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00:00:03  GR lives at 111 Bob-o-link Dr. Richmond, Kentucky where he serves as the chairman
of the Department of History at Eastern Kentucky University.  He has had a teaching position
since 1956. 

00:00:19  Attended UW from September 1946-June 1948.  1948 he received his bachelors and
masters degree in history.  Also attended UW from June 1950- August 1953 working for 
doctorate in history.  He received that degree in June 1956.  Undergraduate from 1946-7 having 
attended Oberlin College for four semesters and Miami university of Ohio for 2 semesters during 
participation in U.S. Navy B-12 program.

00:01:05  Became graduate student at UW after September of 1947.

00:01:13  Graduated from Cedar Falls H. S. in Iowa in 1944.  Considered attending 
Northwestern University but Navy called him into B-12 program at Oberlin College in July 
1944.  

00:01:36  Received honorable discharge from the Navy in May 1946, then decided to go to UW 
that fall to complete undergraduate work and finish NROTC training which was 3/4 completed.  
There was no NROTC unit at State University of Iowa and UW was closest school available with 
such a program.  He was only able to attend UW because of his Navy attachment due to 
over-enrollment that fall and limited admission to state residents.

00:02:38  Grandfather, father (1916) and 2 uncles (1914, 1908) graduates of UW.  Oldest 
uncle, Edgar Eugene Robertson, had received honorary degree from UW and this made GR more 
attractive for consideration for enrollment.  

00:03:30  Both parents originally from WI; his mother worked as a secretary for UW College of 
Education.  

00:04:21  Fall 1946 he experienced pressure of enlarged enrollments.  UW student population 
1945=8,000 jumped to 18,000 in 1946.  

00:04:50  In Cedar Falls he met his undergraduate advisor later on one of his associates in the 
profession of history--William Best Hesseltine.  Hesseltine had been a teacher in England last 
part of 1945 with GR father.  GR father was a Professor of government.

00:05:40  Hesseltine forbidding kind of person, who didn't act as though he wanted to advise 
GR very much.  Over the years GR recognized that he had a unique personality, was very 
dedicated to history, deep love for humanity which he hid behind a rough exterior, genuine 
pacifist, believed in peace.

00:06:51  Courses at UW to blend in with credits received at Oberland and Miami U.  1947 
UW ended program of having a 3rd 16 week semester.

00:08:16  Long lines for registration. 

00:08:25  Story in paper:  [governor] LaFollette stood in line for his son because his son had 
another obligation.

00:08:38  Class cards picked up at Armory.

00:08:57  He took many history courses, had to take electives from arts and science, he took 
economics, English literature, philosophy and 2 naval science courses.

00:09:56  All classes in Bascom or on hill.

00:10:24  Decided to be history major while at Oberland; uncle Edgar was a prominent historian.

00:11:09  No dress codes--girls wore more dresses, men wore shirts, no ties, khaki clacks/pants.  Professors wore suits and ties.

00:13:20  Average class size 100 (sometimes larger) in lower level courses; around 35-40 per 
class in upper division courses.

00:13:42  Prof. William Kiekhofer economics, every Friday he got a skyrocket from his students
along with the weekly quizzes.  

00:15:51  Not necessary to address professors as Dr. because it was assumed that all at WI had 
one, therefore addressed as Mr. 

00:16:30  1946 classes began as 7:45, 50 minute classes.

00:19:50  Teachers that influenced him most--Fred Harvey Harrington of history (later President 
of UW), GR's principal graduate advisor 1947-8; others--Curti, Hesseltine.  

00:23:10  GR didn't live on campus because no room available for housing due to large number 
of students.  He lived at Truax field, an old air base on the outskirts of Madison beyond N. 
Washington Ave.  Several thousand--5,000 students lived here, some were married.  Took bus 
to classes, about 5-10 miles.  Housing consisted of converted barracks with concrete floors, 
desks (provided by the University) and cots.

00:24:35  Special camaraderie developed.  GR lived here 1946-spring of 1947 then transferred 
to dorm on campus during the summer.  He lived in Richardson house off Lake Mendota.  
Reason he lived in dorms in summer:  1) Truax field closed in summer.  2) Dorms available 
because of small student population in summer.  Truax cost-$15/mo., room in a house in 
town-$4-6/wk., dorm-$240/summer (food included).  GI bill each month of $65.

00:26:23  Two roommates at Truax: David Wothe from Plymouth, WI--vet., graduated from 
UW with degree in agriculture; William Kitze from N. Wisconsin--graduated with an English 
major, became a bartender in N. Wisconsin which is what he wanted to do.  

00:27:46  Housefellow for each wing of barracks.   Cohesiveness as in dorm does not exist at 
Truax.  Cost of meal at Truax cafeteria  $.65.

00:29:10  GR was somewhat involved in politics.  Movie he remembers seeing at that time--Al 
Jolsen Story.

00:29:33  Intramural sports.

00:29:40  Bus ride, picked up at Union.

00:30:20  No visible discrimination.  

00:31:10  Leisure reading consisted of studies of history, sometimes a book or two a day.

00:31:56  Listened to lot of radio, Wayne King and his orchestra, and news.  He read the Daily 
Cardinal; he wrote an article about Truax, Tommy Truax fictional character representing real 
experiences.

00:33:18  He edited True Axe, a mimeographed newspaper, its motto, "All the news that's print 
to fit," (opposite of New York Times motto).

00:33:37  Many vets at Truax.  

00:34:36  Football big activity, success limited.  Basketball won Big Ten in his first year.  
Boxing competitive at that time.

00:39:28  Jr. Prom, King elected by student body then King chose Queen.

00:41:32  1947-48 student government involvement; assisted with Truax Party campaigning.
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00:44:40  George Fisher was GR's reason for becoming editor of the True Axe.

00:45:03  Truax charged of violating student constitution which stated:  it is not permissible to 
promote one candidate for student government unless you give all candidates equal 
representation.  Fisher supported Truax candidate in True Axe.  He then persuaded GR to take 
responsibility for the violation.  

00:47:07  GR had to go in front of the student government which was comprised of law 
students.  GR was fined $25.

00:49:02  GR nominated to run for student government, but couldn't accept because candidate 
had to be a junior or less to be eligible to serve.  Others running for office concerned with 
establishing reputation.

00:51:05  President Edmond Fred, behind scenes type but firm hand.  1951 UW football to 
Rose Bowl, Fred announced classes will be held; dedication to education.

00:52:36  Ramsburger and Bogholt of Philosophy department, McKane and Stokkes of Political 
Science influential to GR.

00:53:30  Bon fire night, parade on homecoming eliminated because of destruction to State Street.

00:54:02  Book stores.

00:56:37  Completed required American Revolution course with Merrill Jensen in the 8-week 
summer session.

00:57:40  Intramural softball with NROTC.

01:00:00  Graduated September 20, 1947.  Started graduate school September 29, 1947.

01:01:22  1948 got teaching experience, taught for 2 years, returned to WI in 1950 to go for
doctorate. 

01:03:46  1956 his brother received Bachelor of Law degree and GR received Doctorate of
Philosophy degree in history; ceremony at Camp Randall Field.

01:04:50  UW main source of educational inspiration.
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