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--0:00
(noise)

[Anonymous]: 

-- 1:44

Attention please. I will now introduce our pilot, who would like to address you. Our pilot for this journey is originally from the east. She earned her wings here at UW-Madison, and then gained co-pilot experience in upstate New York. She recently returned to the Midwest, and our university is now proud to call her, Chancellor Biddy Martin. Chancellor Martin, you now have the controls.
(applause)

-- 2:12
[Biddy Martin:] 

Good evening. Welcome aboard (laughter). When I heard about the theme for this evening, the flight I was going to pilot, I was a little skeptical. But then I realized that being at the controls of a plane with all of you on it, headed at the same direction that I get to set the direction, is a great fantasy that I can buy in to (laughter). 

I should let you know that I ordered only economy seats. This is Wisconsin (laughter). But then some of these folks got into first class. I don’t know how it happened.

We are eight hundred and sixty feet above sea level at this point. No delays anticipated, because of weather or low flying geese, or volcanic ash. If you look out of the window on your left, you might see some meteors. I made that one up myself (laughter). That was unscripted. It didn’t work out that well  (laughter).

This plane that we’re supposedly on is going to be donated by WARF to the university when the flight is over. You don’t get that one either (laughter). Ok then (inaudible)(laughter).
I want to welcome all of you here on this flight to the Town Center. In particular I would like to welcome the trustees of the Morgridge Institute for Research, of the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation, or WARF, and the Memorial Union, or Union, Trustees. We’re delighted to have you and also our gold sponsor Ballinger. Thank you all for being here tonight. And to the entire community, thank you for coming.
(applause)

-- 4:04
Alright, I’m scripted to say that the flight’s going to take about an hour. Yeah. But the in-flight entertainment is excellent. (laughter). It’s already started. (inaudible) There are no in-flight snacks. But at the end of the flight there’s a gorgeous reception, and that’s sponsored by the Town Center, as, uh, as a symbol of the welcoming kind of place that the Town Center will be. 

Many of you have been in audiences to celebrate or welcome the formation of the two scientific institutes that will have their home in the Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery on University Avenue, the Morgridge Institute and the Wisconsin Institute for Discovery.

We’re here today to celebrate the Town Center, which is meant to be a place that brings together not only the scientists and scholars, the staff and students from around the campus, but is meant to be an opening to the entire community, indeed the entire state and beyond. And the purpose of the Town Center—there are actually a number of purposes—but one of the primary ones is to promote scientific literacy, to welcome the public in, to learn more about science in general as well as science at the UW-Madison, to reach out to K through 12 and pre-K, to get young people interested in science, also in the UW-Madison and the intellectual community that it represents. For the UW-Madison, this is an extraordinary development, and it’s going to be a great asset at the university. It’s already begun to be an asset for the university, insofar that it can bring together the crowds that the two institutes and the Town Center celebrations already might have brought together. So I’m delighted to have all of you here, and I hope that you’re looking forward to taking advantage of this building and this project. It’s a public-private partnership, [inaudible]. Its goal is not only to promote the research and education, but also to produce solutions to some of the earth’s most urgent problems, and to speed up the rate at which our discoveries become solutions. I hope you all take part, as you’re taking part tonight, and I’m now going to turn the controls, as they say, over to the one really in control, somebody who appreciates the importance of research, education, and outreach for the good of the state, nation, and the world, and who has been an extraordinary supporter of UW-Madison, a proud alum, our Governor, Jim Doyle. 
(applause)

-- 7:01
[Gov. Doyle:]

First of all, I’m all about trains these days, not airplanes, but all aboard.

I am really delighted, and I am getting extremely excited and just a little bit worried about that opening in December. I have been assured by Carl that it will open before I leave office. There can’t be any hiccup in the plan here. But I want to say that I have in my time as Governor been able to witness and in some small ways participate in some really remarkable moments. And one of them for me was sitting in my office talking to John and Tashia Morgridge and Carl Gulbrandsen and John Wiley about what the next steps should be, that we had made such enormous investments in the research facilities, billions of dollars that had been put into the research facilities of this university, the kind of cross-discipline research we now have and beautiful buildings and great researchers. There have been enormous breakthroughs that have given Madison an international profile in biomedical research and research in regenerative cures. What was the next step? And the discussion—this is one where I would like to say I was a participant; I was more of a witness to watching some very smart people talk about what the next steps should be. And the next step was a vision that we were able to put together about two institutes, a private-funded and a university-funded institute—that would bring together the best of private and public research, at a center where we could move the research much more rapidly into the market place and we could do it in a way that provided people from all over the state and all over the country and all over the world to come and understand the research that was going on. And it was from that meeting that the Morgridge Research Institute and the Wisconsin Institute for Discoveries were born. 

It really was an example of the Wisconsin Idea at its absolute best. People figuring out we’ve done a lot of great things, and there are a lot of universities and states that would have said look, we’ve built all those research facilities, let’s just take, let’s just settle in now for a while, and there are places like Madison that say what is the next step and what is the one we should take. And the Town Center of course was a critical part of the vision of how the community and the scientific community, but also the non-scientific community could come and be part of these incredible institutes. And so I watched that building go up on that piece of land where I know some of you have heard me say, and I see some old Madisonians here that now that you used to be able to buy cigarettes when you were 16 at that rent-a-bombs. There’s a lot of history, and, in fact, we used to be able to come in here when you were in high school and there was always, there was 18 beer age in those days and nobody ever checked anything, you could come in and there was always some college party going on in this room. So I’ve got a lot of great memories.

But to watch in that center of our campus, so strategically placed, with computer sciences and engineering and biochemistry and all of the facilities right there, to watch that be constructed is fantastic. And its opening is truly going to be another great statement of the leadership of the University of Wisconsin at Madison. I just have spent a number of days at Bio in Chicago, and I’ve had the chance to reflect a little since then about what it was when I first when to Bio, and had to explain to people what was going on in Madison. Some of them had heard about Jamie Thompson and some of the things and many of them, you know, many graduates of there. But now when I go… in fact I’m actually in meetings and get very, very proud when I heard other people talking about what is happening in Madison. And the tremendous, the research, the business opportunities that have grown out of the biosciences and life sciences here in this community. It’s taken a lot of people who have done that but I particularly want to thank the board of regents, who have supported this every step of the way, the WARF board, and there is just not a greater group of people who have supported research around the world and supported the University of Wisconsin than the members of that board, the board at the Morgridge Institute, Research Institute, and so many others that have been there to support this every step of the way. 

But there have been two people who have really made this possible. There was a state that had, I mean in those days we actually had money and so we put 50 million dollars up. And WARF, although they won’t tell you this, but they actually have quite a bit of money. And WARF, WARF was willing to put 50 million dollars up. But once again it was the generosity of two of the finest alumni that this university has ever produced that allowed this project to move forward. And they have done it with their trademark of curiosity, interest, humility, and grace, but all the time, carefully shepherding this exactly the way they want it to go. And I am eternally and will be forever thankful to them. But I hope that all the people of this state understand that in John and Tashia Morgridge, we have two people who not only expanded research here in ways that will help cure illnesses, but have provided funds for students to be able to get scholarships to afford an education, to have backed volunteerism and community service with the project at the Red Gym, who have supported the rebuilding of the beautiful Ed. School right on Bascom Hill, and that’s just the ones you know about. There are so many other ways that they have supported this university. We are incredibly grateful. And with that I would like to present to you John and Tashia Morgridge. 
(applause)

-- 14:16
[John Morgridge:] 

You know flying is not a bad way to go across the country. But it’s not the most interesting way. How many of you have gone across the country on blue highways? Does anyone know what blue highways are? 

You know what an interstate is. Interstates connect large cities. 

Blue highways connect small towns. And my wife and I have had occasion to ride a lot of blue highways. And one of the trademarks of blue highways and small towns are cafes. And as a matter of fact, for a small town, a café is a must. If there isn’t a café, there probably isn’t a town. I mean, it really comes down to that. And we probably sampled three to four hundred cafes in small towns. They usually go by a first name. They always have café and that’s the sign, the standard sign, you can buy it, and then you can put on glass window your own name. Sally. John. Once in a while “mothers,” you know. I’ve never seen a “fathers,” but maybe there is one. And you can find it easily. They’re always on their main street, right in the center of the town. They serve food and coffee. Actually, you know, one thing nice about cafes is that if you read one menu, you’ve read them all. You don’t have to look at the menu ever again, because it’s identical. I went in to a café called John’s. And I knew there was a standard menu, but they specialized in eggs. So I said I’d like two poached eggs. You know what they said? We don’t do poached eggs (laughter). Not only did the say they don’t do poached eggs, but I went in there a month later and they had a sign up on the wall that said, “No credit cards, no checks, and no poached eggs” (laughter). The other thing I like about them is the coffee. You know, it’s coffee that’s always very hot, but you can always see to the bottom of the cup. It’s a wonderful thing, you can always see right to the bottom. And it’s barely sold for a round 50 cents. 

But cafés are not for food. That’s not why people go there. They’re gathering places. They’re gathering places of communities. And as I’ve said, you’ve gone to a lot of them. There’s news there. There’s information there. There’s observations there. And there are generally a lot of opinions. That seems one of the factors. They’re community gathering places. And what’s interesting about them is there are different folks at different times. Before 6, it’s the working people. I’m sorry before 8 it’s the working people. Between 8 and 9 it’s the men and then the women that come in. And at lunch it’s the retired and the town visitors. We’re opening a Town Center. We’re opening a gathering place, right in the center of this university. The location is perfect. We don’t have one main street we have two. One on either side. It’s the center of the campus. It’s ground zero for science. Chemistry, computer science, biotech, biology, engineering, Camp Randall, I don’t know how that got in there but I see it down there. The science of foot ball. Certainly we invest a lot in it. And they’ve got a wonderful building, haven’t been in it (laughter).

We’re taking a risk however. We’re going to have good food. We’re going to have a wonderful bakery. We’re going to serve Babcock ice cream. And there’s lots of room in this gathering place, for groups large and small. There’ll be facts, information, observations, and yes, opinions. Lots of crossroads leading to this café (big pause). A chance for planned and unplanned meetings. So next year, in January, why don’t we get together there. You can’t miss it. It’s right in the center of campus, on University, between University and Johnson. See you there. Thank you.
(applause)

-- 20:59
[Tashia Morgridge:] 

Nothing like a warm-up act. You know, the things that’s interesting to me is that we already have a gathering. And you are gathered here. And the reason you’ve probably come is that you’re curious. And that’s really one of the goals of the Town Center. We want curious minds to want to come there. Maybe you’re curious because you smelled coffee, but you can’t see the bottom of the cup. Maybe you’re curious because there’s bread baking, and you want to walk through and pick up a loaf of bread. Maybe you’re curious because you want to figure out what the science is that’s going on in this place. But curiosity is what we need, because curiosity leads to learning. And you’re all here also because you’re all life-long learners. And that’s what we’re looking for. We want lifelong learners that are in school and inspired. We want lifelong learners that are my age and older.

And when you’re teaching, one of the interesting things and most stimulating things (inaudible) is what I’ve always called the “aha” moment. Aha, I get it. Aha, I understand. There’s a spark, a spark of understanding that happens. And we’re hoping that students will come to the Town Center, or the embedded teaching labs, where there will be 6 to 12 opportunities for education. We’re hoping there will be a lot of aha moments, that sparks will definitely happen. We’re also hoping that the fact that there are opportunities to just wonder in, perhaps when you’re not looking for something particular. But you might wonder in and you might meet somebody. You never know what kind of spark will happen there. Keep that in mind. 

There are some beautiful places where you can come and bring your computer, and you can work for the day. There are little nooks where you can have a cup of coffee with that spark person. There will also be all kinds of demonstrations of sciences that will be happening there. And we’re hoping those will set off sparks. Another thing we’re hoping is that the scientists themselves, just by being a place in a place where interactions can happen. When those scientists come together, we’re hoping that they will talk, that they will exchange ideas, just as you will when you’re in the Town Centers, and that their ideas will bounce off of each other, and there once again, sparks will happen. And those sparks, who knows, just as those sparks that you see when meeting someone, sparks of inspiration might happen when scientists meet either intentionally, or because they’re having a cup of coffee or a dish of Babcock ice cream together. You never know when those inspirations, those aha moments, will happen, when they’ll say I get it. That’s what we can do. That’s what can lead to the next new discovery. So, we invite you to bring your curiosity, first of all, to test out the Town Center here, and also to come December and as John said in January and bring your curiosity to the Town Center and to the Institutes of Discovery. We would love to have all those sparks fly there. Thank you very much.

And it’s my privilege to introduce Carl Gulbrandsen. And I’m going to his official title then I’m going to tell you some other things. It says right here, Carl Gulbrandsen, managing director, WARF, chair, Morgridge Institute for Research board. Now, Carl is one of these people who makes things happen. He definitely knows not only how to organize things, he knows how to motivate people. And he may be a kind of a quite spoken Norwegian, or is it Swedish (laughter)? He may be quiet spoken, but he’s also the kind of guy who sees right to a problem and tells it how it is. He doesn’t beat around the bush, and no matter what he tells you, he smiles first (laughter).

So I’d like to introduce, Carl Gulbrandsen.
(applause)

-- 26:53
[Carl Gulbrandsen:]

Thank you Tashia. I’ll try not to crash the plane (laughter).

Not too long after the announcement of the Morgridges to provide a substantial gift to make the Wisconsin Institutes of Discovery a reality, I was talking with John something, the president of WARF board, and I asked John if WARF should provide help in any way for the Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery project. And john said something that was absolutely shocking to me. He said Carl, “I know you like patents and licensing a lot, but I don’t. That’s not what excites me. Helping the university to bring the Wisconsin Institutes of Discovery – that would really excite me.” He said WARF should not just help, WARF should be a full partner with the university and the Morgridges in making this dream come true. 

But John’s reaction was shared by the rest of the trustees, and soon thereafter, they approved WARF’s role in the Wisconsin Institute of Discovery’s project. And when a project like this occurs, the public sees the implementers of the dream. People like George Austin, our project manager, get this project on schedule, on budget, and will deliver it in time for the grand opening in December. And George, you better do that, because if you don’t, you’ll be in a lot of hot water here. 

So what the public doesn’t see are those people behind the scenes who provide the absolutely critical support, guidance, wisdom, and discipline. And for me, that’s the WARF board of trustees. Without them, this project wouldn’t happen. So I’d like to give them a round of applause.

Our trustees are all very successful, and they all share a deep love for the university. I’m going to introduce John Roe, the president of the board, to make some comments. But before he gets up here I want to say a few things about John, because John in my mind is a renaissance person. John received his undergraduate degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and then he received his law degree at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He’s worked his entire career in the utility industry. But John’s passion is history; ancient history he works at. John and his wife Jean have endowed two chairs at the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s history department. On the science side, John and Jean have also endowed a virology chair at the Morgridge Institute for Research. In his work day life, however, John’s the CEO and Chairman of Exelon, one of the largest electrical companies in the world. Exelon generates much of its electric energy from nuclear power. The company owns more nuclear power plants than most countries in the world. In fact I’ve heard that it’s second only to France. So John and his life bridges that gap between what C.P. Snow referred to as the two cultures: humanities and science. Several years ago, John helped organize and sponsor a Center for the Humanities symposium on bridging the gap between the two cultures. And John’s example of bridging that gap and wanting others to work to bridge that gap, has to a great extent inspired what we call what will happen in the Town Center. 
(applause)

-- 30:46
[John Roe:]

Carl is, of course, too kind. The real secret is that if you advise Carl to advise what he wanted to do in the first place, you get to be president of WARF. But I want to tell you just a little bit about WARF, of course, not how much money we have (laughter), and how it is that we can help with the Wisconsin Institutes for Discoveries, the Morgridge Institute, and Town Center. 

WARF is the product of the vision of a truly great Badger, Eric Steenbock. Not only did he do pioneering work on Vitamin D and its uses, but back in the ‘30s, he decided to build a new institution, which would take the results of his research and invest it here in Madison in other research provided that folks did the same with their patents and shared the results along the way. And the WARF we have today, which has over the past several decades given more than a billion dollars to the university, is very much a direct result of Eric Steenbock’s vision. It is the result also of a great many people’s work, Carl among them, and very especially Hector DeLuca, whose 80th birthday was celebrated recently. He’s Steenbock’s successor as the Vitamin D guru and, hopefully, there will continue to be successors because Hector assures me that if there is a fountain of youth it is in the shape of the Vitamin D molecule (laughter).

But WARF is committed to the board of regents, to WID, because of our deep belief in the university, our deep belief in science, and our deep belief in collaborative research. We wanted to use part of our resources to make certain that there was a new forum for creating collaboration, for what former chancellor Wiley calls the serendipity of research, a place where we could help further our agenda to keep making the university better and I believe with Sangtae Kim as our director, and Carl keeping any eye on it, we are off to an absolutely wonderful start. You all may wonder what those sparks that Tasha has been talking about might be. As an aging badger it beggers my imagination to think that Wisconsin students would be the specialty device placed to create the spark (laughter). In my view some could do that from almost anywhere (laughter). And I think the real spark and innovation for the WID came when John met Tasha (laughter). But in any event, we are trying to create more places where badgers can meet, and think, and compete.

But I want to pick up on what Governor Doyle said about the importance of these institutions to this university and to science, at least the to whole Midwest and I hope in the nation. Yesterday the governor of Illinois called me on another matter and after working me over on that, said that “John, I’ve got to figure out how Governor Doyle has this thing called WARF. Well, we got to have one of these in Illinois” (laughter). And you will be proud of me, my mother was sitting on my shoulder, and I did not say, “Governor, if I knew, I wouldn’t tell you.” But I think It illustrates how very special research can be, and WIDMIR, and how very much we on the WARF board value our ability to contribute to all of this.
(applause)

-- 36:10
[Moderator, unclear who]: 

We are very pleased to have Mayor Dave here tonight and I am going to invite him up here to make a few comments. But first I would like to thank Mayor Dave. Because, you know, when you do a project like this you need special forgiveness and special permissions from people other than the university. You need them also from the city. And we have– we’ve been with the city a lot on this project. And he has backed us a hundred percent on this thing, maybe a thousand percent. But I appreciate it very much. We have never been off schedule because of anything the city has done. In fact, we haven’t been off schedule. (female voice: “never”)(laughter). But, it really has worked well and I really appreciate the city’s partnership in this whole venture. Mayor Dave. 
(applause)
-- 37:08
[Mayor Dave:]

Well, thank you -- very kind words. But it might have something to do with the fact that George Austin used to be sitting behind me. That played some role in it.

Actually, I wasn’t told until about 2 hours ago that I was going to make remarks so I haven’t had a chance to write anything out and just got different remarks, somewhat dangerous. However I did not arrive early enough for cocktail hour so it’s not as dangerous as it otherwise might have been.

I recently found myself stuck in Amsterdam for four days, thanks to the volcano; it is a long story. But I did what anybody would do with some extra time in Amsterdam. I went to the library and I went to the museums.

It’s actually true. Largely true. And I learned something about Dutch history. And one thing that I learned was that the tulip bulb is not native to the Netherlands; it is actually native to Turkey. And it was imported to the Netherlands in the 16th century.

The Dutch took to it big time, and they just fell in love with tulips, to the point where a whole market developed for tulips and they ran with the idea that the rarer the tulip bulb, the more valuable it was. There’s a point here, let me get to it.

Until 1637, and in 1637, they called an auction, a tulip bulb auction, and nobody bid, and the price of tulip bulbs crashed. And the whole Dutch economy, which a good part of which was based on the idea of how valuable tulip bulbs were, crashed with it and it forced the economy into a recession for years. Sound familiar to anybody? 

But the point of the story, uh, is that we recently did our assessment of the city of Madison, and home prices, home values in the city of Madison went down 1.8 percent, which is historic; we’d never seen a drop like that before. But, the national average is 6.5 percent and we can’t find another community in the entire country that has held their own as well as those in the city of Madison. And it doesn’t happen because of (inaudible because of disturbance 39:58) houses. It happens because of the values and strength of the community. It happens because of the strength of the public schools. It happens because of the ability of local government to deliver services. It happens because of the employers and major institutions like the University of Wisconsin, and it happens because of the quality of life in those communities. So, those numbers, which may seem at first a little daunting and depressing, actually show the value and the strength of our community. And I have had the privilege of being the mayor of Madison this past week. It is not always fun and games, but this has been a terrific week in the city of Madison. On Tuesday, the city council approved a great new central library, again. We had a little hiccup there, but we picked ourselves up and dusted ourselves off. We’re going to have a great new central library. And today, Governor Doyle announced that the high-speed rail station will be in downtown Madison at the Monona Terrace where it belongs. And there are incredibly good things that will come of that. 

And this evening I get to be here and talk about Town Center which is another great place. All of these places are physical spots on the map, and they’re all buildings, but they’re also places. They’re places that people will come and gather and share ideas and information.

High-speed rail will mix it up, have us have the opportunity to mix it up, with Milwaukee and Chicago, and really, literally, put us on the map. The Town Center is a place where people with all kinds of ideas and backgrounds will come together and share those ideas and create new products and services that we can’t even imagine today. Because really the strength of the cities is that. It’s pushing people together with all kinds of different diverse backgrounds and they come up with ideas. And sometimes it’s products that contribute to the economy, sometimes it’s, uh, it’s ideas that create a stronger and better and more interesting culture. And so the Town Center is at the center of all, all of that.

And these things wouldn’t happen if we didn’t have a lot of capital. In the case of the library and in the case of the high-speed rail it is public capital provided by the taxpayers. And in the case of other developing (inaudible because of disturbance 42:22) it is private capital, provided by investors looking to make some money. And in the case of the Town Center and so many other things at this university it’s built on private capital. Investments made by people of good will just because they believe in the community and want to do something better and give something back. 

And John and Tashia Morgridge have been at the center of that. And they are at the very basis of all the (inaudible 42:46) in our community that we can demonstrate how well our values have held up.

And in addition to all that, there are some pretty nice tools out there.

Thank you very much.

(Applause)
-- 43:03
[Carl Gulbrandsen:]

One of the inspirations for the Wisconsin Institutes of Discovery was a program at Stanford called the Bio-X program, a large cross-campus interdisciplinary research effort, and a facility called the Clark Center which is the hub of that program.

The Clark Center encircles a large outdoor convening space. And it’s at the crossroads of the sciences that begin to the biology program at the Clark Center. As an alumnus and trustee of Stanford, John Morgridge was familiar with the interdisciplinary Bio-X program and the values of the Clark Center’s convening space to the success of that program. In California, of course, you can have a large, outdoor meeting area with food venues to encourage conversation and interaction year round. 

Well when you import it to Wisconsin you got to make some alterations. Wisconsin isn’t warm year-round so it’s clear that we needed a convening space indoors. In designing the Town Center we consulted a non-profit organization called the Project for Public Spaces to help us understand what’s that secret sauce that’s needed to make a space truly a public space, where people would naturally come together and congregate. 

We learned there are two important characteristics of most public spaces. One is called the rule of ten. Make sure, they said, that there are at least ten things for people to do in a public space. I believe when you explore the Town Center tonight, you’ll find that there more than ten things to do. In fact, the Governor mentioned Renne’s, Rennebaum’s drug store. Well we saved the R off of Rennies, and we got a soda fountain in there where Renne’s sits on top of what will be a retro soda fountain. And a DeLuca’s dairy bar that we assure you will be Vitamin D-enriched (laughter)(inaudible) ice cream. 

The second thing they said is that the public space is 20 percent architecture, 80 percent programming. So that knowledge came through, fortunately, and Laura Heisler at that time was an intellectual property manager, and she was very interested in this project. As an undergraduate, she majored in biology and ancient Greek, and today she’s very excited again to be connecting the worlds of science and communities. In her role as director of programming for WARF, Laura’s job is to work with the twin institutes, the campus, the greater community to make sure that the Town Center achieves its goals of collaboration, education, outreach, and business acceleration. Laura will discuss the features of the Town Center, and how it is being brought together.

(Applause)
-- 45:58
[Laura Heisler:]
Thanks, Carl. I think it’s also my job to bring this plane in for a landing. So along the way we’re going to take a virtual tour of the Town Center, and hopefully as we do that you’ll get a sense of what’s possible and we’ll spark your imagination a little. The Town Center is the main core of the Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery, along an entire block along University Avenue and also extends upstairs to the form of three embedded teaching labs on the three research floors. The Town Center is meant to be a crossroads. There are five entrances, one at each corner, and a main entrance on a more sheltered area on Orchard Street. A unique feature of the building is no parking lot. Parking is available all around the facility with more spots coming when Union South opens in April. There will also be new traffic lights at either end of Orchard, across University and across Campus Drive, resulting in a general traffic calming.

Here’s what you’ll see when you walk up to the main entrance, regardless of how you get there. You’ll walk in, you’ll find a welcome desk, staff to greet visitors to campus, answer questions, or register you for events. As you stand there taking in the gorgeous spaces, you’ll likely catch a whiff of coffee or the aroma of freshly-baked from Aldo’s Café, named after the university’s great naturalist, Aldo Leopold. On your way to the café, out of the corner of your left eye, you may be enticed by the Mesozoic Garden, featuring a unique collection of plants, resembling those of the dinosaurs we have seen. At the edge of the gardens you’ll enjoy water walls and interact with a sound and light installation that’s part of our Percent for Art project. You’ll be able to virtually dig into the gardens and hear into the science behind the art through a hands-on Discovery Niche, with touch-dial stations, videos, consoles, and (cough - inaudible). Bordering the garden, you’ll find a series of breakout rooms, for discussions, conferences, impromptu meetings with companies, collaborators, or advisors. One of these rooms will host Cisco’s largest tele-presence system, to connect UW researchers across the campus and across the globe.

As you look towards Randall Street to the west, you’ll see a bustle of activity at the resource clinics, where campus student and faculty groups, like the Law School’s legal clinic, have set up regular hours for meeting with the broader community. At the center of it all is the Forum, a flexible auditorium for as many as 300 people that can be custom-configured for events ranging from conferences to exhibits to performances to film festivals. When it’s not in use, the walls of the forum actually retract up into the ceiling to create an open flow to the entire space. As you leave the forum, you’ll come upon our second Discovery Niche, what we can the 3D niche, featuring microscopes and a printer that prints 3-dimensional objects. Campus researchers will bring samples of their work here to share with one another and with the public. We already have a long line of scientists and students eager to be billed as ‘scientist of the week’ to feature their work, to ensure that there’s always something new and relevant to explore. 

You won’t want to miss, this being Wisconsin, DeLuca’s Dairy Bar, as Carl mentioned, name after Hector DeLuca, and in a nod to Renne’s, as Carl mentioned, we have the R, and this soda shop will be a retro-type soda with malteds and things like that. 

You can walk with your ice cream into the sun-filled south atrium, illuminated by the skylight four stories above. Comfortable seating will provide space for chance encounters, relaxing, getting lost in thought. Four reflective pools grace the space, and feature interactive art related to the science at the institutes. Now we’re almost back to our starting point on Orchard, but not before being intrigued by a dynamic media zone that gives diverse content, ranging from conversation with the scientists from the institute to digital art installations to displays of real-time energy and water usage to track the operation of this energy-efficient, LEED-rated facility. Behind the media wall, you’ll find the third venue, Steenbock on Orchard, named after the great Henry Steenbock, who founded WARF, and whose invention helped eradicate rickets. This lunch spot will feature a locally sourced, reasonably priced offerings, and will provide a window into the craft of food preparation, in a demonstration preservation kitchen.

So now we’ve toured the whole ground floor, but there’s more. The embedded teaching labs on the upper level research floors are a vital element of the engagement equation. These three state-of-the-art labs are completely dedicated to teaching K-to-12 school groups, professional development workshops, teacher training programs, as well as demonstrations of new scientific instrumentation to faculty and students, and gives a chance for policy makers to learn more about some of the things that will happen there daily. The School of Education has been and will continue to be an essential partner in bringing this venue to life. 

We’ve built the Town Center to be a place for everyone, a place to gather, share ideas, and celebrate science, creativity, and discovery. I’d like to acknowledge the many talented people in this community who have participated in the Town Center’s strategic planning teams and are currently on– many of them on the Town Center advisory board and education committee. As you can see this is an august and dedicated group. Now as a way for each of you to begin to imagine yourselves in the Town Center, I invite you to hear from some of the people involved in making this vision a reality. (To someone: Please...)
-- 51:28

FILM CLIP STARTS
[male child’s voice:] (inaudible)

[adult male voice 1, possibly Troy Gastler:] I feel it’s really important for children to see researchers actually doing research.

[female voice 1/ announcer:] That’s why teacher Troy Gastler made a special effort to take his after-school science (inaudibly) on this unique fieldtrip to UW-Madison.

[Troy Gastler:] Right now, it’s very difficult for teachers and for children to find a place, an entry way to the university and to research

[male voice 2:] It’s a big campus and it’s intimidating

[female voice 2:] (inaudible)

[female voice 1/ announcer:] (inaudible) The success of WARF–

[male voice 3:] We think, with the Town Center, we’re going to help string this campus a little bit, and bring people together

(sound of circular saws)

[female voice 1/ announcer:] The Town Center will span the first floor of the new Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery, a public-private twin research center. 

(sound of circular saws)

Organizers want to break open the world of cutting-edge science by creating a  public space at the heart of a science building

[female voice 3, possibly Biddy Martin?:] it’s extraordinary that people would devote an entire floor of a science building to a town center

[female voice 4, possibly Laura Heisler?:] there is going to be food and coffee, ice cream of course, all kinds of elements that really make you feel at home, make you feel like you want to sit and linger

[male voice 4:] The most important thing is, conversation and collaboration, and that’s what we want.
[female voice 1/ announcer:] And they’re in the perfect place to get that.
[female voice 3:] It’s located beautifully in the midst of a whole range of science and engineering buildings, right next door to what will be the student’s New Union South, and it will, I think, be a crossroads.
[female voice] It’s really for everybody. We have a chance to welcome the entire community.
[female child’s voice:] (inaudible)

[female voice 1/ announcer:] As the director of community relations for UW-Madison, Dawn is all-around welcoming.
It’s sending the letters of outreach to the school district and to the teachers and to the churches and to the non-profit organizations, I want to make sure that all the communities of Madison know that we’re building next door to them.

[female voice 4:] This is all about bringing people together to do things that are greater than the sum of their parts

[female voice 1/ announcer:] The idea is to intermingle students and faculty, families and scientists, technology and art.
[female voice :] people are going to see that it’s all linked

[female voice 1:] Tandem Press recently created an exhibit called “Tiny,” art from microscopes at UW-Madison.

[female voice 5 or 6:] The reaction to the show is incredible. I mean, people really loved this whole idea of science in art.

[female voice 1/ announcer:] Expect to see more of that kind of collaboration in the Town Center 

[female voice 4:] Once it opens, there’ll be a very strong art component, a humanities component, and that will just be the beginning

[female voice 3?:] Various parts of campus can come out and also showcase the work that they’re doing, so people can stop in one location and see a variety of things that are happening right here on campus

[female voice 5? 6?:] It will open the eyes of all visitors

[female voice 1/ announcer:] And at the core of it all is the opportunity to engage with real science

[female voice 4:] it’s not a science museum. We’re looking to find a way to make the science going on her accessible to people so that they can think about it, understand it, have input into it–

[female voice 1/ announcer:] –and actually work with it

[female voice 4:] we have Discovery Niches which are going to be hands-on places. One of them is what we call a 3D niche, and it has a set of microscopes and 3D printer. This is a place where anybody can come and look at it. Real time to real materials.

[female voice 1/ announcer:] And scientists see many way they might benefit from new connections

[male voice 5:] We have a problem of awareness of what we’re doing. When I describe the Town Center, I may find people who may be interested in what I am doing, and I may find people who are doing things that are relevant. We need these collaborations in order to do better research.

[female voice 1/ announcer:] And collaborations between the business community and scientists will hopefully serve the outcome.

[male voice 6:] To really improve lives, you need to get the products out there in the marketplace. We’ve got great science and technology here, and a lot of people who understand how to put businesses together and to sit down, talk with a researcher, and then they can go look for a practical application. That improves our lives.

[female voice 1/ announcer:] But to Dead of Education Julie Underwood, the mission is to improve lives for teachers and for students, by providing access to the latest technology.
[female voice 7, Julie Underwood:] The teaching labs are such a wonderful part of this, where we get K-12 kids and that’s what’s amazing about this. Teachers who want to bring their students, they’ll be able to come into a lab, use cutting-edge equipment.
[male voice 1:] I think to inspire a child, you need to give them an experience that they can get here. It’s not a fake lab set up, it’s a real lab where real research goes on.
[male voice 5:] Imagine a situation, that some youngster will come and say, “So why do we really care about this?” And it will force you to think about something that your colleague will never ask.
[male voice 1:] Researchers here, children here, they manage to come together there. That’s powerful.

[female voice 1/ announcer:] But children will themselves as scientists, and to see scientists are real people.
[male voice 1:] Scientists are cool, they’re young, they’re women, they’re from other countries–

[child male voice 2:] And right now you can’t see anything, right?

[male voice 1:] I want them to be able to dream about being something amazing.
[male voice 8:] The first-grade poker game is inspiration.
[female voice 1/ announcer:] With the right inspiration, a kid could grow up to be like UW professor Sean Carroll,  one of the world’s leading evolutionary biologists.

(background music starts playing)

[male voice 8, Sean Carroll:] I grew up really interested in wildlife, so when I got a chance to get out in the woods and hunt frogs in ponds, and chase snakes, I just really got a visceral thrill out of doing that. There’s lots of different ways I think to be inspired to think about science. I think that maybe in a (inaudible) lab looks like a sterile place that, you know, that few are allowed to go, that they’re just, you know, part of this community where researchers are over in one end, and education another end and have an ice cream another end and, ah, I think that’s great, I think that gives them the right impression.

[female voice 8:] We have wonderful breakthroughs of discovery, and it really is our obligation to make that available 

[male voice 1:] I guess it had been a little frustrating as a teacher, having none of the resources that we need, and I think it’s been wonderful that the university is stepping up to the plate, and it’s not just going to be for the work people are doing at the university, it’s for the middle schoolers, for the high schoolers, and it’s for – my kids in my classroom, it’s for them.

[female voice 3, Biddy Martin:] This Town Center is in the spirit of a long history of the Wisconsin Idea, which has brought government, business, other people into contact with each other in ways simply don’t occur at every university.

[female voice 7?, Julie Underwood] When a family is driving in their car past the town center, kids are dreaming! They’re looking at that place and wondering what’s going on. And the beauty of it is, they don’t have to wonder. We can open the doors and let them in.

(background music slows, ends)

(pause)

(applause)
-- 58:38
[Laura Heisler:]

So, as we head in for a landing, it’s time assemble your travel document. Everyone should have a tango passport. If you don’t have one we have more and we promise not to notify the authorities (laughter). In the middle of your passport you’ll find a map of the deck of Tripp Commons. And what you’ll see on this map are various stations that bring the Town Center to life. Please don’t feel that you have to go in order from one to seven, the ice cream’s in that corner, and you may want to go there, and you’ll be able to sample food that will only be on the menu at Aldo’s Café, Steenbock’s on Orchard, and the DeLuca Dairy Bar. You’ll be able to do protein modeling and stem cell science at the teaching lab, you’ll be able to look through a hand-held microscopes printed on a 3D printer, and inspect the plants planted in the Mesozoic garden at the Discovery Niches, you’ll be able to search for researchers at our discovery portal, and generally get out there and explore, engage, discover.

Thank you so much and have fun.

(applause).
-- 59:55
