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From a University with International Activities to 
a “Global Public University”

• UW already an international university
– Teach 71 languages
– Over 100 years of teaching classes with international focus
– Over 80 university-wide exchange agreements
– Jackson School of International Studies

• 8 federally-funded Title VI Centers
– Department of Global Health
– Leads the U.S. in Peace Corps volunteers
– Ranks in top 20 U.S. institutions in 
student study abroad

Goal of Becoming a Leading Global 
University

• New vision statement
• Create Office of Global Affairs
• Vice-Provost for Global Affairs
• Develop web-site, 

database, research 
• Articulate strategic 

goals
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New Vision Statement

World Citizens
“We are compassionate and committed to the active 
pursuit of global engagement and connectedness. We 
assume leadership roles to make the world a better 
place through education and research. We embrace 
our role to foster engaged and responsible citizenship 
as part of the learning experience of our students, 
faculty, and staff.”

Strategic Goals
• Enhance the UW’s global position by building from existing 

strengths and leveraging comparative advantages; 
• Articulate principles and values fundamental to a build-out of 

the university’s international programmatic and engagement 
activities; 

• Establish learning goals for the ‘global citizen and leader’ for 
graduate and undergraduate students; and 

• Strengthen and develop strategic partnerships and networks 
that advance in significant ways the overarching goals and 
strategies of the University of Washington;

• Enhance the infrastructure and administrative support 
necessary to sustain a ‘ramping-up’ of global activity in 
research and service. 
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“Strengthen and develop strategic partnerships 
and networks that advance in significant ways 

the overarching goals and strategies of the 
University of Washington”

“Learn more than we teach,
Leave more than we take”
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• $20m gift from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

• Joint Department Between School of Medicine & School 
of Public Health

• Chair, Dr. King Holmes, world leader in AIDS and 
infectious disease research & training

• Focus on:

• infectious disease; injury control; reproductive, 
maternal & child health; health care systems

New Department of Global Health, 2006

Institute for Health Metrics & Evaluation

• $105m gift from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

• high-quality data and analysis on health needs and 
outcomes

• assessing the performance of health programs

• Chair: Dr. Christopher Murray 
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Partnership with UAE Academy

• UW certificates offered in Abu Dhabi

The Global State of Washington Steering 
Committee

Bob Watt, The Boeing Company 

Lawrence Yanovitch, The Gates Foundation

Jeff Vincent, Laird Norton Company

Akhtar Badshah, Microsoft Corporation

Kristi Branch, Battelle/Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory 

Chris Elias, PATH

Carol Lewis, Philanthropy Northwest 

Bill Clapp, Seattle International Foundation

Herman Uscategui, Starbucks

Bill Stafford, Trade Development Alliance 

Sara Curran, University of Washington

Susan Jeffords, University of Washington 

Lance LeLoup, Washington State University 

Ian Moncaster, World Affairs Council
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The Global State of Washington Initiative

• A partnership between the Seattle International Foundation, the University of 
Washington, and Washington State University

• In the State of Washington, businesses, universities, non-governmental organizations 
and opportunities for all people.

• We come together for research institutes, along with hundreds of civic organizations, 
are committed to having a positive impact in the world through lowering poverty, 
improving health, preserving the environment, enhancing rights and security and 
increasing the purpose of:

• Increasing the effectiveness and impact of our work. 
• Growing awareness and support for our work within the state and elsewhere. 
• Making the State of Washington an important global center for sustainable 

development and policy work. 
• Contributing to a vibrant State economy, attracting investors, creating jobs, and 

enhancing the quality of life through our work. 
• Offering our students and citizens the opportunities to be “global citizens.”
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Why does Local Partnership Matter?

•Location on the Pacific Rim 

•Washington the most trade-dependent state in the U.S.

•10.4% of Washington’s population is foreign born

•14% speak a language other than English at home

•95 languages spoken in Seattle Public Schools

•42 languages spoken in Everett & 

Mukilteo Schools

•Washington’s leading companies 

are competing in a global market

•Washington’s students will need to 

compete in a global economy


