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	Abstract: In his 2012 interview with Sarah Neddo, Michael Nitz describes his involvement with the LGBTQ community, the Lavender Salon book club that he started, and gay life in and around Appleton. He discusses topics such as domestic partner benefits, Midwestern politeness, the bar scene around Appleton, the community’s political and social climate in relation to LGBTQ issues, and legal benefits.
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Interview Session 1 (June 10, 2012): Digital File

00:00:00 Start of Interview

00:00:04 Question: Where you were born, where you grew up. Answer: Born in Beloit in 1954. Moved to Clearwater, FL at a young age.

*NOTE* the following index corresponds to another audio file of the same interview

00:00:11 Question: You moved to Florida, what was that like? Answer: Describes the atmosphere of Clearwater. Tells story about a drag queen that lived on his floor at the University of South Florida, which set the tone for his floor. Brought freedom to the floor and people could be more playful with gender. Talks about meeting gay men in the dorms. Mentions the divorce of his parents. Talks about his schooling there and working at the Clearwater Library. 

00:07:00 Question: What was the climate like towards LBGTQ people on campus? Answer: Talks about the existence of a class on Health and Human Sexuality that was very popular. Says there was not a whole lot of visible LGBTQ activity. Was not out until later. 

00:09:00 Question: How did you end up in WI? Answer: Talks about searching for a different job that landed him in WI. 

00:10:45 Question: When did you come out? Answer: Tells the story of coming out to his mother in the car on the way to the grocery store. There was a radio show talking about Billie Jean King’s coming out playing while they were in the car that prompted him to come out. Tells story of his mother’s coming to terms with his sexuality. 

00:17:14 No Question: Beings talking a little about the social scene, which was small and not something he participated in a lot. 

00:17:25 Question: Did you find an LGBTQ community here when you moved (Appleton)? Answer: Most people had their own groups. Hard to meet people through work because most people already knew each other. Met first friend at the library he now worked at, where they both eventually came out to one another. This friend connected him to the gay community in Appleton. 

00:21:59 No Question. Continues to discuss the gay community and social scene. Tells story of meeting his boyfriend and describes the development of his boyfriend’s prescription drug addiction. Talks about the difficulties of dealing with medical logistics because they had no legal ties to one another. Explains the dissolution of their relationship.

00:33:52 No Question. Continues the story of his partner, Bob and his eventual death. 

00:39:32 Question: Was Bob out to his family? Answer: He was outed by someone who he’d had a one night stand with. His parents were abusive alcoholics. Describes the turmoil this caused in their relationship. 

00:44:06 Question: What kind of organizations/communities were you apart of? Answer: Discribes the bar scene including Gordon Faller’s bar, The Pivot Club and the 1101 Club in Appleton. Talks about the social scene in general. Tells the story of how he got to know others in the community through other friends. Says there was a large community. Says before this most of the people they knew were straight from antiquing. 

00:49:05 No Question: Talks about getting involved with the book awards club and being invited to a Christmas Party where he met Len Tews, a professor at UW Oshkosh who suggested that he start a book club. The book club was called the Lavender Salon(gives an explanation for why) Goes on to describe the conversations the club had around who should be allowed to participate (straight/ LGBTQ). There were issues around safety and publicity. Nitz began writing a newsletter during the late 90’s.

00:57:22 Question: Describes going to a national conference and discovering more LGBTQ book clubs. The newsletter than Nitz wrote went from one page to an eight-page newsletter. Turned into a national reader called the Lavender Salon Reader that included Nitz’s personal reviews of books as well as national input and reviews. Explains how the newsletter and club basically fell apart due to a variety of reasons. There is now a full run in the San Francisco Public Library and is now microfilmed in a larger national collection about LGBTQ life. 
00:59:56 Question: What was the initial membership like? Answer: About six people. Not all gay men. Shifting women members. There was a core group of men who stuck all the way through. One was Dick Winslow who was married. They used to meet at his house. His wife would turn the place over to him. He identified as gay. Talked about the books in relation to their lives as opposed to the literary merit. 


01:03:00 No Question. There were also older members. Describes what it was like getting to know what being gay was like when they were growing up, especially around Appleton. Describes the history of some of the gay bars in Appleton such as The Conway Hotel. There was a gay bar in the basement of the hotel. Some of the other bars included the Lambda Lounge and Captains. Continues talking about the older men he met and their stories. Describes how they said they would leave their families for a weekend and go to congregate with the gay community in larger cities. 

01:07:38 Question: How did new members find out about the Lavender Salon? Answer: By dropping it off places like the library and got a store downtown, Angels Forever, Windows of Light, to carry it. Got a bookstore in Boston to carry it. Most of the members came from word of mouth. Eventually posted a website in 2000, which got the word out also. 

01:11:30 No Question: The book club ran for about 15 years. Describes one of the book club members who was particularly rude and misogynistic towards women in the group and in general. Describe the fall of the club and how it has changed hands and interests over time. 

01:16:20 Question: When did you start getting involved with Positive Voice? Answer: Describes the different organizations that were present at the time and how Positive Voice came to be. Talks about a group called The Fathers Group that was a support group for gay men who were married to women. Gordon Faller was someone who attended that. After that the Pivot Club and the 1101 Club sprung up. During that time a group formed GLEEDA (Gay and Lesbian Educational Economic Development Alliance). Describes the beginnings of that.

01:20:42 No Question. Describes the overlap between some of the members on the board of GLEEDA and the book club. Describes how he became involved on the board. Was there for 4 or 5 years. Describes how certain groups including Northern Womyn along with GLEEDA folded into Positive Voice. Mentions Positive Voice’s Day of Self Discovery.

01:24:07 No Question. Begins describing some of the issues with Positive Voice and the Lavender Salon such as the fear of meeting in public spaces. Tells the story of skeptical potential members who did not want their cars to be parked in front of people’s homes for fear they would be outed.  Talks about having to convince people to get over those fears.

1:26:58 No Question: Talks about Positive Voice getting their own space. At one time it had a small library. It closed down because it cost a lot of money and they had to leave. Harmony Café provided a space for them to meet. Looking forward to Jesse Heffernan’s future leadership there.

01:30:18 Question: How have you seen the attitudes towards LGBTQ people change over time in Appleton? Answer: Getting to be more positive. More people are being open. The GLBT Partnership started 15 years ago out of need from the Boys and Girls Club. Gay community was fearful of helping children because that might look questionable. Nitz talks about being surprised that young people were coming out much earlier than his generation had.

01:33:58 Question: Is there LGBTQ support in the schools? Answer: Yes, he mentions GSAs, Day of Silence, Night of Noise, and facilitation from Harmony Café.

01:35:40 Question: What was this community’s response to HIV/AIDS when it was becoming a concern? Answer: Outside of silence, not much of a response. Talks about an early AIDS clinic in Appleton. A member of the book club died of AIDS. Says silence came probably from fear and notions of Appleton as being isolated. Talks about the Pivot Club holding wakes. Discusses the legal issues that partners faced when their other half passed away due to silence and non-recognition.

01:40:55 Question: Can you talk a little bit about the recent city domestic partnership benefits passed in Appleton? Answer: Talks about his domestic partnership. It gave them a platform to speak about their relationship with his partner Jerry’s family. Talks about how their relationship has not been recognized, he credits this maybe to the politeness of Wisconsin. Tells the story of Jerry’s sister calling the house and asking if they were in a relationship. Compares neighborhood to “Leave it to Beaver”. Relates this kind of silence to the silence around AIDS.

01:45:46 No Question: Talking about AIDS testing in bars and the silence around it. Continues talking about domestic partner benefits. Says no one is really interested in your relationship until an issue arises.

01:49:42 Question: What was the community’s response to the domestic partner benefits? Answer: A large group that was supportive. Kathy Flores was a huge proponent in helping the bill pass, who is the Diversity Coordinator for the City of Appleton. There was a small group that opposed. Flores took a lot of heat for her positions and identity.
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