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Time
      Keywords

00:00:00
[No Question] Discussion of HIV/AIDS and his involvement in AIDS education. [Keep]
00:05:04    Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction.

00:09:38
[No Question] Discussion of Wisconsin politics (Scott Walker administration) unrelated to interview.
00:10:25
Question: Tell me about your background. Answer: Woody discusses the origin of spelling of his name. Edson is his actual first name, but has never been called that. From northeastern, PA. Parents divorced when he was around 1 year old. Mother remarried. Lived with maternal grandmother in her boarding house with his Mom and Stepfather, and his half brother. Grandmother disputed room and board charge for his parents living with her when he was 8 or 9 years old [he clarifies this later in the interview], so his parents left and he stayed with his grandmother. “She was basically my mother who raised me.” 
00:13:00
[No Question] He was the first of his family to be college educated, much less finish high school. Also has doctor of ministry postgraduate degree. The church was a “great home for me. I met people there that held out to me, a way of life that I did not meet in my home.” Went to college, seminary (finished 1954), got married 1954 summer to Ruth. Had 2 sons —  Scott and David. 
00:15:36
[No Question] Woody identifies as gay. However, he was happily married to his wife, Ruth. He describes his awakening to his gay identity. Took place in 1972. He was driving to Albany, NY in a van to pick up his son. He parked his car at a Greyhound bus station. Cleaning windshield. At the time was oblivious to concept of gay cruising (for sexual activity). He noticed a young (presumably gay) man watching him, who then approached him and said “I'd like to get you home under the sheets.” “That was a powerful statement to me. Nothing happened, but everything happened.” He realized the statement was an awakening to something he had been repressing. The comment “unleashed all of that.” He wanted to explore these feelings. Woody waited until a trip to Pittsburgh, PA the next year, to act upon these emerging desires. Went to adult bookstore to meet man and have sex with him. 
00:18:38
[No Question] His orientation took over his life, a very powerful influence and shaped who he was. He pursued exploration of his gay identity after he left his marriage and moved to Madison in 1985. He viewed himself as a failure in the church at that time. Had separated with Ruth, but remained married to maintain her health insurance, and so he could be ordained without suspicion of being unmarried. Woody is a Presbyterian minister. When his marriage ended, he wanted to leave upstate NY because community was conservative, and he wanted to have a social life as a gay man.
00:21:20
[No Question] Came to Madison to be minister at Parkside Presbyterian, which was willing to have a minister they knew who had gotten divorced (although he was only separated). Even though his wife Ruth was executive director at a YWCA, it didn't provide insurance to its employees, despite being an organization that provides for the welfare of women. Remained friends despite pain of their separation and divorce. It worked because they conversed. Finally got divorced in January 2011 because if one had a catastrophic illness the assets of each other would be taxed. 

00:24:20
Question: What was it like to sign the divorce papers? Answer: He had always wanted the divorce because it was “an honest statement of where things were at.” He didn't push it because didn't want to jeopardize Ruth’s health coverage. The Madison church let her continue the coverage without being married. Upon their divorce, he was 82, she was 79. In 1984 they bought Ruth a house to raise the boys in. At end of September 2010 hearing the judge was curious about reasoning, in light of the house. Told the judge that he was a gay man. Judge was fine with it, despite his initial confusion. 
00:26:50
[No Question] Young man was first proposition. His body responded. When arrived in Madison, lived alone. As thought about his life, he reclaimed his history in which he “always had fantasies about men.” But repressed them. Example: masturbating to yearbook picture to basketball team. That was a sign. Took showers at seminary when other men were around. Bought into Freudian psychology, and he understood everyone went through a homosexual stage, but then grew out of it. He never grew out of it. So he suppressed it until his body awakened with the comment from the young man. Throughout his married life, he developed a bad ulcer. He sees it as the “price I paid for suppression.” Caused him stress. Coming out felt liberating. He can't hide the fact he's gay –– he's too honest. But he's also discerning whom he tells. 
00:31:32
[No Question] Has had amazing time in ministry since he arrived during the nine years he served there. Transformed Parkside from a “dying” congregation into a thriving one. Congregation was “loving and supportive.” They became an AIDS Caring Community. Had congregation wide study of AIDS, and to declare they were open to HIV congregants and those that supported them  —  to offer all services. The first congregation in WI to declare this. Also declared themselves a “More Light” church without his intervention after he retired  —  means they are accepting to openly gay people.
00:34:00
[No Question] In October in 2011, the governing body of WI was first to ordain an openly gay and patterned gay man as a Presbyterian minister —  Scott Anderson —  who currently is executive director of the Wisconsin Council of Churches. Woody notes that being openly gay is a step up from being closeted and ordained, as well as being gay and in an open gay relationship. A new development. “That's crazy that you have turn off your ability to experience love.” Proud that the church has changed its position. However, Woody was not openly gay with his congregation, but thought they would have been dumb if they hadn't caught on. He never lied about it. A family from upstate NY knew before he arrived in Madison. They had probably shared the information and they didn't care. The community was “loving” and “accepted people as they are.” They were small, with 100 people in congregation. Had great diversity in attendees from PhDs to uneducated working class folks. But they were all accepted within the congregation. He feels he didn't create that, but it was there prior to his arrival. 
00:38:15
[phone ringing]

00:38:27
[No Question] Came to Madison in 1985. In November, he sought out a social community for gay men. Went to Dignity  —  the Roman Catholic gay caucus –– and Integrity —  the episcopal church's gay caucus. They are merged in Madison. They had a worship service on Sunday nights at Saint Francis House, the episcopal campus center. Met friends. January of 1986, went to a gay fathers group. Got increasingly involved. His life and social life was shared by his participation in the gay community. Complemented his participation in the church. Wanted straight friends in his social network as well. His gay friends came to hear him preach at his congregation. So he introduced them in front of congregation  —  as his “friends.” Asked for them to give him a warm welcome. One gay man was so moved as a result. Indicative of his approach —  didn't lie, but didn't declare them as gay. Let people come to their own conclusions.  
00:42:00
[No Question] He wants his fiends to know, but he is discriminating in whom he tells. He tells a story about a minister colleague (Tim) that he didn't want to tell. This individual tried to get Woody removed from the ministry. Voted against Woody when he was being nominated for leadership positions in the governing church bodies in the region. I knew Tim was “very much against me.” Question: What were you being nominated for? Answer: The national gathering of (governing body) of Presbyterians is called The General Assembly. Every regional body elects representatives to attend. Woody was nominated to represent the presbytery at the gathering. Woody said hello and Tim didn't speak to him.
00:46:10
Question: What are your feelings about disclosure now that you're no longer the Minister of your church? Answer: He feels more freedom now. The church can't take anything away from him. Even if they took away his ordination, he can still preach as a layperson. He wouldn't be able to marry able marry people, but he doesn't like weddings because they are demanding. Also feels that weddings are “too irrelevant to what the church is about.” Thinks that people get too caught up in the “social” [meet n’ greet] aspects of religion. Does like performing gay weddings. Makes gay couples do the same pre-marital counseling that straight couples do. Finds that gay couples often love these conversations about their commitment and what they bring to the relationship because they generally don't have a chance to discuss those issues. In comparison, straight couples (often straight men) often don't want to discuss these issues. 
00:48:54
Question: When did gay weddings first start in your conducting of them? Answer: Didn't perform any in upstate New York. Performed them in Madison after 1985. He became the go-to person for all things gay-religion-related in Madison  —  his background became widely known. Got involved in AIDS work early on. Was first clergy in city who would officiate the funeral of those who died of AIDS, and he speaks of ministers who wouldn't. He met Margaret “Marge” Sutinen through this work. Woody tells story of AIDS patient who wanted Woody to conduct his funeral, although Woody didn't hear back. Discusses a HIV+ couple [both infected] who had worked out funeral arrangements for themselves, and the different reactions each of this dying couple's families (one of whom was named Bob  —  who had affirming family). Bob's partner's family was not affirming. Woody conducted the non-affirming family’s funeral, and he surreptitiously inserted covert references to the gay partner  —  playing with gender and innuendo in doing so.
00:56:13
[phone ringing] 
00:56:17
[No Question] Discusses ways of coping, such as terminology to use when describing sexual activities, with conservative congregations when he and Marge [Margaret Sutinen] do HIV education sessions. Has become active in gay social issues because those relationships were the primary basis of his social network and activism. Example is his serving as the co-President of the New Harvest Foundation (in Madison since 1984). It gives grants for LGBT organizations in Madison.
00:59:10
[No Question] Discusses the New Harvest “Black and White Dinner” in March, and describes his initial feelings and the groups who were involved in it. The event celebrates the gay community, gives support to the organizations’ accomplishments, and updates on projects. Bring in national entertainment such as Kate Clinton, and an outlandish New York black woman —  presumably Wanda Sykes. Also brought in Trent Kury [spelling?], a folk singer who lived in Madison until Spring 2012. She moved to Virginia Beach, and was co-chair of New Harvest when Woody served. Mentions Frontiers, gay social group, that Woody was involved in. Also participates in Gay and Gray —  a social group for gay seniors on every other Thursday. Two hour meet n' greet. Also involved in Outreach gay advocacy group, located at 600 Williamson Street.  In 2010 was chosen by them at their September banquet as “Man of the Year.”  Also supportive of G-Safe, a WI organization that creates safe environments in public schools for gay people, and coordinates/creates Gay Straight Alliances. Also helps with the GSAs' annual leadership conference. 
01:04:41
Question: Returning to the above topics for clarification of chronology and geographic locations. Answer: Woody's birthday is January 4th 1929. He is 83 currently. Born north of Scranton in Tunkhannock, PA. Growing up there: it was small town 2200 people, and it is the County Seat. Primarily dairy farms. There were 72 people in his high school graduating class, which was a higher number than it had previously been. 

01:07:10
Question: Where did you learn about what sex was, or how that would occur? Answer: “Purely by the grapevine. [It was] hit n' miss. There was nobody that sat down with me and taught me anything.” Growing up, engaged in fantasizing and exploring his sexuality. He discusses his sexual experiences with a number of people, including a local boy. But he still denied that it meant he was gay at the time. When Woody was five, his cousin Elmer (16 years old), and his Uncle (Andy), spied on Andy urinating at Elmer's suggestion. During high school and junior high, he had a neighbor and the neighbor's friend who were likely homosexuals. Discusses sneaking a look at the neighbor's hidden stash of nude photos of men. Had sex with this neighbor after weeks of pursuing him. Question: Do you think this neighbor recognized his homosexuality? Answer: Woody thinks it was purely sex, and that the neighbor didn't see himself as homosexual. Woody knew, at 16, what he was doing sexually. He seduced two of his grandmother's boarders, at the boarding house where highway construction and railroad workers lived with them. Discusses his feelings that at 16, he was not vulnerable sexually, like we think of 16 year olds today. Elmer and Frank were the two Woody became involved with sexually. 
01:10:23
Question: Where did you see or hear about what a homosexual was? Answer: “If you ever anything it was always negative.” Sick, criminals, something to “ostracize,” “disgusting.” The only thing in the news and radio were reports of men being arrested for being gay. Describes the Stonewall Riots. Wasn't involved in the activism of 1969 and the years following for a long time. Learned about it through watching documentaries. References Harry Hay, a founder of the Mattachine society. 

01:14:42
[No Question] His grandmother did teach Woody about sex. In consisted of her saying, “Don't play with yourself.” She probably didn't know the word for masturbate. Gave the reasoning that one would lose his mind if he masturbated. He rejected that notion.
01:15:20
[No Question] He remembers in 1960 when the doctor in Painted Post, NY came to him with the desire to offer sex education classes. Nothing existed at that time, much less discussion of sex. You learned about it as “hit n' miss” experiences. Woody observed wide misinformation in the community concerning sexuality. He and doctor planned classes, in which they met with parents and then taught the class to high school kids. The content was human reproduction, but at the time it was “pioneering work.” Observed one of the first studies of homosexuality that he knew of –– in the1950s –– a book called, “Homosexuality: Sickness or Sin?” Dissatisfied with these two choices (or lack thereof). 
01:17:32
Question: When you observed arrests on the radio, what time period would that have been? Answer: During the 1930s and 1940s. Woody heard two primary types of crimes reported on the radio at the time. They were seen as “horrendous” crimes at the time. People using cocaine or serious drugs, and police raids on gatherings men, referred to as either “homosexuals,” or men seen together having sex with each other. Believed this created a problem for people who were gay, who had a healthy attitude to being gay, who weren't criminals, pedophiles, or sick. Understood that coming out brought up these issues inevitably due to the teachings of the time. 
01:19:25
Question: Aside from your friends that you had sex with, were there any homosexuals you knew of in your hometown of Tunkhannock, PA? Answer: Woody did not know of anyone in his town, other than a classmate who he thinks was gay, named Huey. Did seduce and have sex with a friend named Jack from school. They went to movies together. But he did not know of any arrests in his hometown due to drug use or being gay, but Woody observed the reports came out of surrounding metropoles, including Scranton, New York, and Philadelphia. The radio stations they would hear came from these cities, particularly Philadelphia. He mentioned Scranton's red light district, and observed that prostitution occurred.
01:21:45
Question: How did your grandmother or other family members react when you would hear stories on the radio about arrests? Answer: When radios mentioned these crimes, his grandmother and those around him would say the person “got what they deserved.” Affirming the punishment of the crime. Believed they were criminals who needed to be taken off the streets, which “only affirmed all the negative stuff.” 
01:21:59
[No Question] He was introduced to his father when he was 7. A woman [his step-mother] was there, and Woody registered no emotion with the word “father” or the man in front of him. [It seems as though his father left Woody’s original home when Woody was 1, but remained in the area nearby while Woody lived with his grandmother. Then Woody’s father moved in with the grandmother when Woody 7, and then his father and stepmother left Woody’s grandmother’s home shortly thereafter when Woody was 8 or 9].



Woody was 8 or 9 when his Father and Stepmother left the grandmother's boarding house due to her request for increased rent. His mother and grandmother weren't speaking after the fight, which bothered Woody, but he “knew how to get them back together.” They were always afraid that Woody's Father would come by to kidnap Woody, which almost happened allegedly when Woody was 2. He tricked them into speaking, using their fear of kidnapping to his advantage.


Woody's father had always lived elsewhere, during his early years. Then he moved to Takoma Park, MD (1958-1960) where he worked as an orderly at the Seventh Day Adventist hospital [now called Washington Adventist Hospital]. At one point Woody worked at a church in suburban Washington DC. He saw his father more frequently. Then moved in April 1960, moved to upstate New York (Painted Post), in the Corning area. When he moved, Woody hadn’t seen his Father. 
01:26:23
[No Question] In 1989, Woody was in Madison, Woody got a phone call from his father's daughter-in-law. Wanted to get acquainted for genealogical information. Wanted to see his father at that time. He wasn't angry with him for not keeping in touch, or for the divorce because he didn't feel as though he was a participant. So he didn't feel as though he could pass judgment. His father and stepmother would stop by Woody’s home when he wasn't there spontaneously, but they never phoned ahead or left a note, so they kept missing each other. Woody was grateful for the time they did have together. 
01:29:36
[No Question] He discusses the professional counseling that he and Ruth started upon their separation. They had separate counselors, and Ruth's counselor wanted to speak with Woody for one session. It turned out that the counselor was “manipulating” Woody in the session by analyzing him not for the benefit of Ruth, but to target his homosexuality as the problem.
01:31:25
[No Question] Woody's grandmother had two [friends?] who were an unmarried couple named Dutch and Nancy. Dutch coerced Woody to “provide sexual pleasures” when he and Nancy came to visit. Woody didn't like that, and looked forward to going. Believes it did not make him gay because it was “repulsive,” and had “nothing loving in it.” The “only positive thing” Woody learned from Dutch was learning that he (Woody) could ejaculate. Dutch reassured him that ejaculating was not an illness. The connection to this memory and Woody's divorce is that Ruth's counselor believed that Woody was gay because of the issues with Dutch and Woody's father. But Woody knows those things didn't make him gay. 
01:33:08
Question: Do you have any feelings or thoughts on what you think did make you gay, if anything? Answer: Woody thinks “we get born wired” that way. Woody points to his fascination with male bodies prior to meeting Dutch or his father as examples of why these experiences didn't make him gay. 
01:34:32
[No Question] Woody is, in part, grateful to Dutch and Nancy, though, because they would invite him to come spend the weekend with them in New York. They would take him to movies, buy him clothes, and pay for his bus fair. His grandmother was poor, so they “were good” to him for doing so. Woody didn't tell his grandmother; it would have been hard for her to accept. But part of the weekend was giving sexual favors to Dutch. 

01:35:50
Question: In light of saying that sex wasn't discussed, what were your thoughts about sex and sexuality at the time? Answer: Woody didn't see sex as two people coming together and share intimacy to the benefit and enjoyment of both partners, which he does now. At the time he “was there to pleasure him [Dutch].” Thought of that sexual experience as “sleazy.”
01:37:00
Question: What was school like in day-to-day classes? Answer: “Heaven. School was a great alternative to home.” Even though he believes his grandmother did an excellent job raising him, it was boring. The construction workers were “rough and trouble,” drank, and they struggled financially. Sometimes in the winter there was not even enough money to buy bread or milk. They at least had canned food that his grandmother prepared during the summer — fruit, meats.  
01:39:22
[No Question] At his grandmother's house, relatives and the boarders sat together in the living room, but it still wasn't elevated conversation, lots of “dirty talk.” In addition to the construction and rail workers, the wards of the county stayed there. The county would support their housing. Like a poorhouse tenant. These people weren't well educated, so he was exposed to a certain “level of human experience.” School and Church offered an alternative. For example, he only grew up listening in his home to country music. He would listen in isolation to the New York Philharmonic. But in school, he participated in plays, band concerts, student leadership, but he did all of it without much support from home. His grandmother was illiterate. He was a good student. Teachers opened doors. 
01:43:47
Question: What events did you hear about at that time with respect to what was going on nationally? Answer: Woody followed the news, and still likes to stay informed to current events. In grade school, his history teacher encouraged them to bring in news stories and he mentioned WWII and the Nazi's movements throughout Europe, which the teacher mapped for the class. He also remembers the emergence of Apartheid when he was in college —  it had him “concerned” in 1948. There was also a murder in Scranton of a woman while he was in high school.
01:46:00
Question: What was it like applying to and going to college? Answer: Because of the GI Bill, it was competitive to get in to colleges because lots of troops were flooding in the schools system. Encouraged to apply to several schools. He considered Wooster, and nearly went to Pennsylvania State, and qualified for scholarship to attend either Temple, University of Pittsburgh, University of Pennsylvania, or Pennsylvania State. But church members encouraged him to attend a church affiliated college  —  Woody knew he was studying to become a minister, and church members said it would help his career. During seven years of schooling, his family gave him a total five dollars. He didn't know how to pay for college. Ultimately attended the Presbyterian school, Grove City.  
01:50:39
Question: What was tuition like? Answer: Wanted Wooster, but more expensive, Youth Advisor of church paid the difference when Woody decided on Grove City. Went to less expensive school. Tuition was about $300 a semester. Or perhaps a thousand dollars a year. Question: How did you pay for school? Answer: Worked in the college dining room washing dishes. Also took out loans and received five hundred dollars a year from the doctor and his wife. He also worked during the summer. Working at a construction crew building a road. Breaking up rock, six days a week for ten hours a day. Worked in Chicago in a summer youth recreation program the next summer. Wanted to broaden his view of the world. Worked in New York City, running summer youth program. Then after he finished seminary (undergrad) worked in Chester outside Philadelphia –– teaching, preaching, and doing youth work. 
01:55:52
Question: What were the years you graduated different schools? Answer: Graduated high school in Tunkhannock in 1947, College Grove City in 1951, seminary at Princeton Theological Seminary in 1954, and a three-year program in a Doctor of Ministry at McCormick Seminary in Chicago in 1984. At McCormick, he wrote a major project where the project is meant to “strengthen your ability to serve your congregation.” His coursework would be taught to his congregation after he completed each course. During his major project, his marriage was falling apart so he couldn't work on it. He worked on it with his friend, David, a joint project on the topic of Church and clergy divorce. In 1983, it was “shocking” to Woody that ministers were not supposed to get divorces (but were doing so anyway), and little was written about it. During the course of the project, he disclosed his sexual orientation to David, because he feared that David was homophobic, which made the prospect of working on a project a difficult one. However, David was accepting. Each of them developed support groups for divorced clergy and did interviews. And then did the same thing for congregations whose pastors got divorces. 
02:02:07
Question: What was that like? What did you learn? Answer: “utterly amazed” over how clergy’s unresolved personal issues affected their relationships with the congregation. Woody doesn't believe the church helps clergy address this issue. Sees it as a contradiction to the church’s teaching that God loves all people unconditionally.
02:06:15
[No Question] Woody discusses his views on marriage and the history of marriage as an institution and civil and theological contract –– he believes the religious and civil aspects should be separated. He learned all of this while doing his final project in the doctor of ministry program. He was working in upstate New York, and then professors would visit from Chicago. Discusses his attitudes being informed from the history of marriage and the way that this is confused in present society. Question: For your participants, did any of the men getting divorces experience issues over their sexual orientation or sexuality? Answer: Not for Woody's group. 
02:11:27
Question: Where did you meet your wife? Answer: In college when he was a senior and Ruth was a freshman. Had a “rocky” relationship until Ruth was a senior. Married the following August after her graduation. Question: What were those first three years like (during Ruth's first three years of school)? You were working at Princeton? Answer: Yes, he would travel between Princeton and college. It was rocky for him because she was ambivalent. However, Woody was impressive because he showed hospitality to Ruth's high school boyfriend, who she was still dating at the time Woody courted her. 
02:14:03
Question: Were the sexual interactions you had been having, what was going on with your feelings in college? Answer: Had fantasies about men and continued to have them while he was married. Was holding on to Freudian psychology thinking he would “outgrow” his homosexual feelings. He did not outgrow it, but also did not acknowledge, or even recognize them.
02:17:09
[No Question] Told his therapist he did not feel guilty about being gay. But does feel guilty that had he known earlier, I probably wouldn't have gotten married, because “coming to understand myself as gay, has impacted three people in a very profound way” (i.e. Ruth and his two sons). But he does not regret marriage or parenting whatsoever. He just wishes he could “wave a wand” to remove any pain his gay awakening caused.
02:18:12
[No Question] Ruth remains Woody’s “best friend.” They continue to share important events together, like when he received the award for Outreach's Man of the Year. She has been incredibly kind with him, and he considers himself fortunate because he has heard stories to the contrary from other gay fathers who married women.
02:19:40
Question: How did you come out to Ruth? Answer: As Woody became more aware of his “gay side” decreasingly felt erotic feelings for Ruth, in what he refers to as a “teeter-totter effect.”
02:20:18
[coughing and water break—cut] 

02:23:25
[No Question] He increasingly distanced himself from Ruther erotically. She eventually asked him directly on July 4, 1977, and Woody explained his feelings. As he observed the pain hearing his thoughts on the matter were causing Ruth, he did not fully reveal the point that he believed he was gay. However, he reached a breaking point in 1980 when he realized Ruth was internalizing what was wrong with her, that she could not turn her husband on. At that point, Woody decided to tell her that he was gay. Ruth had responded that she had wondered for the previous three years. She told him that he should do what he needs to sort out his sexuality, which felt to him like he was experiencing the “grace of God” because of Ruth’s compassion.
02:26:30
[No Question] They pursued counseling for the ensuing three years, to help them examine their relationship. They decided that separation would be the kindest thing to do because it would let them “really be who we are.” They moved apart and separated the second Saturday of September 1983 [September 10th]. He was roughly 52 or 53 at the time.  
02:27:32
Question: Was she the first person you had told? Answer: Not the first. Between 1972 and 1980, Woody met another minster in the presbytery who was gay, a man named Paul. He and Paul worked on an educational committee for the presbytery concerning homosexuality, along with a third gay man named Bruce. While he was shopping with Bruce, Woody came out to him. Bruce was the first clergy person that Woody spoke with about his gay identity.
02:28:41
[No Question] Also between 1972-1980 a lot of Woody’s life as a gay man was “just having a lot of sex.” He says it was “the only thing” he knew to do. After 1980 he began to examine what being gay meant to him. He sees it as a worldview, “so much more than just what you do sexually.” Question: So you had remained sexually active then, between the time period between college and disclosing (to Ruth) in 1980? Answer: Woody graduated college in 1951 and up until 1972 when the man at the Greyhound station propositioned him, he only fantasized about men. Nine months after he was propositioned he went to Pittsburgh to meet a man to have sex with. After that until 1980 he had “a number of” sexual encounters with men. Question: And was the connected through the bookstore? Answer: “Not always.” He would also attend a park in Albany, where gay men would often “cruise” for sex. Question: How did you hear about the park? Answer: He does not know. Woody suspects through word of mouth, as well as through gay publications he read. Question: What did you see going on in the park? What were some of things you were feeling? Answer: Woody saw lots of “activity.” He observed people sitting in cars waiting for men to walk by (who were presumably also looking to have sex). Men would hide behind shrubs while having sex. They would “keep an eye out” for policemen, who would raid the park. Woody believes it was not healthy for him, but he says that “it was the only thing I knew to do at that time.”  
02:32:03
[No Question] During 1972 to 1980, apart from Bruce, Woody did not disclose his gay identity, not even to Paul. When he did eventually tell Paul, Paul recommended Woody get tested for STDs –– not HIV, but other STDs. Question: What STDs? Answer: “Gonorrhea and syphilis were primarily the major ones.” Woody also mentions that he did not at that time yet know of the gay baths that existed in cities. He did frequent them in the 1980s, which he viewed as “safer than out on the street” and relaxing.
02:33:38
Question: Did you ever see barrier methods or protection involved? Answer: “No, all of that came in as a result of the AIDS epidemic.” He notes that as a kid going to gas stations to buy and play with condoms. Question: Did you know what it was? Answer: He knew what it was and that it was good to use, but was not clear about the details of why or how. Once the AIDS epidemic began, then Woody became aware of the use of condoms. Prior to that, Woody notes that there was little discussion of stuff of a sexual nature, a “silent era.” Question: In New York, in New Jersey? Answer: “Everywhere.”
02:34:58
Question: You mentioned you taught in 1960 you taught a sexual education class? You mentioned it was about human reproduction. Was prophylaxis ever mentioned? Answer: Woody describes teaching the class in a sex segregated fashion, along with the doctor. It focused primarily on discussion of anatomy –– the “reproductive system” –– and, not how to prevent pregnancy, but rather abstinence until marriage. He notes that was the only permissive way to teach the course. He still views these issues at play currently. He teaches classes with Margaret “Marge” Sutinen at West High School at their annual, student-run AIDS awareness day. He recalls an instance in which a high school student revealed she was sexually active.
02:39:31
Question: What was it like being a pastor doing sex education? Answer: Woody views clergy as playing a needed and appropriate role when they pass along safe sex information. He sees spirituality as intimately connected with relationships to other people, and sex in particular, because it carries the potential for spiritual connection between people. He sees himself in the role of an educator, and education as empowering for young people. He sees it as a tragedy for those with information about risk to not share it with people who do not have that information, simply because of widespread beliefs that sex is a “dirty venture.” Since he adopted the idea that sex plays a role in one’s spiritual life, the way Woody relates to other men has changed. Although he does not have a partner, he shares intimacy with men “in a loving, caring way.”
02:43:31
Question: What year did you run sex education classes at West End High School with Marge [Margaret Sutinen]? Answer: About five or six years, and they still do them. “It's a student driven initiative.” Woody makes it a point to mention he is a pastor, because “I want people to know that pastors should know about sexual matters and ought to be free to talk about it.”

02:44:39
[No Question] Woody went to South Africa to do AIDS and sexual education workshops. Marge [Margaret Sutinen] asked him to go because clergy there needed to know that clergy could “I know it was quite profound my first year there for people to discover I was clergy. And I could talk about AIDS and sex.” Woody describes an incident in which a South African girl participated in a roll play where she must convince her male partner to use a barrier method. In this case it was a dental dam. Although she was supposed to convince him he would not acquiesce, so she eventually had unprotected sex. During the debriefing, Woody asked her what it was like, and she pointed out, as did all the women in the room, that it would have been impossible to implement the use of a barrier method with a male partner in South Africa outside the confines of roll playing in a sex education setting. 

02:48:01
End of Interview Session
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