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FROm THC CDITORS 
In the f a l l  of 1981, Linda Parker (then Women's Studies ~ibrarian-at-Large) 
used this space t o  announce the formation of a national task force, dedicated 
t o  developing a computerized d a t a  base of information on women. In this issue, 
we review the history of the project and report on the latest stage -- the 
creation of a thesaurus of indexing terms. 

The goal of a women's studies data  base was f i r s t  formulated during the annual 
meeting of the American Library Association i n  June, 1981, when a panel pre- 
sentation titled "With Reference t o  Women" ignited the imaginations of many 
i n  the audience. The speakers focused on the need for better bibliographic 
control of writings about women. Feminist scholarship pub1 ished in tradition- 
al  discipl inary journal s i s  s t i l l  no t  adequately represented in existing 
indexes and on1 ine sources, they asserted, and the bourgeoni ng a1 ternati ve 
feminist press i s  virtually invisible. 

A t  that ALA session, a number of librarians joined an ad hoc Data Base Task 
Force, which Linda Parker organized and chaired. The group continued t o  meet 
over the next two years a t  conferences of  the ALA and the National Women's 

, Studies Association, drawing more and more interested librarians. They . 
debated such issues as how on1 ine records should be structured, how the pro- 
ject could be funded, how the da ta  base could be made widely available, and 
so on. To document the need for online bibliographic retrieval i n  women's 
sludies, the group undertook a systematic analysis of existing d a t a  bases and 
printed indexes using a detailed set of criteria devised by Sarah Pritchard, 
Women's Studies Specialist a t  the Library of Congress. 

A t  about  this stage, Barbara Parker, head of the Women's Studies Program a t  
the University of Colorado, linked up with the task force. Barbara was a l -  
ready involved in building a computerized d a t a  base of non-sexist curricular 
materials for  K-12 education. She dreamed of creating a model for an all- 
encompassing da ta  base in women's studies, while accomplishing her own more 
1 imited objectives. Recognizing Barbara's eipertise in automation, as we1 1 as 
her successful record of  grant-getting, the task force was delighted t o  work 
closely w i t h  her. 

The founding of  the National Council fo r  Research on Women in the fa1 1 of 
1982 lent new impetus t o  the data base project. As a coalition of women's 
studies research centers -- some private and some public, some affiliated with 
universities, others independent -- the Council champions worthy projects t h a t  
advance feminist scholarship, and assists centers in obtaining grant money t o  
support collaborative research. High on i t s  l i s t  o f  priorities i s  the estab- 
lishment of a nat ional  information system in women's studies, t o  include 
reports of research in progress, working papers issued by centers and insti- 
tutes, and directory-type da ta  on individuals and organizations, i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  periodical 1 i terature. Impressed by the planning and analysis a1 ready 
underway, the Council "adopted" the 1 i brarians' Data Base Task Force, providing 
the administrative expertise and anticipated financial support t o  make the 
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dream a reality. 

Under the aegis of the Council, the task force has grown from a small group 
of librarians gathering i n  hotel and dorm rooms a t  ALA and NWSA conferences 
t o  a more diverse circle of librarians, faculty, publishers, and research 
administrators. Outside funds are currently being sought t o  underwrite tech- 
nical development of the da ta  base. Meanwhile, a sub-comnittee i s  compiling 
a thesaurus of indexing terms. The Thesaurus Comnittee met i n  New York on 
January 18 and again i n  Washington on April 19. A t  the Washington meeting, 
a development schedule was adopted t h a t  should lead t o  the availability of a 
useabl e thesaurus by early 1985. 

Why has the creation of a thesaurus generated so much interest and enthusiasm 
a t  this stage? First and most practically, i t  i s  the one component of the 
project t h a t  can be tackled immediately without substantial outside funding.  
The intellectual labor on the thesaurus i s  being donated by the participating 
subject specialists, librarians, and indexers; the Council offers partial 
support for travel and other miscell aneous expenses from i t s  small operating 
fund; and the Business & Professional Women's Foundation generously grants 
release time t o  i t s  librarian, Cheryl Sloan, for coordinating the project. - 

' The real sense of urgency and commitment, however, derives from this unique 
opportunity for women to  appropriate the power of naming. The disregard for 
women in ma1 e-devi sed naming systems i s  everywhere evident, b u t  especial 1 y 
so in some of the standard tools upon which scholars rely. Try locating 
references to  battered women i n  Psycho1 odcal Abstracts, for exampl e. A1 - 
though psychologists have increasingly observed and analyzed this form of 
victimization i n  the last decade, until 1982 there was no established heading 
under which their published reports could be quickly found. Even today, the 
term used i s  "Family violence," ignoring the plight of abused women outside 
traditional marriages. 

The problems with existing standardized_terminology range from the sheer 
invisibility of women (the Library of Congrqss, for example, has yet t o  pro- 
vide a heading for Asian-American women) t o  the submergence of specific 
issues under broad categories or less familiar wordings. The pioneering 
works on comparable worth, for instance, are subsumed by the phrase "Sex 
discrimination in employment" in most 1 ibrary catalogs, while more recent 
studies may be filed under the newer subject heading "Equal pay for equal 
work." I n  neither case i s  a cross-reference made from the more commonly 
encountered catch phrase "comparable worth." 

The charge t o  the Thesaurus Committee i s  t o  propose clear and authoritative 
terms and phrases for concepts relating specifically to  women. This task of 
naming is  critical in a field where the vocabulary is  borrowed from many dis- 
ciplines and changes w i t h  shifting perceptions and concerns i n  the larger 
society. Witness, for example, the current use of phrases such as different- 
ly-abled women, women of color, comparable worth, consciousness raising, and 
parenting, t o  describe new concepts or redefine old ones. Aware t h a t  the 
acceptable jargon will always be changing, the members of the committee see 
their work as creating a foundation upon which future data base users can 
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bui  1  d. 

The thesaurus w i l l  be designed for  use n o t  on ly  i n  an on l i ne  environment, bu t  
a lso i n  p r i n ted  sources. It could, for  example, ass i s t  femin is t  w r i t e r s  i n  
indexing t h e i r  own books. It should a lso prove useful t o  l i b r a r i a n s ,  facu l t y  
members, and women's center staf f  who maintain f i l e s  o f  pamphlets, r ep r i n t s ,  
and the l i k e .  

Although many s t r uc tu ra l  and syntact ica l  d e t a i l s  remain t o  be resolved, the . 
broad o u t l i n e  o f  the thesaurus i s  c lear .  L i ke  most thesaur i ,  i t  w i l l  provide 
the user w i t h  broader, narrower, and synonymous concepts. Under 'abortion, " 
f o r  example, one might f i n d  "reproduct ive choice" 1  i s t e d  as a  broader tern,  
" d i l a t i o n  and curettage" as a  narrower term, and "women's c l i n i c s "  as a  
r e l a ted  t e n .  

P r i o r  t o  the A p r i l  meeting, 38 top ica l  l i s t s  were gathered by the committee 
members. Among these l i s t s  were v e r t i c a l  f i l e  heading l i s t s  from the UW- 
Madison Col 1  ege L i b ra r y  Women ' s  Reading Area, the UW-Whi tewater Women ' s  Stu- 
d ies  Program, and the UW-Eau C la i r e  L ib ra ry ' s  Helen X. Sampson Col lec t ion.  
The l i s t s  were merged i n t o  a  s i ng le  175-page l i s t  which w i l l  u l t ima te l y  form 
the basis f o r  the f i n a l  se lec t ion  o f  terms. 

"he Thesaurus Committee plans t o  invo lve subject  spec ia l i s t s  from across t he  
country i n  eva luat ing e x i s t i n g  t e n s  and proposing new ones i n  each o f  eleven 
d i f f e r e n t  sub ject  areas. Anyone who can recomnend terms o r  phrases f o r  the 
thesaurus, o r  can advise against o f fens ive  o r  vague terms i n  use w i t h i n  her 
d i s c i p l i n e ,  should contact  Susan Searing. Susan i s  wdrking w i t h  the sub ject  
group on the women's movement, lesbian studies, feminist  theory, and h i s t o r y ,  
and she would p a r t i c u l a r l y  welcome suqqestions i n  those areas. We w i l l  con- 
t i n u e  t o  keep Feminist ~ o i l e c t i o n s  readers informed as work on the thesaurus 
and t he  data base progresses. 

-- S.S. 

CONTRIBUTIONS INVITED \ 

Back i n  1980, when Feminist Col lec t ions f i r s t  began, we encouraged our 
readers t o  send us unso l i c i t ed  cont r ibut ions,  ideas f o r  a r t i c l e s  o r  ser ies,  
and c r i t i c a l  response t o  the newslet ter  as a  whole. We are now f i n i sh i ng  
our f ou r t h  volume o f  Feminist Col lec t ions -- a good oppor tun i ty  t o  o f f e r  our 
thanks once again t o  the many readers who have w r i t t e n  f o r  the newsletter, 
and t o  r e i t e r a t e  our i n v i t a t i o n  for  f u r t h e r  cont r ibut ions.  Please l e t  us 
know what you f i n d  most useful  i n  Feminist Col lec t ions '  pages, as wel l  as 
what you would l i k e  t o  see ( o r  w r i t e ! )  i n  the fu ture .  Address comments and 
queries t o  Susan Searing o r  Catherine Loeb, 112A Memorial L ibrary ,  728 State 
Street ,  Madison, W I  53706; o r  c a l l  (608) 263-5754. 
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ORRL HISTORY 
WOMEN IN THE HOLOCAUST: 
WISCONSIN SURVIVORS OF THE HOLOCAUST DOCUMENTATION PROJECT 

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin recently published the Guide t o  
Wisconsin Survivors of the Holocaust, a 200-page research aid t o  the than 
160 hours of interview tapes and 1,600 photographs collected for a special 
project of the Wisconsin Jewish Archives. The collection, housed a t  the State 
Historical Society. and available t o  the public, represents more than two and 
one-half years of work by three staff members: interviewers Jean Loeb Lettof- 
sky and Sara Leuchter (who edited the Guide), and photographer David Mandel. 
The oral histories were designed no t  o r n o  record the survivorst testimo- 
nies of the Holocaust years, b u t  t o  provide information on their pre-war . 
l i f e  and subsequent resettlement into Wisconsin communities. The photographs 
of the survivors also document this lengthy period of time. 

First of a l l ,  i t  i s  important t o  clarify some misconceptions concerning "Holo- 
caust experiences." To most people, "Holocaust" i s  synonymous with "concen- 
tration camp"; even some survivors hesitate t o  call themselves such because 

, they did not  experience "the camps." Concentration camp 1 i fe ,  however, was . 
only one facet of the Holocaust experience. For example, there were Jews 
1 iving in the Russian-occupied sector of Poland who 1 ived in re1 ative safety 
until June, 1941, when Germany attacked Russia. Those who survived in that 
area usually escaped from the ghettos t o  the forests, where they lived in the 
underbrush, often with groups of partisans. Some were even shipped t o  Siberia 
by the Russians and migrated t o  Central Asian U.S.S.R. after the German attack. 
Those who survi Cled in Hol 1 and, Be1 gi um, France, Germany, Hungary, Greece, 
Italy and west/central Poland, who did n o t  experience "the camps," may have 
posed as Christians or survived by goin-g "underground." Stil l  others were 
able t o  flee Europe before the noose tightened after the start of the war on 
September 1, 1939. 

I t  i s  interesting t o  note that during the Ho'locaust, oppressed women were 
treated with the same harsh distain as men, and in some cases, with greater 
contempt. The f i r s t  task of the Germans, once they rounded up Jews, was t o  
select those for immediate death. As this was often an arbitrary decision, 
many young, beautiful, and strong women were chosen along with the elderly, 
the children, and the infirm. Women were n o t  always sent directly t o  concen- 
tration camps. The healthiest were often sent t o  slave labor camps, where 
they worked under the cruelest of conditions; the most attractive were often 
selected for prostitution. 

The Nazis did not  assign work t o  women commensurate with their ability t o  per- 
form those tasks; i t  was assumed t h a t  one was t o  do the prescribed work until 
relieved from i t  by death. Slave laborers were used for just about every- 
thing, incl uding munitions work and heavy construction. Within the concen- 
tration camps, women and men lived in separate sub-camps, where they performed 
similar tasks for the daily operation of the camp. Some of the most grueling 
work included that of the "Sonderkomnando" (Death Brigade), who rid the gas 
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chambers and surrounding areas o f  corpses and debris. Others were expected 
t o  haul around la rge  and heavy stones, simply f o r  the amusement of the Hazis. 
The "equal i ty"  these women experienced as prisoners and laborers was a forced 
"equali ty," a condi t ion o f  oppression ra ther  than one o f  l i be ra t i on .  I n  
e f f ec t ,  the "equal r i gh t s "  accorded t o  them by the Nazis was a punishment 
ra ther  than a reward; the Nazis were in terested merely i n  u t i l i z i n g  the great- 
e s t  number o f  bodies f o r  labor. 

O f  the twenty-four persons interviewed f o r  the project ,  eleven were women, 
nat ives o f  Poland, Holland, Germany, Austr ia, and Hungary. They were mostly 
i n  t h e i r  teens and twenties; one was married w i th  an i n f a n t  born the day the 
Nazis entered her town. These women, a1 though ra ised under somewhat d i f f e r -  
ent  degrees o f  r e l i g i ous  be1 i e f ,  had s im i la r  l i f e s t y l e s .  Those who s t i l l  
1 ived w i t h  t h e i r  parents were e i t he r  i n  school o r  working as c lerks,  t a i l o r s ,  
and the 1 i ke. No one expected t h a t  the growing anti-Semi t i c  c l imate o f  the 
1930's would lead t o  genocide. 

Two o f  the  youngest women f l e d  Europe as chi ldren: one came t o  the United 
States w i t h  her s i s t e r  i n  1935 ( a t  the age o f  10); the other escaped w i th  
her family -to Shanghai, China, i n  1939 ( a t  the age o f  6).  Both worked extreme- 
l y  hard as ch i ldren t o  support t h e i r  fami l ies,  and continued t o  work i n  adul t -  

, hood. One i s  cur ren t l y  employed; the other, recent ly  remarried, ran the 
fami ly  business f o r  several years a f t e r  the death o f  her husband. 

The l i v e s  of those women who remained i n  Europe changed d ras t i ca l l y ,  seeming- 
l y  overnight. Separated from t h e i r  parents and loved ones, they were forced 
t o  survive under the harshest of conditions, inc lud ing slave labor  and s tar -  
vation. One escaped from the Warsaw Ghetto, on ly  t o  be deported t o  the 
la rges t  munitions factory  i n  Pol and. Another, a f t e r  being crowded i n t o  the 
Lodz Ghetto for close t o  f i ve  years, was sent t o  Auschwitz; from there, due 
t o  an admi n i s t r a t i v e  fou l  -up, she was transported t o  Be r l i n  f o r  slave 1 abor 
i n  a factory, making time-bombs. S t i l l  another was sent t o  Auschwitz, where 
she was attached t o  the "Sonderk~nunando.'~ Because she displayed such great 
physical strength (a1 though she was p r a c t i c ~ l  1 y s tarv ing) ,  she was t ransfer red 
t o  the destroyed c i t y  o f  Bremen t o  r i d  the s t reets  of debris. 

Several others survived i n  eastern Poland, a t  f i r s t  under Russian control .  
One woman was transported deep i n t o  Russia, where she wandered from co l lec-  
t i v e  t o  co l l ec t i ve ,  working f o r  her keep. Several others escaped from ghettos 
and labor  camps t o  the forests,  steal ing  food and h id ing i n  caves. One 
woman survived i n  Be r l i n  w i t h  fa1 se papers, posing as a Gent i le t a i l o r .  
Another h i d  i n  Amsterdam, o f t en  receiv ing i l l e g a l  rad io  b u l l e t i n s  for trans- 
m i t t a l  t o  the Underground. 

It i s  surpr is ing how qu ick ly  these women were able t o  re tu rn  t o  a more o r  
less "rout ine" existence a f t e r  the war. Those years o f  hard labor d i d  no t  
make them eager t o  bury themselves i n  career work, although one woman d i d  
attend medi cal school before f l ee ing  the Communists i n  Rumania. The foremost 
career they saw f o r  themselves was motherhood; creat ing new fami 1 i es  was a 
p r i o r i t y .  Giving b i r t h  was one way i n  which they could get even w i t h  H i t l e r ;  
they were creat ing what he had t r i e d  t o  obl i te ra te .  
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Brought up i n  the  male-oriented t r a d i t i o n s  o f  both European l i f e  and Judaism, 
these women have tended t o  r e t a i n  t h a t  out look,  desp i te  the "equa l i t y "  they 
experienced as pr isoners  and laborers  a t  the  hands o f  the Nazis. They con- 
s i d e r  themselves wives and mothers r a t h e r  than career women, al though today, 
as o l d e r  adu l ts ,  several are employed: as nurse, t a i l o r ,  trans1 a tor ,  un iver -  
s i t y  coord inator .  Most applaud the movement f o r  women's r i g h t s ,  bu t  i n  one 
instance, I was t o l d  by a female su rv i vo r  t h a t  "women today a re  g e t t i n g  what 
they asked f o r "  ( i n  a negat ive sense). She bel ieves t h a t  feminism has n o t  
o n l y  threatened younger women (who could be d ra f ted ) ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  has c o n t r i -  
buted h e a v i l y  t o  the growing number o f  d ivorces (her daughter 's  inc luded).  

Th is  shor t  a r t i c l e  can on ly  provide an overview o f  the experiences o f  several 
women d u r i n g  the Holocaust years and afterward. The in te rv iew tapes created 
f o r  the p r o j e c t  proGide a wonderful oppor tun i t y  t o  do research i n  many areas, 
among them h i s t o r y ,  sociology, theology, and psychology -- and, of course, 
women's studies,  where quest ions might focus on the  r e l a t i o n  o f  these women t o  
t h e i r  husbands and ch i ld ren,  career choices, o r  what r o l e s  they see f o r  them- 
selves i n  the  growing f e m i n i s t  movement. The in te rv iews  are  r i c h  i n  t h e i r  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of  c u l t u r e s  t h a t  have been destroyed, graphic i n  t h e i r  d e t a i l  of 
t he  ho r ro rs  perpet ra ted by the Nazis and t h e i r  fo l lowers,  and moving i n  t h e i r  
account o f  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  1 i v e s  i n  d i s t a n t  Wisconsin. The photographs 
prov ide add i t i ona l  test imony t o  a l o s t  way o f  l i f e  and t o  the determinat ion 
o f  the su rv i vo rs  .to begin anew. 

A l l  o f  the mater ia ls ,  i n c l u d i n g  tapes, photographs, and f i n d i n g  aids, a re  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  use 'at t he  States H i s t o r i c a l  Society, 816 Sta te  Street ,  
Madison, o r  they may be ordered a t  no charge through i n t e r - 1  i b r a r y  loan. 
Copies of  the  tapes and photographs may a l so  be purchased, a t  a small cost,  
from the  H i s t o r i c a l  Society. The Guide t o  Wisconsin Surv ivors o f  the  Holo- 
caust  i s  a v a i l a b l e  fo r  purchase from the State H i s t o r i c a l  Society for  $12.50, 
*postage and hand1 ing.  

-- Sara Leuchter 

[Sara Leuchter, e d i t o r  o f  the  Guide t o  ~ i s c q n s i n  Surv ivors o f  the  Holocaust, 
i s  a h i s t o r i a n l a r c h i v i s t  w i t h  the Sta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society of Wisconsin. She 
i s  c u r r e n t l y  working on a spec ia l  p r o j e c t  t o  p lan f o r  s tatewide ce leb ra t ion  
o f  t h e  b icentenn ia l  o f  the  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  U.S. Const i tut ion. ]  

RARE BOOK DEPARTMENT, MEMORIAL LIBRARY, UW-MADISON: 
A CONVERSATION WITH ASSISTANT CURATOR DEBORAH REILLY 

CL: To begin w i th ,  could you descr ibe what you t h i n k  people's preconceptions 
are o f  what t h e y ' l l  f i n d  i n  a r a r e  book department? 

DR: I t h i n k  t h a t  people's normal conceptions are t h a t  a r a r e  book department 
i s  a very e l i t i s t  place and t h a t  you get  the t h i r d  degree before  anyone 
l e t s  you use any o f  the mate r ia l .  Our a t t i t u d e  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t .  
We want a very heal thy  tension between preservat ion and access. But  we 
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definitely want people t o  be able t o  use our materials. 
I think I always had a preconception that rare books meant - o l d  books. 
Do you think that 's  a common misconception? 
There's a distinction being made today between rare books and special 
collections. I t ' s  a very fine line and i t  gets fuzzy i f  you look a t  i t  
closely. B u t  just as a rule of thumb,  rare books are usually books that 
because of their age or because of their author or illustrator, or some- 
t h i n g  very special about them, have significant individual .worth in the 
marketplace. Special collections tend t o  be things that may n o t  have a 
l o t  of value i n  the marketplace, b u t  as a group they have significant 
research value. B u t  in a place like this, that definition fal ls  apart 
because all of our books are purchased for their research value. As a 
s tate  institution, we d o n ' t  go o u t  buying Gutenberg Bibles or things like 
that. S t i l l ,  we have collections carved o u t .  For the Cairns collection 
of American Women Writers, 1620-1 900, we're buying a l o t  of popular novels, 
precursors t o  Gothic novels, written by women in the 1 9 t h  century, which 
have very 1 i t t l e  market value -- you can pick them up a t  garage sales -- 
plus the very significant wri tings of people 1 i ke Emily Dickinson and 
Kate Chopin .  By p u t t i n g  them together conceptually, you provide research 
opportunities that m i g h t  n o t  arise i f  they were scattered i n  collections. 
Well, actually, you're starting t o  answer nly next question, which i s ,  
what would bring a feminist researcher t o  the Rare Book room? I t  seems 
that the Cairns Collection clearly would. Are there other collections 
of particular interest from p feminist viewpoint? 
An extension of the Cairns Collection i n t o  the 20th century i s  the 
Twentieth-Century Collection, which i s  bo th  men and women writers, i n -  
cluding significant British and American women writers -- such as 
Gertrude Stein, H .D. , Vi rginia Wool f ,  Margaret Atwood, Margaret Drabbl e, 
Sylvia Pl ath, Djuna Barnes, Katherine Mansfield, Gwendolyn Brooks, Anais 
Nin  -- in f i r s t  and other s igni f i~ant  editions. These are writers whose 
works we feel have a good chance of remainins important. 
Obviously the Cairns Collection was specifically designed t o  coll ect 
women's writings. With the Twentieth-Century Collection, i s  there an 
explicit commitment t o  collect women's yriting, or i s  women's writing 
collected just in order t o  be representative? 
The philosophy behind the Twentieth-Century Collection was t o  get signif- 
icant writers wri t i n g  in the English 1 anguage -- no matter who they were. 
Could you describe some research questions relating to  women that have 
recently come your way? 
People look a t  the "A" l i s t  i n  the Cairns collection1 -- women writers 
for whom we buy all editions that we can find, all the variants of all 
the editions, pl us reference material s -- for more b i  bl lographic reasons. 
For example, an eminent bi bl iographer who's doing a definitive bib1 io-  
graphy of Emily Dickinson, recently came from North Carolina t o  see what 
we had that nobody else had. The rest of the Cairns Collection has many 
other kinds of research possibilities -- topics such as the sociology of 
the time, women's roles as depicted in literature, family roles. You 
can trace women ' s  ideas about slavery through the 1 iterature, for ex- 
ample, or women's ideas about religion. There are lots of different 
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ways t h a t  t h a t  co l l ec t i on  can be mined. We haven't ye t  had a  l o t  o f  
people up here using i t  because we j u s t  s tar ted cataloging i t  t h i s  year. 
And so we hope t h a t  the more we get cataloged, the more we can t a l k  about 
the co l lec t ion,  have workshops, and introduce people t o  it, and they can 
t e l l  us ways t o  use the co l lec t ion  tha t  we haven't thought of. 
So youdo  intend t o  have fu r ther  o r ien ta t ion  sessions l i k e  your recent 
very successful one? 
Yes, I ' d  l i k e  t o  do a  l o t  more workshops w i th  a l l  o f  our co l lec t ions.  - 
I ' d  1  i k e  t o  make the Rare Book Department more v is ib le ,  because since 
i t ' s  harder t o  get a t  our material s, people have t o  work harder t o  know 
what we've got. I th ink  we can he1 p  them i n  t h a t  way. 
We1 1, why don ' t  we tu rn  now t o  the L i t t l e  Magazine Collection, another 
resource t h a t  draws feminists t o  your department. Maybe you could s t a r t  
by saying what a  "1 i t t l e  magazine" i s ?  
A l i t t l e  magazine i s  another one o f  those de f i n i t i ons  t h a t  i s  c lear-cut  
u n t i l  you s t a r t  look ing a t  it! Our working d e f i n i t i o n  i s  a  small- 
c i r cu la t i on ,  1  i terary  per iodical  -- we c o l l  ec t  those wr i t t en  i n  Engl i s h  
anywhere around the world -- and they p r imar i l y  have an experimental o r  
avant-garde focus. But we a1 so c o l l  ec t  1  i ttl e  magazines t h a t  come ou t  
of poetry workshops, w r i t e r s '  groups i n  a  cer ta in  locale, which tend no t  
t o  be q u i t e  as pol ished perhaps as those tha t  are very self-conscious 
about being a  l i t t l e  ma azine and being the f i r s t  place t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
w r i t e r s  and poets 4 pub ish.  We c o l l e c t  a  wide var iety,  and they come w i th  -- oh, l o t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  qoals f o r  themselves. For example, there 's  
FIUXUS, which came ou t  o f - the l a t e  50s, ear ly  60s, and t h e i r  idea o f  a  

magazine was "happenings." A p l a s t i c  box w i th  a  kleenex and 
f ingerna i l  c l ipp ings i n  i t  -- t h a t ' s  an "issue" o f  Fluxus. Then there 's  
another w i t h  a  dead f ly .  
I bet  there a ren ' t  many people who would th ink  you'd have t h a t  i n  Rare . 
Books ! 
Some undergraduate i n  the A r t  Department came up the other day and he'd 
j u s t  discovered Fluxus and j u s t  went crazy: "Oh man! r e a l l y  neat!" 
Then there are the more conventional formats such as a  publ icat ion t h a t  
s tar ted i n  1981 ca l led  Grand Street -- very serious, very high 1  i t e r a r y .  
And then there are the l i t t l e  magazines,that have a  feminist viewpoint, 
1  i t t l e  magazines w i th  a  Black viewpoint, 1  i t t l e  magazines w i th  a  gay 
viewpoint.. . 
But 1  i t t l e  magazines encompass on ly  1  i t e r a r y  publ icat ions,  r i g h t ?  So 
t h a t  a  comparabl e  publ i c a t i o n  deal i n g  w i t h  pol i t i c a l  theory would 
d e f i n i t e l y  not  f a l l  under t ha t  rub r i c?  
Those go over t o  the State H is to r i ca l  Society i n  a  complementary co l lec -  
t i o n  o f  a1 te rna t i ve  press publ icat ions.2 
How d i d  the Department begin co l l ec t i ng  l i t t l e  magazines? 
Our co l l ec t i on  s ta r ted  w i th  a  purchase from and subsequent g i f t s  by D r .  
Marvin Sukov, a  Minneapolis psych ia t r i s t  who s tar ted co l l ec t i ng  these. 
th ings when he was i n  the war. He got the c o l l e c t o r ' s  bug. 
Do you have any idea how many femi n i  s t  1  i ttl e  magazines you have? 
We have about 4000 t i t l e s  t o t a l  i n  the co l lec t ion ;  1100 of those are 
current  t i t l e s .  (And by current, t h a t  means we've gotten an issue w i th in  
the l a s t  f i v e  years!) We've got a t  l eas t  28 current expressly feminist 
1  i t t l e  magazines . 3  And then we have l o t s  o f  the o l d  ones, a l l  o f  the 
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class ic  l i t t l e  magazines in which women were involved. A l o t  of people 
who deal w i t h  feminist 1 i t t l e  magazines t h i n k  that  women just s tar ted 
doing t h i s  i n  the early 70s, b u t  i t ' s  actually an old idea i n  l i t t l e  
magazines. Because of the more 1 i berated a t t i tude  towards pub l  ishing 
which goes w i t h  the l i t t l e  magazine philosophy, women got involved very 
early on w i t h  them. 
In talking about those ea r l i e r  ones, are you mainly talking about p u b l i -  
cations i n  which women were involved, rather than s t r i c t l y  women's p u b l i -  
cations? 
Women-edited magazines. 
Could you describe one or two t i t l e s ?  
The F!ew Free Woman, for example, called i t s e l f  an individual 1st review 
and was published for half a year i n  1913, and was then superseded by 
The E o i s t .  The edi to r  was Dora Marsden, and i t  was dedicated to  the -97 cause of eminism, a1 though i t  a1 so pub1 ished a l o t  of men, such as Ezra 
Pound and William Carlos Williams. The L i t t l e  Review went from March 
1914 to May 1929, and i t  was published in Chicago. The editors of The 
L i t t l e  Review were Margaret Anderson and Jane Heath. They were t h e T r s t  
to publish Ulysses; they were the ones who were censored. The two women 
went to  t r i a l  and the judge refused to l e t  the offending passages be read 
into the record because, a f t e r  a l l ,  there were ladies present i n  the 
courtroom!. . .They l o s t  the case. That was a magazine tha t  was, besides 
feminism, interested i n  Nietzsche, anarchism, psychoanalysis -- a l l  the 
new ideas of the period. And then there ' s  Poetry, the longest running 
l i t t l e  magazine i n  existence, s t i l l  going today. Another Chicago maga- 
zine, i t  s tar ted i n  1912. The f i r s t  edi tor  was Harriet Monroe, and i t  
had three women ass is tant  edi tors  i n  addition. 
To come back to an ea r l i e r  question, i s  there an expl ic i t  commitment to 
collecting feminist l i t t l e  magazines, or ,  again, is  i t  just as they are 
represented among the others? 
I t ' s  part of our larger responsibili ty of collecting a l l  kinds of l i t t l e  
magazines. And we do coll ec t  comprehensively. 
Are people surprised to find current, popular femini s t  publ ications in 
your department? I have heard some people say, "Sinister Wisdom i n  

7 Rare Books?!? How bizarre! Don ' t theb  want i t  to be used?" 
Yes. We often explain to patrons why something i s  locked up. The 
L i t t l e  Magazine Collection is  considered a special collection, so i t  
f i t s  the part of the definition where the things are not so much i n d i v i -  
dually valuable, yet  they're a l l  together here as a research resource. 
Actually, they will be valuable, I'm sure, because they will become rare  
w i t h  time. 
R i g h t ;  some of them have already become rare. They're so hard to  get i n  
the f i rs t  place. The general l ibrary s taf f  doesn't have the resources 
to take care of a l l  the contingencies tha t  a r i se  w i t h  l i t t l e  magazines. 
The Serials  Department does claim missing issues for  us, b u t  i f  they get 
frustrated,  we will t r y  to make personal contact. 
I was wondering i f  you write personal l e t t e r s  on occasion. I know i n  
our of f ice  we have found tha t  to be crucial ,because w i t h  some of these 
publ  ications, i t ' s  part of the i r  philosophy to oppose bureaucratic ways 
of doing t h i n g s .  
And to oppose l ibrar ies!  There are some publications tha t  we've rea l ly  
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wanted t o  ge t  and we end up buying them on the O.P. [ou t  o f  p r i n t ]  market 
because they won ' t  s e l l  d i r e c t l y  t o  us. They don ' t  r e a l i z e  we're going 
t o  make them immortal!  One reason we keep the th ings locked up i s  t h a t  
if an issue disappears, the re ' s  normal ly  no way t o  rep1 ace i t. It ' s n o t  
j u s t  market value t h a t  makes some th ings  need specia l  p ro tec t ion .  We 
have t o  take a more long-range view. We l i m i t  access i n  some ways now 
i n  order  t o  keep resources accessib le f o r  people i n t o  the  fu tu re .  

[Deborah R e i l l y  i s  Ass is tant  Curator o f  Rare Books a t  Memorial L ib ra ry ,  UW- 
Madison. One o f  her dreams i s  t o  c rea te  a nat iona l  database/index fo r  t h e  
contents o f  l i t t l e  magazines. Deborah was interv iewed by Cathy Loeb on May 
20, 1983.1 

NOTES 

1. Wri te rs  on the  "A" l i s t  i n  the  Cairns Co l lec t ion  a re  Louisa May A l c o t t ,  
Anne Bradstreet ,  Kate Chopin, Emi 1 y Dickinson , Mary W i l  k i n s  Freeman, Margaret 
F u l l  er ,  C h a r l o t t e  Perkins G i  lman, Sarah Orne Jewett, and H a r r i e t  Beecher 
S towe. 

2. Women's Per iod ica ls  and Newspapers from the 18 th  Century . to  1981: A Union 
, L i s t  o f  the  Holdings o f  Madison, Wisconsin, L i b r a r i e s  (G.K. Ha l l ,  1982) i s  a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e p e r s  he ld  by the S ta te  
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  o f  Wisconsin, as we l l  as o the r  Madison 1 i brar ies .  See 
Feminist  Co l lec t i ons  v.4, no.2, Winter 1983 f o r  a review o f  t h i s  landmark 
b ib l i og raphy  and an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  e d i t o r  James Danky and compiler Maureen 

' Hady (pp.4-9). 

3. Among t h e  cu r ren t  f e m i n i s t  t i t l e s  i n  the  L i t t l e  Magazine Co l lec t ion  are: 
C ? l  yx, Condit ions, Hel icon Nine, Maenad, Moving Out, The Second Wave, S i n i s t e r  
Wisdom, and Black Maria. 

'IN PRINT : UPDRTE 
\ 

Apparently o n l y  f i v e  femin is t  publ ishers exh ib i ted  a t  t h i s  year ' s  American 
Bookse l le rs '  Associat ion convention (June 4-7, Da l las) , l  bu t  t h i s  should i n  
no way be taken as an i n d i c a t o r  o f  the  v i t a l i t y  o f  f e m i n i s t  publ ishing.  The 
women-in-print movement continues t o  gain momentum as f e m i n i s t  publ ishers,  
p r i n t e r s ,  e d i t o r s  and booksel 1 e r s  b u i l d  reg iona l  networks t o  nur ture  t h e i r  
mutual growth and promote t h e i r  su rv i va l  . 
The f i r s t  Northwest Women i n  P r i n t  Conference took p lace January 29-30 i n  
Seat t le ,  organized by t h e  women o f  The Seal Press and Workshop Pr in te rs .  
Over 200 women attended, represent ing  a range o f  f e m i n i s t  pe r iod ica ls ,  book- 
stores,  pub l ishers  and p r i n t e r s  from the Northwest U.S. and Canada. (A par- 
t i a l  1 i s t i n g  o f  conference p a r t i c i p a n t s  fo l l ows  t h i s  a r t i c l  e.) Among the  
more than 30 workshops o f f e r e d  were The P o l i t i c s  o f  Ed i t ing ,  Photography and 
Graphics i n  Pub1 ish ing,  Creat ive Replacement of  Oppressive Language, Feminist  
P r i n t i n g  i n  Canada and the U.S., Troubleshooting i n  t h e  Pressroom, and Breaking 
i n t o  Union and Male-Dominated P r i n t i n g  S i tes .  As has been the case a t  o the r  
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women-in-print gatherings, the informal exchanges made possible by the con- 
,ference were, according t o  all reports, a t  least as productive as the formal 
workshops. The possibility of a second Northwest conference -- t o  be held in 
the summer of 1984 in San Francisco -- i s  under discussion.2 

A second Midwest Women-in-Print coSnference3 i s  currently being planned for the 
Spring of 1984 t o  take place in Madison, Wisconsin. Look t o  upcoming issues 
of FC for details about the conference program and conference registration. 
Or,write t o  A Room of One's Own Feminist Bookstore, 317 West Johnson Street, 
Madison, WI 53703. 

-- C.L. 

NOTES 

1. Publ ishers Weekly v.223, no.20, May 20, 1983, pp.158-211 (l ist ing of 
exhibitors). The five feminist exhibitors were: The Crossing Press, The 
Feminist Press, Naiad Press, Persephone Press, and the Women's Resources 
Distribution Company. Also 1 isted were Alyson Publ ishers, a gay/lesbian 
press, and the radical pub1 isher, South  End Press. 

J 2. I have based this report on the Florthwest conference on articles in 
Women's Press: News, Poetry, Stories, Reviews v. 12, no.6, February/March 1983, 
p.11 (Address: P.O. Box 562, Eugene, OR 97401) and in the Women Printers 
Newsletter v.11, issue 1, May 1983, pp.4-5 (c/o Iowa City Women's Press, 529 
S. Gilbert, Iowa City, IA 52240), and on information from the Seal Press. 

3. For a report on the f i r s t  Midwest Women-in-Print Conference, see & v.4, 
no.1, Fall 1982, pp.6-7. 

NORTHWEST WOMEN-IN-PRINT CONFERENCE: A PARTIAL LISTING O F  PARTICIPANTS 
-(Information from The Seal Press) - 

Feminist Publishers 

Mo themi t 
C/O Kathleen Flynn, P.O. Box 20205, Seattle, WA 98102 

Northwest Matrix 
C/O Charlotte Mills, 385 E.  l l t h ,  #3, Eugene, OR 97401 

Press Gang Publ i shers 
603 Powel 1 S t .  , Vancouver, B .C . , Canada V6A 1H2 

The Seal Press 
312 S. Washington, Seattle, WA 98104 
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Feminist P r i n t  Shops 

Hard Rain P r i n t i n g  Co l lec t i ve  , 

119 N. Washington, Olympia, WA 98502 

Press Gang P r i n te r s  (see address under Feminist Pub1 ishers)  

S to re f ron t  Press 
514 E. Pine, Seatt le,  WA 98102 

V i c t o r i a ' s  Ink  
1800 132nd Pl ace S .E., Be1 1 evue, WA 98005 

Workshop P r i n te r s  
312 S. Washington, Seatt le, WA 98104 

Feminist Per iod ica l  s 

Calyx 
P.O. Box B, Corval l  i s ,  OR 97333 

, Lesbian Contradict ion . 
1007 tl. 47th St . ,  Seat t le,  WA 98103 

Out 8 About 
C/O Lesbian Resource Center, 4253 Roosevelt N.E., Seatt le, WA 98105 

Radical Reviewer 
P.O. Box 24953, S ta t ion  C, Vancouver, B.C., Canada V5T 463 

Room o f  One's Own 
P.O. Box 46160, S ta t ion  6, Vancouver, BlC,, Canada V6R 465 

Feminist Bookstores - 
\ 

The Bookstore 
108 E. 4 th  Ave., Olympia, MA 98501 

I t ' s  About Time Bookstore 
5241 Un ivers i t y  Way N.E., Seatt le, WA 98105 

Mother Kal i ' s  Books 
541 B la i r ,  Eugene; OR 97402 

Small Press (publ ishes men and women poets) 

Copper Canyon Press 
P.O. Box 271, Por t  Townsend, WA 98368 
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A1 ternative Bookstores 

Left Bank Books 
92 Pike S t . ,  Seattle, WA 98101 

Red and Black Books 
524 15th  Ave. E . ,  Seattle, WA 98112 

NEWS FROm UW-PLRTT€VILL€ 
Since i t s  inception in 1976, the Women's Studies Program a t  UW-Platteville 
has continued t o  grow. We offer a 15-credi t special certificate program as 
well as an individually contracted major in Women's Studies. We are also 
currently exploring the possibility of a minor in Women's Studies. By the 
end of next year, the curriculum will consist of 14 courses, including four 
new ones: Women and Management, History of the American Woman, Women and 
Work, and Women and the Arts. 

Despite the fact t h a t  UW-Platteville has a relatively small number of women 
in i t s  student body, the enrollment i n  Women's Studies courses has been 

, growing markedly. For example, twice as many students enrolled i n  the Intro- 
duction t o  Women's Studies course this year t h a n  ever before, and it  was 
offered both  semesters for the f i r s t  time. All Women's Studies courses count 
toward University General Requirements, and the introductory course f i l l  s 
the College of Education's Human Relations Requirement. I t  should also be 
pointed o u t  t h a t  the UW-Pl attevil le administration has been quite supportive 
of the Women's Studies program. 

A special feature of the WSP has been our internship program. Women's Studies 
students have interned i n  such places as Family Planning, the Southwest Girls 
Group Home, and the UW-Platteville Affirmative Action office. ' Participants 
i n  the internship program have found the experience valuable and a worthwhile 
a d d i t i o n  t o  their traditional university education. 

\ 

The WSP has also been involved in other cooperative activities related t o  
Women's Studies. During this spring semester, an extensive series of programs 
on the understanding and prevention of sexual assault has been taking  place 
under the auspices of the WSP and other organizations. Programs have ranged 
from brown bag discussions t o  more formal presentations on such topics as 
acquaintance rape, pornography in the media, the politics of rape, and the 
prevention of sexual assault and methods of self defense. 

UW-Platteville has officially declared Semester 11, 1984, as a Women and the 
Arts semester. Accordingly, the Women's Studies Program is  planning a fes- 
tival which will include concerts, films, plays, a r t  exhi bits, lectures, and 
other cultural events centering on women. Visiting artists will also be fea- 
tured. The new course on Women and the Arts will be offered concurrently with 
the festival . 
Services provided by the WSP incl ude a newsletter pub1 ished each semester 
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which i s  distributed t o  students, faculty, s taff ,  and members of the connnuni t y .  
I n  addition, WSP Council members offer presentations th roughout  the year on 
subjects of interest t o  the community as well as t o  other university classes. 
For students, faculty, and others involved in Women's Studies research, a 
Women's Studies bibliographer i s  available t o  assist  them in their work. 

For further information about the program, please contact Jacqueline Ross, 
Director, Women's Studies Program, 445 Gardner Hal 1 , University of Wisconsin- 
Plattevil le ,  Pl attevill  e 53818. 

-- Jacqueline Ross 

PERIODICRL NOTES 
NEW PERIOD1 CALS 

For Us Women Newsletter. May 1983- . Subscriptions: $15.00. Single copy: 
$2.50. Subscription address: For Us Publications, P.O. Box 33147, Farragut 
Station, Washington, D.C. 20033. (Issues examined: v.1, nos.1-2, May-June 
1983) 

The second issue of this newsletter carries the subtitle "The Newsletter of 
Funding Resources for Women ' s Sel f-Development . " Edited and publ i shed by 
Shakurra Amatulla, this publ ication aims to  assist  women in tracking down 
grants, as well as offer advice on proposal writing. For each grant l is ted,  
information i s  given on purpose, el i g i  b i l j  ty, and dead1 ines, along with 
addresses and names of contact persons. The f i r s t  two issues were eight and 
twel ve pages typewritten . 
Ikon: Creativity and Change. Second series. Fa1 l/Winter 1982/83- . Ed. 
and pub. by Susan Sherman. Semiannual .' Subscriptions: $9.50 ( i n d i v .  ) ; $15 
( inst . ) .  Subscription address: Ikon Press, P.O. Box 1355, Stuyvesant Station, 
New York, N Y  10009. (Issues examined: Nos. 1-2, Fa1 1 /Winter 1982!83-Sumnerl 
Fall 1983) \ 

Pub1 ished and edited by Susan Sherman, the original Ikon f i r s t  appeared i n  
February 1967 and became, a t  i t s  height, a significantjournal of a r t  and 
politics with a national circulation of 10,000. Sherman has now initiated a 
second series of the journal, focusing on work by women. The f i r s t  two issues 
are an impressive blend of poetry, prose and graphics by writers such as 
Michelle Cliff,  Davine (associate editor), Audre Lorde, Irena Klepfisz, ~ h e r r f e  
Moraga, Margaret Randal 1 (a contributing editor), Jan Cl ausen , Paul a Gunn 
A1 1 en, Judith McDaniel , June Jordan, Beth Brant (another contributing editor), 
Melanie Kaye, and Cheryl Clark. The second issue features, i n  addition, a 
special section on women and the computer, w i t h  art icles on ar t i f ic ia l  intel- 
1 i gence, personal computers, the new techno1 ogy and work, and information 
theory and computer technology (plus some computer graphics). Rave review for 
the f i r s t  issue i n  off our backs (December 1982) and a strong l e t t e r  of support 
from feminist historian Blanche Weisen Cook confirm that this will be an 
important journal for the feminist comnuni t y .  
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Out ! :  Wisconsin's Lesbian/Gay Newspaper. 1982- . Monthly. Subscriptions: 
$10, $12, $15 (more i f  you can, less i f  you can't) .  Subscription address: 
P . O .  Box 148, Madison, WI 53701. (Issues examined: v.1, nos.1-8, November 
1982-June 1983) 

As Wisconsin's only lesbian/gay newspaper, O u t !  i s  commit'ted t o  providing a 
forum for the diversity and experiences of m p a r t s  of Wisconsin's lesbian 
and gay communities. With an emphasis on statewide and local issues and news 
of interest t o  1 esbians and gay men, the paper a1 so includes interviews, 
feature stories, a regular health column, book, film, and music reviews, and 
a state-wide calendar. Continues Gay Madison. 

Women's Diaries: A Quarterly News1 etter. Spring 1983- . Ed. by Jane 
DuPree Begos. Subscriptions: $3.00. Sing1 e copy: $1.00. Subscription 
address: P.O. Box 18, Pound Ridge, NY 10576. (Issue examined: v.1, no.1, 
Spring 1983) 

Designed " to  meet the needs of scholarship in the field of women's diaries, 
as well as t o  satisfy the interests of diary buffs,'' the newsletter will in- 
cl ude feature articles, book reviews, bib1 iographic notes, comments from 
readers, scholars' aueries. and notices of exhibits. worksho~s, etc. The 
editor i s  compiler of ~nnotated Bib1 iography of ~ubiished  ohe en's Diaries 
(sel f-pub1 ished, 1 977), which she i s  currently preparing for publ ication in 
a revised and expanded edition. 

The Women's Review of Books: An Independent Journal. Summer 1983- . Ed. 
by Linda Gardiner. Subscriptions: pre-pub1 ication price, until September 1, 
1983: $9; thereafter: $12 (indiv. ); $25 ( inst . ) .  Subscription address: 
Linda Gardiner, Dept. FP, The Women's Review of Books, 18 Norfolk Terrace, 
We1 1 esl ey, MA 02181. (press re1 ease) 

This new feminist review hopes t o  publ ish a small pilot issue this summer, 
then become a monthly beginning in October 1983. Each 20-page (newspaper 
format) issue will offer eight t o  ten substqntial in-depth reviews of recently 
published books by and/or about women, bo th  academic and general-interest in 
nature. Among the women who have agreed t o  review for the journal are 
Rosalyn Baxandal 1 , Margaret Crui kshank,  Barbara Ehrenreich, Linda Gordon, 
Sandra Harding, Ru th  Hubbard, and Vivan Gornick. (For 1 istings of other 
feminist review media, see - FC v .2 ,  no.4, Sumner 1981 and v.3, no.3, Spring 
1982.) 

Women's Studies Research in Wisconsin : A Report. December 1981- . Irreg- 
ular. Available from: Women's Studies Program o r  administrator on each 
University of Wisconsin campus. (Issues examined: v.  I ,  no. 1, December 1981; 
v.11, no.1, April 1983) 

This publ ication i s  intended to  disseminate information on women-re1 ated 
research in the UW System, t o  facil i tate networking among faculty of 1 ike 
interests, and t o  identify faculty with specific and unique fields of exper- 
t ise.  Abstracts submitted by UW faculty describe a variety of scholarly 
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endeavors, from pub1 ished books and art icles t o  conference papers and on-going 
research topics. Access t o  the abstracts i s  t h r o u g h  three indexes: a table of 
contents of abstract t i t l e s  listed sequentially by abstract number; an author 
index; and a keyword or topical index. Editors Estella Lauter and Pat Maguire 
hope t h a t  the publication will i n  the future appear once each semester. For 
more informati'on, write t o  the editors a t  UW-Green Bay, Green Bay, WI 54301- 
7001. 

CEASED PUBLICATION 

Sojourner: A T h i r d  World Women's Research News1 et ter .  1977?-November 1982. 
Ed. by Harriet G. McCombs and Erlene Stetson. Quarterly. Dept. of Psycho- 
logy, Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan. (information from Harriet 
G. McCombs, editor) 

SPECIAL ISSUES O F  PERIODICALS 

Callaloo: A Black South  Journal of Arts and Letters v.5, no.3 (no.l6), 
October 1982: "Gavl Jones: Poet and Fictionist: A S~ec ia l  Section." Available 
from: Charles H. kowell , Dept. of English, ~nivers i  ty of Kentucky, Lexington, 
KY 40506-0027. Subscriptions: $10. Single copy: $5. (Issue examined) 

Gay1 Jones i s  author of two novels, Corregidora and Eva's Man; a collection 
of short stories, White Rat; two plays, Be ond ~ o u r s e l f h i l e  Woman; 
and a book-length poem, Song for Anninho -%--T T 1s specla i s s u ~ s e v e r a l  
pieces of short fiction and two Doems bv Jones. an interview w i t h  Jones. and - 
two cri t ical  art icles on her work. 

EOC Research Bulletin ( U K )  no.6, August 1982: "Gender and the Secondary 
School Curriculum." Available from: EOC Publications Section, Overseas 
House, Quay S t . ,  Manchester M3 3HN, England. (Reviewed i n  ~esources for 
Feminist Research/Documentation sur 1 a Vecherche feministe v.XI , no .3, Flov. 
1982, p.350) 

Includes : "Sex Dl fferences in Classroom Inkrqction" (Sara Del amont) ; "Re- 
search on the Curriculum, the 'Hidden Curriculum' and Classroom Interaction 
i n  the UK" (Alison Kelly); "Equal Opportunities at  Haverstock School" (Kate 
Myers) ; "Curricular Differences i n  Secondary Schools" (Cl ive Seal e, e t  a1 . ) ; 
"Girls i n t o  Science and Technology: The First Two Years" (Barbara Smail , e t  
a1 .). 

event: journal of the contemporary ar ts  v.12, no.1, 1983: "Special Issue: 
Feminism." Available from: Kwantlen College, P.O.  Box 9030, Surrey, B.C.,  
Canada V3T 5H8. Subscriptions: $6. Single copy: $3. (Issue examined) 

A special issue of poetry, fiction,graphics, reviews, a memoir and an essay, 
mostly by women. Contributors include Sharon Batt, Sharon Berg, Cathy Ford, 
Susan Gl ickman, Bernice Lever, lyn lifshin, Anne Marriott, Mary Melfi , Ruthann 
Robson, Helene Rosenthal, Jane Rule, and Laurel Speer. 

Journal of kgro  Education v.51, no.3, Summer 1982: "The Impact of Black Women 
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in Education." Available from: Circulation Dept., The Journal of Negro Educa- 
tion, P.O.  Box 311, Howard University, Washington, DC 20059. Subscriptions: 
$12.50. Single copy: $3 (regular issue); $3.75 (special issue).  (Abstract in 
Women Studies Abstracts v.11, 170.4, Winter 1982/83, pp.14-15) 

Fourteen a r t i c l es ,  including profiles of Black women educators (Fanny Jackson 
Coppin, Charlotte Hawkins Brown, Mary L. Europe, Estelle Pinckney Webster, 
Jane El 1 en McAll i s t e r )  ; historical surveys (Bl ack women's sel f-he1 p programs 
in the South; the role of Black nurse leaders in nursing education; organiza- 
tional l ives  of Black women educators in Washington, D C ) ;  and pieces on con- 
temporary topics (Black nuns as educators; 20th-century Black women i n  educa- 
tion; Black women and national educational policy; Black female superintendents 
of pub1 i c  school systems; Black female achievers in academe). 

Journal of Social Issues v.38, no.2, 1982: "Women's Use of Drugs and Alcohol : 
New Perspectives." Issue editors: Jeanne C. Marsh, Mary Ellen Colten and M. 
Belinda Tucker. Available from: Plenum Publishing Corp., 233 Spring St . ,  New 
York, N Y  10013. Subscriptions: $22.50 (indiv. ); $45 ( ins t .  ) . Single copy: 
$12. (Issue examined) 

Topics include the history of women and drug abuse; sex differences in substance 
abuse (and i n  the antecedents of substance abuse); relation of social support 

"0 drug abuse; and the treatment-delivery system and women's alcohol abuse. 

Montana: The Magazine of Western History v.32, no.3, Summer 1982: "19th-Century 
Women and the krontier." Available from: Jane Smil i e ,  Circulation Manager, 
Montana, Montana Historical Society, 225 11. Roberts St. ,  Helena, MT 59620. 
-copy: $4. (Abstract i n  Women Studies Abstracts v.11, no.4, Winter 1982/ 
83, 11.15) 

Consists primarily of profiles of Montana women, including Mary Richardson 
Walker, Etta Anderson, Elizabeth F i s k ,  Ella L. Knowles, and Frieda and Belle 
Fl igelman. Also includes a r t i c l e s  on Plains Indian women in the Equestrian 
era,  the Fisk family of Helena, MT, and I.50ntana1s women photographers i n  the 
l a t e  19th century. \ 

Radical Teacher: A Social is t  and Feminist Journal on the Theory and Practice 
of Teaching no.22, 1982: "Women & Education." Available from: P.O. Box 102, 
Kendal 1 Square Post Office, Cambridge, MA 02142. Subscriptions : $8 (employed) ; 
$4 (part-time, unemployed, re t i red) ;  $11 (inst.). Single copy: $3. (Issue 
examined ) 

Articles on teaching about abortion; images of women i n  film (an introductory 
women's studies course); teaching a t  the primary level;  sex roles in a1 terna- 
t ive  schools; Black women i n  the Ante-Bell um South; and men in women's studies. 
Also includes a review and comnentaries by two students and a teacher. T h i s  
journal appears to have a consistent commitment to publishing feminist analy- 
s i s ;  feminist a r t i c l es  appear in each issue, and two other recent special 
issues focused on feminist topics (110.17: "Women's Studies"; no.18: "Feminist 
Pedagogy"). 
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Voices From Nicaragua: A U.S.-Based Journal of Culture in Reconstruction v .  1, 
no .2-3, 1983: "Nicaraguan Women t-i ghting for Peace. " Eds. : Carole Isaacs and 
Jul ia  Lesage. Available from: 3411 W.  Diversey Ave., Chicago, IL 60647. 
~ubscr ip t ions :  $4. Single copy: $2. (Issue examined) 

Jul i a  Lesage conducted interviews with women in Nicaragua in November, 1981; 
co-editor Carole Isaacs spoke with Nicaraguan women during her t r i p  in Febru- 
ary 1982. Presented here are s tories  of a war heroine, three health care 
workers, secretar ies ,  domestic workers, a teacher, an a r t i s t ,  a director  of 
a rehabil i ta t ion  center working with prostitutes,  as well as scattered quotes 
on particular topics (e.g., religion, war, health, education and media, work, 
family 1 i f e ,  children, marriage, rural 1 i f e ,  men, sexuality, rev01 utionary 
a t t i tudes ,  women i n  arms), and poetry. The editors have also p u t  together a 
s l ide  show on women and daily l i f e  i n  Nicaragua, to  be available i n  video by 
winter 1983/84 (write: Ju l ia  Lesage, 2620 N. Richmond, Chicago, IL 60647). 

Publications available from the ALA COMMITTEE ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN 
LIBRARIANSHIP are: "Equality in Librarianship: A Guide to Sex Discrimination 

, Laws" by Jane Williamson (1981; 2411.; $1); "Directory of Library and Informa- 
tion ~rbfess ion  Women's ~ r o u p s :  second ~ d i t i o n "  comp-iled by ~ a f i  Mallory 
(1982; 24p.; $1); and a poster/brochure ent i t led "The Library: A Room of One's 
Own/Womenls Resources and Services" by Kathleen Weibel (1 982; $1). Write: 
COSWL/ALA, 50 E.  Huron, Chicam, IL 60611. 

Jus t  out i s  the 1983 LADYSLIPPER RESOURCE GUIDE & CATALOG OF RECORDS & TAPES 
BY WOMEN. Twenty-nine pages i n  length, t h i s  annotated catalog l i s t s  a wide 
variety of music by women, including: classical ; reggae and calypso; soul and 
disco; punk and new wave; rock; folk, country, and tradi t ional ;  jazz; blues; 
children's records; and spoken recordings -- in addition to extensive 1 is t ings 
of women's music and feminist music. For a free copy of the 1983 catalog, 
write: Ladysl ipper, Inc., P.O. Box 3124 ,- Durham, NC 27705 (stamps appreciated). 
And don't  miss the recipe for "Poli t ical ly cbrrect Muffins" on the l a s t  page. 

Available from the Wisconsin Humanities Committee (WHC) is a new film (1982) 
en t i t l ed  THE WISCONSIN FARM WOMAN. Produced by Phyllis Berg Pigorsch for the 
Wisconsin Educational Communications Board with funding from the WHC, the 
f i l  m recently won a ce r t i f i ca te  of comnendation from American Women i n  Radio 
and Television. For more information, write the WHC office: 716 Langdon 
Street ,  Madison, WI 53706; phone: (608) 262-0706. 

FIGHTING FOR THE OBVIOUS (1 982) i s  a 30-minute documentary depicting the 
experiences of women who worked to r a t i fy  the Equal Rights Amendment in 
I l l ino i s .  Produced from 30 hours of videotape, the film combines interviews 
w i t h  footage of r a l l i e s ,  marches, legislat ive ac t iv i t i e s ,  and behind-the- 
scenes meetings, featuring music by Holly Near. "Fighting for the Obvious" 
i s  available for  rental o r  purchase i n  e i ther  16mm film or  $-inch VHS or  
Betamax video cassette format. Write: Virago Video, 805 N .  Cuyler, Oak Park, 
IL 60302; phone: (312) 386-3169. 
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The HELAIEIE VICTORIA PRESS i s  now ten years old and s t i l l  a t  work producing 
fine qua1 i t v  postcards, prints and book plates celebratinq the history and - .  
achievement; of women. Founders ~ o c e l ~ n '  Cohen and Nancy Poore work a t  prin- 
t i n g ,  pub1 ication, distribution and archiving of the Press's educational 
cards and related materials. Cards feature heroines from the present and the 
past; women from other countries; women's qui l t s ;  a r t  reproductions; scenes 
from the Suffrage Movement and the contemporary women's movement; and much 
more, w i t h  a particular commitment t o  featuring minority women and neglected 
groups and issues. For a complete, i l lustrated 1983 catalog, write: 4080 
Dynasty Lane, Martinsvil l e ,  IN 46151; phone: (317) 537-2868. 

The WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL EQUITY ACT PUBLISHING CENTER distributes a variety of 
materials t o  aid educators i n  encouraging g i r l s '  achievements i n  math and - - -  
science. Combining tape, film, and p r i n t ,  the materials range from programs 
and exercises to be used in the classroom, t o  inservice training programs for  
teachers, t o  a handbook for  planning a conference on the topic. Price of 
most items i s  from $10-920. For more information, write: EDC/WEEA Pub1 ishing 
Center, 55 Chapel Street ,  Suite 204, Newton, MA 02160; phone (to1 1-free) : 
(800) 225-3088. 

WISCONSIN BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
IN WOFTIEN'S STUDIES 
The l a t e s t  t i t l e  i n  the series,  "Wisconsin Bib1 iographies i n  Women's Studies ," 
i s  "Women's Studies i n  the Traditional Curriculum: Selected Readings on 
'Mainstreaming, "' compiled by Susan Searing (6/83). This two-page 1 i s t ing i s  
available free of charge from the Office of the Women's Studies Librarian- 
at-Large. A complete l i s t i ng  of other bibliographies i n  the series,  as well 
as a l l  other office publications, i s  also available on request. Write: 112A 
Memorial Library, 728 State St. ,  Madison, WI 53706; o r  cal l  (608) 263-5754. 

NEW REFERENCE WORKS IN WOFTIEN'S STUDIES 
In th i s  issue we highlight recent reference sources on women and l i t e ra tu re ,  
women's employment and affirmative action, and guides t o  funding. 

American Women Writers: B i  bl iographical Essays reviews writings by and about 
24 major authors, ranging from Anne Bradstreet to Sylvia Plath. Each essay 
in th i s  anthology surveys the editions of the author's works, assesses c r i t i -  
cal response, notes the existence of bibliographies and biographies, describes 
collections of manuscripts and l e t t e r s ,  and points to avenues for further 
research. As a straightforward guide to resources on our best-known authors, 
th i s  volume provides a welcome shortcut for students of l i te ra ture .  
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special i s t s  of the 1 ives and works of over 1,000 authors. A new two-volume, 
abridged version i s  now available in paperback. This reviewer has not com- 
pared the two editions, and so cannot say whether the abridgments were made by 
leaving out some writers ent irely or by shortening each entry. However, the 
h i g h  quality of the original s e t  i s  suff icient  cause for recomnending the 
abridged edition to  anyone needing a ready desk reference. 

A different  approach to the f ie ld  of women and l i t e ra tu re  is  seen i n  the hefty 
volume, Toward a Feminist Tradition: An Annotated Bibl  iography of Novels i n  
English by Women, 1891-1920. This bib1 iography includes 3,407 books by 1,723 
authors, published d u r i n g  a 30-year span. The compilers selected works tha t  
i l l u s t r a t e  a "feminist t radi t ion" i n  w r i t i n g  by women, particularly as evidenced 
by unconventional female characters. The annotations are based on reviews a t  
the time of publication, and therefore they vary greatly i n  length, s ty le ,  
and relevance to  1 i terary research. The arrangement of the entr ies  is  a1 pha- 
betic by author, w i t h  a t i t l e  index. While this l i s t  i s  a remarkable achieve- 
ment and makes for hours of interesting browsing, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  envision 
how the average student or researcher m i g h t  use i t  eff icient ly.  

Similar in concept, b u t  topically organized and indexed, i s  Girls Are People 
Too! A B i b l  iography of Nontraditional Female Roles i n  Children's Books. I t  
7s  an annotated w i d e  to  540 books for  children that  "exhibit active, adven- 
turous, persis tent ,  sel f-confident, independent, creative, proud, courageous, 
and individual i s t i c  females." Both f ict ion and non-fiction are incl uded; 
books on Blacks, Native Americans, the handicapped, and other minorities are 
high1 ighted. % 

Bibliographies devoted to  single iuthors are important tools for l i t e r a r y  
researchers; two recent offerings are  especially notable. Joan Crane's Willa 

v Cather: A B i  bl iography is a model of detailed descriptive bibliography, cutting 
through a tang1 ed web of editions, pseudonymous pub1 ications, textual varia- 
t ions and other minutiae of concern to advanced scholars. Elizabeth Cogell's 
Ursula K. LeGuf n : A Primary and Secondary B i  bl iography documents the novel s ,  
short s tor ies ,  poetry, non-fiction and other works of LeGuin, adding a compre- 
hensive annotated l i s t i n g  of c r i t i ca l  and bibgraphical studies and an intro- 
duction tracing influences on LeGuinls t h i n k i n g  and themes tha t  resound i n  her 
work. 

A second group of reference tools under consideration here loosely revolves 
around issues of working women. The most general of these i s  Women, Education, 
and Employment: A B i  bl iography of Periodical Citations, Pamphl e t s  , Newspapers, 
and Government Documents, 1970-1980. The weal( aspects of this bibliography 
are i ts complete exclusion of books and dissertations and i t s  1 ack of annota- 
t ions; i t s  strengths are a well thought-out subject arrangement geared to the 
research needs of undergraduates and an unorthodox b u t  eminently useable index 
by Sanford Berman. 

Two new t i t 1  es focus on affirmative action. Resources for Affirmative Action, 
by Ed Smi th  (of the UW System) and Joan Bartczak Cannon, l i s t s  1,445 items, 
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inc lud ing not only the usual books, pamphlets, and a r t i c l e s ,  but a lso consul - 
tants, f i lms,  cassettes, and t ra in ing  k i t s .  There are author and t i t l e  i n -  
dexes, but unfortunately there i s  no subject access. Appendices include 
sampl e pol i c i e s  and procedures and some directory-type data. Aff i rmat ive 
Action i n  Hiqher Education: A Sourcebook i s  a how-to manual f o r  implementing 
a f f i rma t i ve  act ion po l i c ies  a t  un ivers i t ies  and colleges. The t e x t  i s  supple- 
mented by numerous appendices that reproduce key regul at ion, sampl e forms, 
f low charts, pol i c y  statements, and the 1 i ke. Also included are a glossary, 
a top ica l  ly-indexed 1 i s t  o f  key cases, and a short  annotated b i  b l  iography. 

Two other pocket-sized books s ~ e c i f i c a l l ~  concern women i n  hiaher education. 
Academic women and Employment biscr iminat ion: A C r i t i c a l  ~ n n o t a t e d  Bibl iography 
describes i n  depth 179 books, a r t i c l e s  and essays publ ished since 1970. I n  
addit ion, there i s  a chronology o f  cour t  cases dealina w i th  sex d iscr iminat ion 
i n  academe, each w i th  a ~ r 6 c i s ;  Pub1 ished by the ~ o d e r n  Lanquaqe Association, 
Sexual and-~ender  ~arassment i n  the ~ c a d e m y : - ~  Guide f o r  ~ a c i l  ti, Students, 
and Administrators discusses the nature and prevalence o f  sexual harassment 
on campus and o f fe rs  advice f o r  countering i t  a t  the i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and i n d i -  
vidual 1 eve1 s. 

- 

I n  the ever popular category o f  sel f-he1 p books, the most welcome new t i t l e  
i s  How t o  Get Money f o r  Research. Aimed a t  the ind iv idual ,  t h i s  a f fordable 
l i t t l e  book i s  f u l l  o f  good advice about iden t i f y ing  funding agencies and 
submi t t i n g  proposal s. E i  ghty-one sources on grants are described, covering 
research by and about women, general fellowships, and nontradi t ional  pursu i ts  
by women. A section t i t l e d  "Resources" l i s t s  publ icat ions and organizations 
tha t  can provide fu r ther  guidance. Anyone i n  women's studies preparing a 
grant proposal f o r  the f i r s t  time w i l l  f ind t h i s  work a valuable aid. 

I n  the second ed i t i on  o f  the Directory o f  Financial Aids f o r  Women, Gail  
Schlachter ex~ands and u ~ d a t e s  her l i s t i n a s  o f  scholars hi^ fellows hi^ sources 
and adds some' funding sources f o r  i n d e p d e n t  research.  he number o f  en t r ies  
i s  near ly  double tha t  o f  the f i r s t  ed i t ion  (1978) and includes in ternat ional  
programs for the f i r s t  time. By contrast, the Directory o f  Federal Aid f o r  
Women and Minor i t ies  borders on consumer fraud and cannot be recommended. It 
merely r e ~ r i n t s  verbatim selected Droaram d e s c r i ~ t i o n s  and a ~ ~ e n d i c e s  from 
the ~ a t a l  og o f  Federal Domestic ~ss is tance.    he' f u l l  o r i g ina i  document i s  
avai lab le for less  money from the Government P r i n t i ng  Off ice. I n  updateable 
loose1 eaf format, i t presents information on a l l  federal ly-administered 
assistance programs, no t  only those deemed o f  i n te res t  t o  women and minor i t ies .  

Attempting t o  categorize and describe new publ icat ions, t h i s  reviewer was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  struck by three works, no t  because they are the best among a 
number o f  works on a given topic, but ra ther  because they stand alone. These 
unique new t i t l e s  deserve t o  be mentioned because of the c r i t i c a l  gaps they 
f i l l .  
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Women Speakinq: An Annotated Bib l ioqraphy o f  Verbal and Nonverbal Communica- 
t i o n  1970-1980 i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  con t r i bu t i on  t o  the reference l i t e r a t u r e  on 
women's language. The compilers inc lude over 1,300 studies, p r i m a r i l y  repor-  
t ed  i n  journa l  a r t i c l e s ,  from a mu1 t i t u d e  o f  d i s c i p l  ines. Women's 1 i t e r a r y  
expression and studies o f  the mass media are  n o t  covered, s ince these have 
been t rea ted  e l  sewhere. (We have already demonstrated the wealth of reference 
sources on women and l i t e r a t u r e ;  a good guide t o  popular media i s  L e s l i e  
Friedman's Sex Role Stereotyping i n  the Mass Media: An Annotated Bib l iography,  
New York: Garland, 1977.) 

A new b ib l iography on women i n  management i s  the f i r s t  such'to be issued i n  
book format, superceding several reading l i s t s  from organizat ions and i n s t i -  
t u t es  upon which researchers have had t o  r e l y  u n t i l  now. Women and Manage- 
ment: An Annotated Bib l iography and Source l i s t  provides references t o  over 
m e s ,  and d isse r ta t ions ,  a l l  
publ ished between 1970 and 1981. The c i t a t i o n s  are arranged i n  20 sub jec t  
ca tegor ies  and represent  the  scho lar ly ,  professional  , and popular 1 i tera tu re .  
Th is  volume i s  a must for  l i b r a r i e s  support ing a business curr iculum. 

* 
F i n a l l y ,  American Women A r t i s t s :  From Ea r l y  Ind ian Times t o  the Present 
deserves specia l  pra ise both f o r  i t s  content and i t s  pol ished appearance. 

, Taking a chronological  approach t ha t  begins w i t h  Nat ive American and fo lk  
a r t i s t s  and concludes w i t h  the cu r ren t  femin is t  a r t  movement, Char1 o t t e  
Rubinstein blends h i s t o r i c a l  survey w i t h  biography. The sect ions devoted t o  
i n d i v i d u a l  a r t i s t s ,  which vary i n  l eng th  from a paragraph t o  several pages, 
are s e t  apar t  by bo ld  type headings; an index increases t h e  ease w i t h  which 
t h i s  volume can be consul ted as a reference t oo l  . The book i s  rep1 e t e  w i t h  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  the a r t i s t s '  works, i n c l  uding a sect ion o f  well-chosen co lo r  
p lates.  There are  a1 so a selected b ib l iography and several 1 i s t s  o f  honors 
earned by women a r t i s t s .  American Women A r t i s t s  w i l l  stand beside American 
Women Wri ters:  A C r i t i c a l  Reference Guide as a standard handbook f o r  years 
t o  come. 

-- Susan Searing ' 

Academic Women and Employment D iscr iminat ion:  A C r i t i c a l  Annotated B i  b l i o -  
r a  h . By Jennie Farley. I thaca:  New York State School o f  I n d u s t r i a l  eP-r Re at ions,  Cornel 1 Univers i ty ,  1983. (Address: ILR Publ icat ions,  NY State 

School o f  I n d u s t r i a l  Relat ions, Cornel 1 Univers i ty ,  Ithaca, FIY 14853) 112p. 
index. pap., $8.95. 

Af f i rmat ive  Act ion i n  Higher Education: A Sourcebook. By Lo is  VanderWaerdt. 
New York: Garland, 1982. 259p. index. $30.00, ISBN 0-8240-9313-5. LC 80- 

American Women A r t i s t s :  From Ear l y  Ind ian Times t o  the Present. By Char lo t te  
S t re i f e r  Rubinstein. Flew York: Avon; Boston: G.K. Ha l l ,  1982. 560p. index. 
ill. $39.95, ISBN 0816185352; pap., $12.95, ISBN 0-380-61101-5. LC 81-20135. 

American Women Wri ters:  A C r i t i c a l  Reference Guide from Colonia l  Times t o  the 
PreSent. 4 vols.  Ed. by L ina  Mainiero and Langdon Lynne Faust. New York: 
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Ungar, 1979-1982. index. $55.00 each, ISBN 0-8044-3151-5 (v. 1)  ; 0-8044-3152- 
3 (v.2); 0-8044-3153-1 (v.3); 0-8044-3155-8 (v.4). LC 78-20945. 

American Women Wri ters:  A C r i t i c a l  Reference Guide from Colonial Times t o  the 
Present. Abridged Edi t ion.  Ed. by Langdon Lynne kaust. 2 vols. New York: 
Ungar, 1983. $14.95 per volume, ISBN 0-8044-6164-3 (vol  . l )  ; 0-8044-6165-1 
(v01.2). LC 82-40286. 

American Women Wri ters:  B ib l iographica l  Essays. Ed. by Maurice Duke, Jackson 
R. Bryer, and M. Thomas Inge. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1983. 434p. 
index.839.95, ISBN 0-313-22116-2. LC 82-6156. 

D i rec to ry  o f  Federal A id  f o r  Women and Minor i t i es .  Santa Monica: Ready 
Reference Press, 1982. 250p. $37.50, I S B N  0-916270-32-7. LC 81-23531. 

D i rec to ry  o f  Financial  Aids f o r  Women. By Gai l  A. Schlachter. 2nd ed. Santa 
Barbara : Reference Service Press, ABC-Cl lo ,  1982. 34411. b i  b l  . index. $26.00, 
ISBN 0-87436-340-3. LC 82-6778. 

G i r l s  Are People Too! A Bib l iography o f  Nontradi t ional  Female Roles i n  Ch i l -  
dren's Books. By Joan E. Newman. Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1982. 195p. 

, index. $12.50, ISBN 0-8108-1500-1. LC 81-18548. 

How t o  Get Money f o r  Research. By Mary Rubin. Old Westbury, NY:  Feminist 
Press, 1983. 78p. index. pap., $5.95, ISBN 0-935312-18-8. LC 83-1444. 

Resources f o r  A f f i rma t i ve  Action: An Annotated Di rectory  o f  Books, Periodicals, 
Fi lms, T ra in ing  Aids, and Consultants on Equal Opportunity. By Joan Bartczak 
Cannon and Ed Smith. Garre t t  Park, MD: Gar re t t  Park Press, 1982. 190p. 
pap. , $11.95, ISBN 0-912049-32-8. LC 82-083304. 

Sexual and Gender Harassment i n  the ~cademy: A Guide f o r  Faculty, Students, 
and Administrators. By P h y l l i s  Frankl in, e t  a l .  New York: Comnission on the 
Status o f  Women i n  the Professibn, The Modern Language Associat ion o f  America, 
1981. 74p. pap. , $4.50, ISBr I  0-87352-333-4; LC-81114059. 

Toward a Feminist T rad i t i on :  an Annotated Bibl iography o f  Novels i n  Engl ish  
by Women, 1891-1920. By Diva Daims and Janet Grimes, comps. Rew York; 
Gar1 and, 1982. 885p. index. $75.00, ISBN 0-8240-9523-5. LC 79-7912. 

Ursula K. LeGuin: A Primary and Secondary B ib l  iography. By E l izabeth Cummins 
Cogell. Boston: G.K. Ha l l ,  1983. 244p. index. $39.95, I S B N  0-8161-8155-1. 

W i l l a  Cather: A Bibl iography. By Joan Crane. Lincoln: Un ive rs i t y  o f  Nebraska 
Press, 1982. 412p. index. $35.00, ISBN 0-8032-1415-4. LC 81-23134. 

Women, Education, and Employment: A B ib l  iography o f  Per iod ica l  C i ta t ions,  
Pamphlets, r!ewspapers, and Government Documents, 1970-1980. By Renee beinberg. 
Hamden, CT: L i b ra r v  Professional Pub1 icat ions,  1982. 2 7 4 ~ .  index. $25.00. 
ISBN 0187229-023-9: LC 82-7816. 
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Women i n  Manaqement: An Annotated Bibl iography and Source l is t .  By Jud i th  A. 
Leav i t t .  Phoenix: Orvx Press, 1982. 19711. index. $25.00, ISBN 0-89774-026- 

BOOK REVIEWS 
A DISABLED WOMAN ' S  CRITIQUE OF LITERATURE DEALING WITH DISABLED WOMEN. 
INTRODUCTION 

When I began t h i s  review, i t  was my i n ten t i on  t o  focus on ly  on books and 
a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  by and about d isabled women. While there i s  more l i t e r a t u r e  
ava i lab le  t h a t  f i t s  t h i s  descr ip t ion now than there was even three o r  four 
years ago, i t  was s t i l l  necessary f o r  me t o  include some general 1 i t e r a t u r e  
on d i s a b i l i t y  t o  g ive readers an adequate background. 

I have categorized the mater ia l  under four subject  headings: Curriculum 
Guides and D i s a b i l i t y  Awareness Brochures; Autobiographical and Experience- 
Oriented L i te ra tu re ;  Books Wri t ten by Parents of the Disabled; .and L i t e r a t u r e  
from Psychology, Sociology and Philosophy. Most o f  the l i t e r a t u r e  under 
review here I can recomnend, w i t h  few reservations, as being p o s i t i v e  i n  i t s  
por t raya l  o f  d i  sab i l  i t y  and i t s  problems. 

This stands i n  s tark  cont rast  t o  the bulk o f  the l i t e r a t u r e  i n  the f i e l d s  of- 
special  education, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  and psychology. Wri t ten for  professionals 
who work w i t h  the d l  sabl ed, t h i  s 1 i tera tu re  abounds w i t h  negative por t raya l  s 
o f  the disabled, and, more spec i f i ca l l y ,  o f  disabled women. S im i la r l y ,  posi-  
t i v e  por t raya ls  o f  the disabled are hard t o  f i n d  i n  f i c t i o n  o r  biography, and, 
o f  those avai lable,  most focus on disabled men. While there has recen t l y  been 
more i n t e r e s t  i n  d i  sabl ed women evidenced i n  femin is t  1 i terature ,  here too 
one i s  apt  t o  encounter sub t l y  pat ron iz ing Images, as i n  Sa l l y  Gearhart's - The 
Wander round (Persephone Press, l978),  which casts d isabled women as the 
s i s t e r s  w ose s ing le  con t r ibu t ion  t o  society i s  t o  teach the value o f  slowing 
down. Gearhart's mistake -- a common one -- was t o  view disabled women on ly  
through t h e i r  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  ra ther  than as whole persons w i t h  much t o  o f f e r  
the community. By contrast ,  i n  Marge Piercy 's  book, Woman on t he  Edge o f  
Time (Knopf, l976),  the main character, Connie, i s  involved f o r  some t ime w i t h  
m i n d  man who i s  a lso Black. It i s  obvious t h a t  Connie r e l i e s  upon him f o r  
support a t  t h i s  time i n  her l i f e ,  and no undue a t t en t i on  i s  pa id  t o  h i s  
b l  indness. 

The 1 i t e r a t u r e  reviewed below goes some way towards rev i s i ng  our views o f  
d i  sabl ed women. 
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CURRICULUM GUIDES AND DISABILITY AWARENESS BROCHURES 

Pa t r i c i a  Hague. Responding To Disabi l  i ty: A Question o f  A t t i  tude. Minne- 
sota State Council f o r  the Handicapped, ress: e t ro  Square 
Building, S t .  Paul , MN 55101) 3 8 p  LC1~%42$AddOCLC 9:::06n9. 

This booklet presents fourteen questions and answers, many o f  them about 
s i tua t ions  where a non-disabled person meets a disabled person. The booklet 
i s  d i rected s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  a non-disabled audience o f  employers and educators' 
of the disabled; i t s  aim i s  t o  demystify d i s a b i l i t y  and perhaps t o  open the 
door t o  more opportuni t ies f o r  the disabled. It takes a very non-threatening 
approach, and I th ink  t h a t  i t  has a great deal o f  value. 

(Address: 250 Broadway 

This booklet i s  a curriculum guide f o r  planning a workshop on d i s a b i l i t y  
awareness. Some of the exercises are very good, and the booklet i n  general 
i s  very well-organized. There i s  an extensive bibl iography a t  the back which 
i s  general ly good. I do take a c r i t i c a l  view o f  those exercises which hope t o  

' prorote awareness by attempting t o  simulate the experience o f  d i s a b i l  i t y  f o r  
par t ic ipants .  While the use o f  a wheelchair, f o r  example, may help a l e r t  
people t o  the problems o f  inaccess ib i l i t y ,  i t  i s  s imp l i s t i c  t o  assume t h a t  one 
can understand deafness simply by using nonverbal communication, para1 y s i  s by 
no t  moving, o r  blindness by wearing a b l ind fo ld .  Exercises such as these may 

. on ly  r a i s e  fears about the 1 im i ta t ions  o f  d i s a b i l i t y ,  wi thout educating p a r t i -  
cipants about how the disabled m e t  these challenges. I f  f a c i l i t a t o r s  fee l  i t  
i s  necessary t o  car ry  out t h i s  type o f  disability.awareness exercise, they 
should a t  l e a s t  provide the actual equipment used by the disabled t o  compen- 
sate f o r  the d i s a b i l i t y  (e.g., a cane I-n the case o f  the exercise on b l ind-  
ness). 

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL AND EXPERIENCE-ORIENTED LITERATURE 

Jo Campl i n g  , ed . Images o f  Ourselves : D i  sabl ed Women Tal king. London : 
Rut1 edge & Kegan Paul , 1981. l6Op. pap. , $9.75, ISBN 0-7100-0822-8. 

Jo Campl i n g  wisely allows her contr ibutors t o  t e l l  t h e i r  own s to r ies  i n  t h e i r  
own ways. Twelve women from B r i t a i n  w i t h  varying d i s a b i l i t i e s  w r i t e  about 
t h e i r  childhoods, the advice given t o  them w i th  regard t o  career goals, i n f o r -  
mation they received about t h e i r  sexual i t y ,  threats t o  t h e i r  r i g h t s  t o  keep 
t h e i r  own chi ldren, and advice given them t o  abort ra ther  than t o  bear a d is-  
abled ch i ld .  The women have very d i f f e r e n t  personal i t ies  and t h e i r  experiences 
are diverse. 

Deborah Kent. Belon i n  . New York: Dial  Press, 1978. $7.95, ISBN 0-8037- aeP 0530-1. LC 77-1473 

This book i s  a semi-autobiographical novel about a b l i n d  g i r l  who has chosen 
t o  a t t e n t  pub l i c  high school. The book shows Meg as a very independent, 
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i n t e l l  i gent and resourceful g i r l  who deal s squarely w i th  pub1 i c  a t t i t udes  
about blindness. The portrayal  o f  high school l i f e  i s  r e a l i s t i c  and the ending 
i s  very pos i t i ve .  I can recommend t h i s  book as one o f  the best por t raya ls  I 
have read o f  a character coping with, and no t  being l i m i t e d  by, her blindness. 

Bet ty  Bird.  "Texas Sketches: A Narrative." S in i s te r  Wisdom no.17, Summer 
1981, pp. 20-26. (Address: S in i s te r  Wisdom, Box 660, Amherst, MA 01004. 

This i s  an example o f  a s to ry  where d i s a b i l i t y  i s  on ly  on aspect of character. 
I n  the author 's autobiographical sketch o f  growing up i n  Texas, blindness i s  
j u s t  one o f  her a t t r ibu tes ;  we see t h a t  whi le  i t  shaped some o f  her experiences, 
b l  indness d i d  not  hamper her growth and development. She romps, plays, gets 
i n t o  mischief, learns t o  deal w i t h  no t  being "teacher's favorite," and copes 
w i t h  the death o f  another ch i l d .  These are experiences much l i k e  those faced 
by non-di sabled ch i ldren.  

Rose Resnick. Sun and Shadow. New York: Atheneum, 1975. 274p. $10.00, ISBN 
0689106661. LC 74-32614. 

This i s  an autobiography o f  a b l i n d  woman who was born and ra ised i n  New York 
C i t y  i n  the 1920s and 1930s i n  a working-class immigrant family of e i gh t  c h i l -  
dren. Resnick had the good for tune t o  study drama, dance, and music wh i le  
growing up. An accomplished musician, she was awarded a scholarship t o  study 
w i t h  Uadia Boul anger a t  the Fontainebl eau Conservatoire i n  France. I n  s p i t e  
o f  t h i s  unusually auspicious beginning, Rose Resnick's s to ry  i s  one o f  u p h i l l  
b a t t l e s - f i r s t  t o  win recogni t ion f o r  herse l f  as a musician, and then t o  f i g h t  
f o r  equal oppor tun i t ies  f o r  b l  i n d  and otherwise disabled persons. Her s to ry  
shows w i t h  depressing c l a r i t y  t h a t  th ings have no t  changed for  disabled persons 
very much since the  1920s--speci f ical ly  t h a t  some o f  the main obstacles pu t  i n  
the way o f  the disabled, and some o f  the worst exp lo i ta t ion  of the disabled, 
come a t  the hands of the agencies and professionals who are supposed t o  be 
helping them t o  lead productive and normal 1 ives. 

off our backs v.XI, no.5, May 1981: special issue on "Women w i t h  D i sab i l i t i es . "  
(Address: 1841 Columbia Road N.W., room 212,\ Washington, D.C. 20009) $1.00 
per copy. 

This e n t i r e  issue focused on the wr i t i ngs  o f  women w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  It i s  
one of the best anthologies t o  date o f  experiences faced by disabled women. 
It a lso includes some w r i t i n g  by able-bodied women about in te rac t ions  w i t h  
disabled women. This i s  the on ly  anthology on d i s a b i l i t y  I have seen which 
contains a con t r ibu t ion  by a woman who i s  considered mental ly retarded. Per- 
sons w i t h  t h i s  d i s a b i l i t y  have been viewed by society as general ly incapable 
o f  making t h e i r  own decisions o r  o f  having opinions. I am very pleased t o  see 
t h i s  anthology break new ground i n  t h i s  d i rec t ion .  

Jud i th  Schwarz. "On Being Physical ly  Di f ferent . "  S in i s te r  Wisdom no.7, F a l l  
1978, pp.41-50. 

Wri t ten by a very a r t i c u l a t e  woman, t h i s  a r t i c l e  describes Schwarz's exper- 
iences and soc ie ty ' s  expectations o f  her as a disabled woman. 
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Chris Cuppett. "A S p i r i t  Crushed: A S p i r i t  Healed." s i n i s t e r  Wisdom no.15, 
Fa1 1 1980, pp.23-27. 

This a r t i c l e  i s  the moving account o f  the experience o f  a b l i n d  woman who was 
raped -- the  negative react ions o f  the pol ice ,  the doctor, and some o f  the 
people she thought were f r iends,  and her road t o  recovery from t h i s  inc ident .  

Barbara McDonald. "Look Me I n  the Eye." S in i s t e r  Wisdom no.16, Spring 1981, 
pp. 11-19. 

This a r t i c l e  deals w i t h  ageism ra the r  than d i sab i l  i t y .  McDonald wr i tes  about 
the experience o f  a t tend ing a Take Back the Night  March. She begins the march 
by fee l ing  exci ted,  ready f o r  act ion, competent, and ready t o  p ro tec t  her 
l o v e r  from violence. Then, one o f  the organizers o f  the march approaches her 
and says t h a t  o lder  women should be marching i n  the f ron t  so as no t  t o  slow 
down the l i n e .  Barbara McDonald very a r t i c u l a t e l y  expresses the shock such 
an experience e n t a i l s  -- the r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  wh i le  you see you rse l f  as compe- 
ten t ,  others do not ,  and f o r  no reason o ther  than an external  character a t t r i -  
bute such as age o r  d i s a b i l i t y .  This experience i s  a common everyday occur- 
rence i n  the 1 i ves  o f  d isabled persons. 

Mir iam Ottenberg. Pursu i t  o f  Ho e. New York: Rawson, Wade Pub1 ishers, 1978. 
$8.95 , ISBN 0-89256-06 -54041. 

Ottenberg i s  a j o u r n a l i s t  who developed mu l t i p l e  sc leros is ,  and used her 
i nves t i ga t i ve  s k i l l s  t o  in te rv iew others who have the disease. She shows how 
many of these people have gone on w i t h  t h e i r  1 ives a f t e r  diagnosis, and i n  
some cases changed t h e i r  1 i ves  f o r  the be t t e r  a f t e r  having developed the 
disease. This book i s  very upbeat, but  exh ib i t s  a b ias toward very t r a d i t i o n -  
a l  l i f e s t y l e s  for  women. While Ottenberg conunends any man who chooses t o  
stay w i t h  h i s  w i f e  when she becomes disabled, she takes i t  f o r  granted t h a t  
non-disabled wives w i l l  s tay w i t h  disabled husbands. This book does do much 
t o  demystify the condi t ion o f  MS both f o r  v ic t ims of t h i s  disease and f o r  a 
non-disabled audience. 

Yvonne Duffy. A l l  Things Are Possible. A.J. Garvin and Assoc., 1981. - (Address: Box 7525, Ann Arbor, M I  48107) pap., $8.95, ISBN 0-9607252-0-2. 

Ms. Duffy sent a questionnadre t o  phys ica l l y  d isabled Mmen across the country 
and compiled the r e s u l t s  from the 70 women who chose t o  respond. While the 
author does l e t  the women speak i n  t h e i r  own words, she s p l i t s  up t h e i r  re -  
sponses i n  order t o  group them under various chapter headings. The book seeks 
t o  ascer ta in  how women w i t h  physical d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  most o f  them i n  wheelchairs 
and needing various degrees o f  attendant care, deal w i t h  aspects of t h e i r  
sexual i t y .  Frank and a r t i cu l a te ,  the book should be thought-provoking t o  the 
non-di sabled; however i t  i s  more par t i cu la r1  y aimed a t  making ava i lab le  t o  
d isabled women in format ion about sexual i t y  i n  a no-nonsense p o s i t i v e  manner 
no t  usua l l y  adopted by the parents and professionals who should be p rov id ing  
t h i s  informat ion.  

The chapter on lesbians has one major shortcoming t o  which Ms. Duffy r e a d i l y  
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admits -- on ly  two disabled lesbians answered the questionnaire and could be 
interviewed. These two women are portrayed pos i t i ve l y .  Ms. Duffy found t h a t  
many disabled women fear  being 1 abel ed as lesbians because they have been 
unable t o  f i n d  a man. Other disabled women i n  her sample thought about the 
f a c t  t h a t  they might be lesbians but  feared adding another element t o  the a l -  
ready e x i s t i n g  d i f ferentness from the r e s t  o f  soc ie ty  t h a t  t h e i r  d i s a b i l i t y  
cons t i tu ted  f o r  them. 

I have a personal phi losophic d i f fe rence  o f  opin ion w i t h  Ms. Duffy on one 
po in t .  She l i k e s  the labe l  "d i f fe rent ly -ab led"  which has been coined t o  des- 
c r i b e  d isab led women. She fee ls  t h a t  t h i s  word says t h a t  women w i t h  d i s a b i l i -  
t i e s  do t h e  same t h i n g  bu t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways than the non-disabled. While I 
have never l i k e d  the word "disabled," I feel  t h a t  "d i f fe ren t l y -ab led"  i s  no t  
a good replacement. The imp1 i c i t  message o f  the term i s ,  "You are d i f f e ren t  
than me; you c a n ' t  do the th ings I do; you have d i f f e r e n t  a b i l i t i e s . "  

Upcoming Anthol og i  es 

There are three forthcoming anthologies which should appear by the w in te r  o f  
1984. F i r s t  i s  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  the w r i t i ngs  and experiences o f  d isabled women 
o f  vary ing 1 i f e s t y l e s ,  t o  be published by C le is  Press. It i s  being ed i ted by 
three disabled women. My expectat ion i s  t h a t  t h i s  book w i l l  have the h i s t o r i c  

: value t o  the disabled women's community t h a t  This Bridge Cal led My Back: 
Wr i t ings by Radical Women o f  Color (Persephone Press, 1981) had t o  the commu- 
n i t y  o f  women o f  co lor .  (Contact: C le is  Press, P.O. Box 8281, Minneapol i s ,  
Mfl  55408; 612-871-4567. ) 

The second anthology w i l l  contain the s to r i es  and experiences o f  women who 
t h i s  soc ie ty  has deemed fa t ,  d e t a i l i n g  the k i n d - o f  oppression these women 
suffer. This book w i l l  be published by the Iowa C i t y  Women's Press. (Address: 
529 S. G i l b e r t  S t . ,  Iowa Ci ty ,  I A  52240) 

The t h i r d  anthology, t o  be published by Womyn's B r a i l l e  Press, w i l l  contain 
w r i t i n g s  of b l i n d  women on t h e i r  emploment experiences. The purpose o f  the 
book i s  t o  show the non-disabled wor ld that,bl i n d  women are an untapped re -  
source i n  terms of t h e i r  po ten t ia l  . Secondly, the book i s intended t o  share 
information w i t h  b l i n d  women about how ce r t a i n  jobs can be done by a b l i n d  
person, and t o  g ive an encouraging shot i n  the arm that ,  yes, i t i s  possib le 
t o  f i nd  jobs as b l i n d  women. (Womyn's B r a i l l e  Press, Box 8475, Minneapolis, 
MN 55408) 

BOOKS WRITTEN BY PARENTS OF THE DISABLED 

Helen Featherstone. A Dif ference I n  t he  Family: L i f e  With a Disabled Child. 
Hew York: Basic Books, 1980. 262p. $14.95, ISBN 0-465-01654-5. LC 79-56668. 

This book i s  w r i t t e n  by the mother of a d isabled c h i l d  who rea l i zed  t h a t  
parents and fami l y  members had nowhere t o  go and no one t o  help them w i t h  
t h e i r  fee l ings  about having a disabled c h i l d  i n  the fami ly.  She began d i s -  
cussion groups f o r  parents o f  disabled chi ldren,  t o  share t h e i r  feel ings of 
f r us t r a t i on ,  g u i l t ,  impatience, and even hope f o r  t h e i r  chi ldren.  The book 
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should be valuable f o r  those  persons who haye disabled family members and who 
have never allowed themselves t o  work through the  negative f e e l i n g s  because 
o f  t h e i r  sense o f  g u i l t  f o r  having such emotions. I t  i s  Feathers tone ' s  be- 
l ief  t h a t  only by working through these f e e l i n g s  does one come t o  full accep- 
t ance  o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  family member. 

Marie Lyons Kill i l e a .  - Karen. New York: P ren t i ce  Hal l ,  1962. $8.95, ISBN O- 
13-514638-0. 

This  book was written by a mother who through love,  devotion and constant  hard 
work brought her b r igh t  and i n t e l l i g e n t  daughter,  who happened t o  be born with 
ce rebra l  palsy,  f u r t h e r  along the road t o  "normalcy" than most o f  the  doc to r s  
o f  t h a t  time thought poss ib le .  I f  i t  i s  hard f o r  parents  of d isabled  chi ldren  
t o  g e t  r i g h t s  f o r  t h e i r  chi ldren  today, i f  i t  i s  hard f o r  parents  t o  r ece ive  
suppor t  f o r  t h e i r  own i s o l a t i o n  i n  coping w i t h  a d isabled  c h i l d ,  there i s  no 
doubt tha t  i t  was much harder p r i o r  t o  1953, when t h i s  book was pub1 ished.  
That f a c t  a lone  makes Karen's and her mother's success awe-inspiring. 

LITERATURE FROM PSYCHOLOGY, SOCIOLOGY, AND PHILOSOPHY 

  he f i rs t  two books i n  t h i s  sec t ion  a r e  good enough i n  the portrayal  o f  d i s -  
, a b i l i t y  t o  serve  as primary textbooks. I recomnend them f o r  any bas ic  course  

on d i s a b i l i t y  o r  f o r  anyone who wants a bas ic  understanding o f  t h e  problems 
faced by d i sab led  persons. 

John G l  iedman and Will iam Roth. The Unexpected Minori ty :  Handicapped Chi1 dren 
i n  America. Mew York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1979. $17 95 9 ISBN 0 -15- 
192845-2. LC 79-1823; 

In the U.S. a lone ,  t h e r e  are 10 mi l l ion  ch i ld ren  and 30 mill ion a d u l t s  who 
a r e  d isabled .  In t h e  authors '  opinion,  i t  i s  mainly soc ia l  and a t t i t u d i n a l  
b a r r i e r s  r a t h e r  than physical d i s a b i l i t i ' e s  which handicap these people i n  
soc ie ty .  The authors  c a l l  f o r  extens ive  research i n t o  the  socia l  and emotion- 
a l  needs of d isabled  ch i ld ren ,  point ing o u t  t h a t ,  t o  d a t e ,  most research has 
been based pr imar i ly  on in terviews with d isabled  adu l t s .  In add i t ion ,  they 
argue f o r  t h e  expansion of job oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  t h e  d i sab led ,  demonstrating 
t h e  inadequacy o f  e x i s t i n g  equal employment l e g i s l a t i o n .  

According t o  Gliedman and Roth, t h e  d isabled  a r e  one o f  the  l a r g e s t ,  l e a s t  
vi si b l e  and 1 e a s t  organized minori ty groups primari ly f o r  two reasons -- 
f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  because o f  the  i s o l a t i o n  s o c i e t y  imposes upon them, and secondly, 
because s o c i e t y ' s  negative images of  d i s a b i l i t y  make i t  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  d isabled  
persons t o  i d e n t i f y  a s  disabled.  This  book conta ins  exce l l en t  examples of 
i n t e r a c t i o n s  between disabled  and non-disabled persons, and andlyses o f  these  
i n t e r a c t i o n s  from both perspectives.  I t  i s  the  most concise ,  well-written and 
unemotional explanation of  the  problems o f  d l  sab i l  i t y  t h a t  I have read. 

Bea t r i ce  A.  Wright. Physical Disab i l i ty :  A Psychological Approach. New York: 
Harper & Row, 1960. 408p. $20.95, ISBN 0-06-047240-5. LC 60-5732. 

While some o f  the material  i n  t h i s  book i s  da ted ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  extremely valu- 
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able  i n  analyz ing t h e  psychological problems of  d i s a b i l i t y  from the stand- 
p o i n t s  of  both the d isab led and the non-disabled person. Th is  book was a 
pioneer e f f o r t  i n  the  f i e l d  23 years ago, and there  are s t i l l  very few books 
t o  equal i t  today. While the  book i s  geared p r i m a r i l y  t o  the professional  i n  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  psychology, i t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  everyday language and i s  very 
understandable t o  any 1 ayperson. 

W i l l a r d  Gayl in, I r a  Glasser, Steven Marcus, and David Rothman. Doing Good: 
The- L i m i t s  o f  Benevolence.. Pantheon, 1978. pap. , $4.95, ISBN 0-394-73372-X. 
LC 77-8876. 

Each of  the  co-authors presents a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  phi losophy about d isa-  
b i l  i t y .  The f i n a l  chapter, "Prisoners o f  Benevolence: Power vs. L i b e r t y  i n  
the  Welfare State," by I r a  Glasser, i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Glasser 
views the  whole s o c i a l  benevolence system as based on assumptions o f  the  
c l i e n t s '  needs r a t h e r  than upon t h e i r  r i g h t s  as es tab l ished i n  the  1700s under 
the  B i l l  o f  Rights. Such assumptions have l e d  t o  i n t r u s i o n  i n  the  name o f  
g i v i n g  he lp  i n  ways t h a t  would n o t  normal ly  be t o l e r a t e d  by c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  
country. According t o  Glasser, whenever groups o f  c l i e n t s  attempt t o  asser t  
t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  t h e  persons who as he1 p ing  pro fess iona ls  are  supposed t o  be 
serv ing t h e i r  needs prove t o  be t h e i r  worst and most entrenched foes aga ins t  

, i n s t i t u t i n g  change. Th is  chapter i s  a superb c r i t i c a l  ana lys is  o f  t h e  bene- 
volence and c h a r i t y  o f f e r e d  those considered t o  be dependents o f  t h i s  soc ie ty .  

Michel l e  F ine and Adrian Asch. "Disabled Women : Sexism Without the  Pedestal . " 
Journal o f  Sociology and Socia l  Welfare v.8, no.2, J u l y  1981, pp.233-248. 

Th is  a r t i c l e  i s  one o f  t h e  few I have found i n  t h i s  genre t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
deal w i t h  d isab led wonien and how the problems they face d i f f e r  from those 
confronted by d isab led men. The authors p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  d isabled women are  
members o f  two m i n o r i t i e s  and t h a t  they- are d i sc r im ina ted  aga ins t  on both 
counts. Th is  a r t i c l e  a l so  g ives many references t o  f u r t h e r  ma te r ia l  i n  t h i s  
area. 

CONCLUSION \ 

I hope t h a t  t h i s  paper w i l l  be useful f o r  women's s tud ies  facu l t y  who wish t o  
i n c l u d e  mate r ia l  about d isabled women i n  t h e i r  courses, f o r  those planning 
d i s a b i l i t y  workshops, f o r  those who teach courses on the  problems o f  d i s a b i l i t y ,  
f o r  f a m i l y  members o f  persons w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  and f o r  anyone who wants t o  
1 earn more about the problems and d i sc r im ina t ion  fac ing  persons w i t h  d i s a b i l  i- 
t i e s .  I n  conclusion, l e t  me s t ress  t h a t  t h i s  paper i s  meant t o  present guide- 
l i n e s  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p o s i t i v e  and i n s t r u c t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e  regard ing 
d i s a b i l i t y  i n  general, and d isab led women i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  It i s  n o t  meant t o  
represent  the  d e f i n i t i v e  l i s t  o f  good l i t e r a t u r e  i n  the f i e l d .  

-- Kathleen Hagen 

[Kathleen Hagen has l i v e d  i n  Minneapolis f o r  the past  s i x  years and i s  cu r ren t -  
l y  employed as an i n v e s t i g a t o r  w i t h  the Minnesota Sta te  Department o f  Human 
Rights. For the  past ten years she has p a r t i c i p a t e d  w i t h  o ther  d isab led 
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a c t i v i s t s  f i g h t i n g  f o r  equal oppor tun i t ies  for  the disabled, p a r t i c u l a r l y  for 
d isabled women. An av id  reader, she i s  a founding member of Womyn's B r a i l l e  
Press and i s  i n te res ted  i n  seeing t h a t  pr in t -d isab led women l i k e  herse l f  have 
access t o  femin is t  and lesb ian 1 i t e ra tu re . ]  

"THE PHYSIC IAN ' S HAPID" : WORK CULTURE AND CONFLICT I N  AMERICAN NURSING. 
BY Barbara Melosh. Phi ladelphia:  Temple Un i ve r s i t y  Press, 1982. 625.00, 
ISBN 0-87722-278-9; pap., $9:95, ISBN' 0-87722-290-8. LC 82-10537. 

Barbara Melosh has w r i t t e n  a provocat ive and brave book, and i t  i s  one t h a t  
anyone i n t e res ted  i n  women's work should read ca re fu l l y .  By p u t t i n g  American 
nurs ing h i s t o r y  i n t o  the  framework of l abor  and women's h i s to ry ,  Melosh over- 
tu rns  t r a d i t i o n a l  views o f  nurses and steps courageously i n t o  what w i l l  be an 
important  contemporary controversy. Using her encompassing 1 ens, Melosh 
b a l d l y  s ta tes  t h a t  "nurs ing i s  no t  and cannot be a profession" (p.15). These 
are  f i g h t i n g  words. And they are substant iated we l l  and f o r ce fu l l y  i n  t h i s  
excel1 e n t l y  w r i t t e n  and valuable book. 

Melosh's ana lys is  works because i t  looks a t  nurs ing n o t  from the t r a d i t i o n a l  
, h i s t o r i c a l  perspect ive o f  the  nurs ing  leaders1 p o i n t  o f  view bu t  from t h e  

perspect ive o f  the rank and f i l e  nurses. She explores the d i f f e r e n t  agendas 
of nurs ing leaders and nurses t o  help the  readers understand the tensions o f  
t h e  workplace. For example, i n  the ea r l y  20th century, the e l  i t e  nurses c r i  t- 
i c i z e d  hosp i ta l  apprent ice t r a i n i ng ,  which was most t yp i ca l ,  and worked toward 
inc reas ing  t heo re t i ca l  education i n  col leges o r  un i ve r s i t i e s .  However, many 
nurses supported the hosp i ta l  schools and f e l t  they bene f i t ted  under the  
p a t e r n a l i s t i c  regimens found there. Hospi ta l  school graduates increased from 
over 11,000 i n  1900 t o  over 149,000 20 years l a t e r .  Melosh describes v i v i d l y  
the  wor ld  o f  the hosp i ta l  t r a i ned  nurse, using o ra l  h i s t o r i e s  and novels t o  
uncover t h e  d a i l y  rewards and probl  ems w i t h i n  t h i s  femal e-based occupation. 

Concentrat ing on the cen t ra l  issue of  autonomy, Melosh examines 20th-century 
experiences i n  p r i v a t e  duty, pub l i c  health, and hosp i ta l  nursing. A t  the  
beginning o f  the century most nurses were employed i n  homes ca r ing  f o r  i n d i -  
v idua l  s i c k  people. P r i va te  duty  free-lance nurses were autonomous i n  t h a t  
they could p i ck  and choose which doctors t o  work f o r  and which pa t ien ts  t o  
serve. But they were i s o l a t e d  from other  nurses, caught i n  the  middle of a 
domestic h ierarchy i n  which they had ambiguous status, and dependent on t h e  
physicians f o r  r ece i v i ng  work orders. While some nurses found s a t i s f a c t i o n  
i n  t h i s  work, many o thers  f loundered i n  the i nsecu r i t y  o f  the marketplace and 
the  i s o l a t i o n  on the job. The op t ion  o f  pub l i c  hea l th  work, which was a v a i l -  
ab le  t o  a m ino r i t y  o f  graduate nurses, was more sa t i s f y ing .  Within a pub1 i c  
agency, nurses could work togetherindependentlyof physicians. By 1926 approx- 
ima te ly  o n e - f i f t h  o f  a l l  graduate nurses worked i n  p r i v a t e  and pub l i c  agencies, 
where they achieved an independence n o t  ava i lab le  e l  sewhere i n  the occupational 
offer ings. This avenue eroded f o r  nurses a f t e r  the second wor ld  war, however, 
and w i t h  decreasing opportuni ty ,  these nurses, 1 i ke pr iva te-duty  nurses, 
looked t o  the hosp i t a l  f o r  employment. Melosh analyzes the swi tch from home 
t o  hospi t a l  -based nurs ing dur ing t h e  f i r s t  ha1 f o f  the 20th  century, exp lo r ing  

Page Thir ty-Three 



sens i t i ve l y  the benefi ts o f  hosp i ta l  duty. 

Graduate nurses d i d  no t  want t o  give up the independence of p r i v a t e  duty work 
and accepted hospi ta l  employment re1 uctant ly .  During the l93Os, staff nurses 
f e l  t themsel ves buf fe ted between the t r a d i t i o n a l  paternal ism of the o l d  appren- 
t i c e  system and the developing bureaucracy o f  the new. Despite the problems 
t h a t  hospi ta l  -based nursing held f o r  the nurses, Melosh be1 ieves t h a t  the move 
cons t i tu ted  an improvement i n  working condit ions. The hospi ta l  added secu r i t y  
t o  a j ob  t h a t  had been uncertain; i t  enabled r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of work; and it 
enhanced nursing s k i l l s .  Nurses gained some soc ia l  control  i n  the hospi ta l  
environment, bu t  they also worked hard t o  r e t a i n  some of the freedom they had 
enjoyed e a r l i e r .  They,were acutely aware of t h e i r  place i n  the hospi ta l  h i e r -  
archy, espec ia l ly  v i s  a v i s  male-dominated medicine. I n  the hospi ta ls ,  how- 
ever, nurses achieved middle-management and re1 a t i  vely autonomous pos i t ions.  

Today nurses may f ind i t  hard t o  t h i nk  of hospi ta l  nursing as f u l l  of improved 
oppor tun i t ies .  But judging the nurses' pos i t ion  through an h i s t o r i c a l  1 ens, 
as Melosh does, i t  i s  possible t o  see t ha t  i n  the hospi ta l  s e t t i n g  nurses can 
exercise considerably mare control  over t h e i r  work l i v e s  than they d i d  pre- 
v iously.  On the  wards, they cont ro l  scheduling and rout ines,  and together 
they create a congenial atmosphere. As Melosh wr i tes,  "Relocated from the  

i fr inges t o  the center o f  medical care, nurses gained new r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and 
began t o  demand a concomitant au thor i t y "  (p.194). The po ten t ia l  f o r  developing 
w i t h i n  the hospi ta l  s e t t i n g  a fu tu re  t h a t  nurses cont ro l ,  Melosh be1 ieves, i s  
strong. 

Melosh concludes w i t h  a c l a r i on  c a l l  t o  nurses t o  use h i s t o r i c a l  understanding 
t o  be t t e r  t h e i r  cur rent  working condit ions. By analyzing the h i s t o r i c a l  
apprenticeship cu l t u re  t h a t  s t i  11 pervades the work place and by understanding 
the gender-based funct ions t r a d i t i o n a l  t o  nurses' car ing ro l e ,  modem nurses 
can command t h e i r  own destiny. Op t im is t i ca l l y  viewing current  trends, Melosh 
w r i t es  : 

Nurses today are reclaiming and de f in ing  the strengths o f  t h e i r  
h i s t o r y  as ' the physic ian's hand.' As Yeminists they are re fu t i ng  
the por t raya l  of nurses as incomplete doctors o r  downtrodden 
adjuncts t o  i n s i s t  on t h e i r  extensive and indispensable con t r i -  
but ions t o  the work o f  heal th care. A t  the same time, they con- 
t inue  t o  r e s i s t  the t r a d i t i o n a l  connotations o f  ' the physic ian's 
hand,' w i t h  a l l  i t  has impl ied o f  pass iv i ty ,  self-abnegation, and 
subordination. (p.217) 

Melosh's analyses o f  the importance o f  autonomy to  understanding profession- 
a l ism and the re l a t i onsh ip  o f  gender t o  questions of autonomy i n  the work- 
place, which form the central  core o f  the book, are extremely important t o  
women workers whatever t h e i r  occupation. She concludes t ha t  the h i s t o r i c a l  
subordination o f  women nurses t o  male doctors and the lack o f  autonomy t h a t  
accompanied the  gender subordination meant t h a t  nursing, despi te the 1 eaders' 
contention t o  the contrary, d i d  no t  meet the requirements o f  pro fess ional i -  
zat ion.  Melosh ca r r i es  the analysis i n t o  the future,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  as long 
as gender i nequa l i t i es  def ine work l i f e ,  a woman's occupation cannot be auton- 
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omous enough to  be defined as a profession. 

Melosh's book accomplishes f o r  nursing the arduous task o f  d isentangl ing gen- 
der from other  var iables t h a t  inf luence work s i tuat ions.  Next, we need t o  
look a t  doctors and other heal th  workers and examine, for  example, how women 
a t  d i f fe ren t  pos i t ions i n  the hospi ta l  hierarchy r e l a t e  t o  each other. Then, 
of course, h is to r ians  need t o  do f o r  other occupations what Melosh has done 
for  heal th- re la ted work. We have here an exc i t i ng  and innovat ive approach t o  
h i s to ry  and t o  contemporary studies, one tha t  I hope w i l l  become a model fo r  
future scholarship. 

"The Physician's Hand" should be a model no t  j u s t  because o f  i t s  perspective, 
but  also f o r  i t s  use of diverse source material.  Relying most heavi ly, as 
expected, on nurses' own material from journals, l e t t e r s  t o  the ed i tor ,  and 
personal and pub1 i c  papers, Melosh goes we1 1 beyond expected o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  
sources. Most s ign i  f i  cant1 y and e f f ec t i ve l y ,  she uses o ra l  h i  s to r ies  and 
f i c t i o n  t o  bo ls te r  her argument and t o  establ ish a v i v i d  p o r t r a i t  o f  nurses' 
work cu l ture.  This i s  a book wel l  worth reading f o r  i t s  message; i t  a1 so 
provides an easy and pleasurable reading experience. 

-- Judi th  Walzer L e a v i t t  
.1 

[Jud i th  Walzer L e a v i t t  i s  Associate Professor of the His tory  o f  Medicine, the 
H is to ry  o f  Science, and Women's Studies a t  the Univers i tv  of Wisconsin, 
 adi is on. She i s  the author o f  The Healthiest  City: ~ i l w a u k e e  and the P o l i t i c s  
of  Health Reform and ed i t o r  o f  the forthcoming Women and Health i n  America: 
H i s to r i ca l  Readings. Her research concerns the h i s to ry  o f  c h i l d b i r t h  i n  
Ameri ca. J 

FEMINIST ART HISTORY: A NEW DIRECTION FOR THE EIGHTIES 

Norma Broude and Mary D. Garrard, eds. , -Feminism and A r t  H is tory :  Questioning. 
the Li tany.  New York: Harper & Row, 1982. '358~. black & whi te i l l u s t r a t i o n s  
and index. $28.80, ISBN 0-06-430525; Pap., $15.95, ISBN 0-06-430117-6. LC 

Rozsi ka Parker and Grisel  da Pol 1 ock , 01 d Mistresses: Women, A r t  and Ideol osy. 
New York: Pantheon Books, 1981. 184p. 97 black' and white i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  
b i  b l  iography and index. $19.50, ISBN 0-394-52430-6; pap. , $10.95, ISBN 0-394- 
70814-8. LC 81-48253. 

With the pub l i ca t ion  o f  these two books, feminist a r t  h is to ry  has turned a 
corner. Through successful completion o f  various search and recovery expe- 
d i t i o n s , l  i t  has earned the r i g h t  t o  tu rn  at tent ion t o  the conceptual frame- 
work of a r t  h i s to ry  i t s e l f .  These two books represent d i f ferent  approaches 
t o  the fundamental task of reconstruct ing the assumptions t h a t  have governed 
a r t  h i s t o r i c a l  research. Both approaches are v a l i d  and f r u i t f u l ;  both deserve 
t o  have a formative inf luence on scholarship. My i n t e n t  here i s  t o  c l a r i f y  
t h e i r  differences and ind icate how I think they might be used i n  the under- 
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graduate curricul um. 

Feminism and Art History is  the more conservative of the two books because .the 
editors suggest t h a t  the discipline can be reformed from within. Broude and 
Garrard perform the useful function of drawing together conceptual essays from 
disparate sources.2 Three of the five previously unpubl i shed papers were 
delivered as part of the Women's Caucus for Art session called "Questioning 
the Litany" held a t  the College Art Association meeting in 1978, co-chaired 
by Mary Garrard and H. Diane Russell. Of the seventeen chapters, only five 
concern women artists. The rest deal w i t h  ar t  by "the masters" (all men), 
using feminist t h i n k i n g  t o  expose a variety of art  historical "misconceptions." 

Several of the authors look a t  images of ar t  against a backdrop of the society 
t h a t  spawned them, using art  t o  illuminate history or vice versa. This 
approach i s  particularly evident i n  the early chapters on Egyptian, Roman, 
Greek and medieval art ,  which support the editors' view t h a t  ar t  has often 
functioned as an instrument of sex-role socialization. Other approaches in- 
clude the biographical and psychological, as i n  Linda Nochlin's interpreta- 
t i o n  of a painting by Dante Gabriel Rossetti concerning a "fallen woman." 
Still other essays might be called psychohistory. For example, Carol Duncan 
suggests t h a t  the 20th-century avant-garde preoccupation w i t h  virility and 

, sexual domination represents the fantasies and fears of middle-class men i n  
a rapidly changing world. 

Additional chapters challenge the choices and exclusions made by ar t  history. 
In the most penetrating of these, Svetlana Alpers shows the relationship be- 
tween the art  historical bias against Dutch art  and cultural definitions of 
"femininity." She argues t h a t  Vermeer represents the quintessential "female" 
way of experiencing the world, offering the insight that "modes of making" 
rather t h a n  gender make the difference in evaluations of art. A1 essandra 
Comini questions why Expressionist women artists such as Kollwi t z ,  Modersohn- 
Becker and Munter have been neglected. - Finally, Patricia Mainardi claims 
that quilts made by American women contain a tradi tion sufficiently rich i n  
color, design and cultural si gnificance- t o  be call ed "The Great American Art. 'I 

\ 

To reexperience art  from a feminist perspective, the editors say, i s  t o  d i -  
vorce i t  from the "context of pure, aesthetic and 'universal' values, and t o  
see i t  n o t  as a passive reflector of social history, b u t  as . . . a powerful 
social force" (p.14). They contend that the basic premises of ar t  history 
must be questioned--among these, the assumed importance of individual art is t ic  
innovat ion  and sty1 i s t i  c progression, and the "psychosexual model of heroic 
patricide, the competitive rev01 t of the sons against the fathers" (p .15) .  
Many of the contributors, however, do no t  raise such fundamental questions; 
instead they employ traditional art historical approaches (such as "codico- 
logy," the study of the materials, wri t i n g ,  decoration, patronage and audience 
of medieval books, p.102) t o  answer feminist questions. Garrard calls her 
own method "feminist iconographical analysis" (p.7)--that is ,  the feminist 
consideration of the conventions defining a set of symbolic forms and govern- 
i n g  their interrelationships. The strength of the book lies i n  i t s  demon- 
stration t h a t  such analyses of images can be performed productively in so 
many different arenas of art  hi story. 
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I n  contrast  t o  the co l lected essays o f  Feminism and A r t  History, Parker and 
Pollock provide one sustained theoret ical  essay on the place o f  women's a r t  
i n  a r t  h is to ry .  A1 though not  e n t i r e l y  new, t he i r s  i s  the most complex analy- 
s i s  o f  women's re la t ionship to  a r t  h i s to ry  avai lable t o  date. Old Mistresses 
deals w i th  the f a c t  t ha t  "women's a r t  has occupied a s t ra teg ic  though contra- 
d i c to ry  pos i t ion  i n  the h i s to ry  of a r t ,  always present, always diverse but 
represented i n  a r t  h i s to ry  as always absent o r  forever the same" (p.169). The 
reasons f o r  t h i s  inconsistency, according t o  the authors, 1 i e  i n  the longstan- 
ding tendency t o  stereotype women; i n  the f a c t  t ha t  sex was an important factor 
i n  developing a r t i s t i c  hierarchies; i n  the Romantic equation of " a r t i s t "  w i t h  
male sexuali ty; i n  the male monopoly on de f i n i t i ons  o f  greatness and meaning 
i n  a r t ;  and the continuation o f  "disguised but profound leve ls  o f  constraint ,  
containment and oppression" (p. 134). 

Far from get t ing  s teadi ly  bet ter  since the medieval period, the authors con- 
tend, women's posi t i o n  i n  the a r t  world has sometimes worsened, especial ly 
since the ideological  an t i  thesis between " a r t i s t "  and "woman" became en- 
trenched i n  the 19th century. Nor are the wr i te rs  sanguine about the effects 
of the new feminist a r t  h is tory .  On the one hand, they fe r tha t  a r t  by 
women w i l l  merely be submerged i n  t rad i t i ona l  a r t  h ~ s t o r y . ~  On the other 
hand, they worry t ha t  feminists may merely subst i tu te  one set  of damaging 

, stereotypes for  another. 

I n  chapter 4, Parker and Pollock o f f e r  a theoret ical  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for the 
reconstruct ion o f  a r t  h i s to ry  recommended by both books, wr i t ing,  " A r t  i s  one 
of the cu l tu ra l ,  ideological  pract ices which cons t i tu te  the discourse of a 
social  system and i t s  mechanisms o f  power" (p. 115). Whoever controls t h a t  
discourse controls other aspects o f  the world as we1 1. For example, when 
women were prevented from studying the nude model, they were deprived not only 
of the means by which t o  establ ish t h e i r  greatness, but also o f  the "power t o  
give meanings of t h e i r  own t o  themselves and t h e i r  cu l ture"  (p.115). After 
t ha t  time, Woman was ever present i n  a r t  as body, while the absent Man (as 
John Berger has argued i n  Wa s o f  Seein contro l led the language o f  i n t e r -  
pretat ion. Parker and Pol rh i7d oc t i n  t a t  recent feminist a r t i s t s  such as 
Suzanne Santoro o r  Judy Chicago who explore Yemale sexual i ty  as a means o f  
reassert ing feminine meanings f o r  the female body are "dangerously open t o  
misunderstanding" i n  tha t  they do not challenge the equation o f  women w i th  
nature o r  w i th  biology. A more promising approach, they believe, i s  evident 
i n  psycho-analytic c r i t i ques  tha t  show the fears behind the male's attachment 
t o  the female body. 

The f i n a l  chapter examines works by successful women i n  several avant-garde 
t rad i t i ons  to  c l a r i f y  the authors' po in t  tha t  opportunit ies f o r  women i n  the 
20th century are s t i l l  1 i m i  ted by ever more subtle forms o f  oppression, par- 
t i c u l a r l y  i n  the "condit ions o f  reception" (p.134). I n  response t o  questions 
about whether women should seek t o  gain access t o  the establishment o r  focus 
t h e i r  energies on creat ing a l te rna t ive  spaces to  exhibi t ,  they rep ly  tha t  
both strategies are necessary but insuf f ic ient .  Only when women's a r t  ceases 
t o  function as a reinforcement t o  masculine supremacy, they imply, w i l l  i t  
occupy the place i t  deserves i n  a r t  h is tory .  
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Parker and pollock are less inclined t h a n  Broude and Garrard t o  believe t h a t  
a r t  history can be revised from within using traditional practices t o  expose 
mistaken value judgements and t o  uncover hidden actors among those who have 
been excluded. Their vision of  the problem requires a more radical solution 
t h a n  "feminist iconographical analysis," a1 though they do their share of this. 
Seeing no possibility w i t h i n  the present organization of sexual difference for 
asserting positive a1 ternative meanings for women (p. W) ,  they embark on a 
program of deconstructing the systems whereby women have been assigned, and 
have often accepted, meaning as the "other." 

The arguments of these British ar t  historians are forcefully and convincingly 
made, b u t  no t  everyone will share their pessimism about  the ability of women 
art is ts  t o  affect our  symbolic code. They do not  consider, for example, the 
impact of feminist ar t is ts  like Miriam Schapiro and feminist concepts such 
as "femnage" i n  their assessment of the conditions of production and reception 
in the contemporary a r t  world.4 Their fear of t r a p p i n g  women in stereotypes 
sometimes prevents them from seeing what i s  there, as when they deny Helen 
Frankenthaler's attraction to  nature, claiming t h a t  her process of p a i n t i n g  
i s  purely intell ectual --as if nature and mind were indeed irreconci 1 abl e 
opposites. The fundamental question t h a t  remains unconvincingly resolved 
here, as elsewhere, i s  whether o r  no t  social conditioning has indeed affected 
even the structures of the unconscious i n  women so t h a t  women have no hope of 
providing a1 ternative cultural meanings (pp.132-3). 

These are impressive and ambitious books t h a t  establish a h i g h  standard for  
new scholarship. Feminism and Art History should find i t s  way easily into 
traditional a r t  history classes as a supplemental text; i t s  effect should be 
t o  en1 iven the interpretation of images in ar t  and t o  enrich students' sense 
of the connections between ar t  and l i fe .  My only reservation about  i t s  use 
i n  such contexts i s  t h a t  i t  does not contain enough essays on a r t  by women. 
Old Mistresses seems most likely t o  be effective i n  Women's Studies programs, 
or in courses on the sociology of a r t  or the problems of aesthetic evaluation 
where i t s  Marxist underpinnings will be familiar. In the best of all possible 
worlds, however, I would recomnent thatold Mistresses also be used in 
traditional courses to  provide a more strenuous critique of the discipline. 

--Estella Lauter 

[Estella Lauter i s  Associate Professor of Literature and Language and 
Communication and the Arts a t  UW-Green Bay, where she has t augh t  courses on 
women in literature and the arts since 1972. She is  co-founder of the Special 
Collection on Wisconsin Women Artists a t  UW-Milwaukee. Her book, Women as 
Mythmakers, is scheduled for pub1 ication in 1984 by Indiana University Press .] 

NOTES - 
1. The publication of Charlotte S .  Rubinstein's American Women Artists: From 
Early Indian Times to  the Present (bston: G.K.   all, 1982) and Claire Richter 
Sherman's Women as Interpreters of the Visual Arts (kstport ,  CT: Greenwood 
Press, 1981) would seem t o  complete, a t  least in outline form, the basic 
informational imp1 use of the 1970s. 
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