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Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:00 	JP gives background information on himself. He was co-editor of his high school newspaper. He talks about one of his high school teachers.

00:01:16 	After graduation from high school in 1935, JP entered the Rochester Collegiate Center (RCC), a type of junior college established during the Depression for young people unable to afford college. Four years of attendance earned students two years of college credit. English and American literature were the subjects that interested JP the most.

00:01:57 	JP was out of college for eight years after RCC was closed in 1937. He returned to college at the University of Rochester at age 28. He worked full-time at night and took classes during the day. In 1947, he graduated with a major in English. He shares some of his recollections from his time at Rochester. 

00:03:20 	JP was offered a TAship at both Ohio State and UW. He chose UW because the TAship was better paid, and it had William Ellery Leonard on its faculty. Edgar Lacy was head of the English Department when JP arrived on campus. (In a follow-up note JP noted that it was Merritt Hughes who had been chairman when he arrived.)

00:04:09 	During his first year, JP taught his classes in the Quonset huts opposite the University Club, where he lived for the following six years. He requested 7:45 classes because they were smaller, and he wanted to show he was willing to accept classes other TAs did not want.

00:04:49	Life at the University Club was "pleasant and very reasonable." JP even had a telephone in his room. He sometimes ate in the Memorial Union. He talks about the ways he cut corners to save money. 

00:05:36 	JP received his MA in English in 1949. No thesis was required, but an hour-long oral exam based on a reading list was. He continued his graduate work at UW.

00:06:30 	While a graduate student, JP became very interested in 18th-century British literature. He did his doctoral dissertation with Ricardo Quintana on the political reputation of Samuel Richardson, author of Clarissa, the longest novel written in English. JP took courses with Ruth Wallerstein, including 17th-Century Literature. 

00:08:04 	JP knew little of campus politics. He was always treated respectfully by his superiors. Library facilities were more than adequate. JP's minor was Comparative Literature.

00:09:04	JP's three-hour doctoral oral exam was considerably more difficult than that for his MA. His dissertation was well received. Merritt Hughes commended one of his papers.

00:09:40 	JP did not belong to any organizations, but he did enjoy seeing movies and plays, some of which he discusses. He consistently read The Daily Cardinal, which he describes as well-written and -edited. He enjoyed listening to WHA, especially programming broadcast from UW's classrooms.

00:12:05 	JP occasionally ate at restaurants. He did not date his "freshmen." He thinks most students drank beer, they smoked less than today, and they did not use drugs at all. He remembers the "somewhat scandalous" events of the only football game he attended. 

00:13:10 	JP was unaware of any discrimination on campus. He respected administrators, professors, and colleagues at UW. Campus characters remembered include Helen C. White.

00:14:15 	As an Extension instructor, JP wrote three English correspondence courses for the USAFI Institute during 1952/53. He missed the stimulus of the classroom, so he left in 1953 to teach at Villanova University, where he taught for eight years.

00:15:34 	He believes he received an excellent education at the University of Rochester and at UW. He has enjoyed alumni reunions at UW.  

00:16:24	End of side. End of tape.
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