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THE THIRD AND FOURTH INTERVIEW SESSIONS, CONDUCTED IN JANUARY 2015, ARE RESTRICTED UNTIL JANUARY 1, 2022. IT CAN ONLY BE ACCESSED WITH WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM JAMES BAUGHMAN.

First Interview Session (January 6, 2015): Digital File

Time	Keywords
00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction

00:00:45	Question: Why UW-Madison? Answer: James “Jim” Baughman (JB) offered an overview of his being hired at UW-Madison. He was ABD at Columbia University; he found out about the instructor position in the Journalism School (JSchool) from a history department staffer, whom he had befriended, who put the job listing in his department mail box. He applied “on a lark” and was offered an interview in March 1979. 

00:02:56	Question: More on JB’s time at Columbia? Answer: JB spoke about his dissertation topic and his work for Columbia’s Oral History Institute. When asked, he talked about the type of recorder (portable cassette) he used both in his research and for the oral history program. 

00:07:22	Question: More on primary journalism/history course? Answer: JB talked about the History of Mass Communication course he has taught at UW-Madison since 1979 and about his teaching experience prior to coming to UW. He also noted here that his freelance writing, which was deadline driven, was probably another factor in the JSchool hiring him.

00:10:38	Question: Columbia in 1970s? Answer: According to JB, the post-Vietnam period left a bitter taste in the mouths of faculty and students. He also reminded the interviewer of New York City’s late 1970s tumultuous history. In spite of all that, JB felt he learned from some excellent professors and that his cohorts did well after graduating from Columbia and moving into the workforce. When asked about the job market in the late 1970s, JB called it “terrible.” He thanked his advisor and others at Columbia who argued that he (and his cohorts) broaden their job search beyond traditional tenure track faculty positions in history departments.

00:13:40 	Question: Housing situation in Madison? Answer: He said his housing search in Madison started off rocky because he came to town with a cat. He wanted to live downtown and ended up living in a couple of different downtown apartments for the first several years before buying a house on Madison’s near west side. 

00:15:03	Question: Course load? Answer: Besides the history of mass communications class, he taught the intro to newswriting course. He offered an overview of his early years teaching that class. 

00:16:45	Question: Overview regarding undergraduate students in late 1970s/early 1980s? Answer: He recalled that some of the students who worked at the Daily Cardinal had a “chip on their shoulders” and that most of his students came from WI or MN. Those students tended to be on the shy side. JB, when asked, also offered the reasons he felt he could reach the students and the ways his “so-so” high school and undergraduate academic career probably made him a better teacher.  

00:21:11	[No question.] In regards to teaching, JB never assigned a book that he and students did not discuss during class. In regards to the history of mass communication class, JB had freedom to make it his own. He moved away from the required textbook to multiple assigned readings. He also built in readings on the history of advertising and public relations once he found good scholarship on them. 

00:24:34	Question: When did JB start to see more good scholarship? Answer: By the late 1980s, JB saw good scholarship on the topics he taught in the history course. He offered one example: a book on the history of media coverage of the Vietnam War. He spoke here about balancing his desire to show journalists as humans (not heroes) but also not turn the students away from the major and profession.

00:27:40	Question: When did Vietnam War become history? Answer: He always lectured about the War, but only fully incorporated it into his class once the aforementioned scholarship was published. He discussed another aspect of his teaching: he required a book or article, but he would not argue blindly for the author’s thesis. 

00:29:43	Question: How did JB balance dissertation and teaching? Answer: He recalled in those early years teaching 2 courses a semester, plus a 3rd course every 4th semester. To finish his dissertation, he made sacrifices, such as limiting his amount of personal, social activities. He remarked that his advisor did not like his early drafts. (He noted that irony that now he will argue against the early drafts of his graduate students who, like he was, are balancing a job and a dissertation.) He defended his dissertation the Spring of 1981 and moved from an instructor to a professor with the Ph.D.

00:32:48	Question: Path to tenure? Answer: He said that his colleagues seemed genuinely supportive of his work. He worked hard to make sure that his dissertation had been published (or at least in galleys) when he submitted his tenure packet. He called his packet “thin,” but his colleagues stood behind him, giving him the benefit of the doubt when needed.

00:34:30	Question: Colleagues? Answer: Colleague Bill Blankenburg and his wife Pat helped keep him sane. Blankenburg was also a “wonderful” teacher. He also spoke briefly here about Harold “Bud” Nelson, who seemed to appreciate JB’s efforts in the history course, as well as two other colleagues: Jack McLeod and Steve Chaffee. Jack and Steve respected JB’s work, even though it differed greatly from theirs.

00:37:02	Question: Other colleagues outside of Journalism? Answer: John Cooper in History became an early ally. He explained why. Then, when asked, he explained how other faculty treated him, particularly his Ivy League background.

00:39:44	Question: Post-dissertation research? Answer: While working on and finishing his dissertation, he became interested on the TV side of his FCC history. By the mid to late 1980s, JB felt he could embark on a history of aspects of American television and broadcast journalism. When asked for more on his writing, he spoke of his 2nd and 3rd books, including why he decided to write on Henry Luce (book 2) and an interpretive history of mass media (book 3). 

00:44:08	Question: Service to University? Answer: JB listed some of his service to campus during the 1980s and 1990s. When asked, he spoke more about his time in the Faculty Senate and the Badger Herald advisory board. He also spoke here of his memories of the “rivalry” between the Daily Cardinal and the Badger Herald during his time on the BH’s board. 

00:47:30	Question: Any memories of 1980s protests on campus? Answer: He did not recall any campus protests during the 1980s, except for the racial tension on campus that arose in the late 1980s. He recalled being thanked by students for speaking openly to his classes about the tension. Without going into detail, he did not approve of campus administration’s handling of racial issues.

00:49:42	Question: Any other possible jobs during this time period? Answer: JB admitted he always kept an eye out for a history department position. For one reason he never liked teaching the newswriting course. But he decided that teaching journalism at UW-Madison was better than teaching history somewhere else.

00:51:20	Question: Final thoughts? Answer: He wanted to conclude with the idea of ballooning enrollments at the JSchool and the school’s effort to institute enrollment limits. And he also wanted to say that, for the most part, the JSchool always included strong faculty. 

00:52:41	End of First Interview Session

Second Interview Session (January 9 and 15, 2015): Digital File

Time	Keywords
00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction

00:00:52	Question: Notable graduate students? Answer: James Baughman (JB) noted a steady stream since the beginning. He talked about a few of them, including Jeff Smith, James Kates, Karen Miller, Russell, and Carolyn Bronstein, who have gone onto academic careers elsewhere. When asked, he spoke to his working relationship with his graduate students; he gave them autonomy but would closely edit every chapter they submitted.

00:04:13	Question: Teaching style? Answer: JB has never used slides or PowerPoint to lecture. He has engaged students through his lecture and his writings on the board (including maps of the U.S. East Coast). He has heard from some of today’s students that they have appreciated the lack of technology in his classes. When asked, JB noted how he always has prepared by reviewing his lecture before class. He also spoke here about erring on the side of including too much information in a lecture, and he will tinker with his classes quite a bit. 

00:08:13	Question: Writing/getting published in the 1990s? Answer: He reminded the interviewer of his 3 published books from 1985-1992. After that he spent the next 15 years researching and writing Same Time, Same Station. He did get articles published during the 1990s, as well as revisions of two of his previously published books. When asked, he spoke about his research (conducted in various archives in Washington, DC and California) during this time period for Same Time. He also talked about how most of his published articles during this time came from non-Same Time research. 

00:12:51	Question: Organizations? Answer: JB talked about several organizations and their conferences or annual meetings, including the Business History Conference, the Policy History Conference, the American Historical Association and the Organization of American Historians. He also noted that while he preferred the smaller conferences (the first two listed) over the larger conferences (the last two listed), he rarely returned from a conference without feeling re-invigorated about his own research and writing. 

00:17:44	Question: How did JB balance research and teaching? Answer: He talked about a period in the late 1980s and after receiving tenure when he “calmed down a bit.” Regardless of the stress caused from JSchool issues, he decided to leave that stress at the classroom door. He also talked about how the JSchool’s revamp of enrollment requirements led to a strong group of students, which lightened teaching stress.

00:20:36	Question: JB on JSchool Curriculum Committee? Answer: JB confirmed his membership on the committee, but cited others (particularly Bill Blankenburg) who worked tirelessly on curriculum changes. JB talked in general about the curriculum changes and the difficulty enacting them. He offered brief examples of two specific changes: making the 202 class a requirement and combining advertising and public relations. These and other changes, to JB, brought the school out of the “1950s.” 

00:24:14	[No question.] In the mid-1990s, the Dean of Letters & Science cut lecture funding. JB explained the consequences of this action. The JSchool was small, and they worried a lot about doing things that would offend the Dean. JB recalled a meeting when Blankenburg basically said the JSchool should try or do what they want and then sell it, if necessary, to the Dean. Without going into specifics, JB said that change in mindset allowed the JSchool to be innovative. When asked, JB noted that until he become JSchool Director in 2003, he only interacted with Deans and other high ranking administrators primarily socially (except when escorting a job candidate to a meeting with the Dean) and only on rare occasions. 

00:28:23	Question: Journey towards full professor? Answer: JB spoke a bit about the process, saying it happened rather quickly and came with a small salary bump. He thought it arose with some buzz after the publication of one of his first three books. When asked about the Meier award on this CV, JB talked about this “wonderful” award and what it offered him (stipend to aid with travel research). 

00:32:24	Question: Journalism Quarterly editorial board? Answer: JB began by talking about the organization that published JQ as well as Journalism History. He primarily reviewed article manuscripts. When asked, he furnished his memories on how his review style changed over time, becoming less “prickly.” He also talked about how the quality of submissions to the journals improved during his board tenure.

00:37:31	Question: Opportunities to change jobs? Answer: Overall, JB rarely sought out employment elsewhere; he offered a few reasons why. He noted that he applied on occasion for jobs in history departments and was a finalist for the Dean of the Journalism School at Ohio State University. He briefly commented on why not getting that job served as a “lucky break.”

00:41:05	Question: Path towards becoming JSchool Director in 2003? Answer: He talked about how the director position changed from one that no one really wanted (with long periods of service) to a rotational position. In 2003, JB took his turn at it. 

00:43:24	Question: JB’s work on Professor Sharpless’ two campaigns for Congress? Answer: Professor Sharpless asked JB in 1998 to help him run for the Republican nomination. The winner would run for an open seat, replacing Congressman Klug. Sharpless lost the primary in 1998 but won in 2000. Then he almost upset then Congresswomen (now Senator) Baldwin. JB explained his role and the enjoyment he received from being involved in those campaigns. Because of his experience, he tells his students to jump at the chance to work on a political campaign. This discussion led the interviewer to ask JB about being a republican at UW-Madison. JB spoke about how his colleagues tolerated him and how changes in the Republican Party have disillusioned him. When asked for final thoughts, JB said he had none at this time.  

[Interviewer’s note: I asked a few follow-up questions to Baughman before the beginning of the 3rd interview; I decide to add them to end of the 2nd interview.]

00:48:06	Introduction to 2nd Interview Addendum

00:48:26	Question: More on “publishing gap,” between 1992 and 2007? Answer: After JB wrote two books, besides the book based on his dissertation, in the late 1980s/early 1990s, he felt a bit of burn out. Plus, those books had contracts with deadlines. He wanted his next book to be written without a contracted deadline. Plus, he knew his 4th book would be his most ambitious, so he did not want to feel rushed. He then spoke to the process, including the challenges, to write Same Time, Same Station. In retrospect, he noted that having a contracted deadline would have led him to finish the book sooner.

00:51:50	Question: Will JB talk more about Same Time, Same Station? Answer: Overall, JB felt pleased with the book; he said that it meant a lot to him. While it earned some nice reviews, he wished it sold more. He postulated that it might have sold more if published in the late 1990s or early 2000s; he explained why. When asked, JB talked about doing a bit of publicity for it, but he wanted to do more. He loved the publisher’s (John Hopkins) production styles and values, but they did ask JB to cut text, which he did. He noted that if one does publish multiple books, s/he will learn all of his/her ideas will make it into the finish product.

00:57:20	Question: JB’s thoughts on UW-Madison’s response to late 1980s racial tensions? Answer: JB felt “heartsick” by the actions of a few fraternities that led to racial tensions on campus. JB took the question of racial tolerance seriously, including taking class time to lecture on it. Overall, however, he felt campus administration overreacted to a small subset of undergraduates who acted inappropriately. JB then spoke to his memory of campus’ reaction, focusing on the introduction of speech codes, the bureaucratic response, and the ethnic studies requirement. JB said his upbringing and background made him conscious of racial inequality, so he took offense when some “lectured” to him on this topic. His last thought on this topic was that all this reaction never addressed another problem: Why African-Americans students inside Wisconsin rarely considered attending UW-Madison?

01:03:33	Question: Where did JB socialize on or near campus? Answer: JB listed a couple of places, including the Nitty Gritty, Paisan’s, and Jordan’s Big 10 Pub. He did not socialize at the Unions as much as some of his colleagues. He enjoyed the opportunity to meet and mingle with staff and faculty in these settings.

01:06:34	End of Second Interview Session
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