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JO: [Talk about Denver, plants = strawberries, winter water because so dry, bulbs, lettuce coming up, bees honey fest = extracted the honey, set the frame back out to clean up, all the wax cappings covered by bees, clean it up for us, then can use the caps, may not have to wash at all.  Make them work! Mutually beneficial experiment.  Third year of beekeeping, volunteer a lot, feels like a job.  League of Women voters publicity, handbook updated every year.  Couple hours – oh no, 20 hours later, cursing.  That’s one thing, there’s a local justice and peace coalition that does things for the environment. Kids- sick, but not with flu.  Tell you about what I am doing, real name? Why not? How the gardens have changed over their history – organizational in context of landscape and memories.]

JO: Such a small question, that.

What is the first image or thing that comes to mind?

JO: Probably just, you know, when I was there, I don’t know if it is still that way, you, everything looks like forest, as you come up the hill.  And then there’s that opening, which was just a little drive, and then the field.  And it’s so very green.  It comes to mind as green, not dead.  You know, the winter scene does not come to mind, the growing season comes to mind. And if I think about it, then it will come in other seasons, but I always think of it as being in its full production mode of growing things.  

I like to hear peoples first thoughts about it.

Jorgen and producing!  

Very similar. When did you start gardening?

Jodi’s not.  Let’s see, I should have prepared for that question.  I have to do a little timeline, married in 89, and we probably started in 91 and left there in, right after Christmas in 94, moved out here in 95.  So probably from 91, wait I forgot about 90, from 1990 … but it probably didn’t as far as gardening there because we had a crazy time where we were living, and I think we moved into eagle heights after the gardening season of 1990.  So I guess 1991 … through 1994.

Oh right, left in winter of 94. So what made you want to garden there?

JO:I probably just got the EHNL or you know a flier or something.  I don’t remember exactly, but I’ve gardened a tiny bit growing up with my family, and so it definitely appealed.  And I’d also been interested in saving seeds.  And, it’s kind of funny, today is actually the deadline for seed savers exchange, which is an organization. And if I don’t do my yearbook listing today, I don’t get in next years yearbook.  Oh my gosh, I put this off! So Eagle heights is where I started some of that, and I’d have to look back but I probably joined about that time.  And if I could only find my garden notes, than I could probably tell you a lot more.  Literally what I grew, I kept track.  I found one old map.  I guess, you’re a seed saver you’ve got to know what kind of seeds.  Anyway, the whole thing appealed.  I actually had land that I could do something [11:00]. Also I was a master gardener, I took a master gardening course while I was there, which is a county extension thing, and I used my garden plots to evaluate and test crops.  

Like what?

JO: Um, one was a bean, some kind of green [something] bean.  That I might actually have.  But I remember, one of them was a hybrid squash, it might have been called carnival [personal aside: tried this, connections across time through taste], it’s an acorn squash that is very colorful on the outside.  You’ve probably seen something very much like it at a store.  Pale white, with splashes of green and orange.  When I say splashes, you know striping or mottling would be a better word, and its hard to tell what the base color would have actually been.  And charentais melons.  I think it’s the other one.  But they were a melon.  And so, that’s what, I think those were the three I did.

So what struggles did you have with saving seeds?

JO: One, Ken Comichik was, don’t know if he still is, a researcher there at UW.  He was listed in the yearbook once, listing some beans.  And here is someone on my home turf, just when I want to get started, so I went to see him and he gave me some beans.  And so, I was very, the new proud owner of 7 varieties, and I think the first year I planted them all at once, in my four adjacent plots, and they mixed.  Which, was a very bad thing.  Because if you plant them, you know you just, and they, then your genetic strain is not valid any more.  So that was a struggle.  Biggest struggle at Eagle Heights though, for me gardening, was weeds [13:36].  

Weeds.

JO: Yes.

Why?

JO: Boy, I don’t know, the weed mix is probably still the same.  Because, you know, you want to grow things.  And so it’s like the equivalent of having too much on your plate at Thanksgiving, your eyes are bigger than your stomach.  You, you’re sure you can plant four plots which is what I had the last couple of years.  I probably started with two, and then went to four.  And so you think, oh I can plant all this, and I can keep up with it.  But the reality is, that’s a lot, it’s a lot of area for a student to keep going, and so the weeds would grow up.  And when you become the chairman of the garden committee and your own weeds are as bad as they are, you figure you’d better be doing something.  You can have sympathy for other people.

So what was the weed policy in the gardens? The weed issue is still prevalent.

JO: I’m sure.  

How did the g.c. try to deal with the weeds, and why did there need to be a policy?

JO: That’s a really good question.  It was probably handed down to us, and we just tried to keep up enforcing it.  We had, it seems to me there was certain heights, or if you r garden plot looked neglected, as in you got it, maybe you planted maybe you didn’t, but it doesn’t look like you’ve done anything for, you know, the last three weeks, it would get mowed.  And we, we paid money, we had a couple of part time guys helping us out. And they would go and weed whack, and swish, down it would go.  So there was definitely an incentive to get out there and garden, or at least look like you’ve weeded [15:56] your garden, made some attempt to.  And I remember actually, I was helping one of my neighboring, oh dear maybe we shouldn’t name names, maybe you shouldn’t use my real name, someone else was babysitting this plot, you know for a couple of weeks while friends were gone.  And she didn’t know a pepper plant from, you know, a grassy weed or something. So I was pulling, but when you really get going it’s all intermingled, and well I managed to kill off a few pepper plants.  Oh the guilt, the horror.  I did tell her though.  

Oh that’s good. Did you give her any peppers to replace them?

JO: If I’d had them, but I’m not a big pepper person.  But again, It’s kind of like cleaning house too, it’s always more fun to weed someone else’s plot than your own.

Were there ever any, did people get angry that you had come and mowed down their plot?

JO: Yes.  And there was one specifically that caused some great anxiety for me.  I think it was like a womens studies major who was very mad at one of our garden workers.  And I don’t even remember his name, although I could probably figure it out.  He came up to her, or she came  up to him and was very angry.  And I think he called her something and he was yelling at her, and we had to respond, I don’t know if I wrote a letter, or she responded, but we did have to talk to him, I think I wrote her a letter, saying I’m really sorry this transpired, and I have spoken with my staff person and worked out that this won’t happen again.  But his comment was she was so aggressive, you know, and I’m, I don’t know.  I kind of feel like we were lucky nothing more serious came of it.  And she was very upset.  And well, that’s the policy though. Sorry lady! [18:46].

That’s my next question, a policy that most followed? Was it normal for someone to have 4 plots?

JO:I don’t know, I don’t even know if we have those records. I would think for some, some people would do that, but I couldn’t give you any numbers, sorry.  I think a lot of people were probably happy with one, I probably had big dreams of canning or something.  Which is kind of.  I did move out here with a lot of canning jars which haven’t really been used, so I obviously had something in mind with that.  

For all of that land.

JO: With all that four plots.  And I don’t remember how big they were, or how big they are.  It would be interesting to see if the size has changed. 

Size constant, about 25x25.

JO: And here’s something else.  I do remember that we tried to give people the same plot, if they wanted it, from year to year.  

Really.

JO: So that way, if you were careful tending your little space, in theory, if you put compost on it, or something, maybe people buy compost.  If you had done something to improve the soil, in theory you’d have it the next year to benefit from.  So. And people had, could choose you know the vicinity of the plot that they would receive or at least indicate a preference.  You could be closer, I can’t remember the water system now.  It seems like there were water spigots. You could be closer to a water spigot, or you could be furthest out in the field hoping that people would not come pluck your produce or you know, there was that kind of.  People, people would probably have different theories about where they would want to be depending.  Or you know, if you are at the bottom of the hill, people, other peoples pesticides, if they cheated, might wash down toward you.  It was, supposed to be organic.

Was it all organic when you were there?

JO:I think what we did was we might have had an organic row, the organic.  That seems really familiar, we had an organic row or two, and then the bottom one was the pesticide row.  Or you know, you could use pesticides.  And we, I was just thinking too, if it was higher up, the organic plots, there wouldn’t be runoff, which is why the lower ones would have been the pesticide ones.  But it has been a while.

So when you were there, were you still paying the University to plow?

JO: Yes, yes, do they not do that anymore?

No, now people even more can almost claim ownership and plant perennials,

JO: Wow, that’s interesting to me because, when that discussion was coming up, when I left, I remember the UW guy being somewhat frustrated with us.  You know, for the plowing, and the weeds, and stuff like that.  I never got the feeling they loved us.  But the discussion in the, not everyone.  The committee, some people were pushing for the development of, like another plot, where there could be perennials, or that we could grow raspberries.  And I just didn’t have the vision, I just could not see how it could work [23:41].  But I see now that if they went for the whole do not plow, that that would work.

Yeah, I mean what we don’t have then is, were they adding manure or compost too?

JO:I don’t remember if they added anything.  Hmm.  I couldn’t tell  you. It would be real interesting to see if you could track down, I don’t know what kind of minutes or notes you have for the past.

Spotty.

JO: Ah, I don’t need this – re-cycle. If you could get the name of the guy who was in charge of the garden, like I said, (something0, maybe he could tell you what they added.

Does the name Tom Wright.

JO: Yeah, I think so. 

He is the head of the west ag  research station, but he is the one I need to get in touch with.

JO: Yeah, that would be.  You will have to email people when you are done and let us know.  Go back and enjoy everybody’s memories.

Several questions that came out of what we just talked about. Tell me about the committee, what made you decide to be chair?

JO: Oh dear.  Let me grab something I had a list of phone numbers based on who they are.  This is coming back – woah, I remember that! OK, it wasn’t very far.  One thing we did, and this is amusing to be because it happened again later.  I think the year we did it, or that I was chair, we went for 501c4 status maybe. 

When did you become chair?

JO:1993.  [this is right] You know what, let’s go back to manure.  I think they must have dumped a load for us, because I wrote on my garden map little bit of manure and mulch and lots of manure. So, the only way we could differentiate was if they gave us a pile.  I do have a 1994 garden committee list, believe it or not, and let’s see, 19 names on here.  And billing from 94 experimental farms, discing and plowing, and here’s Tom Wrights name.  I have it written on the side.  And I actually have the names of at least one of my garden workers, and he, his name is Eric Olmanson, was not the one who had the fight with the lady.  Oh, we have to go back to the whole.  Garden Committee.  Looking at this thing, the hoses and pipes, the pipes thing is coming back to me.  The pipes were a nightmare, and Eric and guy whose name I cannot remember.  The pipes were just so  much work to keep, I don’t know, from freezing, and there is always a lot of spring damage.


So how did you deal with them?

JO:I know nothing, and still know nothing about irrigation pipes. So thankfully Eric and cohort, that’s what they did, that was part of their job, fix the leaks, and their job almost progressed, from fix the pipes now, to weed whack later.  And I seem to remember Eric might have quit part way through the summer, and they were paid weekly/monthly rather than by the hour.  And they were expected to put in a certain number of hours but no way to enforce it, so hopefully they were honest.  Ok, let’s see.  Why I became chair was because I felt like I could run a meeting, and I was comfortable doing that, and there might not have been someone else to volunteer to do that.  Everyone is willing to do something, but not be chairperson. So that might be how I wound up being chair.  Let’s see.  I can read you the list of jobs, name address, phone number, office that they held.  

JO: Were you, you say that you went for 501c4 status.  The 501c3 which is total nonprofit, and then there is another listing, and its kind of like a club that is non-profit but you know it’s not quiet 501c3.  And we wanted to do that because for one we were paying people, and we wanted to make sure we were on the up and up with the IRS.  So we just worked hard to get that done.  And then the next year, it might have been 93 and 94, well this does say 94 committee and my name is there.  Maybe 93 questionable. But, yeah, I know we filed and got it and then the following year which must have been 94, and said, well here is what we made and it’s not enough to file. You just have to say did not make more than 20,000.  But we had money coming in and out so it just seemed like a good idea.

So if you are a club nonprofit, you just have to show you don’t owe taxes. What was the relationship to the University?

JO: Very little, actually.  We would have worked with Tom Wright to get it disced, plowed, whatever, then it looks like they billed us, we paid them to do it.  And so, it seemed to me that I would have been on the phone with Tom to arrange that on a spring weekend, and it was always, sort of touch and go even in march, you don’t know when you are going to open the garden because of his schedule and when the ground is thawed because you don’t want to damage the soil, or the equipment I suppose if the ground is rock solid, and too wet, because of course with the melting snow soil structure can be damaged.  So that was  a consideration. 34:48. So we met in the community center – there was a community center, right?  I’m pretty sure I shopped there, and voted there.  Well, I think someone had a coop there once.

Yeah, I saw notes in the 70s, didn’t know it was going until the 90s.

JO:I think so.  It seems like some little room or something, yeah, there had to have been.  I’m positive. I’m pretty sure I shopped there.  It’s a matter of whether I believe myself. But it does seem familiar and very small. I think we had to tell someone at the community center, arrange to have the room.  And it seems to me that when we had that difficulty incident in the gardens that somebody called the community center person and talked, and complained. The woman who was offended.  She called and complained to the community center, which of course could do nothing about it, which is of course why I got the phone call.  But there was a certainly a sense for me that you had to pacve, if you will, you couldn’t just take over, because it’s the UWs land.  So you can’t ignore them, (something) but really there wasn’t a lot of other interaction. 37:03. Although, there’s still, the association with land and ownership of land since we didn’t own it.  But you feel possessive about it.  And this is very interesting to me.  I was out in the gardens, and a professor was taking his class through the gardens.  And I had this reaction like what are they doing here?  They better not pick anything! The possessive feeling I had was maybe a tad overdone, but I definitely felt like I had to keep an eye on them.  And I remember going though the University phone book and figuring out which professor this was, was he doing the right thing out there.  A minifield trip to talk about the plants, and I think culture.  Because of all the different plants you could see out there, and the diversity of the garden is just really neat, amazing, because you have people from around the world, literally, growing things out there.  So that’s why he was wandering the field.  I’m like my garden – what are you doing here?  Don’t touch that plant! So anyway./

So did you know a lot of, I guess as the chair you knew the committee members, did you know a lot of other gardeners, how were plots assigned? [ouch, strange questions]

JO: Well, I wonder if you could find our registrar.  So we had people doing the assignment.  I didn’t ever do that, I don’t think.  So we sent out an announcement, I don’t remember if we mailed it or how we would get it to everyone. Fliers in community center, in newsletter? Somehow get sheet of paper, write down what area you wanted, we had a little map I think on there.  And people would circle about where they would want to go, and if they had a specific number, you could request your former plot.  People who had gardened before would get first dibs.  There was pre-registration too.  I think we had a deadline, but it was also first come first serve, so the way we must have done it is, if you’re someone who wants your old plot than you need to get it in, I would guess if you had it before the deadline you would still get your plot. But if you, seems to me the sheets were green – it would be kind of funny that I can remember that if that’s the case.  Seems to me you could circle or write down your number.

I think I’ve seen one of these, multiple rows were fallow or planted in cover crops.  Do you remember figuring that out as a committee?

JO: Oh yeah, yes that sounds familiar, we would rotate one of the rows in and out of circulation.  I mean that sounds right, that we would have had one resting if you will, in cover crop.  Woe to he or she who wanted to keep going in the same plot year after year! It goes fallow for a year.

Were there ever too many people to assign plots to?

JO:I don’t think so.  It doesn’t seem like we would have had.  But on the other hand, I don’t remember us having a lot of extra;

Just the right amount.

JO: Yeah, seems like it, if that should be the case.


Were there a lot of people that weren’t affiliated with the university?

JO: What do you mean?

People not professors, staff, graduate students?

JO: There was at least two brothers, I think.  Or one brother. It brings back memories of two guys, oddly enough, brothers who gardened there who lived in the Shorewood area.(yeah) you say that as though they are still there.

Well, a  lot of the community members live in Shorewood.

JO: Oh, ok well one of them was Ken, the other Levi.

Nope./

JO: Those two names are popping up.  That’s funny, since I can’t remember the entire garden committee names until I had the sheet in front of me, but ken and levi come back for me.  Maybe because they stood out as a couple of community members.  And that is probably, those community members are probably why we didn’t have extra garden spaces.  I would guess the eagle heights community did not use every last plot and so we brought in community gardeners to fill the demand. 

Better than having wasted space.

JO: Weedy wasted space at that [44:56]. And actually, you mention why have a weed policy, one reason of course is, you let the weeds go, then more weed seed is in the ground the following year, for the next gardener.  That’s a really big reason to not have weeds.  I don’t remember if that was official or not, but that’s my opinion.

As a gardener.

JO:As a gardener, yeah.

What about the land surrounding the garden, do you remember what was happening in the surrounding areas?  There was the woods?

JO: Then the wooded area right between the drive, not thick, just enough to be really beautiful green, and almost hide the gardens, and in the winter of course you could see through.  It was empty field.  We had our garden shed, and our mulch pile,. And then the road, and then over the hill there were some apple trees.  And I remember not knowing whether the apple trees were up for grabs or not.  And I don’t know what the story is with those these days.

They’re still there.

JO: They’re still there, got to love it.

I made some good applesauce from those trees.

JO: Cool, and that’s something that I wish had been more clear, can we all help ourselves to those apples, or can we not?

I think that I just decided to pick some, no I talked to someone, because they will just do to waste if you don’t pick them.

JO: Exactly, yes it bothered me.

Not the most beautiful, but tasty. I feel that I have left a lot of hanging ends.  

JO: Sorry, we talked about institutions, and then.

I guess we covered that.  No oversight, or anything.  

JO: Not particularly, no.  I’m trying to remember did Tom Wright ever call me about the weeds, and I don’t think that he did.  Doesn’t seem like there was anything that they were trying to make us do or make us not do.  

Yeah, just sort of there.

JO: Yeah, a mutual keep your distance kind of thing.  Don’t make waves, they wont bother us.

JO: We could go back to the committee for a few minutes because we talked about assigning plots, but not other things that the committee did except 501c4.  Well, I can run down the list – secretary, couple did registration and postal, but another person did registrar.  Not sure of the difference.  Publicity (newsletter), nope, because I had a newsletter person.  Steven Scoville, he was funny.  And one thing that jumps out in my mind from his writing, I looked forward to getting the newsletter because it was great.  He wrote about passing the gold on the ground, which was a specific reference to my plot because I was growing  a cherry tomato, one of the seed savor varieties, called Tennessee yellow cherry tomato, and it’s so beautiful and gold, and I had planted enough plants that I could not keep up, so at the end of the season there were these mounds of plants producing these mounds of tomatoes, and it was like someone had spilled gold coins, little round balls actually, on the ground.  Talk about waste, terrible, but you can only eat s many.  And you can only keep up with so much, so much produce spilling on the ground there.  The, one of the images that does come to mind when I think about the gardens, is carrying the bags back from the gardens, and my arms practically wanting to fall off, that you just, there’s so much at the end of the year when you have to bring it all in folks, when you have to dig up any potatoes, you have to harvest that squash or the melons or the beans and the tomatoes, and it is heavy.  And I think that we said that the garden carts had to stay in the gardens so you couldn’t take them home, or the wheelbarrow which is much nicer.  But that image of, of just carrying you know an armload on either side.  Not even an armload, but bags, just being overwhelmed at how heavy it was, and not wanting to come back for another trip because my husband didn’t do that. Anyway.  Back to the committee.  Publicity, maybe that was getting out the word, the word for doing registration. Bob Gifford is his name. 

Good, I’ve connected with him

JO: Well you can say publicity is next to his name, what did he do already?


JO:15 years later, his garden chair wants to know what were you doing?  Oh, we had a guy named Carl Houtman, that brings back memories too because we had our set up day and our clean up day, and set up day was you know, measuring out those plots.  And that’s kind of funny too, because you might have, you want the same plot as last year  but it might have  moved a couple of feet in one direction or the other.  Because that’s just how set up went. 


So you had a team of people out there measuring and putting stakes in the ground?

JO: Yeah, but it wasn’t a team, you had to go with who showed up.  So it was, oh, you have a  garden plot, it seems to me we said you had to help out, with set up or cleanup. But of course participation was not 100 percent. But wanted people who were signed up to help out on one day for a couple of hours.  So a lot of the committee would be there, and a couple of other folks who had gardens, and they were the team. The team was defined by who showed up that day.  Yeah, let’s see.  Looks like I have vice-chair people, and I don’t know what they did. There’s a registration postal again – 3 people, 4!  And the cleanup captain, that would have been opposite of set up, just in the fall, cleaning up.  And refreshments, we fed people who showed up. Our  newsletter guy, he would write an article, and I don’t think we had our own, he wrote the article for the EHNL.  Stakes. And wood something.  I don’t remember, I would guess that person just made sure we had some stakes on hand for staking the ground.  And of course our treasurer, Lisa Woods lived in Uhouses.  Might be easier to track down.  So that’s it. [55:35]. If you want, I could type up the names and send them to you.

No, don’t think that I need the names from you.  

JO:I definitely think you should find Steven Scoville.  And I think he was going to be in international relations major or something.  His talents in writing were going to be incredibly wasted.  There was a guy who came out of UW a couple years before me who wound up writing for USA today.  Steven something.  People thought he was funny, but I thought he was too sarcastic for my taste.  And Steven was funny without being rude. Good luck with that one!  Got to be a detective.

I talked to some people from the 60s, when the gardens first started.  

JO: Yeah that’s great.  

Fun to hear experiences. Did you interact with people when you were gardening?  Or just you and the plants?

JO: Well, I think my experience there was that as long as the day is, you know, in a seven day week, the chances of you running into any one particular person regularly, are pretty small. and so I don’t know that that part built any community.  I remember at our set-up day, somebody, and it might have been bob Gifford, there’s a couple other names, David Long is another one that is our clean up captain.  And I don’t remember who, but somebody thought that is was important to try to build that community, even on that day.  And I don’t remember if it is when we got started, or at the end, but he played his guitar and we sang inch-by-inch.  And if that isn’t pretty 60s when you think about it, I don’t know.  You know, some of us weren’t just born at the right time or something.  But we did, we played two two songs, inch-by-inch, row-by-row, who’s going to watch this garden grow, that was something we sang.  And it was a little awkward I think, but it was fun, I love to sing.  If you don’t know the words

Then you just have to mumble.

JO: And I seem to remember that we were handed the words too, but even so it wasn’t an easy.


And did that happen more than once?

JO:I only remember it once, but it might have been twice, or I might have skipped all the other setup days knowing me.  Yeah I think it was a great idea, just trying to build that community.  But that is probably the only time everybody, you know it really is the only time that everybody comes together.  And then after that, you might stop and talk to people about the garden, and I’m outgoing and friendly enough, most of the time, I would have said oh what’s that, and smiled and waved.  But on the other hand, because it is as diverse as it is, you aren’t sure that the person who’s gardening right there, speaks you language.  So that would’ve held me back personally.  

How did the committee deal with the multilingual diversity.

JO: You know, I can’t say that we did personally. [1:00:00] Which leads to another story.  My brother can imitate people pretty well, and make up voices, so he called me and pretended to be an Asian woman trying to get a garden plot.  And I remember insisting, well we can get your form you can do this, you can do this, and how many plots can I get, it was terrible, he had me completely going.  But we did really have a problem whether everybody does, I suppose if you are coming to an American university you have to speak a reasonable amount of English, and so somebody in the household would have been able to fill out that form, and so other than that, I don’t think that we had any real difficulties.  Anyway, that’s that part.

I’m going to keep jumping around just as much as you are.  Did you want a place in the organic plots?

JO: Yes, I think that I did, because I was making the effort to pull some of that manure pile and put it in my garden.  So I wanted to make sure that I had the benefits of that in the next year or two, and I am sure that I was in the organic plots, that’s just the way I am.

That’s what it sounds like.  Did it seem that was a general tendency in the gardens?

JO:I think, I don’t know that people, you know, I have to wonder if we had a row that wasn’t in pesticides.  It seems like we did, it really seems like we had our organic plots and then our non-organic plots.  I am pretty sure, not certain.  I am so glad that you have somebody else from this year! I think even the people who might do pesticides wouldn’t necessarily do pesticides, I think we just left that as an option, and I don’t remember the demand being significantly one way or the other either. Might not have been something that I paid much attention to.

In different, I haven’t gone back and looked at it, I have a list of rules for that time.  The ways that, how organic is defined varies over time in the gardens.

JO:I do remember a debate about Bt, you can you use Bt, can you not use Bt, is Bt organic?  I don’t remember which was we settled, I remember the conversation.  I imagine we settled that it was organic.  And I was actually getting organic gardening magazine, back in the day.

What have I forgotten to ask you? Did you have anything I thought I might ask you about that I haven’t?

JO: Nothing in particular comes to mind. I’ll tell you what, I’m getting another call look the list over and I will call you back. OK, I’m back.   Besides that person was a talker, if I didn’t catch her right away it would have been five minutes.

I don’t have anything else right now.  

JO:I think you should ask people if their still gardening?

Are you?

JO:I am!

Did the experience make you want to keep gardening?

JO: Well, it didn’t make me stop.  Well, it was probably part of my continued gardening.  If I had started here in Colorado I might not still be gardening because it’s depressingly .. it’s very dry here, and it is cold at night.  You can grow an amazing beefstake tomato in Wisconsin, and of course you can grow a lot of weeds there too, here sometimes there is not enough water in my garden to grow the weeds very well.  It’s partly my fault, I should just water more.  But I am stingy, because partly I, you know, grew up in the incredible climate that is there.  And people complain here about how long their growing season is.  How long it is, it is almost exactly the same as it is there, but our nights are colder, so we don’t get the amazing tomatoes and peppers.  I should preface this, this is where I am specifically.  You drive an hour south, and it is like chili growing, and amazing chilis growing.  But they can get amazing tomatoes, they can get melons better than I can.  Just where you are in town even,  But the soil is nothing compared to the soil there.  I’d be doing it there too, probably, but I am a leaf snatcher, I will take peoples bags of leaves off the side of the road, take them home and compost them.  Because yeah, the soil is different, the temperatures are different, keep gardening.

What are saving this year? Have you been doing that since you left WI?

JO: Um, and I am actually saving trying to think how many varieties I might have had the first couple of years there, but I am saving some of the same varieties.  I still have that Tennessee yellow cherry tomato, one that is called peace vine (?) cherry tomato.  I am not still growing like the big tomatoes, I’ve changed to a medium sized because I just don’t have the same success here.  But some of the same varieties.

Is it hard to save seed?

JO: It depends on the plant. Squash is really easy.  And beans are really easy as long as you don’t grow them too close together. Like side by side, I would not recommend.

So how far apart do you have to plant varieties?

JO: That would depend on the plant.  Like a squash, if you grow them side by side they are almost guaranteed to cross because a bee is going to go directly from one to the other.  What a saver has to do is tape up the flowers.  Yeah, the night before they are going to bloom, so you have to pay attention.  Especially at a place like EH.  I did grow some squash out for seed savers, but I don’t know that I saved any.  Because you would have to go out in the evening and go look, that plant is going to bloom tomorrow, and tape it shut, and then the next morning you’d have to go out, the bees are up before I am typically if it is warm out, you’d have to go out open up the flower, in squash case there are male flowers and female flowers.  So you’d have to open up the male flower, get the pollen, pistil, and then go pollinate the female flower which you would also have to close, and then you would have to re-tape it and mark it, in my case with yarn usually, that you hand pollinated that one.  Because if the bees get in there at all, or flies, or anything, it will cross pollinate.  The beans you just let them grow, as the bees don’t usually visit the beans when there is so much else, 

Which is good because having to tape all those flowers would take a lot of time.

JO: It can be done.  And something like corn, it wind pollinates, and there is no way, I would think, that a person would even try to do that.  Not there. Cause corn is something to grow when you’ve got that kind of land.  W

Yep, when you actually have enough space.

JO: One thing about being able to have those multiple plots you could have your own pumpkin patch, not just one pumpkin, but three or four plants.  You can have a giant, you could have a plot of corn, and put something up.  That’s nice.  And I think economically it is also a significant help to a lot of people, students, if they are efficient and out there on a regular basis, with veges coming in. 

If you don’t have to buy produce for a summer it isn’t bad. You mentioned people taking produce, did that happen a lot?

JO: They took some of my little yellow tomatoes, and I was unhappy! I don’t think that that happened very much, I don’t recall that being a big problem.  Maybe that was because it was further up the hill and maybe thieves are lazy, but I don’t remember it being a real problem.  And it is sort of out of sight, out of mind all summer.  You come up the hill and you get that glimpse of the green, and then, it’s just not in your visuals any more.  Also a lot of people probably don’t have trouble-making aged children at eagle heights, I tend to think of it as being mostly younger families.  

Yes, many younger rather than older children.

JO: We lived next to one of those younger children.  And having had small children of my own now, I understand that yes, those parents aren’t really doing anything to those children, they’re just screaming.  But we also had an excellent piano player, 7 years old, she could play in an amazing way. People thought I had the radio on, and no, that’s just upstairs. I could tell you that I’ve come back to visit, I come back in the winter because my family, some of my family is still in the Madison area.  And I don’t get by the university very often but once or twice I just had to drive up there, go look around.  

Did it look the same?

JO: I thought so, yeah. But it was a different season.

Yep, looks like bare ground with snow.

JO: It seems to me, they might have put something in closer to the trees where the shed was.  That might be where some of the permanent, perennial stuff is.

There are raspberries there now, maybe some blueberries.

JO: Like I said, it is all dead, kind of hard to tell.  And I didn’t get out and walk around, because there’s really no where to park.  

Very very true. Do you have any questions for me about what its like now?

JO: Nothing comes to mind, but if it does I will give you a call.  Kind of fun to talk about it, maybe if I can get back there another summer maybe I can get out and walk and someone who is feeling possessive will come up and say what are you doing? 

Ask who you are?

JO: Right, you look too old! One other thing that comes to mind.  A couple of years ago somebody did give me a call, and they got a website up and running, and they were looking to get a million dollars.  Does that sound  familiar?  They were very ambitious, it seems.  And they wanted to, they wanted to get a whole bunch of money and create a foundation of some kind to insure in perpetuity, that the gardens would be there forever basically.  So that was an effort, supposedly.  And I think I wrote a letter in support of that.  So I could forward that to you. 

That would be great.

JO: That might even give you a name too.  But it seemed to me like pie in the sky kind of stuff.

It may have been around when there was some tension over where, garden plots being removed or something.

JO: If that was in the last few years.

No, that was in 2000, 2001.

JO: Well, it could have been that long ago.  I’m sitting in the same desk I would have had! I seem to remember, that may have been where the idea had its origins because of that concern.

I would love to see that letter, see who it was connected to.

JO: Are they still in the same place?

Yep, finger taken, cogeneration plant put in on charter [incorrect- walnut st]. CALS wanted that space for new test fields. 

JO: I can tell you we had at least one person from UHouses on committee.  I don’t know that I even knew them, I had the feeling they had their act together over there.  

My main focus has been Eagle Heights, because they have separate histories. Own work days and things. 10 years ago was the reshuffling.

JO: Well, I do look forward to reading all about it. 

Many masters theses are not read.

JO: Like mine! I wrote about communication with farmers about water quality.  Pesticides running into water.  Worked with someone else’s data, at least one other student was using it, I hope my statistics were correct.

It had better be right, or close to it. Let me know if you want to talk more, questions, etc.
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