewer about his first career path (teaching) and his disinterest in it led to graduate school in librarianship at UW-Milwaukee.

01:00:02	Question: Year three and Fall 1969? Answer: Provis discussed falling in love with a young women from Maryland and how it--and an illness, probably scarlet fever--affected his Fall 1969 semester. He dropped out that semester. 

01:02:15	[no question] Return to UW after illness and heartbreak. He moved to Tripp Hall/Vilas House and met life-long friends there. Those people "saved" him, both personally and academically.

01:03:49	[no question] Provis talked about a couple of marches during Fall 1969 semester, including the Welfare Mothers' March and the Moratorium March. Provis spoke more about the Moratorium March, including spending time at Stock Pavilion, Capitol Building, and being "escorted" back down State Street by a Madison Police Officer.

01:06:56	[no question] Provis spoke here on the following: his draft number, Spring 1970 activities on campus, TAA Strike, and making sure he got his work done.

01:09:25	[no question] Kent State shootings. Provis remembered Spring 1970 semester as having no finals, except for one (Major American Poets). He also recalled pulling an all nighter, including playing a prank on a fellow dorm member, falling asleep while working at WHS, and becoming involved in a party line call.

01:13:07	[no question] Because of his brother's Air Force service, Provis was able to get some "dust-bugs." He explained what that meant. He purchased records and "underground" comics on State Street in Madison.

01:18:45	[no question] Spring of 1970. Provis took summer school that summer, including an English Literature class. Provis offered his memories and opinions of the Sterling Hall/Army Math Bombing in August 1970. Provis sympathized with the bombers' aims but not their actions. This led to a slowdown of protest on campus. 

01:21:10	[no question] Provis recalled no protests in 1970-71. He focused in this time period on the draft lottery. During this time the draft board called everybody in for a physical. Provis told a detailed anecdote about his experience that day. His weight helped to get him a 1Y deferment. Eventually his weight completely disqualified him.

01:25:41	[no question] Provis talked more about the draft, including some regret about not serving in Vietnam. He knew, however, that he didn't belong in the Army.

01:28:00	Question: Bombings on campus? Answer: Provis didn't recall any of those bombings. He attributed it to becoming less involved in the protest movement. He reminded the interviewer that the Spring 1970 semester was "screwy."

01:29:19	Question: Majoring in English and Secondary Education? Answer: While he thought about doing a history minor, he did not want to take another methods course. So, he took a minor in Secondary Education. When asked why he pursued Secondary Ed, Provis said he found out by the end that teaching would not suit him. This led to him talking a bit about a Co-op Housing project where he lived. His work at WHS and his understanding about not wanting to teach led him to graduate work in librarianship.

01:32:33	Question: Anything else? Answer: He wanted to talk about some things in general, such as dating (or really not dating). He talked about going on one date with a daughter of a Milwaukee broadcast news person.

01:35:01	[End of October 31 interview. Start of September 1 interview.] Provis talked about the housing co-op, where he lived his last semester, at least, of undergraduate. He also discussed roommate issues, the name of the building (Le Chateau), his responsibilities in the co-op.

01:38:29	[no question] Provis spoke more about housing, including the phone number(s), the co-op's layout, and the experience, in September 1972, of being in the house during an earthquake. He talked about making a friend while at the co-op, from whom he had since become estranged, and some of their experiences.

01:45:32	Question: Instructors at UW-Madison? Answer: Very few professors stood out for Provis. He talked about a few, including one literature and one history professor (didn't name names), particularly one assignment that this history professor gave the class. Some assignments/papers stood out but not names. He wrote a paper on talking chimps. And he recalled learning about generative grammar, which appealed to his math proclivities.

01:51:55	Question: Growing up in Chicago and Port Washington? Answer: Provis talked about growing up in Chicago, particularly its segregated communities. He also reminded the interviewer that he moved to Port Washington with almost no African Americans. This led Provis to discuss how he met African Americans at UW-Madison and how he discussed (or tried to discuss) racial issues. 

01:55:58	Question: People at UW-Madison? Answer: Provis spoke about two people, including Lynn Abramson, who Provis said were part of the "Vilas Group." He listed more members of that group.

01:58:21	Question: 1968 Democratic Convention in Chicago? Answer: He did not attend the event, but he offered his opinions about key politicos, such as Richard Daley, Richard Nixon, and Hubert Humphrey. He also talked about Robert Kennedy's assassination earlier that year and its effect on Democratic politics.

02:01:54	[no question] Provis offered his opinions about how the violence around that convention led to campus protest the following academic year (1968-1969).

02:04:00	Question: Return to UW-Madison as a retiree? Answer: Provis came back to UW-Madison to research an event that happened at Ogg Hall during his time there. The event had stuck with him for years, which led him back to UW-Madison and the UW-Madison Archives. Provis talked about the reputation of old Ogg Hall and a story about the elevator.

02:07:27	[no question] Provis found out, through his brother, that UW-Madison wanted stories about old Ogg Hall. UW Foundation created the "Ogg Blog." Provis went looking for it, a few years later, and couldn't find it. He explained the path he took to find old posts from the blog. But Provis still wasn't retired.

02:10:10	[no question] Provis explained the path, including needling from his brother, that finally got him back to Madison. Since 2009, he has attended some Badger football games with his brother and other friends. He also returned to the Wisconsin Historical Society for the first time in a long time. He offered a strong memory about a particularly football game, when the Badgers blew out the University of Indiana.

02:13:20	[no question] Provis discussed one specific friend, Rick Rosen, and the path he took to finally meet up with Rosen. They attended a Badger game together. This reminded him that the only year as an undergraduate was 1967; that team went 0-9-1.

02:15:47	[no question] Provis talked more about old friends that he reconnected with through Badger football. He reflected here on what these re-connections mean to him and what memories it has brought back.

02:19:04	[no question] Provis recalled a recent game and a broken TV in the stadium, which led him to discuss why he has despised social media. He talked about what resources he has used to reconnect with former classmates.

02:21:50	[no question] On a trip to Madison, staying at the new Union South Hotel, Provis came to the UW-Madison Archives to research an event that happened in Ogg Hall during his tenure there. On that trip in 2011, he found the name of the young man that one or two women asked him about back in the late 1960s. Provis eventually talked to young man to get his story. 

02:25:57	[no question] Provis talked about his returns to UW-Madison Archives, including some pop culture/movies of the time. He has also tried to research Ogg Hall to remind himself who lived in his dorm while he resided there.

02:29:29	End of interview. 

End of Interview #1445
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