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Economics Department; Controversy over letter to Governor Julius Heil; Work on Daily Cardinal; Involvement with swim team; Induction into Phi Beta Kappa.

Tape 1/Side 1
00:00:12
VW attended UW from 1936-1940.  Graduated from Central High in 1936.  Says he only considered going to the UW.  Went to school with the goal of learning about economics or accounting.

00:01:27
VW majored in economics.  In that department, VW remembers Selig Perlman as a good professor. Elizabeth Brandeis. Other faculty members included John Commons and Edwin Witte.  

00:02:40
VW a member of ARTUS, which was an organization for economics students.

00:03:13
VW's favorite class outside of the economics department was a political science course. 
00:03:48
VW recounts that he wrote a letter to the Daily Cardinal criticizing Governor Heil.  Heil responded by threatening to kick VW out of school during a press conference at the capitol building.

00:05:11
Dykstra wanted to stay on good terms with Heil, since the UW depended heavily on funds for the state.

00:06:25
VW talked to Ed Newman, the editor of the Daily Cardinal.  Newman impressed by the letter, thus asked VW to write a daily column for the Cardinal called "Under the Capital Dome." Questions about the Daily Cardinal staff, Ed Newman, reputation, structure, strike, and quality.
00:09:03
VW chose to live off-campus because it was less expensive. First on 25 Orchard Street in a rooming house. He lived in an independent house with five other people.

00:09:50
VW didn't have very much leisure time, especially during the first year. Was a member of the university swim team.

00:10:26
VW says the Union Rathskeller was a good place to eat. Social events at Memorial Union, attended later on in education with Phi Beta Kappa. 
00:12:06
The swimming team practiced at the armory. VW's event was the 100 yard freestyle.  

00:12:37
Had a part-time job at the university heating plant, and financed his education on his own.  Sophomore year, he got a job waiting on tables at a sorority house.  He was paid in terms of his own meals, and got 25¢ an hour for extra work.

00:13:40
Religious experience on campus, took a philosophy course. Discussed all religions freely. Student perception of Dean Goodnight.

00:15:03
Student attitudes regarding women. VW recounts a story concerning the statue of President Lincoln on Bascom Hill. Says the legend goes that the statue would stand up if ever a "girl of virtue" were to pass by. The statue, he says, never stood up.

00:15:45
VW says that Jewish or racial minority students were not treated differently than other students. Never noticed any discrimination. 
00:16:25
There were many radical/communist students on campus, but they did not have a large effect on the campus.

00:17:12
Most students were curious about radical groups.

00:18:04
Members of the faculty elected about fifty students out of a class of 3000 students into the Phi Beta Kappa fraternity. Students were inducted during a dinner at the Union, in which they were given their keys.

00:19:07
VW says his four years at the UW were very enjoyable. VW went on to law school. Governor Heil died of a heart attack while deer hunting in northern Wisconsin.

00:19:46
End of interview.
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