Severe Weather Siren Protocol in Eau Claire: Does it Produce Intended Responses?
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Announcements 40% said the use of the same sound for both severe thunderstorm and tornado warnings

affects how they react to the siren:
/ ® o \ “I do not take the siren very seriously. | always think it is just for a storm. | don't think I'd
28% said, “no ever react the way | would if | knew there was a tornado on its way”
“I tend not to care when they go of because thunderstorms aren't a big deal.”

“I would take different precautions if it were a tornado then if it were a severe
thunderstorm. | wish | could know the difference.”

“I couldn't tell the difference, and | would probably ignore both assuming its just
announcing that it's raining outside.”

Of those who said yes, suggestions included ...

More education

Only use siren for
Tornadoes Ve

56% said that they would react differently if the city used separate and distinct sounds:
Use different sounds « “If they were different then | would be able to tell that either the storm is a tornado or a
thunderstorm, which does not really matter to me because | would seek shelter regardless”

Y “I would continue to ignore the thunderstorm siren, and seek shelter for the tornado warning”
o testing

“I would know that it is a very serious alert, and to take the correct forms of action for a

/ tornado rather than a storm”
Summary & Implications Acknowledge

While % of the respondents know the sirens are activated for both thunderstorm and tornado warnings, only one out of five students reacts appropriately.

Many students respond differently if they know it’s a tornado, instead of “just” a thunderstorm.
Comments show that some students are taking a “a boy who cried wolf” approach and ignoring all occurrences of the sirens.
This data shows a need for more education on the siren policy, both on the potential severity of thunderstorms and how to respond to the outdoor weather sirens.

The city may want to consider using distinct sounds for different NWS warnings. This would provide people the ability to make informed decisions on how they
choose to react. While this may lead some individuals to ignore thunderstorm warnings, many are currently ignoring the warnings for ALL alerts.




