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Dug up old people from 60s …
SB: Continually get requests from people who want to know about the history of the garden, someone must have found something.  

This will be coming back so you have it.

SB: So you are talking to one of the first gardeners, travel to find him?

Nope, in old newsletters, phone conversation.

What is the garden like?

SB: I guess two things.  The garden is a source of food, and the garden is an opportunity and a challenge to create order in chaos,.  It is a constant battle against the chaotic side of nature to try to get what you want to grow.  And that is something I really enjoy about it, planning where things grow, how to rotate the crops, and then the taking what’s just a square and making it into something productive.

How did you find out about them?

SB: We live in Eagle Heights, I don’t remember how we first heard about it.  Multiple opportunities to hear about.  But interestingly enough, until we applied for a plot and got a plot, I had no idea they were there.  I knew they were somewhere around there, but I had never seen the gardens even though I rode past there every day.  Those trees are just enough of a screen. Now with the gate its probably a bit more obvious. There was a sign, but I don’t know.

Did you get a plot the first summer, how long?

SB: For five years, this is my fifth year.  Yes, I got a plot.  There was not a, moved in in august then I got a plot the next, the following year. Yeah I  got my application in on time, so.  It remains true to this day that as a student or resident if you get your  application in on time, even at that time there was less pressure.  I mean I think things were full.

How long have they been overfull?

SB: I only know about the last few years, and it has gone up and down.  There’s been a small upwards trend, there’s never been as long a waiting list as this year that I know of, at least in recent memory.  Four years ago, they were full, there was a small waiting list.  3 years ago we did not have enough gardeners, 2 years ago we had a small waiting list, this year there is a large waiting list. Between the 4 years ago and the 3 years ago, what probably affected that is plots were lost and then we added new plots,. Not quite as many but almost as many, along the north border there.  Even though there was a net loss in plots, allocations were down quite a bit and that could have been random variation.  I suspect that a number of people who lost there plots did not reapply for another plot.  There were these new plots put in.
The finger plots were lost in 2004?5?

SB: This is 2009, this is our third year with those new plots, so 2007, I think we had them in 2006, I’m not positive about that.


When did you become chair, and did the finger plot related?

SB: I became chair, it was that year, three years ago, 2007.  Prior to the 2007 growing season, could have been 2006 winter.  I became chair because the former chair graduated the rule has been, still is, that the chair has to be a student, and I was the only student on the committee at the time.  Becoming chair was not a big deal.  I started coming to meetings because of the finger plots [6:46].  I had heard that  plots were going to be lots, which was something that was decided even a couple years before that. It was a long time.  I came to meetings in part to like, what’s with this and what can we do about it?  The answer was nothing, its been a long time decided, though we did manage, and not through any efforts of mine, but it was managed that year to get them to add those rows to the north that compensated for the loss of the finger plots. But that was why I came, what’s this about the finger plots?  I was also just curious about things around the garden.  What was this pile of dirt, weeds slash dirt, what happened to that every year? Nothing, was the answer to that.  Which we then more or less dealt with a few years ago, although it builds up again.  But there was decade’s worth of leaves that had turned into dirt there, that was not very good dirt for using in the gardens because it was too full of weed seed.  I also sort of, the first autumn after getting a plot, the first spring there were some leaves but not very many, they were gone like that. So that autumn I collected my own leaves around, I had this appreciation for wonderful leaves, and then they started delivering them and we had enough.  Since then, we used to only get leaves from grounds and now we get leaves from Shorewood, and now we get plenty of leaves, but I remember when leaves were this precious resource scavenged myself.  

Where did you keep them?

SB: I used them, we used probably half our own leaves and half delivered. And I kind of, we started collecting leaves before they were delivered, and even then there were a fair amount delivered in the fall just not enough to really last until spring.  So they started bringing truckloads.

When did the association with Shorewood start?

SB: That was then, I remember that. Its gone through a couple of phases.  First of all, first they started delivering leaves.  I think that started around the time I was on the committee, probably fall 2006.  And then I think it was, yeah, that’s right, then fall 2008 they watned to do something more.  Fall 2008 was when we were thinking about the weed pile, what are we going to do about the weed pile?  And Chris Haskett was, had become a garden worker at the time, he was very interested in composting, then hired as a garden worker.  And he needed basically big equipment help to make the compost work.  Shorewood, I don’t know who he talked to, but he got in touch with Denny Lybeck at Shorewoord. So how it first started, I don’t now, but then, Chris and Denny were talking, Denny was also interested in delivering greens throughout, and helping to compost them there, because basically they didn’t have a place to compost, we had this site here.  The deal was they would bring in greens as well as leaves and also use our weeds and help us with the compost.  It never, it has not yet quite worked out that way.  Denny got in a car accident that winter, and so was not able to do what he wanted to do, he eventually recovered pretty well.  And then there was this, from my point of view, because we had had a meeting with the garden oversight committee, laid out this, whatever, and then it didn’t, it was like a year later, they’ve delivered a lot of leaves, I don’t know that they’ve delivered any greens, they’ve accidentally delivered woodchips although they dealt with that.  They’ve done some turning piles and composting, not enough from our point of view, not having the compost working. Not much delivered.  Helps them because not far away, but probably helps us more than them.  The GOC said well, they’re doing something.  So its been good, productive, and good in general sense because not having to use the gas to get all the way to the other end of town.
Do they bring dirt too?

SB: Well the dirt there is stuff that has composted. In fact, a lot of dirt was taken out last year, what are we going to do with this dirt? Pay to haul it away. And they did help us load the dirt because they want that space.


So 

SB: That dirt pile, compost, has been a big concern of the committee for the past few years.

What has been the hardest thing about being garden chair?

SB: I am also glad I’m done. The hardest thing is that in this last year there have erupted a couple of personality conflicts, mostly over the email list.  A few, only a few, but it doesn’t take many angry emails to, then trying, trying to manage that has been very draining and not a lot of fun. One of the parties, that lost their temper more, removed themselves.  But it was unfortunate.  So its somewhat better now, but earlier this year, the committee was contentious.  Mostly over email.  There were some contentious issues, the multiple plot issue, but then there were some contentious personal interactions. [14:38].  And that was maybe a year or so.  The other thing that was hard was when I first started, there was a problem were we had just hired a registrar, we had a new registrar and committee chair right at the same time, so we were all sort of new.  She and I had some misunderstandings right off, and then she ended up not doing her job. She had gotten another job, and then she had some crises in her life as well, so she didn’t have time and didn’t end up doing the work there, in early spring all of the applications are coming in, nobody was handling them.  And of course I was new at this, we scrambled to be like what’s going on? And she stepped down, then we hired Natalie and caught up at the backlog.  And apartment services helped us some with the money.  They were, and actually still are, registrar deal with all the checks.  They usually grab the check.
Is the gardens bank account under apartment services?

I have attempted to stay fairly uninvolved in the financial things. Its difficult because its sort of through apartment services, and they delay, which is kind of unfortunate because we got overcharged by the portapotty company.  So we went with the university contractor, or at elast the housing contractor, have for a couple of years.  Last year there was some sort of error that was never quiet tracked down, we got build exorbitant amounts.  The best guess that I’ve heard from someone in housing, is that somehow the contract the monthly rate became the weekly rate. 

So four times the amount?

SB: It became all told, $6,000 for this summer.  Which of course made a huge dent in our otherwise rosy budget picture. I didn’t really realize this until the end of the summer when we got numbers in.  And if I had been watching things more closely, but you don’t get statements until months later, but if I had been watching. It was when we were planning next years budget, and asked if too much?  And they were overcharged as well for theirs.  But as far as I know, nothing can be done about it, just somehow the rate was much much higher than in previous years.  Expensive last year because of equipment breakdowns and doing things that we wanted to do like the fruit trees. But then, actually, where all our money went was the portapotty.  That’s about half our budget.  

What is the whole budget, I need to interview Gretel and Natalie

SB: I can email you those documents. About 12 thousand, 

That’s from plot fees?

SB: Not that we have, at this point, that much in a bank account.  I don’t think that interest, you can preserve that much.  We’re actually not, its complicated.  I’ve sometimes heard we are not supposed to keep a balance from year to year.  I’ve also heard somewhere more recently, no that’s OK, for specific projects.  I know that a few years before I started, the gardens had a significant, 20000 or so, were told they needed to spend it soon or it might be taken away from the university.  That was when we bought the tiller, I think that was that was about. Which has been a popular investment.  There is some opposition to it, but not that much.  A lot of people seem to appreciate it, though question how good it is for the soil or for the weeds.

What have you enjoyed most?

SB: Well, I think being able to, there’s a few things.  I enjoyed being on the committee in terms of being able to contribute to the gardens, and there are places I know we’ve made real progress.  The weed juries is one of them, that’s just 

When?

SB: That was the first year I was on the committee, the first year also about the first year will is on the committee and robin joined within that year as well.  The weed jury was Wills idea, who pushed it.  That was what we debated about that first winter. I was skeptical, it seemed heavy handed to me, you know, we came to an agreement about it, and it has been very successful, and we’ve revised it a bit each year.  So we’ve done a much better job at keeping the you know, basically weedy plots under control and helping to turn over abandoned plots. We took care of the enormous dirt pile although the composting is not where is should be. We have leaves now, which is a real plus.  I also think our policies are clearer than they used to be, I suppose that always happens, as things come up and need to be clarified [22:40].  I’ll say that we also have a larger garden committee and more participation than we used to.  We’re using the forum now and stuff like that.  We have someone who is very good and helpful at putting it together.  David Deal is his name, I don’t think that he has a garden any more. So I feel real progress has been made. I also feel that I have learned a lot about you know, leading a group and moderating.  I’ve also learned a lot, because one of the things I do is sit on the GOC, I’ve learned a lot about university bureaucracy, and how these sorts of things work, and whatever, and that’s been informative and will probably be useful.  

How do you see the GOC and the ways that the gardens fits into the lands around it?


SB: We also wrote a mission statement, its down on the lower right.

[ed: “Our Purpose

The University Apartments Community Gardens are an opportunity for the UW Madison community and area residents to enjoy nature, build community, learn about gardening, and feed their families. Specifically our purposes are:

1. Nutritional – The gardens are an important source of fresh produce for many students and their families

2. Recreational – The gardens are an opportunity for many people to enjoy nature and interact with the earth.

3. Educational – We help our gardeners learn about the natural world, new gardening techniques, and ways to garden in an organic or environmentally friendly manner.

4. Community building – The gardens are a place where students, university and community members from diverse age groups and cultural backgrounds can interact, learn from each other, and share in the creation of an aesthetically pleasing and environmentally friendly space.

These purposes are an outgrowth of the broader goals of the Lakeshore Nature Preserve, of which the gardens are a part, and its mission to "shelter biologically significant plant and animal communities for teaching, research, outreach, and environmentally sensitive use, and safeguard beloved cultural landscapes."]
You wrote it, approved by the committee and oversight committee? Would you tell me more about the relationship?

SB: The GOC, as I understand it, was put into effect less than 10 years ago, more than 3 or 4, but less than 10.  Largely because as I understand it, this large pool of money had been built up, and people are like the gardeners have all this money and so the other thing that happened at that time, was there was this power plant built, and so the FH king gardens and CALS were moved up there, so the gardens lost space, so there was rearrangement of space up there, and it was also in that process the decision to lose the finger plots.  So I think the GOC was involved in that phase.  Basically there was some question I guess, between gardeners and money and then also some of the land being from the gardens. It began to be asked why do the gardens exist? Does the university care if the gardens exist, what is this fore, how much priority do we give them? This was then resolved by the chancellor, then chancellor Wiley, that I have a copy of it, probably around, that said he saw value in the gardens and should exist, guidelines that should primarily serve students, eagle heights residents, basically a page and a half letter.  That same letter, or else one that come right on its heels, also established the garden oversight committee.  My understanding was that the university discovered that there were these gardens, and were like oh really? And whose running these anyways, and whose running these, and what the heck? There was sort of advocacy for the gardens as well, the result was this letter from the chancellor that established these gardens, and established the garden oversight committee. So the GOC has two roles.  One is basically make sure we are in compliance with the university and preserve policies.  That is the role the gardeners are more familiar with, as every so often we say, well the GOC said that we cant do this.  And they do really play that role.
Could you give an example? 

SB: Well, for example when we were talking about.  Yeah, a few.  There have been a couple proposals to make bee hives in the gardens, that is something that the GOC was unsure about, needed to sign off on and didn’t/  We were talking about allowing a couple drive in days a year, they didn’t say absolutely not, but they were hesitant. Where they have stepped in a couple times was in terms of priority, priority goes to students and residents.  Where the garden committee tends to feel that priority should go to returning gardeners because that is what is good for the gardens, to have continuity, returning gardeners.  Not disagreement, but tension.  We actually have them both as priorities.  As long as there is no real crunch than it is not a problem.  There was something of a crunch this year, and it could be a problem in the future.  Basically, financial issues, they have to approve our budget.  And they try to let us run our own affairs as much as possible.  Oh, that s another place that they stepped in, they stepped in when we were having budget discussions last year and said the budget should be calculated so that if everyone paid at the lowest rate, the student rate, we would have enough money to cover expenses.  Because realistically, a third of the gardeners are community members.  Also we always have some gardeners not actually [inaudible] not quite sure how much. So that has been something that the GOC said this is how this is done.  Money, anything to do with the money, and basically land use.
Everything in the garden.

SB: Yeah, something’s.  If people were to drive cars in, when we planted apple trees they weren’t opposed to it but that is something they had to approve. Mostly as far as policies, its not as much.  So that is one thing the GOC does. The other thing that I didn’t realize until I started attending oversight meetings, although now people realize because I have made an effort to emphasize this at the meetings, is that there’s a lot of resources that the university provides for the gardens and the GOC is the gateway.  A lot of times we’re having some problem, and they’ll say I know this person in whatever who can maybe do that for you sometimes you might get charged, sometimes you might not.  A clear example is we have 4 hours a month, a small but significant number of hours from the apartments services ground crew.  Mostly we have it to help us manage weed piles with the bobcat because we can’t, we don’t have that sort of equipment and stuff like that.  They provide also, when I was saying we had that problem with the registrar, the role wasn’t being fulfilled, and we had the applications piling up, the apartment services said we’ll at least deal with the checks.  At the GOC meeting we had this problem, figured out what we would do about it. And of course they, the hiring has to go officially through them. We  make all the decisions, I don’t know that they review them that much, but they have to do the official hiring.  The GOC is basically apartment services, CALS, grounds, and the preserve.  We get help from grounds every so often, they’ll haul something for us. Or one of the people who is on the committee, he has a few times for us, when we used the brush cutter to mow around the perimeter, he went down and did it, also cleared a bunch of stumps for us.

So how do you feel sitting, as a member of the garden committee?

SB: Well I feel like, 

You’re a non-voting member?

SB: No, that’s not true, things are done by consensus.  If any member, or at least a couple members weren’t OK, it would not happen.  I don’t know how it all exactly breaks down, I feel like Natalie and I have as much of a say as anyone else.  Anyone can come, occasionally one of the garden workers has come [33:42], but Natalie and I are expected to come.  The registrar and the president are expected.  I feel like we have as much say, in some cases more say.  The idea of it is that not every single person, people represent different interests and different backgrounds, they represent different parts of the university.  So there are different things that people are interested in, or have input about, or know something about, and there are certain things that the registrar and I know something about.  It is a collegial atmosphere, when there has been tension it hasn’t involved the gardens that much.  The GOC oversees more than the eagle heights gardens. Specifically the FH King gardens because they’re right there, and the CALS plots that are right there.  There were some water drainage issues with the CALS plots that were kind of contentious, about who was going to pay for the remediation and stuff. But even that , it was not a big hoopla. 
But the garden oversight committee was not established to oversee those plots.

SB: Well FH King and CALS were not up there until about the time, part of same, same transition when all that happened.  Because they used to be down where to cogen plant is now.

When you said you like understanding the bureaucracy, what were you thinking about?

SB: One thing was how the budgets were done, how fuzzy it was.  The expenses and income were supposed to be equal, but you don’t know how much you are going to spend on supplies. I was amazed at how fuzzy it was … well, lets put in that for capital, that for investments. Well also for example how immensely risk averse the university is.  IF anything comes up that someone might possibly possibly get injured some chance, its a big big deal and no way that’s going to happen.  Like the beehives, [stinging] that’s the danger.  One person on the committee is allergic to bees, says its not a problem if you are careful.  But people are like I don’t think risk management is going to go with it.  Actually just this last time, FH King did get approval to put a beehive up.  Maybe people kept asking, finally said OK.  Yeah out in the east savannah, past the old orchard that way.

Do you feel that the people on the committee see the gardens as a part of the preserve, or something different?

SB: I think that’s complicated.  First of all, only a couple of people on the GOC are from the preserve point of view.  There’s also from grounds, apartment services.  I think the people from apartments see the gardens as part of the apartments.  Because probably at least half of the gardeners are eagle heights residents.  And I mean that in a good way, they see that as something, they have a lot of investment in making sure the gardens run well because they have a lot of residents that care a lot about that, they have a lot of residents that get a lot of, they get flack from residents if things aren’t going well with the gardens.  So I sort of think they see the gardens as sort of, with some validity, as an extension of the apartments.  I think the person from the preserve definitely sees the gardens as part of the preserve and a valuable part of that.  I think there are some people who do not see the gardens as a valuable part of the preserve but they are not on the GOC and I don’t know exactly who they are. I think there are people on the preserve committee that are more prairie or more whatever and less gardens. But the conversation definitely changes.  I mean, perhaps the people who are least invested would be the people from grounds but they are also very helpful.  And everyone appreciates the gardens, puts in a lot of effort to make sure things do run well with them.  One thing that’s nice is we do two walks in the gardens.  Not only because people get to see and talk about, and get to see how much nicer the gardens look this year than last year, and feel like they’ve participated.  Some people, like the preserve manager, are up there more often than that [40:06]. Some of them are probably not, so I think that is helpful in that way.
Cathie definitely likes it up there.  Do you, have you talked to gardeners, do you think they see the gardens as part of the preserve or apartments?


SB: Good question. I have not talked to that many people.  I would suspect that the gardeners do not think of the gardens as part of the preserve.  Maybe as part of the apartments, for those people who are residents, or just as the gardens.

That’s the feeling that I’ve gotten. 

SB: Honestly myself, I don’t  think of the gardens as part of the preserve, I do probably more so than before I got involved.


Do you use the rest of the preserve? 

SB: The parts up by eagle heights, walking and stuff, I used to more before we had a child, before I was quite so busy.  And the gardens are very different than the rest of the preserve.  I don’t myself really think of it as part of the preserve.  And maybe as part of the apartments, but I just think of them as the gardens.  

Definitely a different place.

SB: Yeah, and there has definitely in the past, land is limited, there has been conflict and tension over whether gardens are the best use rather than other things [41:54].  Like I said, that I mostly know about second hand.  Particularly from people on the GOC, Cathie is very much pro-gardens and very much likes the gardens, very supportive.  But yeah, she at the same time when the idea comes up could we expand the gardens, no, that’s prairie land.

She has a difficult task in balancing. We don’t pay rent?

SB: Who’s we?  The garden committee pay the university or something? No, we are part of the university [42:48].

We used to pay rent.

SB: Really? Out of plot fees? I had no idea.  I wonder when that, I’m very curious when you find that out.

It used to be rented land, directly to the College of Ag, hay fields only give up land if we paid them for their loss.  So the gardens always had an odd place as where it fits into the university.

SB: And I think now, by any official sense, its very much part of the university.  And I think that people have that sense as well.

But it has changed over time, I need to figure that out.  How were plots turned over before weed jury?

SB: I don’t think there was a systematic way.  I think if someone emailed the registrar and said hey, I’m away, I don’t need my plot any more, I am sure that it would have been turned over assuming there was someone on the waiting list.  Remember, we didn’t have such along waiting list.  But I don’t think there was any sort of finding out who’d abandoned their plots until the weed juries came.  In fact, I’ve been told by people who’ve gardened there 20 years that there used to be huge numbers of abandoned plots every summer.
Hard to keep up a garden.

SB: And people leave too, and sometimes you have more on your mind than letting people know that you are going away. So I think that has been one of the major improvements in the gardens over the past few years.  And one of the reasons the gardens philosophy and things were moved, because there was a feeling, and probably and accurate feeling that the gardens were not being used adequately.  There were both at that time with people with many more plots, four over five plots, and there were plots that were just sitting fallow, less demand in plots.  So we definitely have a lot more gardeners than we used to.  Even looking in the past few years we’ve had a few more each year.  We don’t have the numbers unfortunately, but I think looking back 10 years or something we have a lot more gardeners than we did at that time, even though we have some plots.

Why do you think more people want a garden?

SB: Population growth.  There might be cultural changes too, I don’t know, but Madison is a growing area.  Its also kind of, a certain segment of the gardening population turns over quickly, students.  A certain segment are community members who are there for a long time.  Then a segment started out as students and then come back as staff and keep their garden. The largest growing category, it particularly happened one year, the largest growing category was faculty and staff.  Peoples whose status changes.

A lot of people do go from student to fac/staff.

SB: So that is part of the increased numbers, but that does not change, I mean it would explain 5 or 10 years, but not however large period. The university itself must have grown as well.  And whether our growth parallels that or is something else, I don’t know.

Favorite gardening memory, just as a gardener in that plot?

SB: I have [been in the same plot].  Well I told you about getting the leaves that first fall. Its been very satisfying having the plot, not having done much before, my parents did a little. But learning how to grow something like beans that I hadn’t done before.  It was satisfying to learn how to grow different things, get advice and stuff. I didn’t know how to grow garlic the first few years, it took me a while of asking and trying it out.  So I think what was most satisfying of all was about a year ago when I first had really goo garlic harvest, and it lasted all the way through the winter and stuff like that.  That was a long time coming.

Nice,

SB: Yeah.  

Your garlic is delicious, I am going to plant some. Oh, but I’ve been eating it.

SB: That garlic is all descended from a garlic that was growing in that plot when I first got it.  You know I bought some at Youngs, some at the grocery store, I got some from my dad, but that was the stuff I liked best.

The mystery eagle heights garlic, maybe its adapted.

SB: I doubt that, but you never know.

Anything you thought I might ask you that I haven’t?

SB: That’s an interesting question.  I’ll have to remember that.  I guess I didn’t really know exactly what the focus of your study was.  The one time I was interviewed before a few years ago, the person was focused on perceptions of gardening, and perceptions of perceptions of gardeners, which was very odd because she would ask you if someone looks down on you because you are gardening, and we were all like what the heck?  Except this one person that had this complex almost that people thought gardens were messy, it wasn’t at eagle heights, it was at another small community garden, and it was like her parents didn’t approve or something, but it was really weird.

Crazy.  I admit that I am usually dirty, but I don’t think anyone looks down at me.

SB: I don’t know how much of it was in her mind, because one of the things was that she was on land that was from a little church somewhere, and she was worried that they thought the gardens were too messy, and I asked her, you know, have they complained?  Well no, it was just kind of in her head that people didn’t like garden.s  Which gardens do look messy the end of the season when they are still quite productive. So I don’t know if I expected you to ask those questions, but those are questions I’ve been asked.  Then she asked why you value the garden, those sorst of questions. 

I thi9nk you answered that, at the beginning.

SB: Yeah, just in a different way.  Its always a nice, I guess another memory  or activity, its always really nice sometime in the, like February, making a little map, planning where to plant your garden.  Adrienne and I will get together and do that, get out past years maps and remember where things are planted so we can do the rotations you know its  a little sort of, to get everything rotated right it’s a bit of a trick so that’s kind of fun, and about like, where the soils better and where its not. Because there is a real gradient in our garden, I don’t know if it is true in yours, but the corner where our raspberry is real clayey soil, and the opposite corner is very fine soil, basically a gradient.  I think it has to do with the slope, that side is basically dug more into the hill.  It’s a little bit better, because I put carrots there last year and when I put in carrots I put in peat moss so that really helped, but still I think it will probably always be that that corner is not as good as the other because it is dug into the hill a bit more.
Do you have any questions for me?

SB: The focus of the study, it seems there is a large historical focus.. Interested because I am a gardener, interested in landscapes, human-environment interactions as well as food systems, where food comes from, how people interact with.

SB: Do you know the person, also doing gardens, actual food production, estimating productivity from satellite photos [Vince Smith].  Clearly had funding, on a different level.  Interested in the gardens as food production. That is what they primarily get out of the gardens.  And we talked about this a little bit when we drafted the mission statement. [56:04] Was interested in how heritage crops move around the country.

SB: What’s been your best source for history? 

People, aerial photos, newsletter.

1962 wasn’t right, what tipped you off?

Newsletter – 1961 already talking about the gardens.  

SB: Changes in location?  

Used to be, there were only a few hundreds of the apartments, the drive goes up and loops around, 700s [ed: incorrect, north of 300s]. North of Uhouses, now 900s.

Until the whole GOC thing, they were two separate gardens.

Continued with history -dead zones, same size?

SB: One thing I can tell you, most of the irrigation is metal, some in the finger plots is part plastc [1:03:08] Maybe that’s because they replaced it at some point.

Boundaries and categories are negotiated in this space – gardens, communities, plot

SB: Very different opinions on the communal nature of it, or what not, as it was at some level people put up fences.  I suppose you weren’t there a year ago for the debate about fencers.  Well, fences are, there’s some, small problem with mowing as hard to mow along and collect weeds.  There’s also peoples point of view, kind of a , unsightly, some people found them unsightly, and also for me, a community garden shouldn’t have fences, its contrary to the spirit of it.  Other people say, a community garden is a place where you can do whatever you want, you can put up a fence if you want to put up a fence.  So there was a lot of debate, we eventually decided not to, fences were technically not allowed but that rule had not been enforced.  Part of my concern was that we should not have rules that aren’t enforced. You know we should either enforce it or change the rule.  We ended up changing the rule to say that fences are discouraged.  The other thing we did for the first time this year and I don’t know that we will continue doing it, those plots that turned over this spring that had fences, we took the fences down.  I actually led that to get rid of the fences.  But there were definitely heated passions, what does it mean to be a community garden?  

So there are those social aspects of boundaries, and then ecological, weed problems.


SB: Which is both social and ecological.

Yeah, what is a weed?

SB: As an example, one of the people who is very opposed to the weedy plot policy was so partially on cultural grounds, he said not every culture weeds, and we don’t have any right to make that our standard.  He had a neighbor from India who did not weed.  Came, planted some tomato plants, more or less ignored his garden, came back and harvested his tomatoes, and did fairly well.  But only gardened one year, he’d gotten a weedy plot notice and was offended by that and did not come back.  Yeah, its really too bad you weren’t a part of the committee for the past year you would have your research done.

SB: I can forward you tons of emails, I have them all, you would have to sift through them, that really touch on what is the community, etc.  No problem, all things that went out over the committee list so they weren’t personal or private.

And then you have Canada thistle which is a weed that spreads through its root system so it easily gets from one plot to another so it really isn’t an individual issue even if gardeners wanted to just manage their own plot. Then temporal boundaries – perennial plants, etc.

SB: Yeah, that is a lot of interesting things there.  And a lot of historical information somewhere too, if it has been gathered together, I don’t know where that repository is. One person to talk to, the former registrar Rebecca, she weighs in once a year or so.  She would know about the GOC, etc. The other person who also knows about that is Mary Beth.
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