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Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:23	Duard Walker was born in Bishop, a small farming community in Owens Valley, California.  He recalls that his father and other farmers blew up the aqueduct that the city of Los Angeles was erecting to divert the water from the Owens River to its residents.  Owens Valley became a desert once the aqueduct was completed.

00:03:03	DW's family then moved to Merced, another farming community in California.  California's strong bussing program made it possible for DW to attend city schools.

00:04:25	DW wanted to become an engineer when he was young.  He was directed toward medicine by his mother, who came from a family of doctors, and by a high school chemistry teacher.

00:05:38	There was never any question about which school DW would attend.  Because it was the Depression and the money DW's family had was tied up in land, DW decided to attend Berkeley, which did not charge tuition.  The only fee he paid was $18.50 per semester for incidental fees.

00:08:05	DW worked very hard at Berkeley.  To earn extra money, he waited on tables.  He explains that he spent his first semester at Davis, because he was intimidated by the large size of the Berkeley campus.  He then transferred to Berkeley and completed a program in pre-medical studies.

00:10:11	At the time, students who wanted to enrage their fathers announced they were card-carrying members of the Communist party.  One professor told DW he was not concerned about the communists handing out literature on campus because all it took to convert a communist back to capitalism was fifty shares of General Motors stock.

00:11:48	DW attended Berkeley from 1939 to 1943.  When the war broke out in 1941, he joined the navy.  He then completed medical school in the V-12 system.

00:13:20	The first year of medical school was given at Berkeley; the following years were given in San Francisco.  DW contrasts the formal clothes medical students wore at San Francisco to the casual clothes medical students wear today.

00:16:10	DW spent three years at medical school.  Students were given no vacations in order to compress four years of schooling into three.

00:18:03	DW completed his medical degree in June 1945, shortly after his twenty-first birthday.  He was sent to do an internship at Shoemaker Naval Hospital in Livermore, California.  Because he was married, he was not sent to the Pacific and was instead put on inactive duty.

00:21:28	DW was not able to pursue his primary interest of surgery because of a shortage of positions, and instead took a teaching assistantship at the Institute for Experimental Biology in Berkeley's anatomy department. DW applied for a National Research Council fellowship to train in virology at the Rockefeller Institute.

00:26:46	End of side.

Tape 1/Side 2

00:26:50 	DW was accepted by Frank Horsfall at the Rockefeller Institute.  He and his wife experienced a great shock when they reached New York and learned his monthly salary of $300 would barely support them and their new baby.  The two years in New York were difficult, especially for DW's wife.

00:29:37	DW and his wife then returned to San Francisco, where he was given a fellowship to study microbiology at the Hooper Foundation.

00:30:00	He explains that he wanted training in clinical internal medicine and virology.  But at the time, departments of medicine did not want to hire a specialist in infectious diseases because they believed any general internist could handle this area.  DW then decided to accept a position at the UW in preventive medicine and medical microbiology instead.  He was given a generous offer: an associate professorship and an annual salary of $7,500.

00:32:42	Little was known about virology in the early 1950s, and virologists studied fewer than a dozen viruses.  The field has dramatically expanded, and specialists now study thousands of virus infections.

00:34:40	DW took the place of Paul Clark, who had recently retired.  He explains why Clark had the nickname “Fish-kettle” Clark.

00:36:18	At the time DW joined the department, preventive medicine was a clinical department because it was responsible for student health services.  The hospital had beds reserved for students who contracted infectious diseases.

00:37:32	DW talks about his arrival at the university in 1952.  The following year, shortly after he and his wife bought a house in Madison, he was ordered to report to the Naval Medical Research Institute in Bethesda, Maryland.

00:41:35	DW explains that he studied influenza while in Maryland.  He and his family returned to Madison in 1955.

00:42:36	DW remembers that when he first came to the UW, he was surprised by how small and old-fashioned the medical school was.  E.B. Fred was impatient with Dean William S. Middleton's unwillingness to apply for funding from the National Institutes of Health to expand the research program within the medical school.  DW recalls how informal his interviews with Middleton and Fred were.

00:49:30	By the time DW returned to Madison in 1955, Middleton had been replaced by John Z. Bowers.  Great turmoil ensued.  A seven-member committee, including DW, was elected by the faculty to study the problems Bowers caused within the medical school.  DW explains that it was a very difficult time for the school.

00:52:30	The school was extremely polarized by the Bowers issue.  The committee conducted numerous interviews and consulted with the university committee.  No one in the medical school knew the rules under which the school was supposed to operate.

00:55:18	DW says that Bowers did not know he did not have the authority to hire a faculty member from an outside department to a tenured position without the approval of the executive committee.

00:56:56	End of side.  End of tape.




Tape 2/Side 1

00:56:58	DW continues his discussion of the John Z. Bowers incident.  He finds fault with Fred for charging Bowers with the task of modernizing the medical school without informing Bowers that he had to work cooperatively with others.  Bowers' personal manner was abrupt and he relished the power he wielded, which exacerbated the problem.  DW lists some of Bowers' controversial actions, such as personally recruiting several faculty members to the UW without consulting any faculty members.

01:01:28	Initially the faculty supported Bowers and his plans to improve the medical school.  But soon they realized he was exercising too much power.  It was the retirement of Erwin Schmidt in surgery and Bowers' recruitment of Jack Cole as the new chairman, despite the preference of the surgery faculty for Tony Curreri, that finally brought the situation to a head.

01:04:30	The faculty began to learn that Bowers was ignoring university regulations for hiring.  When he brought his recommendation of Cole to the biological divisional committee, the committee rejected him on the grounds that the medical school's executive committee had never approved Cole.  Bowers ordered the executive committee to approve Cole, but the committee refused.

01:06:37	DW talks about the difficulties the committee that investigated the Bowers incident faced.  The committee did not make detailed notes of its findings because it knew faculty members might face consequences for their statements.

01:08:00	The committee decided unanimously that Curreri could not become chair of the surgery department and that Bowers could no longer be dean of the medical school.  The Board of Regents was initially unsympathetic to the committee's report, but was eventually convinced by the committee's recommendations.

01:12:00	Faculty members on both sides of the issue continued to feel anger toward the committee members for a long time.  Robert Hickey was eventually hired as chairman of surgery, but was not successful and soon left the UW.  Curreri then became chairman, but was also not successful.  DW talks about Curreri's work in introducing chemotherapy to the treatment of cancer.

01:16:01	DW does not see any lingering effects of the Bowers incident on the medical school.  Although the school has had many deans since Bowers, DW points out that medical schools around the country have started hiring deans for shorter periods of time because the administrative responsibilities of deans have dramatically expanded and consequently deans soon become burned out.

01:19:50	The medical microbiology department is now careful to follow all administrative rules when hiring faculty members.  Although they are not allowed to vote, assistant professors are able to influence the executive committee's decisions by giving their opinions at meetings.

01:21:45	DW did not play an important role in the construction of the new hospital.  The medical microbiology department remained in the old building.  It is now trying to obtain a new building, to be called Microbial Sciences, in conjunction with the department of agricultural bacteriology and the department of food microbiology and toxicology. The graduate programs offered by these three departments have been merged, although the departments themselves will remain separate.

01:26:47	DW was chairman of medical microbiology from 1970 to 1976, at which time he asked to be relieved of the position.  J.B. Wilson from the bacteriology department then took the position for four years.

01:28:12	End of side.
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01:28:14	DW talks about the succession of chairs after Wilson.

01:29:22	He discusses his career in the Navy Reserves.

01:30:56	Beginning in 1974, DW served as a consultant to a new medical school in Benghazi, Libya.  He recalls delivering a briefcase containing bacteria samples to the school’s microbiology department.  He describes the school.

01:41:33	In 1977, DW became the Paul F. Clark Professor of Medical Microbiology.  He talks about Clark’s background and career at the UW.

01:44:22	DW talks about some of his other awards and honors.

01:46:04	DW tells an anecdote relating to the birth of one of his children.  He and the interviewer discuss the desegregation of the Navy.

01:50:32	He talks about his retirement activities, and expresses his regret that emeritus professors are no longer given a free parking space.  DW comments on the shortage of research funding in the 1970s and its effects on the faculty and department.

01:59:19	End of side.  End of tape.
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