	Richard T. Chiroff (#461)

[bookmark: BM_1_]UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON ARCHIVES
ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

Interview #461
CHIROFF, RICHARD T.


CHIROFF, Richard T. (1937- )
Undergraduate and Medical Student
At UW: 1955-1962

Interviewed: 1994	
Interviewer: Mailed questionnaire
[bookmark: _GoBack]Length: 52 minutes

Background; Finances; Housing; Fraternity; Jobs; Course work; Activities; Leisure time; Athletics; Discrimination; Faculty; Medical School; Career.
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00:00:14	RC gives some background information on himself. He was born on September 26, 1937 in Milwaukee. He attended public schools and graduated from Solomon Juneau High School as valedictorian in 1955. His father was a draftsman.

00:01:14	He was an only child and his chief inspiration from within the family was his parents, who stressed the importance of doing the best job possible and having empathy with those less fortunate.  His high school principal Elias Lane and math and Latin teacher Ashur Ball influenced him too.

00:04:27	RC had opportunities to visit UW while he was in high school. He was impressed by the vitality and activity of the campus. He decided to attend UW sometime during his junior or senior year in high school.

00:05:15	This decision was made easier when he won a Kemper-Knapp scholarship from the University as well as a scholarship from the Allis Chalmers manufacturing company. These monies, in addition to job earnings, provided RC with sufficient funds to finance his undergraduate education. Tuition for residents (including a season football ticket) was $75 a year. Medical school tuition was around $200 a semester during his first year. 

00:06:32	During his freshmen year, RC shared a room in a private residence on Keyes Avenue with a high school friend, Thomas Koenig. Both were involved in track; Koenig eventually became captain of the cross country team. They usually ate at the old Breese Terrace cafeteria. They were relatively isolated from the campus.

00:08:15	RC pledged the social fraternity Theta Delta Chi and lived in the fraternity house his sophomore and junior years. It was an extremely active fraternity both athletically and socially. There were many good athletes among his fraternity brothers with the result that they garnered some Badger Bowl wins. The organized social events he remembers include costume and beer parties and a formal dance.

00:11:07	The food made by the cook Rose at the Theta Delta Chi house was outstanding. RC served as a waiter and received free food in return during his junior year.

00:12:00	After three years in the pre-med track at UW, it was possible to obtain a B.S. in medicine and then enter medical school in what would have been the fourth undergraduate year. This is what RC did. He lived with three other medical students, all Jewish, his first year of medical school. 

00:14:35	During his undergraduate summers he worked as a meter-reader for the Wisconsin Electric Power Company in Milwaukee and as a vendor at Milwaukee County Stadium. After his first year of medical school, he worked at the U.S. Veterans' Administration Hospital in Wood as a psychiatric nurse's aide. 

00:15:28	He was accepted as a house fellow at the pharmacy social fraternity Rho Chi. 

00:16:05	RC talks about his first marriage and his later second wife.

00:17:02	He did exceedingly well academically. He maintained a 4.0 GPA his first two undergraduate years and was elected to Phi Eta Sigma and Phi Beta Kappa.

00:17:40	During his course of study there were periods of intensive emphasis on science courses and laboratory work, especially in chemistry and physics. He considers a physics course for majors the hardest he has ever taken. There were night and weekend labs.

00:18:37	There was intense competition among pre-med students. RC knew he would be accepted to medical school. The ability to enter after only three undergraduate years and the accompanying savings was a major impetus for him at this stage in his life.

00:19:22	RC particularly remembers political science courses with Leon Epstein and U.S. foreign policy with William Appleman Williams. He is a bit sorry that he did not pursue his interests in political science and history.

00:20:44	Study at UW was much more intense than in high school. 

00:21:20	RC ran track as a freshman. His high school companions Koenig and Daniel McKinney were fellow runners at UW. McKinney became the Big Ten 1000-yard indoor champion. The new training facility (SHELL) next to the stadium was opened during his freshman year.

00:23:25	RC participated in a Haresfoot production of "Call Me Madam," which toured the state playing one-night stands before finishing at the Pabst Theater in Milwaukee and the Union Theater. This experience was one of the highlights of his undergraduate years. It instilled a respect in him for the difficult and demanding life of performers.

00:25:00	The Cardinal was thought of as an extremely radical and potentially communistic "rag." RC had positive feelings toward it and believed it was representative of student opinion; he read it as often as possible. 

00:25:50	RC spent much of his leisure time in activities for the social fraternity, particularly athletic activities. His hangouts included the Kollege Klub, Varsity Bar, Paisan's, the Brat House, and The Pub. His social activities centered on the Theta Delta Chi fraternity. Those who were lucky enough to live in apartments enjoyed certain social advantages, especially where openness of relationships with the opposite sex was concerned. 

00:27:25	RC was not very active in campus religious groups. He had previously been a member of the Serbian Eastern Orthodox Church, which was not available on campus; thus he intermittently attended the Episcopal Church.

00:28:00	He did not affiliate himself with any political efforts until 1960, when he became very active in Hubert H. Humphrey's presidential campaign. 

00:28:50	The legal drinking age was 18, and every fraternity and dormitory had beer "on tap" all the time. There was quite a bit of cigarette smoking, but he was not aware of any drug use. The sexual revolution had not yet reached Madison.

00:30:01	Football was the biggest spectator sport. In 1960 UW went to the Rose Bowl, which RC attended. The train ride out to Pasadena was one of the biggest parties of his life. UW lost to the University of Washington; the ride home was a depressing experience. 

00:31:22	College boxing was the most popular winter sport. RC was on call the night the boxer Charlie Mohr was fatally injured during the NCAA tournament. It was a very sobering event which put an end to boxing as an intercollegiate sport. There was no college hockey and women's athletics were close to non-existent. 

00:32:23	Men's crew was also a big sport. RC tells how the assistant crew coach recruited tall students on the spot during registration in the "Old Red Gym." He witnessed it. Norm Sonju, the crew coach, headed up a hard and rigorous program that yielded good results. 

00:34:24	Much criticism was leveled at the basketball coach, Bud Foster.

00:35:00	There was an aura of perceived danger by militant blacks on campus during the Eisenhower administration. RC feels they were treated unfairly and harshly. The majority of blacks attending UW were athletes who were expected to perform. He was aware of discrimination by social fraternities against them. There was also social discrimination against Jewish students. Discrimination against out-of-state students was based primarily on the fact that many of them were from the East and were Jewish.

00:38:05	Theodore Zillman, a delightful and open man, was the Dean of Men. E. B. Fred and Conrad Elvehjem were presidents.

00:39:19	RC decided to become a doctor when he was in high school. He attended UW Medical School because he could save a year's worth of undergraduate expenses. Its reputation was average. He was excited by the prospect of receiving training and education that would allow him to correct and alter the course of physical and mental diseases. He disliked biochemistry and almost failed it. 

00:42:40	Some of RC's best instructors include: William Fey of the Department of Psychiatry; Nathan Smith and Charles Lobeck of the Department of Pediatrics; and Herman Wirka and Henry Okagaki, who excited him about orthopedic surgery, his eventual medical specialty. RC was interested by surgery in general.

00:43:45	A number of faculty were arrogant and aloof. RC has guarded against this attitude in his own practice. He tells a story which shows how similar people are; he regards sickness as "the great equalizer" of humankind.

00:45:42	Stresses and strains are a necessary part of education.

00:46:28	The Bardeen wing of the Medical School opened when RC was there. It offered improved facilities. 

00:46:45	End of side.
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00:47:02	The facilities were entirely adequate. RC had his classes in the new science building rather than in Science Hall. 

00:47:48	After graduation, he took an internship at the University of Pittsburgh Hospitals where he spent eight months on pediatrics and two each on obstetrics/gynecology and surgery. The internship experience was good. He realized his skills and training at UW had prepared him to be the equal of those who had graduated from more prestigious medical schools. This training has served him well throughout his years as a physician.

00:49:57	RC paid his way through medical school by receiving free room and board at St. Mary's, which was supplemented by his wife's earnings and contributions from his parents. He graduated without the encumbrance of overwhelming debt.

00:50:45	RC's career goals were attainable, enhanced, and made possible by his education at UW. He credits his experience at the University with his success as an academic and private practitioner. UW has had a great influence on his life. 

00:52:43	End of side. End of tape.
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