he Kilects o ne Communities |

Jonathan Free and Professor Ari Anand S
Department of Geography and Anthropology, University of Wisconsin Eau Claire ™

Introduction 2 Where Do We Go From Here?
When people go online, they bring S 3 Digitized individuals can dynamically alter
with them their morals, language, eti- S 1. } ﬁﬁ??i‘;ﬂé’ fflmlg\llivr?eu; it/(i)doil:\gglt’:f\ee (z)l:\rlfslevgr?d There are different de.grees I their online persona to create what they want.
uette, thoughts, stereotypes, taboos echnology is incorporated into . , this 1 . -
galueS, and Ig;lany other %,apétors tha our dally lives. offline world to be blurred. H 20 dldgltl°zdes Onesellf. f EII?I\::;:IC.)I;[{ICIS&;'Z Illl(I)Itlli};Z OiIIlﬂ}}l,OC\;lStTIGSZEZte
make up their culture. In effect, at How? Facebook and other com- ~o SIlES, SUEn 25 FaEEorRlS Al oW s e O;:V. nhe N 10 Oy 99 o arUmS their online persona based on the online
individual's culture is transformed munities are live 24/7/365 and a input any and all of our personal informa- where they Just need a username OR one medi their offl: It To under-
can log on to a forum where they need to T &y ML QP

of you. This allows our online self to become

a continuation of our offline self.

stand why someone takes on a different or
mesh with other digitized people and the same persona online, one must correlate
their culture. This Independent Study f it to their offline persona and their offline

1s going to look at how technology af- 6 culture to get an accurate understanding.
fects peeple in B culture.by ShsSas Becoming more .involved in the Language ideology s Ly vx{hat. C.h aracterist'ic.s .Of - ?OCi_
ing how people interact with one an- online forums causes one to can be a useful aid in being ac- As a user decides ety, culture, and individual get digitized 1s a

other on various online forums. cepted quicker into an online com- how “digitized” they want to be, significant step in better understanding the

become more integrated with - :
technoloay. makin J the berson I By using the Salle lan- or are pressured to be by the culture, one online and offline culture.
ay; g P guage ideology as the audience, the can see language ideology at work. Lan- |

more cybernetic. user has an easier time expressing guage ideology is utilized in order to com-

53 intentions, avoiding hostility, and municate intended goals with the

add personal information, a photo, etc.

Instance 1: | | 2 clfifimed e e dhan being trusted. rest of the forum, such as what

V: thank the Lord for this group, having the username says.

lost my mother to cancer i know the pain assimilate into the online com- § 4b.

°f marening | fouec one e femiec T T TLLLLLLLLLLL IUINIAIES CEEl el § Less Personalized Communication

care they need becau?e the insurance com- N By limiting how much one expresses online, the indi-
ginéislizinzoagxigé because she had 4a. vidual stays less connected with the other people,

Medicare and Medicaid so the doctors did Personalized Communication which causes less personal communication. The line

whatever they could to her to for the in- Someone who appears more human dividing the two worlds is more defined. These forums
surance money... Till there was nothing online (by showing their offline name are more like bulletin boards. Comments consist of less

left of her to treat. Sadly, we didn '1': online, displaying their real picture online, personal content such as stating one’s opinion about a
realize that until 1t was to late. It's etc.) is seen as more credible and can topic and not talking to anyone specifically
not just greedy insurance companies, its - ith oth ier The li while not replying to another individual
greedy doctors behind it too. communicate with others easier. The line S eplying

between the two worlds in the same forum.

: : health —
fline one. They have their own coherence, often focused | IR LA AT T
cause the government started pockling 1ts

around a sh§r§d interest or condlt.lon. Within these digital | | o,
worlds, individuals can take on different personae. My every time government is involved in
research topic pertains to patterns and behaviors of online | eI s1sERete kol o137 -Fallc lo=1-Rak s | sk ol

individuals on facebook.com and foxnews.com (Wilson
and Peterson) Name one 1instituition 1n our government

that i1isn't in financial crises, the same

. . : : will happen in the health care reform
Each forum implies certain assumptions on how and why | [ o

10 participate in each community. When communicating | W el o0 0e) ol olNee L NI Lk
with other individuals, one slowly comprehends the lan-
guage rules and communication styles, which are a part Instance 2

of the language 1deology. Language ideology is defined [no display picture] JI1:

Orientation is more blurred. The language ideology =

While online communities are related to an offline cul- Instance 1: it?rflgt“;‘;il;?:s lts J;:;:Zlizl’)sogigzsg,e .=.
2 : . [no displa icture] Jl: This mess with > -

ture, they have their own culture independent of the of: pLay p use. Users not as digitized do not have the :

same language 1deology and may miscom-
municate 1ideas. This can cause the new
users to be perceived
as strangers.

Instance 1:
D: It's not your money Obama...how about
giving 1t back to us???

S

Instance 2:
Sb G: Setting your hopes on the unpredictable
Less digitized people are not taken as se- weather for renewable energy like wind and

T riously by the online community. This solar power isn't the way out of this mess
may cause quicker hostility towards their snergyideallst. S8 18 godng Lo LhLow money
ideas and make it more difficult to be ac- at temporary constructilion projects that are

) : just TEMPORARY !
cepted into the community.
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