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Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:00	JW gives some background information on herself, intermingled with many anecdotes.

00:04:47	The principal of her school was the father of one of her chums, Bill Defoe, graduate of UW and Harvard Medical School. The latter is the father of actor Willem Defoe. The Latin teacher and librarian Bernice Olson made school exciting.

00:06:06	JW wanted to attend college in Madison and become a doctor. She won a tuition scholarship ($25 a semester). Her mother said she would only pay for college if JW became a medical missionary, so worked long hours and saved money to avoid this. 

00:07:16	She and two friends ran an ice cream parlor for an out-of-town owner. They all went into the medical profession. She sold her sports equipment to pay for books. She talks about the wardrobe she took to UW.

00:08:58	JW talks about a tyrannical lawyer's family to whom she was assigned by the Student Placement Office. Her chemistry professor Ernest Hesse was the only person in whom she could confide. He was very helpful.

00:11:31	She was then assigned to a "wonderful" family. The man owned an automotive business and the wife was a lawyer. They wanted a "sister" for their shy 12-year-old son.

00:12:38	UW was "a free-thinker's paradise." Worldly and arrogant eastern students flooded the campus. The Cardinal, Wisconsin State Journal, and Capital Times stimulated readers daily. She talks about a bloody incident in the continuing feud between the lawyers and engineers.

00:13:17	JW's social activity revolved around the Wesley Foundation, playing tennis and games, and attending parties and picnics. It was a good Christian environment. She attended French movies. She was the first person to put her toe into the Rathskeller the day women were permitted inside; she did not go in any further because her mother was the president of the Women's Christian Temperance Union. She took bowling as a physical education course.

00:15:03	She talks about hitchhiking home with friends some weekends. Once they were picked up by the Lieutenant Governor of Wisconsin.

00:15:57	Football players had books and other "goodies" supplied to them by the athletic department.

00:16:55	In 1937, there was only one black student in her Bascom Hall lecture series. One of JW's history professors bored his students to death. There was a white-haired female English professor (Helen C. White) who always dressed in purple. She had a wonderful French professor named Monsieur Zdanowicz who taught French with a Polish accent.

00:18:05	JW entered the Kahler School of Nursing in Rochester, Minnesota in 1938. The students had access to the 700 specialists at the Mayo Clinic as instructors as well as the regular teaching staff. She chose to go to the University of Chicago affiliate for pediatrics and obstetrics. She graduated in December 1941.

00:19:41	JW's life changed with the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Dr. Mayo organized a general hospital on paper, which she along with others from the Mayo Clinic and nursing school joined. The Mayo Unit did not activate for many months, so in October 1942 she joined the Army Nurse Corps at Fort Custer, Michigan.

00:20:27	JW landed with the troops in the invasion of North Africa. She volunteered to staff field hospitals, the first line of hospitals behind the battle lines. She has eight major battle stars. Each infantry division was assigned a medical platoon, made up of six nurses, and a few enlisted men and medical doctors.

00:21:38	The men invaded Sicily, and the medical platoons followed the troops through the Italian campaigns. The same happened in the invasion of southern France. They followed the troops across France into Germany. She was at the Battle of the Bulge. When the war ended, she was with the 45th Infantry Division that liberated the Dachau concentration camp and a displaced persons camp five kilometers outside Munich.

00:22:32	Medical personnel worked all hours, even when they were sick. JW feels that war solves nothing; it just kills young men. Her self-published book Bedpan Commando is the unedited story of her life as a combat nurse during WWII. In 1985, she discovered that her mother had saved all her letters and photographs. Ballantine Books was not interested in her story, which she attributes at least in part to prejudice against women.

00:24:24	JW returned to the U.S. in October 1945. She was hospitalized and then discharged in July 1946. She returned to UW in the fall of 1946 on the GI Bill. At registration the female staff fawned over the many soldiers that crowded the campus. She tells a story about the snide treatment she received when applying for admission despite her status as a Wisconsin veteran.

00:26:11	JW talks about unpleasant experiences in her first class, creative writing. She was the only woman in the class. 

00:26:38	She worked part-time in pediatrics at Wisconsin General, but the wage was only a dollar an hour and did not even cover laundering expenses for her uniform. She decided to work at the library instead.

00:27:02	JW and her roommate took anthropology from a visiting professor from Southeastern University during the summer session. She loved the class. The majority of the students were male. Though she and her roommate both had perfect scores, they received a B++ in the course. The instructor said that it was not possible to get an A even though some of the men did.

00:27:50	JW was a member of the women's university choir. It was a pleasant experience. The director, Mr. Jones, was excellent. Porter Butts ran the Memorial Union with great flair. JW worked putting up displays in the Union. 

00:28:55	She took a journalism course in which she was again the only female student. Students had to read seven different newspapers and were tested on their content. The instructor was a navy veteran who favored navy male veterans. One of JW's assignments to cover a tea given by President Fred's wife. After hearing a distressed call from the house, JW helped Mrs. Fred get her hair out of the zipper of her dress. 

00:30:31	There was a veterans group on campus that met regularly. JW felt uncomfortable because she was the only woman and eventually quit attending.

00:30:44	There was a blind red-headed psychology instructor and her dog that brought color to the campus.

00:30:53	Two of JW's friends in Barnard Hall were black. One of them was Mary Burke, head of WGA, top student, and friend. JW talks about a case of discrimination involving Burke.

00:31:54	JW took a course in creative design. A young black veteran, though very talented, never received a decent grade in the course. She sat with him and once met and walked with him to class. Her boyfriend never talked to her again. Racist rabble-rousers spread rumors. 

00:33:10	JW lived in the men's dorms one summer session. The food was better and seconds were allowed, which was unheard of in the women's dorms though they paid the same mess bill. She caught a peeping Tom, who turned out to be an instructor; he was sent to the mental hospital. She caught another one at Barnard Hall. 

00:34:49	JW names some campus characters: Joe Hammersley, Harry Stuhldreher, "Crazylegs" Hirsch, Howie Weiss, Karl Paul Link, and William Kiekhofer. 

00:36:16	JW closes with a poem from Stars and Stripes that summarizes the war for her, entitled "Listen Mister." It laments the fact that when soldiers were dying at war, American workers were striking for higher wages. 

00:39:39	End of side. End of tape.
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