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Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:04	JS was born on June 15, 1903, in a rural area of Kentucky near Lexington.  JS reports that his father was seventy-five years old when JS was born and JS's mother was thirty-eight years old.  His father died in 1911, leaving JS $1500 to pay for JS's high school and college education.  JS graduated with honors from the Carlisle High School in 1922 and entered Transylvania College in the fall of that year on a scholarship.  He graduated from Transylvania after three years by earning extra course credits during summer sessions at the University of Kentucky.  He majored in history and English.

00:01:48	JS became acquainted with a textbook in American Government written by Professors Ogg and Ray of the UW while taking a political science class in Kentucky.  He reports that this was a factor in leading him to go to the UW.

00:02:03	JS talks about another factor which affected his decision to attend the UW that is related to Robert LaFollette.  JS says that his father was a Whig during the Civil War and a Republican after the war.  In addition, JS's uncle fought on the side of the union during the Civil War.  Therefore, JS explains, he grew up in a strongly Republican family; but he lived in a predominantly democratic community.  He reports that he was often taunted by other students while in secondary school because of his family's political orientation.  After entering college, he says, he became disillusioned with the Republican Party during the presidencies of Warren Harding and Calvin Coolidge.  He turned to Robert LaFollette, he says, because he saw LaFollette as a progressive leader, and voted for him in 1924.

00:03:29	JS reports that he taught high school in Kentucky during the 1925-26 school year.  In June of 1926, he traveled to Madison by train and found a room in a boarding house.  He began attending the university the next day.

00:04:38	JS reports that his first course in world politics was a course in international relations taught by Walter Rice Sharp, a veteran of World War I.  He reports that he took this course during a period of "disillusionment" concerning the participation of the United States in World War I.  JS recounts that Professor Sharp expressed his certainty that the United States would not enter another war.

00:06:04	Another course in international relations, he says, was an American foreign policy course taught by Pitman B. Potter.  JS describes Potter as one of the best seminar teachers in the country.  He comments on this seminar.

00:06:48	JS comments on South Hall.  He mentions a class he took in political theory taught by Alan Saunders.  He talks about Glenn Frank's opening address to the summer school students in 1926 after having been elected president of the university.  He talks about Frank's oratorical ability.

00:08:44	Summer school lasted six weeks, he reports.  That fall, he took courses in international law and constitutional law through correspondence, taking the exams for these courses in the summer of 1927.  In 1927, JS had his first course with Professor Joseph P. Harris, a seminar in political parties.  JS talks about the work he did for this course.  JS says that Graham Wallace's book, Human Nature and Politics, is the most significant book in the field of public opinion ever published.

00:11:34	As a part of his course, JS studied the mayor's race in Chicago, in which "Big Bill" Thompson was running for reelection.  This study served as a model, he says, for his master’s thesis work on the governor's election of 1927 in Kentucky.  He talks about his thesis research.  He presented his thesis in 1928 to earn his master’s degree.

00:15:45	JS mentions the Experimental College and Professor John M. Gaus.

00:17:25	In 1927, JS says, he had his first class with Professor Ogg, which was on the European background of American Political Theory.  He talks about this class.  He talks about a course he took in sociology with Edward Alsworth Ross.  JS reports that Ross was very interested in problems stemming from population growth. JS reports that Ross had been fired from Stanford University because he had given lectures about Leland Stanford recruiting Asian labor.  JS talks more about Ross.

00:21:20	JS comments on Kimball Young, a professor in the Sociology Department, and a grandson of Brigham Young.  He talks about an academic disagreement between Ross and Young.

00:22:38	JS talks about his first class with Professor John M. Gaus, Political Theory and International Relations.  He comments on Gaus.  JS remarks that he regarded Gaus as his intellectual mentor.  He talks more about Gaus, including his involvement with the Experimental College.  He talks about the Experimental College and Alexander Meiklejohn.

00:26:07	JS talks about his master’s oral examination.  He describes it as "the most uncomfortable hour he ever spent in his life."  After passing his masters exam, he received a job offer from the University of Kentucky's department of Political Science.

00:28:11	JS talks about Professor John R. Commons from the Economics Department and a course he took under Commons.  JS describes Commons as a modest person and one of the best professors JS had while a student.  He talks about Friday night symposiums which Commons organized at the YMCA for graduate students.

00:34:12	JS talks more about Pitman Potter.

00:35:09	At the end of the 1929 academic year, JS resigned from the Political Science Department at the University of Kentucky in preparation for entering Harvard Law School that fall.  He reports that he became one of the first people in the United States to learn that the Depression was about to begin.  He tried to withdraw his savings from his building and loan association in order to pay for law school tuition; but the building and loan had insufficient funds with which to pay him the balance of his account.  Because of this, JS was forced to borrow money to attend school.  JS eventually received about a third the money he had saved, but this was not enough to permit him to stay in law school, and he decided to return to academics.

00:37:17	Next, he took a job teaching political science and history at the University of Transylvania.  At the same time, he inquired about returning to the UW for the following year in order to earn his Ph.D. degree.  He returned to the UW in the summer of 1931.  He talks about taking a course in political theory with J. Mark Jacobson.

00:39:42	In the fall of 1931, he decided to live on campus because living off campus required too much travel time.  On the suggestion of Professor Ogg, JS decided to make use of his law school credits by having a double minor in law.  He talks about his course schedule in the fall of 1931.

00:41:36	JS talks further about Professor Gaus and Gaus' classes.  He talks more about Professor Ogg.

00:45:17	JS talks more about Professor Potter.

00:46:09	End of side.

Tape 1/Side 2

00:46:24	JS talks about a professor in the law school at the UW who taught contract law.  He talks about the difference between teaching methods in the law school and the graduate school at the UW.  He says that there was a friendly rivalry between political scientists and lawyers at the UW.

00:48:03	JS recounts Professor Gaus' ideas concerning the British abandonment of the gold standard in 1931.  He talks more about Gaus.  He talks about the impact of the Depression on the UW between 1931-32.  He talks about friction between Governor LaFollette and President Glenn Frank concerning salary increases for teaching assistants.  He comments on Professor Gaus' support for the campus teaching assistant organization.

00:50:42	JS reports that President Frank earned a salary of $25,000 per year while only a few professors earned more than $7,000, and the governor about $7,500 per year.  He talks about an article appearing in the American Mercury and written by Ernest Meyer, a Capital Times reporter, criticizing Glenn Frank.

00:51:57	He talks about a debate which occurred at the student union among Norman Thomas and Scott Nearing on Communism, Capitalism and Socialism.

00:53:11	JS talks about a speech by Sumner Slichter, a professor of economics at Harvard in the spring of 1932.  He talks about a lecture given by Professor John R. Commons on political systems.

00:55:15	JS talks about a controversy over a letter written to The Daily Cardinal by a female student questioning the value of virginity as a quality in females.  Amid this controversy, someone raised a red flag over Bascom Hall, which prompted President Frank to call a convocation of all students.

00:56:53	In the spring of 1932, he says, Russia sent over its first delegation to the UW to study planning and engineering.  He talks about his acquaintance with one of the Russian students.

00:58:45	JS talks about a senatorial primary contest between John Blain, the Republican incumbent, and John Chapple.  He reports that Chapple tried to frighten people over the "immorality" which was occurring on the UW campus.  Chapple won the nomination, JS says, but was defeated in the Senate race by the democratic mayor of Madison.

01:00:11	JS describes the UW as a challenging place.  He says that the Roosevelt campaign of 1932 turned toward the state of Wisconsin as a progressive model.  JS says he took his oral examination in German, and then took his preliminary examinations, which were required in six fields.

01:01:51	JS talks about Professor Ogg.  JS reports that Ogg asked JS to take over a class once when Ogg had to be absent.  JS talks about his research on political leadership in the Labor Party.

01:02:43	JS talks about listening to the Democratic Convention on the radio in 1932 after newspaper headlines had proclaimed that 1932 would mark the last political conventions in the United States and that democracy was in the process of failing.  He recounts talking with Professor Gaus concerning Franklin Roosevelt's nomination.

01:04:06	JS talks about Professor Grayson Kirk and Professor Kimball Young.  JS talks about his interaction with Dean Charles Slichter.  He comments on Dean Oliver Rundell from the UW Law School.

01:08:24	JS reports that he did his Ph.D. dissertation on Henry Clay, after traveling to Washington, DC in 1932 to do the research.  He talks about the time he spent there, arriving just after the Bonus Army had been forced to leave the city by Generals MacArthur and Eisenhower under the order of President Hoover.  He recounts that many people were talking about the army taking over the country, and that General Smedley Butler, the ranking Marine Corps officer, was rumored to be a prospective dictator.  JS talks about observing Governor Franklin Roosevelt presiding over a hearing for Mayor Walker.

01:11:24	JS talks further about his dissertation.  After sending his finished dissertation to Professor Salter, JS received no response for a long period of time.  JS says he thinks that Salter left JS's dissertation on his desk for a year, and is not sure that Salter ever read all of it.  He talks further about Salter.

01:13:45	JS talks about a conversation with Professor Gaus concerning JS's dissertation and Professor Salter.  He comments further on Salter.

01:16:46	JS comments further on the Experimental College.  He reports that the decision not to continue the Experimental College was primarily a consequence of faculty opposition, especially within the language and mathematics departments.  JS says that the Experimental College was the most "unusual" experiment in higher education in the last half century.  He says that Professor Gaus was the intellectual leader of the Experimental College.

01:19:09	Because of the delay due to Professor Salter, JS did not take his Ph.D. oral exam until June of 1934, even though he had finished his dissertation in 1933.  He talks about preparing for and taking his oral exam.

01:24:20	JS talks about his Ph.D. commencement.

01:26:52	Immediately after earning his Ph.D. degree, JS began taking law classes at the UW Law School.  He remarks that Oliver Rundell, a law school professor, was one of the best teachers with whom he ever had a course.  JS talks more about Professor John R. Commons.

01:28:51	JS talks about living in a dormitory with undergraduate students.  He talks more about the Experimental College and Alexander Meiklejohn.

01:30:24	JS talks about his discussions with Professor Gaus concerning the New Deal.

01:32:18	End of side.  End of interview.
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