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Abstract: In his June 2012 interview with Christine Haas, Winton Boyd discusses his family & growing up in Minneapolis MN.  He explains his history and involvement with the LGBT community; through being the Senior Pastor at Orchard Ridge United Church of Christ and as a brother to three gay/lesbian siblings. He discusses the following topics: family, LGBT issues, open and affirming congregations, gay and lesbian issues of acceptance, Christian fellowship, Spiritually Affirming Friends Everywhere (SAFE) group, Boy Scouts, marriage amendment, activism, inclusion, and the dinosaur dying.  This interview was conducted for inclusion into the UW-Madison Oral History Program.
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First Interview Session (June 12, 2012): Digital File


Time	Keywords
00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction


00:00:34	Question: Could you tell me your birth date and a little about your childhood?
	Answer:  Born January 3, 2012.  One of eight children; one brother is gay and two sisters are lesbians. Their sexuality is what partly prompted his involvement and interest with LGBT community.  Lived in Minneapolis MN for 10 yrs after college, Fresno CA for 7 years and have been in Madison WI for 13 years.


00:01:25    [no question] Met his wife Tammy while living in Minneapolis after college. Three     
	      children born in Minneapolis; call Madison home as it’s where they grew up.  


00:02:10    Question:  Did you realize your siblings had different sexual orientation than you  
	growing up?
 Answer:  In college (1977-1981) older brother came out to family (over a year’s time). During college two friends who were involved in faith based Christian fellowship group came-out to him.  At that time being gay was “unusual”.


00:03:26   [no question]  Winton & his wife Tammy lived with a person who he worked with  
who told them prior to their moving in he was gay.  He was working with a group that was going to take away his gay tendencies & desires.  This was a horrible situation that made this man’s life implode.  The insanity and pain of watching this man denying who he was made an impact on us.  It was 1985 or 86’. It made Tammy & I realize we couldn’t be involved with denying a person’s sexuality.  This man says Tammy’s acceptance of him was literally a life saving moment; she received him without judgment, just compassion.	


00:06:33	[no question] We moved to California, near my brother.  Around 1995 my sister announced that she was in love with a woman.  Within my biological family the response went from wonderful to horrible.  Realized as a pastor he couldn’t be involved in a congregation that his siblings wouldn’t be welcome in.  We knew of a lot of people in the church who had relatives that were gay. Through the work of Winton and another pastor this church became a UCC open and affirming congregation. 

00:07:50	[no question]  In 1990,  when I started looking for a new church I only looked at churches that were open and affirming.  I knew I couldn’t represent a community who would reject someone because of their sexual orientation.


00:08:30	Question:  Where do you fit in your family of eight?
	Answer:   I’m number four.  In the late 90’s a third sibling (sister) came out as a lesbian.  She chose for a while to live in part of a church community that supported her in denying her sexuality.  Subsequently she changed that stance and relocated to the area.  Over a period of 10 years his biological family went through a lot of soul searching around gay and lesbian issues of acceptance.


00:10:33	Question:  Was your family involved with the church when you were young?
Answer:  Family went to church.  Parents felt “civic duty” to take kids to church.  Parents weren’t overly religious or faithful.  For a while (not today) Winton was the only sibling who was a practicing Christian who wasn’t judgmental of gays & lesbians.


00:12:01	Question:  What was ORUCC like when your first came here?
Answer:  Church was 40 years old, long history of social activism, and active involvement with issues.  Previous clergy fired – church did a lot to help heal the church members.  1993 church became officially open and affirming.  Previous pastor complicated the process; effort to be an early adaptor may have been heavy handed.  To be open, church must say people are welcome regardless of sexual orientation.


00:15:13	[no question]  A group of “straight” folks created a fellowship group named SAFE, (Spiritually Affirming Friends Everywhere). Designed to give LGBT and straight allies a chance to share fellowship.  Was one of the most active & involved groups in the church.


00:17:24	Question:  That community still exists; the SAFE group is still going?
	Answer:  Yep.  It has evolved.  The straight folks who started it have aged or died (who created the group) gave it strength.  They were among the most respected original pillars of the church; Dean & Edith Arney, John & Margaret McClung, Ellen Fluke also Steve & Martha Sheets (still involved).  They gave a sense of validation for the LGBT members. 


00:19:08	[no question] Welcomed LGBT folks with SAFE.  Now there is kind of a struggle, for purpose.  Most LGBT members are fully integrated in the church and fully affirmed as human beings.  The sense of needing refuge in the storm isn’t needed like when the group first began.  SAFE is doing work with the transgender community on inclusion.


00:21:07	[no question] In 2000 an associated pastor was called to the church.  She was with a woman.  She moved here with her.  Later they split.  The pastor told Winton and the congregation that she was bi-sexual.  Later she met and married a man.  He was amazed by how graceful the church accepted these revelations.  She left after six years.  He thought that if this church can get through and accept this type of public revelations from a pastor, it can get through anything.


00:24:06	[no question] Something a straight friend told him once; “I don’t get what it is like for a man to be attracted to a man, or for a woman to fall in love with a woman. I don’t need to.”  And so when I embrace open and affirming it’s not that I get it. I understand as a Christian I should welcome them without the need to understand.  The grace of members in the church, recognizing that we shouldn’t be passing judgment on others; was there from the beginning of the church.


00:28:30	[no question] If we did a survey of the people of what it is they value here, community would be the top thing.  Issues of social justice would be right there too.  What keeps people here is because they want to be at a level of community involvement with others.  They recognize they want to be in a community for who they are not because of their labels.  People prefer to be known for something other than being gay.


00:31:07	Question:  Does the church do anything with the youth? LGBT group?
Answer:  Formal and informally.  Formally we have a class for our youth in middle school that walks through different expressions of sexuality.  We teach them to be accepting of all.  Informally, we have always had at least one youth in high school that wasn’t heterosexual.  I don’t think we yet understand what we are affording our youth by accepting them.  How simply and casually the language we use concerning acceptance and inclusion is different than school, families or the wider culture around them.  The diversity of how people fall in love is part of life.


00:35:08    [no question]  We  have heard that many people join our church because they want to 		      be accepted as LGBT.  Families are joining because they want to raise their kids in     	 	      such a community. They tell us they want their children to learn acceptance and 	  	      inclusion of all people.  Parents of newborns are telling us they want their child 	 	      baptized and raise here because they don’t know if their child will be gay or lesbian; 	 	      if they are they want them to have grown up in a community that has always been 		      accepting of them.  Winton believes this reflects social and societal evolution; that a 		      larger percentage of people having babies would be comfortable if that child is 		      lesbian or gay.


00:36:45	[no question]  A member of the church (23 years old), doesn’t choose either gender.  He has become very savvy about where and when he wears a dress.  He told Winton, “he wished adults would grow up!”  Winton tried to explain to him that you can’t experience their environment and they can’t experience yours. How different it is for him than LGBT people who are “my” age (53).  So much of their coming out process was filled with pain.  In talking to young LGBT adults, especially, in this church; they haven’t had that painful experience. “The basic way you stand in the world is shaped by how we are welcomed or not as young people growing up.”


00:39:34	Question:  Does the church do any activism around the LGBT movement?
	Answer:   For a number of years we had a large contingent that marched in the Gay Pride Parade.  When the marriage amendment was being voted on (2007) we had an enormous amount of people who volunteered by knocking on doors, making phone calls, writing letters.  A number of people are activists outside of the church who are a great recourse to us. Bonnie Augusta & Ali Blanchard are two who are deeply supported by members of this church.  Bonnie has worked with groups to help bring understanding and acceptance to LGBT issues.  Allie had some challenges and was open about it; those close to her have loved watching her become an activist as she has grown as a college student.


00:41:27	Question:  Is there anything you would like to talk about?
	Answer:  Two other issues we have had to deal with; Boy Scouts came out very strongly against gays and lesbians.  We had four different troops that would meet in the church that we sponsored.  As a congregation we voted and decided to no longer sponsor them, they were allowed to still meet in the church but a neighborhood center sponsored them.  A great number of the scouts were members of the church. It was difficult because the local troop leaders didn’t agree with National Boy Scout Headquarters policy/view on this.  


00:43:34	[no question] The second thing was the question of if we might stop signing marriage licenses.  As it is now we act as legal agents of the state, we do what a judge does and sign marriage licenses. On the other hand I represent the church, I can marry whoever I want to marry.  Institutional and personal lines begin to cross.  I don’t do a ton of weddings, the straight ones or gay ones. 


00:45:00	Question:  Do you think it will ever be resolved in WI?
	Answer:  Believes the little babies he just baptized will be able to legally marry someone of the same gender in any state. Feels it will come on a national level…Supreme Court? Legal challenges are at a much higher level.  The votes still pass but the basic voting public is increasingly not interested in gay marriage or very supportive of it.  The night before President Obama verbally embraced gay marriage Winton heard a news program predict that at least one if not both presidential candidates will be for gay marriage.  General trend is in the right direction.  After gay marriage ban passed; Anti-gay marriage sediment described as “a flailing tail of a dying dinosaur”. It’s going to do damage for sure, but the dinosaur is dying.  It is a helpful image that Winton holds onto he says, “I try to remember that it may be easier for me to believe that because my life is not constantly challenged”.  But,” just looking around; I do believe, the dinosaur is dying”.


00:48:18	file closed. 
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