
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MEN'S L'"'iTR.tWIDRAL ls.'fHLETIC ASSOCIATION

AT WISCONSIN STATE COL!:~E t LA CROSSE

l '~.£ :':.:c·,,-'!

BY

GLE1~N R. WILDT

subrai tted in partial fulf111m.ent ot the requirements
for the Master of Sciance deEree

Wisoonsin state Oollege
1.a Crosset Wisconsin

August, 1958



LOS
~g

W~
C-.N-

TABLE OF OO:NTBNTS

<L

Chapter(.~...

~"

I. INTfiODUCTIOl'i' ...... ........ .............

.Page

1

dusti.ficatio.n .. • • .. .. .. .. It ... .. ... If .. .. • .. ... 1
.Proasdura •• • • • .. • .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. If .. .. ..' 2
Divisions or the study " .,. .. • .2
Sournes of Information .. .. • .. • .. 3

A FIRM FOUNDATIOll' .. .. ... .. . ., .
.. .. .. .. ..

,.
13

19
2,

•.. "..

. . ... .. .

. . .. .. .

..

• il '.It • ..

.. .. ,., .. ..

.. .. . .

.. .. .
.. .. .. iI: .. ..

• • • • • •

• • • • • •..

.. ..

.. .
RITCEi!T EIS'I'ORY

DDPER ROOTS

BIBLIOGRAP11Y

IV.

II.

In.

APPEl,!DIX .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 28

."';
-t,.

s:
;;.n

'-'

<~

:.f~.

•
'--

1.1

78654



Table

LIST OF T~

Fage

Q

1. Program Offerings ot the M.l.A.A. !X'Om 1928 to
1958 .. • • • .. .. .. •• .. • • • .. • .. .. .. .. .. ... 9

a. C\U."rent lle06ipts and .Expenditures of the .M.I.A.A.
from. 1945-46 to 1951-58 .,...... .. • .. .. .. 4O" 22

111



\
\

1

CRtU'T'ER I

INTRODUCTION

The word intramural is derived from two La,tin words,

intra and muralis t
1 and its literal translation is If~!'Jithin

the walls. ff The popular use of the word today confines the

activities to competition ~ong students of ons specifio

institution. The Menfa Intramural Athletic Association,

(herea.:fter referred to as the 11.I •.A.A.) at Wisconsin state

College, La Grosse, has bean very act! ~la in :many phases of

a.thletios 6..s."lQ. recreation throug:h the years. Qlany hundreds

of ~en have participated in its offerings,and zuany more in

the future will do so because of the firm foothold it has

gained in the collage curricula~ The purpose o~. the organi-

zation has always been to provid6 a well roundedprogr&~ of

~athlatics for all.~

Justifi cation

This sUb,ject ';"'8.S selected by the author 1'or a twe-

fold reason: first, to fil~ the void in our knowledge of

the total history of the organization; second, to act as So

s~pplemant to the thesis currently being written by Coruoll R.

Bahr. A History of the Division or Physical Education at '~¥i5-, .... - ---. - .---. -----
oOllsin state Colle~e, 1!. Crosse (191:3-125}).

~1tchell, E. n., Intramural S2orts, P* 1.



Prooedure

The procedure to be used in this report will be a

narrative presentation of the history. Pertinent events

and incidents shall be interposed throughout the text.

Seasonal reeords,participatlon J:ocords.undmeet records

whioh are a part of' the history will he o!:li tted because of

the limited scope of a study of this kind.

Divisions of the S tl1.dy

The dividing of this paper into three additional

chapters was easily dona becauss the organization, ai.ace

its foundi~3 in 1928, has had enly three advisors. Chapter

two, 11 Firm FOUlldation, ~Ni11 delve into the advisorship of

:TI'erd Lipovetz which began i.n 1928 and ended in J"tUl6 of 1938.

Chapter three, Deeper Roots, will discuss the years from

193$ to June of 1956, the period when Leon Miller was ad­

visor.. The last chapter) Recent History, will deal with a

short span of two years, from September 1956 to June 1958,

,muar the directorsh.ip of Robert stauc.k.These division.s

were used because of differenoes in philosophy of the ad-

visors, differences in. progra.u. offerings, and differences

in the orga.nizational design of the association.

2
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Souroes of IntormatiOD.

Information tor this seminar paper was obtained from

college wllluals and. n.ewspapers, The La Crosse Tribuna and

l.eader .Press, a personal letter trom. Hobert Steuck, and

personal intervi~ws with th~ other two advisors. Official

':lin,,,tas of the Board ~f Contrul vi' th'iJ S.(.I ...{;.• ,A .. was another

soura6 used.

J
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CHAPTER II

A FIB!J FOD11DATION

Intramural aativity was not new to the La C1:'osse

state Teaohers College in 1928, the year the ~.I.k.A. was

founded. There is proof in college annuals and newspapers

supporting this teat. However. even. tltough. thera were

intraumral sports; therewaa never, until tl-d.s time a con-

sistant and organIzed progrre~. Sports were offered some years,

and foreotteil in others. The cry of the .students was, "How

abou.t an int.ra:u.ura,l basketball tournarlsnt":I,l i'Football season.

is practically over and to data there has been no mention of

intarnmral [intra."1},:ural] sIJorts ...t 2 These two statements seem.

to point out the Kreat need for an or~anization 'that would- -,. ~-

sponsor Uathletios for all. \"

In the rail of 1928~ Ferd Lipovetz was appointed by

jY ~J. VIi ttich, then d.irector of' Physical l:;ducation, to a.ssum.e

the responsibility for establishing a ~en's Intranlural

Athletic Association.) 3xcept for one year, 1935-36, when

\\

he 'was on lea1J6 or abs~noe froti the college to act as State

Recreation Director fOr the W.P.A., he remained as advisor

until the end of the 1937-38 school term. Shortly ai'ter his

appointBent~ the n~w advisor called an organizational meet-

lcoliega Newspaper, !h! Racquet, March 1, 1928, p. 4.

2college newspaper, The Racg,uet. November 8, 1928, p. 2.

3coUege Newspaper', !h!. Racguet, ]iovember 22, 1928 t p. 1.
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lng to nominate officers, set up committees to handle the

various activities, begin drawin.g up a. constitution and by-
4

laws, and to discusafinancial matters. Lipovetz reoalls

that many a mouth gaped open in amazement when the men

noticed the immense program he had outlined on the chalkboard.

The young organization wasted no time in getting the

progl."aIl'l into operation. On a Tuesday atternoon in early

Decem.ber, 1928, the firs.t contests u.ndar the auspices of the

tZ.I.A.A. were played.. S1:: basketball teams want into battle

that day. The P.3oK .. fraternity won th~ history ~aking first

".~,,,,,,, ,p. "',.,.. +11"" 'tf1l~"'a"lr>G'" "".¢ :·'~""S.· "Y n 5 .... 0......., o~.. 1 J"I to .e::t;.~...". .J. :t.J~ ~ Q .w........ 'j" .~;;w..g 1...L~~"'....... c. Q. v·.4,.,'irW' .iI.. _u .,I.

The iii ..I.A•.;\.. members elected the following to serYe

as their first officers: Eerbert Fisher, president; Earry

Hilas,. vice president; George 2,eilks, secretary; and Eoviard

fuuudt, treasurer. Th~ first regular mseting of the asseci-

ation was held after a dinner at the Hotel Doering in La

Crosse on Tuesday, ;ranuary 15, 1929.. The main order of

bu.siness was th$. Asv"lly complet.ed constitution and by-law;3 ..

A progrs..u of neminent l
' 31)eaJrers and antertaillUsnt 'NUS also

a l~rt of this ~eeting.

I!'rom these -oeginnings the oreanizat.ion b.egan to grow ..

By the end of the school year a total of 157 Zian had becoma

active, partioipating members in one or more ot the 13 dif-

f'ersnt aotivities sponsored that year. The reasons for the

4statedbY F.. J. Lipovetz in. SA in.terview 1l'llth the
author at La Crosse J Wisconsin on July 2, 19;ch
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success or the 15:.I.A.A. in this first year ot operation are

many. Among the more important reasons are: the work and

cooperation of the early officers;5 the enthusiastic response

to the program by the men of the college; the interest and

personal. service given. by George M. Snodgra.ss, than president

or the college. W.:f. Wittich and by other t'aoulty members.6

Probably the biggest suocess faotor, in. the writers opinion.,

was the dynamic leadership and organizational ability of the

advisor.

The 't'lord intrar;1ural to Lljiovetz r.a.aant social aotivity.7

He balie1Jed. a well rounded. program should include not on.ly

athletics but also team. a.nd ind.i"1idual social and recreative

activities as well. By inoluding various pentathalo.lls he

believed a greater degree of athletic a tUli.l:lU..Gllt 'Nould be the

goal of th~ membership.

L1povetz was .not satisfied to rest onl1is laurels.. He

was constantly striving to retain the success that was gained

a:.-Hi to add more prestige to the association. ':rb.a .l .. A..A ..

bacaliltS so popular wi th 'Che college m.en., Lipovetzi3 relates,

tilat a portion of a colIega f'acul ty mee ting dealt wi tb. how

the activity of the group oould be limited ..

Sloia.
6_.. "'" i" ~." d .'::l . •... h 10 19"'!9 .",~ (..rosse 'le'I' cune ~ .Lea e1" lress, ~,;a!"c l. , ,,-., p.b.

7stated by F.J'. Lipovetz in. an interview with the author
at La Crosse, Wisconsin on July 2, 1958.

albia.-
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The advisor devised a point aystemwhersby members

received varying point values forservlce, participation,

~~d excellence in aotivities. Awards were given to high

yearly P01At men as well as to ohampions or partioular aotiv­

ities.Thia aided in oreating a oontinuous pat'tio1pation in

all 'phas~s o:f the program. It was possible for a member to

win a high point award even. though he had never been a o...lJ.amp­

ion or had. never played on a winning team. iUlother interest

retainer devised by Lipovatz was tbe method used to deterr.une

oha~plonships. League play and tourna~ent playeaoh counted

ona-half toward final championsIlip. Thus the team. deolared

T'cl1anpslt L'.light not have baen f'irst in either the league or

the tourn~\ent. Tearris were enoouraged to do their best in

both situations.

The •I .A.• A. in these e81-1y years was self'-sup.:porting.

Mon~:r to run the prograrn. was obtained in various wa.ys. One

of the bi!~G:2:est ffr;1oneY-J!la1cers~ fO'T the '€r:TOUP 1\'"EtS the a.nnual

populari t.y contest a~ld dance.. l?unds "w~re also obta1.ued

through the sale c1:M"I.-,!l~.A.. handbooks, a m.em.bership fee of'

fifty cents: and adrllission to the various irn.port811.t OOiltests
('""cf

and meets." :Iost notable of' thesGwas the annual inter-class

swlrill:ling r.:te.ct and exl1ibition. This meet \'Vas started in the

initial year and was held on December 7, 1925.

The program sponsored during this foun.dation period

was the largest in the number ot offerings, and was more

9L1povetz, F.J •• Reoreation, p. 114.
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diversified in the ohoices given to the mEul than in any ot-heJ'

'stage of dtvalopment. Ia all, '5 d1f~erent types ot events

were otf'Elredduringth.e years 1928-1938.· (see Table 1.)

Inoluded in the program were the team sports 01" basketball

&'"ldsottba.ll, golf I tennis a.nd other individual sports as

wel~ as soeial aotivitles lika oheoker8, chess and oertain

type50~ penta:thlons.

The board of control anJlounoed ill Ootober of 1937

that they planned to expand the program to ineludethe ental"'"

ing of ri1.I .. A...A.. teams into m.orecity, intercollegiate and

state....wide cOr:1petition.. There were several occasions when

assoaiation teams partic.ipated "outside the wallan oel"o1"6 this

time. The fust reoord Of an 1-!L.. I.A.A.. team. b.eill.g involved,

in intercollegiate sports was in F.brua~y, 1929. 1~~ ics

hockey team composed ot ,,! .. A.A. members defeated the Univer-

1 t f +<., '!1 ~f'! + . . + t·· ~ ~ d·i '" . t· ~ ~. 10s ... y o. ~dgCOnS~n ;j' ",eam. a v na i:ila son Wl.D. er l.: ...·O..LJ..Q..

InFebruary,. 1933 ~ a.11 M.I.A.Ail ourling U3au., with Fard

Lipovet2 acting as skip, won thtt championship in the city

bouspial.,11 In 1938,. the organization~..ade history as tar

as intercollegiate athletics was concerned. The first

telegraphic bOWling meet between two teams in different parts

ctthe country was attempted by the M.I.A ... A. ~ Lipovatz12 recalls.

10College l~awspaper. !.!'!! Racque t, February 28, 1929} p.1.

llCollege liawapapar, !8!.. Racguet, February 24, 19)), p.;.
12Stated by F.J. Upovat:& in an interview with the author

at La Crosse, Wisoonsin en J"uly 2, 1958.



TABLE 1. *PROGRAM OFFERINGS 01 THE X.I.A.A. FROM 1928 TO 1958

- - ..... ~

~ ""'f ""'" .~ 'f I"':. ~ I"'"
I'" '" I"" I"'" I"" r- ,... Total

Activities ""'..!. ' ...!. ! ' • • I • • I , .I • , I , , , 1.
, , • •

,"l "II'" ~ ""'I'-'
."l ..... r- I-' years

, ... '''' ..... I'" r- c:. oftere
I'-'

lLroner [X IXIX [XX 5
RJlnm1 n on rx xx [XX IX rx rx IX II: IX ~ IX 14
~ seea Ll. IX 1
Baske teall [X [X IX [X X I[ "T '1' "T '"1:' IX X [X~ [X OCIX [I ,x "T ,'1' rT IX IX IX IX !XlI ~ts

Baskefball pentatlilon IX IX ~

Baske tbaI! Free Throw~' XX X X ~

jOWl.lng X~ ~ rxI tI: X t% :I rr X ex: X iX x II I ,I 2
3ridge (caras)
;neCKers ,XiX 1
chess X "a. l

Cribbage (Oards) L

Curling iXIXX IT TrT I ,I II X 1
CurlingPentathI6n
·)uo carns} J i~ XXXOCXOC (

1.00 (Cards)
OO~'>all PentatJ:u.on

Golt X III rI:IlIXI[XII rr rr r 11:' :I: I[ 1: IX lX:X ;t;
'It lunlature

""imnas~lcs XI[ •omecoming parade l:iX I: X~:I l-
orseanoea .!. XII X rOCI..[ XX LXX :I x: XI[ 2 1

ce Hockey IX
tAW'a B0Ir11J 19 tI
~Ite SavIn X ~II T r 'r X [ rx
larksmansh: ~ [XXX
opu arlty I ontest XIX X l: L [I[ XI[ [ X I. l.
rka lM Pen ~ ttU.on I l[ "Y T'T j)

~
UP [IX
'\all IX 11 IX II IX IX IX IX IX !l: IX II: roc !X IIIl IX II: IX II: II I II [Xli: ;li

108e lball
,,,..- I[ IX I[ IX IX I] IXIX !X[X 11

- ,.

SWimming Me et lI:oclltx XX Ix XX X Ix rx ] X~ II X xIX 2J
ng pentathlon X

a )le Tennls D II I.X x 1 IX
eU1 8 IX[1 ,'1 IX IX y '1' "T II I 1"1: IX [X .)

ouo !'ootba~l XIt X X X XIX 1.1. X IX X IX •
rae and Field Pent. IXrx ~ J
rao It- ) ee" .' X:X ..
0 L1ey a1: IL I x T Y ,I [X ,X XIX [XIX IX ~IX X 'I X .x l.x L X X XIX z

1a Ller 3aal ettall '1' 'T rY Y T '1' IT ['1' IT '1' 14
fa lIer 010 x I 3

Wrestl n~ l[I 2

• •More activities may have been offered in certain years, but in some cases
records .ere incomplete. The activities listed above were definitely offered dux
Ing the years indicated by an X.
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OffiCials have always .been a "sore spot" with intra.­

our$l programs. Officials durL~g this'period were under

the lead$rship of an officials ohairman. Men doing the

9ft1ciatiIlg were encouraged 'to be f:'10re prot'ic1ent. because

they were ranked at the end ot the season and reoeived honor

points, toward yearly awards, in. accord wi. th their ran..i'{.

The constitution of the M.I.A.A. established a gener-

al 'board or control whioh oonsisted of the elscted oftioGI's.

advisor, and the chairm~n of the various sports and activit-

ies. The number of l;)hairrJ.on ;~:ould be dep~Hld~nt on. the prog-

rarn. offerings. Each chair.tr~an had all. assistan.t to aid him..

The duties of this t;,oard Viere to arrange ~ct'l.edul$sJ 2elact

otrioiala~ govern all rules of comp$t1tion, eligibility and
.

awards, hear protests, introduce new sports, and in snort

have general supel"vis!.cn ovar the ~ntireprcgram...

The crFanizat.ion reooiv<l:d pUblici ty not. orJ.ly fro':"t

oampus

A pe.g~

publications. but als-ofr'0m th.e loca~

and one-half of a Sunday 6dition were

1~....""
.ne"H;~'paper" .

davoted to tile

varied pro~Er&'11 of lnt.:ro.Inurals at 1.a Crosse ;:~tate T~achers

Collage. Oolt1'!J.1.O.sof this spread ware written OJ.' Vi.J. Wittich,

Gaorge Snodgra5s and Il'erd. Lipo'lletz. The varivu3 aotivi tj

- cl1air.o.en also subm.i ttad articl13S about ttHair particular sportso

Faoulty partioipationwas quite evident during this

:foundation pel"iod. Bans Reuter j W.J. V'll tt.ich, Lipovet~ and

13t.a C.rosnG Tribune and Leader-Press, f~a.rc.b. lOt 1929,
Plh 8-9. - T-
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Leon. Miller were some of the consistent partioipants to oarry
-..~~--".,--..

the faoulty flcolors~rt Faculty teams tanaed to raise student

interest in an aotivity.

The faculty members usually enjoyed themselves tremen-

dously; but on one oceasioll this did not hold true. Id:r. Fair-

child, a professor of physics, who was ctU"ll,ng with a faculty

ria~ callad the Profs, slipped on the ice and received a

severe cut on the back or his head. Walter Wittich applied

first aid and then the injured professor \~S rushed to a

doctor.14

1':'1\ . t ttl' .' d . . 't .l.'J.lere ,,':as no ) a ..1.l.S 1'&1":1.0·, a gI'eQ'to J.!lt>eres· 1.ll

i 1 ~ t -i ti I'fll ~~''''. to . ~. ,..j. ..,. >Ii . ·t 15soc a ~_aer,I1_. as.. ...ilG 1...,.... .L •. .;i"• .ti., aecorUJ.llcl vO J..;..;.povez

was like a faraily group. The board of control .bad its reg-

ular monthly dinner meetings and an annual Qllrist~as party ..

The group as a whole always looked forNard to the yearly

spring picnic" ~Fhis "'o\lti.ngftwas held in the !tIi.I .. A.. A..

Cou1.ee n 1 a spot located about one and one-.b.alf miles f:rom

Hokah,. r;1innesota. The highlightsot the event were the will

Rogers and H.oudini cha.1lpionship oontests.

The advisor had set out to establish a complete rac-

reation prog~am and this task was accomplished. A good in-

!iieator of progress is growth. The organization grew and ex....

panded and soon had the three fold distinction of being the

14college Newspaper. !h! Racquet, January 16. 1931. p.3.

15stated by F .. J .. L1pQvetz in an interview with the author
at. La Crosse, Wisoonsin on luJ.y 2, 1958.
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CHL.'":TER III

DEEPER ROOTS

During the seoond phase of its history, the years

:from 1938 to 1956. the M.I.A.A; was directed by a new ad­

visor, revised its constitution, was completely disbanded

tor ~~O years, and theA reorganized.

When Leon Miller was appointed to the position of

adtiliaor to the J;,1.I.A.A. t he was not a str~t€e.r to thaor-

ganization. He had held t,.~e poat of temporary advisor to

the association durin~ the abaance of .Ferd Lipovetz in tha
"I

1935-36 sehool term. J. He also was on601" the lliOSt active

~aculty :participant~ in. the progr~.

Miller believed that the efforts of the .I.A.A.

should b~ dir-ectGd tm"\\iard a program. 01' a more athletic na-
,"'\

t.ure .. ~ The scc1al aoti11i ties were omitted :from the progr8J1l.

in hl$ second year ot advisorahip. It was during tras per-

iod in tha history of the oollage: h~Jever', that we x'ina the

beF~nnin..g3 of the Inen' sscelal fraternities. In the L1iddla

and lata 1930' s no less t1lan tb.r-e.e ot these .$ocial organi-

zations appeared. 1'here was, because or till-a, less !leed

. ror the M.I.A.A. to sponsor these social activities.

With progranl changes in mind, and a oonstitution that

was ten years old. the hoard of control dGq.idad a oomplete

1
Colleg~ Iiewspaper, The Raoguet, optober 113 f 1935, p. J.

2Stated by Leon Miller in an interview with the author
at :La Crosse, Wisconsin Oll June 20, 1958.
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revision ot the governing instru:t:.e.nt was needed. Miller was

authorized to do the· revising. The revised oonstitution

was finally adopted in May ot 19:39. In. revising the oonsti­

tution. Miller attempted to i.n.olade a "growing process" into

the organizational design of the board ot control. III this

way man would llaV6 tile opportu.nity to learn the meahaniam. of

the gover.ni.t16 body while they were underc~assmen. By their

senior year, the men would be ready to step into :more 1m.peI"­

ta.n t poe1t.ions. The board of control wag now oomposed or a

president, secretary, treasurer, three seasonal ohairmen, all

of whom would be semora. and a faculty advisor. These season...

a1 chairmen wouJ.d pick juniors to act as indi'Vidual sport

heads in thuir particular seaSOlUh The sport managers could

in turn piak agSi8t~~tSJ if required, from the sophomore

class.. lUi0 ther dua.nge ..nads 'by thi$ .new COllS ti tution was

the s'~tstem, o:f fl,~a.rd_s. Tile Ljoint system, Dlsrltiol16d brie1;'1,;1

i..n Chapte:r r.rwo. was discarded. al:tnougn a:V;(:l.rus ware still

given for championships a~d speoial parfor~~~c~B.

The :t16t4~od of !"'inanci.nf~ the progran:t chan~3ed under

Mill.ar's udvi.sorship.. 1'1he y.aarly dues of fifty cents were
J

out to ten cents in 194D-41..~ The following year every

male stud.ent who enrolled at the college filutOl'Jatically ba-

cana a ~embar when he paid bis tuition. The U.!.A.A. then

..,
"'M.I.A.A. Board of Control, minutes ot the meetine,

November 14, 1938. - -
4

College 1rewspaper, The RaoQuet; Sept6taber 20, 1940, p.4.
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reoeived fifteen oents a samester trom the student aotivity

fees for eaoh male in college. It was hoped that this m.ethod

would encourai~e more participation in intratlural activities ...

Gradually t.his new syster;;. eliminated the need for money-

rr~ki.ng schemes, but the r<.I.A.A .. sponsored popular! ty contest

and dance was continued periodically until 1948-49. The

proceeds of the January 11, 1947 dance, however, were given

to the war memorial fund.'

lJ'he idea of startLlg all organization of officials was

discussed by the "board of control in 1939 .. 6 The idea was

dropped however and it was decided to nake the seasonal and

sport 'managers responsible for securing officials. Sometime

later durillg the ac.vlso.l'ship of Zlliller, the date eould not

be ,aCClotra telj' B:st:al)lislled, it oaca,ills tlic duty, of taaz:n captains

to 3t\PIJly all o:f"fic-ial .t""or eE~c11 CO~!ltiJr3t tils tea.r::~ ,participa'ted

in~

~Sa_ptall\ber of 1:~*/1,1 4'tha Or{[.ililizri'tiol1 ~N-as ~)6iS-it;LILill~::

to 1~Q6.1 tile ef~rt3ctt3 of' tllS ti13-ll ap::?roachin(;_ ~/2'orld ar II.

:£\10 -of i t5 cffict.1rs, r.1:t:6sidall't elect Iiojl Ilao~:I;lait3ter arld.

,,"s.d1.~iar~ Lanz aad bef~il drafted ·v6J'ore l~e t,urni!l~? to s ;~11001. 3101;1-

1y tile i·:: ..,.I.J~.J\,. bekf.tl11 :?allin~. apart arid bj1 Fe'br12iiXjJ of 1'943

thin.gs '-Nere really liisorgallized.. li.rticles such as t~1is

began to appear:

r.
"'College Newspaper, The RaCQuet, December 13, 1946, p.. 1.
;-

o .
!~.I .. A.. A. Board of Control, minutos .2f~ uesting,

November, 26, 1939.
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It's a race against time, however, tor teams in.
both leagues more than any else, beoause the problem of
manpower loons ahead as a stumbling block. There is
little doubt but that no team wi~ finish the season
wi th their original lina-up of players J having had to
recruit men as the season r oUs along" The Anzacs were
perhaps hit the hardest) and Blaek1e Zimm.-erma.u has h1n.t­
ed of signing a few dorm girls up so as to complete the
regular league schedule.

As this goss to press word COlj,6S that the £llazing
A.?-zacs, with a revamped line-up (no gir~s~), rompe~ through
vn til e. 47-10 Victory over the Guenth.er nouse Gang•

..4.2 though diso-rganized during that year, all men who pa.rtie-

ipa ted in th.e program enjoyed themselves. During the next

171;0 years no intramural activities were sponsored because the

college at.tsltipted to :netintain an intercollegiate basketball

sch.edJJ.le.
8

There were, during this period, atte.mpts by the

women iIi. t.he college to inclUde the remaining fe'w men. in. the

various phases of their activities.

The M. I •A.):... epons01"ed program. started UI.) again in

=\"ebrua!'j' of 1946 witil four 'winter sports. 'fhere W6:l"'e no elact-

ed offi,.:;ers that Y$a:r~ but the ac.tivities were well received

by the rapidly increaaing enr...,llmant of men.. It was larg,ely

t1.1.rough the efforts of LIlller and So few appointed assistants

that a successful i.nt1"arrm::ral year was completed. 'l'he next

.zchool year, 1946-47, saw the organization and its program

rULning SI'2oot...'11y and sO!:lewhat haole to norJTJ.8.1 again.

The program offered was that of Rctiv6 contests: .tleets,

and games while l-Jillar was advisor. The most consistent

7Collage Newspaper, The Racquet" February 5, 1943, p. 4.

~~111art .2£• .2!1-



17

otterings wen 'basketball, bowling, softball; v.olleyball,

touah football, tennis. swimming and badminton.

One outistandingincident, worthy of mention hars,

happened in the fall ot 1940. Bob stortz, a one-armed

golfer, competed in and won the r"~ .. 1. •.Ii_A. tournament over a
. ('

large field of partioipants. 'j

Large groups ot men competed in 1,~.r •.A,.A. sponsored

activities. In the 1950-.51 ba.sketball season, for i.o.sta.flce,

279 of the 544 mala atuden.ts participated. This \'\~s51 par

cen.t or the maleanroll.m.e.nt~ an unusually high figure.. An.

exception to this rule was tne 1954 inter-class swimrdngmeet

when only one senior appeared. Dave Gessert did manage to

keep ills ffteamn out of last place by swirrJ.ming in. allllost ever~,f

event. lie soored 18 points on Vll0 first places, t'wo second

.places, and two
1f'\

th1rdplaces" "'-v

On April 9th of 19511> the £,{.I ..A..A. sponsored a.n Intra-

mural Sports Das- Men. from La Crosse, R1ver Falls, :Bau Claire,

and ~'Yi.nona enjoyed sueh act!vi ties as volleyball, dartball,

badminton, shufflsboard, aerial darts and table t,ennis • The

ail'll of this ElPorts day "bras to further ,good relationa be tween

the schools" 'The board of control tried to arran.ge another

sports day tha following year but it did not materialize

because of inSUfficient interest on the part of the invited

schools.

9 College Yearbook, !!!!..&!. Crosse, 1940 t P. 109 ..

lOCo11ege Newspaper, The Racguet, April 8, 1954, p. 5.
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In order to promote and maintain interest in curling,

Miller made the suggestion to the Doard that an interoollegiate

matoh with Lawrence Collage be staged. The LhI.A.A. curlers

went to Appleton in ].1arch ot 1955 and were allotted ten

dollars per car for gas, oil and insurance. ll In March ot

1956 a return match was held in La Grosse.

Under the directorship of Miller, the 1J1.I ..A.A. contin-

ued to provide a wholesome, healthful, active program ot

sports tor those .men who vdshed to compete. The organization

maintained its important place in college life, and the

~I'Ootsn of the association continued to grow deeper into the

campus turf.

l1M•I •A•A• Board of Control, minutes of ~'meet1ng,
March 14, 1955-
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CHAPTER IV

RECmiT HISTORY

In $epteber of 1956 Robert Steuok 'beoame the third -

M.I.,A.A. advisor. In the short period ot two years m.uoh

has OtHUl aooomplished under his direotion. The great en-

rol1:ment increases of the past faw years have necessitated

ch~~ges in the organization. The M.I.A.A. oonstitution is

again being revised to provide for needed ohanges. An

offioials club has been formed at the college and has been

servlll..g the association by providing men. to of'flciate ita

gaw..6S. The first concerted effort at establishing coed

act!vi ties was begun. These are er:ramples ot some of the

importa.'1.t changes that have taken place to data •.

Like Millar, steuck was not a stra.o.ger to the 1::'. I .A.,A.

when he took over as its advisor~ He had served as its

searatary dUl"ing his senior year as a student at the collage.

steuok knew that the organization had to put a greater ~m-

phasis on pUblioity and e:x.pand its offerings in order to

rer~in successful and maintain its paramount purpose of pro-

viding "athletics tor all.~ A brochure containing the years

activities has been prepared the past two years. 1 Each in-

coming treamnen class and other interested persons are given

one free ot charge in the hopes or encouraging greater par-

ticipation. A new bulletin board system has been started to

lpersonal letter written by Robert Steuok to the
author on duly 9. 1958.
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turther publicize the association and inform its members of

current happenings. An amendment to its oonstitution provid­

ed for the re-establishment or a vio6~presidentwhos~ primary

duty is that or pUblici ty. 2 Two new activities) wrestling and

a track meet. have provided a more diversified program. Sever-

al other a.ctivi ties off'e.red in the past have been again made

part of the program to meet the varied needs o-t the greater

male population of the college.

Steuck' states that coed activitiag and ino.reased taoul-

ty partioipation have added oonsiderable student intsrest.

Mi:ted curling an.d volleyball have proved to be very popular

ar.:lOng the college students.. The ,M'. I .A.A.. would like to ful"th-

61" studant interest by sanding tea."U5 to playdays a.t1.d other

types of oompetitions.. In relation to this f;$te~ck4 has said,

!fHave teams t will trar.rel, ne<;d money .. !"! In th$ irlinter season

0 ..,'"> l"""C:o" 5'7'·> .,.. ,\,... ...,;;.. ";1 ;J ..... f -.;--:~ it. J.. <:t ,.:s".* -i"J,. .. cuslers VHIl"6 again financed. to travel to

Lawrance Go.llege to COiJ.1pete .. 5 It is the hops of steu.ck that

m.ore Lloney will be availahle. in the futurE; to continue financ-

:lng travel for outside cOffiostitions.
~

Tha increa.sed cost of athletic equipl:':lellt, the adding of

new activities, and greater ntuubcrs of men participating has

2y;:~I .. A.. A. Board of ContrOl, minutes .2! th.e meetia~,
May 14, l~i57"

3steual~~. op• .2ll.
4 .

College Yearbook, 1a!.~ Crosse, 1958, p. 146.

5M•1 •A•A• Board 01 Control. minutes .2!. the meetiB§.
February 1', 1957.



21

caused t'ne M.I.A.A. to ru...l'l into finanoial prohlems. In the

spring of 1958, steuck made a plea tor. an. inorease in funds

from. student activi ty fees. Be outlined the three following

possible suggestions to improve the problem:

1. !..ini t our offerings. whioh is not in standl.ug
with M.I.A.A. polley ot providing activities
for a.ll.

2. Usa mora ph.ysioal education equipment

3. Increase ot r~nds to meet the expanding pro€sam

pollaOk
6

states that Steuck t splea oame too lata to raoe1va

addi tional !flOney from student rees :1"or the 1958-59 sohool

year. His efforts, however, were not inv8,in beca.use the

.I.ll.• .t!.. will receiveappro;;dm...'1tely ~1.300 for equipment from
'7

a general college fu.nd. lioCCordil1g to Pollack f this is a

ter~pora.ry measure and the financiL"ll problem will be studied

again in the f'ut:u1"e.. The orgnnization has provided a full

'p.rOf.i~r~l iXi tile l)ast ~lears t:C'I! i:1 ver3' .small firie-nclal Clli;lay ~

Current receipt·g and Elxpendi tures for thG last 13 ,years are

shown in 'l'able2. It can. be sean that expead:i. tures have been

graduall~! ri;jilli; over tllG ;?,s(lrs. ;\1 t.h,OtJC~.h~ raeeiptf.l too l:tave

been Grad.ually getting largar, tb.ey have not increased in

proportion to the rising costs of operatinG a c~~pleta intra-

mural prograt'il.. The gra.nt of.' money from a ,general collage fund

will surely aid the association greatly in providing a well

6stated by Batty Pollack in an interitiew wi til the
author at La Crosse, wisconsin on July 21, 1958.

7Ibid"-
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rounded program.· More equipment oan 1?e bought tor presently

sponsored aot!vi ties', and money should' be laft to expand the

program to meet the varied 1nta,r:estsof the students.

TAm3 2. CURImNTRE~IPrSAND EXP!NDIT't-mES OF THE M..I.Au\.
FROM 1945-46 TO 1957-58

College CtU"rent i Currant
year reoeipts expenditures

1945-46 $ 27..95 I None

1946-47 I 109 ..06 $121.53

1947-48 126.22 I 155.61

1946-49 235.62 I 204.4.3

1949-50 169 ..51 ~56.24

1950-51 I 152.37 I 209.29

19'1-:52 127.77 liZ.;?j

1952-53 J 154.35 I 14'''' "'3~..)

1953-54 161.07 156.85

1954...55 166.80 167.60

1955-56 Z18.1.3 221.3.3

1956-57 259.23 221.)0

1957-58 2f>32.Bl 31).48

A real boon to the M.I.A.A. in the last two years has

b-een. the tormationof anotficials clUb at the oollege. This

organization was an offspring ot the Fhi Epsilon Kappa, the
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men t 8 honoraryphys1oal educat10n rratern1ty .. Through the

efforts 01' steuok, E. William Viokroy. and Robart Vaningan,
8

the first president. this olub waa organized. Its primary

purpose is to raise th.e standards and enoourage a better

performanee in o1":f'lciating athletic events. One of the ser....

vioes offered by the olub is that of providing officials

tor .I.1\..A. sponsored contests. This is dona free of' oharge

so that its members might gain valuable and praotical ex­

perience. Not only does the intramural program have better

orfioiated games, but this also removed a problem that had

always been a ffheadaehe" for the association.

The constitution of the M.I.A.A. is at the present

time being revised, for the st;oond timet to provide for chan­
g

ges in the organizational design of the controlling body.·

A senior board or control and a junior board of directors

aI'S provided for. .ttll meIllbel"8 of 'both of these bodies will

be seniors. Tllaseniorboard is com.posed of the president,

vice-president, secretary, and t:reasu.r~u·., The junior board

are the aeasordll chairmen. 'lthese seasonal 'Jhail."men will

choose mer:. to act as sports head.s for activities during

their season, fall, winter, or spring. The sports heads may

then pick as :rea.ny assistants as thay de~m necessary. sport

heads and assistants may be chosen from the underclassmen of

"th.e oolloge. Some ot these ohanges have already been :made

by EUilending the ,present constitution, but the revision will

g .
Steuok, .2.a. o1,t. 9Ibid•-



24

serve to clarifythase ~eoessary ohanges.:

The a.ccomplishments are many in the ty,;o years of

Steuok· s advisorship, but more 1s yet to eO.i:ile. This ambi­

tious organization is looking ahead and has many plans for

the future. HigllSChool Intramural Days here at the college,

new program offerings, such as winter relays and riflery,

and a prograa:.. tor S lliiIDlex sohool students, are being consid-

area as future projects.

In the fall of th.e coming 3cnool term, 1958-59, the

l'::: ... I.A .. A. will 'be celebrating the thirtieth anniversary of

its t·ounding. It has been a "tory a.ctive organization tor

28 of those 30 years, the exception. was a t','¥o year period

during World ""'iar II.. Even though. there were dif.1'erenc6s to

be fou..l:ld in the association during each of the three pnasas

of .it.s l·l.isto,r.v~ the Or~tailizatio[j. has i~,cilti.rlued to SDOllS0r
- # ~' ~

a COD-plate intrat:~ttrnl pro~~r8.!;a c,f: r~atillstics for all •. H

lOIbid..-
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APFlOO}IX

OF1IC1mS Ann ADVISORS
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192$-1929

1929....1930

1930-1931

19)1-19'2

1932-1933

19:;3-1934

·1934--193.5

1935-1936

Prasident: Herbert :Fisher'
V1ee-President: Harry N11as
$80retarJ: George Zeilke
T1"essurttr: Howard :Mnndt
Faoulty Advisor: FerdLipovetz

Presid.ent: Harry fiilEls. Meyer Hausfeld
Viee-Presidsn.t: IVEll\ Hunt
seoretaryt A.r"~.n Kraef't f Zize:ler Eousteld
TreasUJ:'er: Elmer 'fib! toy
Faoulty Advisor: Ferd Lipovetz

:?residen.t: rvan Bun t
Viae-:P~eside.nt:t'ia1ter D151lozr.dak
Seoz-etary: Armill 'Kraef't
T.reasu.rer~ Carol Jt?larud
Faculty Advisor: Eerd tipovetz

?reaident: LSo.ntlN z,ZaoI*orie
ViQ;e-P~aidGnt: Tal J':&llbeek
sa Ql~$tary: Sam .Papin
Traas~r: Wiltred DiJi:on
Faculty Advisor: Ferd Lipovetz

~aiden.t: Al:fxed. Ll.ndar
YiGe...?rasident~ ~alliam FaI'viH!ll
~$Gcrtrtary~ 'Naltsr Reid
TreuU-rsr.: Tolvo Rina
nanlty Advisor: Ferd Li.povetz

1:~re$id6nt: ,Allen Eales
Via-a-.Presiden.t: L. Joh.<'1son
Sec·ra ta.ry : Crystal
T:.t-aa.sussr: Zastrow
ji'aeulty Advisor: FeX'd Lipovetz

?.rasident: La Vern.e Johnson
Vioe-i~5iden.t:Laur-enst:lallbrook
Seere tl.U7 ~ FrWl(lia Drury
tr:re.asu.rer: 1iBrOld Mayer
Faoulty Advisor. Fard Lipovatz

?nsldant: Edward Harchutz
Vice-President: Bill Bake.r
sacretuy: RaY l:a.hl
~asu.rer: GOBen Venige.n.
laoulty Adv1lor: LeOll tiller



1936-1931

1937-19;8

1938-19;9

19'9-1940

19/.0-1941

Pr.8~dent: 018rk.Oarn~a

V1c.-J?resident:·· !YU S11vernagle
Seere1tary: Bill Alter
Trea.surtlr: Jass Turner
.Faculty ··Advl$or: Ferd LipQVGtz··

!"'rGsident: Bill Ogilvie
V1ce-l'rtJ$1dent: Kenn6thPOL"l8
s~ontal7: Walter Sc1:loenteld
TrlllaaUI"$r: l'fl1bur Rasa
Faculty Advisor: Ferd I.ipovetz

rres1dellt: Ken...JlY DO.f4~e
V1oe-Fresid$llt; Lyle Hope
Seerstary: J OM 31roball
Treasurer: !~a.rvln Hanley
Faculty Ad:visQr: Leon Mi~ltlr

President; tim Bruin.s
SEcretary: Monte Pelton
Treasurer: .IU lCling
1a.cult.y Adviaol": Le011 Miller

President: .l\rt Wfeg!l(iI"
Staoretaryt iJl1aiJ:"les S1ader
T.:r(H,lSUrer: Clesson Cook
Faculty Advisor: Leon ~111er

:;0

1941...1942 President: Jack Belden
!:~eorataryt ,ram~g s1.'.:linn, Cliff DeVoll
Trea:Hlr~r: LloydThempaoll
:Fact'tlty Advisor: Leon lti~ler

1942-1943 ?:re$1u$tlt: Roilney ne,macn
;;jeeretarj' : HetU7 Rilling
TrtH1S1lrer: :afd Htlper J J'OM Ba.rth
..,. 1'· ~ ..1 > •• '''''1.Jtacu_T.y .h.u'V2S0r: ,t.;eon t::1. .........er

194)-1944­

1944-1945

1945-1946

Inautiv6 b~~aus~ or World War II

!nactiv0 necffilse or world War 11

In.aat.ive b~caUs$ of: \vorld War II

1946-~947 President: ~o/.allacc Zimmerm.an, J'011....1 Allen
Becratary: Jolul Kenney
Tr~'H'isurer: nUI'1ll.lbart1n
Fnou.lty Advisor; Leon Miller

1947·1948 Pr'esident:
secre1'ia.r1:

Ken Eanso.tl
Ray Baty
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Treasurer: Leo Cl1GllOwetb.
FaouJ.ty Advisor: Leon Miller

19411-1949 !?reside.nt: Edward Kline- t Robert Husssy·
Secretary: Mike Sauerbroi*, T110J:laS stoppenbaoh*
Treasurer: Hubert Rboda
Faculty Advisor: Leon 1Z1118r

1949-1950 President: ffarold .Kaiser
Sa ere tary : -",Ulen D!'eler
Treasurer: Edwin. BOQ!"
Faoulty Advisor: l.eon 1lillar

1950-1951 President: P~h$rt ltailhoter
Be oretary: "tdlllam!Ieald
Treasurer : HfJ:Ury 1,1:£tule
Faculty Advisor: l.eoa iUller

1951-1952 F.r~sident; J. Vano.en. "doogUd
SeC?8"tary: Earl Walsh
T.r~aBurer~ Henry Maule
Faculty Advisor: laon lliJ.lel:'

1.952-19.53 :President: Jm:1.es De~l

Seorotary;, Robert StfJuak
Tr"a.surer~ Arden watrud~ Bob ~i:ichtGr'*
Faeulty Advisor: l.eon !~i.llar

1953-1954 Pr*sidant: Dick Olsen
Secretary: iean :aonsaal~

'!'i."tlasurer: Bob ':rells
Faculty Adviso~~ Leon Miller

1954-19,5 fr&$idGnt~ Vern Seefeldt
SfiHi-~etary :130b Zold
T:reasurel": Nla~11 lialson
Faculty Ad1iaor: Leon 1,'.111ar

1955-1956 President: Bob rJewnOUf36
fieeretar:;. ,Jim. VJ11rshal.l
'Iraasurer: Bill Iiutotlins
Facult,y Advisor: Le4l1 .Miller

1956-1.957 President: Diok lligg
secretary: ?ritz Pdlgertnan
Treasurer: Stan. !{s:wano
FacuJ.ty Advisor: Rooert steuck

*These men were nominated for the off1oe. Thus was
no evidence as to who won the election..



1957-1958 President: Ron Chase
Vice President; Bob Auer
seoretary: 3d Steinbreoher
Treasurer: Gordon Wellman
Faoulty Advisor: Robart Steuok
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